
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

                Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 
Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 
 

September  22 ,  2024  25th Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 
Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 

Immaculate Conception, December 8 
Christmas, December 25 

h
o

ly
 c

ro
ss

 
ic

c 



 

 2 

Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register for 

Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking 
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children 
in our religious education program and school are 

prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First 

Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 

religious education program and school are prepared 

for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking 
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-

cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-

munion to the Sick, contact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults 

seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning 

for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or 

deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe 

you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please 

contact one of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered 
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family 

member must make the request. Late night 

requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day. 

Today’s second collection is taken in sup-
port of the diocesan tuition assistance pro-
gram.  Monies raised through this collection 
coupled with the diocese’s tuition assistance 
endowment provides financial assistance to 
hundreds of deserving families who seek a 
Catholic education for their children but 
who cannot afford the full cost of tuition.  If 
you are not prepared to contribute today, 
you may drop your contribution off at the 
parish office or place it in next week’s collec-
tion basket.   
 
I ask you to generously support this week’s 
Share in the Spirit collection.  God bless you 
for your ongoing goodness.  Extra envelopes 
are on the pamphlet rack should you need 
to use one.   
 
To learn more about the Share in the Spirit 
collection and its importance, go to the dioc-
esan website at 
-in-the-spirit.  
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Ending  September 8, 2024 

  
Ending  September 8, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to all advertisers in 

 our bulletin. 
We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin,  

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200. 
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Regular $21,517 $26,566 ($5,049) 

YTD  $259,955 $264,532 ($4,677) 

Needs  $1,585 $1,775 ($190) 

Regular $5,201 

2nd   

Collection 
$408 
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Dear Parishioners, 

In our Catholic faith, we believe that God reveals him-

self, that is to say, He makes his revelation known to us. 

He does this in two specific ways: By Scripture and by 

Tradition. Now, the first part of that everyone under-

stands: God reveals Himself; he speaks to us through 

the Holy Scriptures – the books of the Bible. But the sec-

ond part gets some folks confused – they hear the word 

“tradition,” and they think “custom” or “local practice.” 

They think of family traditions or ethnic traditions. But 

when we speak of “scripture and tradition,” the 

“tradition” being spoken of is something that is very 

unique. It is not the kind of tradition that Christ had 

criticizes the Pharisees for so often in the Gospels (as we 

heard a few Sundays ago in Mark 7:8-9, when Christ 

told the Pharisees, “You disregard God’s command-

ment but cling to human tradition.” He went on to say, 

“How well you have set aside the commandment of 

God in order to uphold your tradition!”) 

Let’s all re-immerse ourselves in the Church's teaching 

on Divine Revelation to understand what the Church 

means by “tradition. " 

In the Beginning. The first way that we speak of God 

revealing himself is through the Sacred Scriptures. The 

Sacred Scriptures are made of two parts – the Old and 

New Testament. The Old Testament is the story of the 

history of salvation from the very beginning and into 

and throughout the history of the Jewish people. This is 

primarily the story of God and his Chosen People (the 

Jewish people). It is told through 46 books of the Old 

Testament. These books were written by authors from 

the Jewish people as regards their relationship and cov-

enant with God.  

It’s all Greek to Me… or is It? In some protestant de-

nominations, the Old Testament comprises only 39 

books. You might see this in a King James Version of 

the Bible. The idea that the Old Testament only has 39 

books developed out of misguided post-reformation 

thinking wherein some “scholars” noted that since some 

of the books in the Old Testament were written in Greek 

and not Hebrew, they should not be part of the so-

called “Hebrew Scriptures.” But there is a fly in the 

ointment of that thinking because those Greek-language 

books of the Old Testament were, in fact, written by the 

Jews. They were not written in Hebrew because they 

were written by Jews who, returning from the Babyloni-

an exile, settled in Alexandria, Egypt, where, at the 

time, the language was Greek. Thus, while their writing 

was in Greek, make no mistake, this was the story of the 

Jews and their relationship with God, no less than was 

Exodus. And today, many protestant denominations 

and protestant Bible publishers are re-integrating these 

seven books back into the Bible. So, the final score is 46-

39, the Catholic Bible wins! 

New and Improved. Then we have the New Testa-

ment – the New Testament, which includes our 

most significant Scriptures: The Holy Gospels. The 

Holy Gospels tell of the continuing story of the Jew-

ish people: their long-awaited Messiah (Jesus) 

comes, He is rejected by many, accepted by some, is 

put to death, and rises from the dead. Amidst this, 

we find that this Messiah is God incarnate, as fore-

shadowed in the Old Testament. The four Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) tell the story of 

the life and works and the death and resurrection of 

Christ. However, although they are the first books 

in terms of their placement in the New Testament, 

these Gospels were written later than, for example, 

the Letters of St. Paul. The Letters (Epistles) of St. 

Paul — and some of the other Letters in the New 

Testament — were written first (between 50-65AD). 

These Epistles capture the earliest understanding of 

Christ, the Eucharist, the Church, and the Sacra-

ments. 

Here’s Some Good News. Getting back to the Gos-

pels, Matthew and John (who were two of Christ’s 

12 apostles) and Luke and Mark (who were later 

named apostles) all wrote about the life of Christ. 

The term Gospel comes from the old English word 

“god” (meaning good) and “spel” meaning story or 

period of time; we render “good” “story” as “the 

good news.” Thus, these four Gospel writers relay 

to us the good news of Jesus Christ. Their writings 

capture the key and necessary moments of Christ’s 

life. They tell of Christ as the Son of God, the Savior 

of man, and the King of Kings. They speak of his 

good works, miracles, prophetic message, and love 

for mankind. The last of the Gospel to be written 

was the Gospel of St. John. St. John, who lived until 

about 100 A.D., was the only Apostle not martyred; 

he wrote his Gospel near the end of the first centu-

ry. He also wrote the book of Revelation and has 

three Epistles ascribed to him. 

God Meant What He Said. One element that needs 

to be added is this: What was written in the Bible is 

free from doctrinal error. That is to say, what God 

meant to tell us is told to us in the books of the Bi-

ble. Who wrote the Bible? Human authors wrote 

the scriptures of the Old and New Testament under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. However, since 

the Bible, though inspired, was written by human 

authors, it contains literary devices and sayings that 

were in the vocabulary of these sacred authors – 

each to their own era. But these writings, since they 

were inspired writings, transcend the minds of 

their authors and carry deeper and fuller meanings. 

This is especially true for the Old Testament, which 

had so many prefigurations of things the human 

Continued on page 10 
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Moses rejects any claim to ownership of God’s work 

and prays that the holy spirit be with all his people. 

St. James invokes judgement on the selfish rich who 

exploit the poorest of the poor.  

Christ speaks the most severe of all his words.  

What is at stake is our redemption and the safe-
ty of the little ones of his kingdom. 

 

Join us for the Diocese of Wilmington's Eucharistic 

Congress, which will take place on October 5, 2024, at 
the Ocean City Convention Center. The theme, "The 

Eucharist: The Source and Summit," 

invites us to deepen our under-
standing and appreciation of the 

Eucharist. The day will include a 

keynote address by Archbishop-
elect Richard Henning of the Arch-

diocese of Boston, faith-based ven-

dors, a ministry fair, and breakout 
sessions tailored to various interests 

and age groups. There will also be opportunities for 

Adoration and Reconciliation. Register now for this 

spiritually enriching event! For additional infor-
mation and registration, visit cdow.org/

EucharisticCongress.  
 

 

Our parish will offer special prayers for local and 
state law enforcement officers and their families from 

8:30 - 9:15 am on Friday, September 27 immediate-

ly after the 8 am daily Mass. This is asking for the 

intercession of our Blessed Mother and St Michael the 
Archangel, patron of police officers. All are welcome 

to join in these prayers. 
 

The  next offering at the Monday morning Spiritual 

Support Group will be from Matthew Leonard's The 
Science of Sainthood.  We'll be exploring The Vir-

tues.  We will meet on most Monday mornings at 

9:00 am in St. Luke's room in the ELC.   This entails a 
video and discussion.   All are welcome! 

Facilitator:  Carol Bugglin 
 

The Columbiettes are hosting a retreat 
on Saturday, Oct. 26 at St. Polycarp Church from 8:45 

am - 3 pm.   "History and Mysteries" will explore the 

Holy Rosary presented by Kathy Ebner MA .  
Continental Breakfast and lunch will be served.   Cost 

is $15 and you may RSVP to Anna Skinner 302-883-

5647 NLT Oct. 18.  
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You are invited to join Bishop Koenig and pa-

rishioners from across Delaware and Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore at the annual Diocese of 

Wilmington Marian Pilgrimage on Saturday, 

September 28, 2024 beginning at 9:30 a.m. at 
Holy Spirit Church, 12 Winder Road, New 

Castle, Delaware. Come and hear keynote 

speaker, Father Sabastian White, O.P., Editor-

in-Chief of Magnificat Magazine. The day in-
cludes morning Mass, Rosary, Confessions, 

Eucharistic Adoration and Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

Visit the over two-story tall stainless steel Our 
Lady Queen of Peace statue created by master 

sculptor Charles Parks, which is located next to 

the church. For more information or vis-
it cdow.org/arianPilgrimage or facebook.com/

CDOWMarianPilgrimage. A great way to pre-

pare your heart for the October 5th Eucharistic 
Congress in Ocean City! 

 

On September 
14th the National 

Day of Remem-

brance for Abort-
ed Children was 

once again held 

in Holy Cross 
Cemetery.  The 

names of 10 babies were read out as represent-

atives received a carnation and placed it in a 
vase.  These babies were specifically requested 

by family members.  A larger floral arrange-

ment was presented in honor of the many oth-
er babies aborted every week in Dover whose 

names are unknown.    

Presiding at the service was Father Brennan 
Ferris, from Holy Cross church, who led the 
intercessory prayers and blessed the memorial 
site. Also in attendance were Pastor John R Ri-
ley,  from First Presbyterian Church of Smyrna 
and  Senator Bryant Richardson from Lau-
rel,  the only senator who proposes bills every 
year to protect the unborn and their right to 
life.  Donna Latteri was coordinator of this 
event. If anyone would like to add a name to 
the list of children remembered for next year’s 
memorial, please contact her.  862-266-1099 
 

The Mass will be held on Sunday, October 20, 
2024, at 9:30am at St. John the Beloved Church 
in Wilmington, DE.  A special invitation is ex-
tended to parents, grandparents, and siblings 
who grieve the death of a child as a result of 
miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion or early infant 

faith
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HC 8:00 am  Brigid  Talty 

   

HC 8:00 am Trina Thomasina Dendy 

    

HC 8:15 am Joseynazio Miguel Columbo 

 

 
HC 8:00 am  Sophia & Michael Timitishin  

ICC 7:00 pm  For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am  James Clacher 

 

HC 8:00 am Gunersindo Figueroa 

HC 5:00 pm Robert and Katherine Murphy 

 

HC 7:30 am  Lola Accetta 

ICC 8:30 am Brady Family  
HC 9:30 am  Sheila Beringer 

ICC 11:00 am Crumlish Family 

HC 11:30 am Ana Felicia Rodriguez 

ICC 1:00 pm For the People 
 

Sept 22-28:  Sanctuary Candle in Church is for LI Lynsy 

Gruwell; in the Chapel for Kathy McGuire. 

death. The loss may be recent or many years ago.  As 
a Catholic community, all are welcomed to join us in 
prayerful support at this special healing Mass at St. 
John the Beloved. It is a time when we come together 
to remember those who died too soon. Sponsored by 
the Offices for Marriage and Family Life and Respect 
Life of the Diocese of Wilmington.   

St. John the Apostle Parish in Milford, DE will be 
hosting its 31st Annual Oktoberfest on Friday, Octo-

ber 4, 2024, from 6 pm to 10 pm and on Saturday, 

October 5, 2024, from noon to 10 pm. This event will 

feature live music from The Funsters, The Glass On-
ion Band, German Enzian Volkstanzgruppe & Enzi-

an Kapelle. We will operate on a ticket system, ex-

cept for alcohol, which will need to be purchased 
with cash or a card. Should you have any questions, 

please call 302-381-2394.  
 

Young Adults retreat “Splendor of Truth; recovering 

a Catholic Vision in a secular age; September 20-22 at 

St. Joseph’s Hall, Malvern Retreat House; Friday at   
6 pm—Sunday 1 pm.  $175  Contact Peter Land at 

Pland@malvernretreat.com or 484-321-2358.   
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Can you spare an hour to spend with 

Jesus?  Our Adoration Chapel is open 

from 5 am to 9 pm Monday through 

Sunday.  We have openings. Call or 
text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 or email him at 

jkm2015@verizon.net to schedule. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Little reflection books, Advent, Lent and Easter 

seasons.  3 books for the one price of $10. 

The price has gone up due to increased printing 
costs and shipping.   

Please give money, name and phone number, to 

the Parish Office at Holy Cross or Marilyn Dixon 
at Immaculate Conception. 

5th Annual Car Show on October 5, 2024 (with 

rain date Oct. 12) 

Starting at 10 AM until 2 PM 

$10 Registration fee per car. 
Prizes will be awarded. 

Food will be available for purchase. 

Music provided by “The Godfather of New Eng-
land Doo Wop” 

Playing the original vinyl of the 50’s and early 60’s 

For additional information, call Woody Gravenor 

at 302-779-1168.  

 
 

.  

Couples learn to build communication skills and 
to increase intimacy.  It provides help for marriage 

problems, difficulties or crises.  The next program 

will be held the weekend of October 4 - 6 at the 
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more in-

formation, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or 

call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are 
strictly confidential.  

th
is &

 th
at 

7 am, 4 pm,  5pm 

5 pm 

4 pm 

 5 am, 9 am, 10 am, 11 am, 
12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,  

8 pm 

 

J. Bieker 
C. Bugglin 

M. Phillips 
P. Sheldon 

L. Curley 
M. Rubino  

S. Winfrey 

J. chandler 
J. Davis 

W. Thomas 
A. Wyllie 

T. Catipay 
L. Thomas 

R. Pritchett 

J. Salamone 
G. Wessel 

M. Wessel 
B. Whitworth 

H. Louissaint 
W. Shuron  

T. Baurys 
S. Crossen  

 
  TBD 

TBD 

 

 

TBD   

 

E. Cramer 

TBF   

 

A. Poppiti 

We are in need of more volunteers to help with 
taking Holy Communion to our sick and home-

bound, visit the hospital, and to help at our Mass-

es in the Church.  Have YOU ever considered be-
coming an extra-ordinary minister?  We will host 

a training class on Monday, October 14, at 6 pm 

in the Matthew/Mark Room of the Early Learning 
Center.  Please call the Parish Office to sign up for 

this class.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  Please con-

sider this important ministry.  Thank you. 
 

 
In English:  Father Mike Schmitz  

https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-

year-episodes/  
In Spanish: Fray Sergio Serrano 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-espanol-

registration 
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Gran Festival y Torneo de Futbol. Nuestros más sinceros agradecimientos a la Junta directiva, a todos los 
que trabajaron para que el festival fuera todo un éxito. a los ganadores del partido y de la Rifa felicidades. 

La próxima venta de comida será el 13 de octubre después de la misa de Confirmación. Los esperamos. 
 

Foro Cristiano:  Un año más les hacemos la más cordial invitación a nuestro Foro Cristiano. Se les invita a 

todos a que venga y comparta, en un ambiente familiar todos los viernes de 6-8 pm del mes de septiem-

bre hasta el mes de junio. Comparta sus experiencias y testimonios y avive su fe con la vida de los santos, 
el tema de este año será “Santos y Camino a la Santidad”. En el salón Mateo/Marcos del ELC.  
 

Educación Religiosa: Las inscripciones para la Educación Religiosa están abiertas, las aplicaciones están 

en línea o vaya a la oficina de Educación Religiosa. ¡Tiempo para inscribir a su hijo(a) para las clases de 
Educación Religiosa para el Año Escolar 2024-2025! (K-8 ONLY) Para candidatos a la Confirmación tienen 

que estar en el novena grado o más alto para inscribirse vaya al link: https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-

the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.  
 

Congreso Eucarístico El Reverendísimo William E. Koenig, Obispo de Wilmington. Invita a todos a que 
se unan a nuestra celebración de fe y comunidad". “La Eucaristía: Fuente y Cumbre” tiene como objetivo 

profundizar la fe y el compañerismo entre la comunidad católica en Delaware y la costa este de Mary-

land. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica (CIC 2011) nombra a la Eucaristía como “fuente y cumbre de la 
vida cristiana”. (párrafo 1324) Congreso Eucarístico 2024 Ocean City, MD el sábado, 5 de octubre de 2024 

de 8:00 Am a 4:00 Pm La Santa Misa.  Hay que inscribirse el boleto es de $35 por persona incluye discurso 

de apertura, sesiones paralelas en inglés o en español y almuerzo". Los talleres en español serán facilita-
dos por el obispo Bruce Lewandowski y Dexter Alejandro Reyes. 
 

Confirmación para Adultos: Si usted es mayor de 18 años y no se ha recibido su sacramento de la Confir-
mación las clases de preparación empezaran pronto. Habrá Confirmaciones de Adultos Hispano el do-

mingo 13 de octubre en español. Para más información hable con La Sra. Arline Dosman o el Sr. Antonio 

Luna o llame a la oficina de la parroquia al 302-674-5787 ext. 118.   
 

Se Necesitan ministros: Si usted está interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector, minis-

terio de música, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la Comunión, Arte y Ambientación.  Por favor hable 
con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 
 

La Virgen Peregrina está visitando casas, si usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por una semana por 
favor hable con la Sra. Marta Espinosa. 
 

Educación religiosa en Inmaculada Concepción: La inscripción para Educación religiosa del año escolar 

2024-2025 está abierta. Las clases de Educación religiosa comienzan el 22 de septiembre. Los niños deben 

estar inscritos para Educación Religiosa antes de que comiencen las clases para poder asistir. Asegúrese 
de inscribirse ahora.  ¡Siempre se necesitan catequistas y siempre son bienvenidos! Comuníquese con Ali-

cia Poppiti para obtener más información. 

Sacramentos: Primera reconciliación: se llevará a cabo una reunión de orientación para los padres el mar-
tes, 17 de septiembre a las 7:00 p. m. o el domingo, 22 de septiembre a las 2:30 p. m. en el salón parroquial. 

Si no ha inscrito a su hijo y está en segundo grado, visite la oficina parroquial o el sitio web de la iglesia 

en iccmarydel.org para inscribirse. Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuníquese con Alicia al 410-482-8939 o 

envíele un correo electrónico a: dre@iccmarydel.org 
 

Primera Comunión: Para participar en nuestro Programa de Primera Comunión, debe haber completado 

el Programa de Primera Reconciliación. 
 

Confirmación 2025: La inscripción al Programa de Preparación para la Confirmación 2025 está abierta. 

Inscríbase en: iccmarydel.org Si no ha inscrito a su hijo para el octavo grado, comuníquese con la Sra. Ali-
cia en la oficina parroquial.  
 

Reunión de Padres de Familia: Habrá una reunión de información para padres y adolescentes el martes 

24 de septiembre a las 7:00 p. m. o el domingo 29 de septiembre a las 2:30 p. m. en el salón parroquial pa-

ra que todos los estudiantes de octavo grado elegibles y sus padres aprendan más sobre el programa, las 
expectativas y las fechas de las sesiones y eventos. ¿Si tienes problemas para inscribirse venga a la oficina 

y lo ayudaremos? Te esperamos. 
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First Class: September 22, 2024, 3:00pm-5:00pm 
Please arrive between 2:45-2:55 to be on time and 

not disrupt classes. Bring textbook, snack and a 

pencil. 

Kindergarteners bring bookbag, crayons, safety 

scissors, glue sticks and textbook. 

Grades K-7 in the Elementary Building, drop off 
at double doors near school office. Pick up, par-

ents walk through those same doors, pick up 

child(ren) and exit doors past bathroom. Second 
Floor students will be sent down to siblings on 

the first floor for easier pick up. 

Grade 8 in the Matthew/Mark room in the Parish 

Office Building C, second floor 

Any questions or concerns, please contact Tam-

my Korosec at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or 

call (302)674-5787 X 122. 
 

Deacon Bob’s Adult Education – Tuesday 9/24 
session two 

Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life 

Classes Tuesday at either 9:00am or 7:00pm in 
the Matthew/Mark room of the Parish Office, 2 

nd Floor, Building C.  All are welcome, this is a 

free class. No workbooks will be made available.  
If you have any questions, please contact Tammy 

Korosec at korosec@holycrossdover.org or call 

(302)674-5787 X122. 
 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis) 

Class: September 22, 2024, Matthew/Mark room 

in the Parish office, 2 nd floor building C.   

Is your family interested in either starting or con-

tinuing their life-long faith journey together? 
Would you asparents like to be active partici-

pants in the faith formation of your children? 

Deacon Vince Pisano has the perfect Religious 

Education program for you and your family! 

This program engages the family, whether it be 

parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants 
to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-

raments of initiation together hand in hand. 

Come out and join us; families gathering for 
prayer, communion with one another, and shar-

ing our Faith Life experiences. 

Registration forms can be found at:  https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/christian-

formation/k-8-formation 
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Confirmation Classes:  Our first class takes 

place on Sunday, September 22 3-5 pm  

and Wednesday, September 25 6-8 pm. 
 

Young Adult Bible Study—will take place on 
Tuesday, September 24 at 7:30 pm in the Luke 

Room of the ELC building 2nd floor.  Any young 

adult 18-30 is welcome to join us for our meet-
ings. 

 

Golf Tournament:  The Holy Cross Golf League 
raised over $5600 for the Catholic Heart Work 

Camp. Our organizing committee: Wes Grau, 

Greg Coury and Phil Spampinato want to thank  
Holy Cross parishioners for supporting the teens 

in our parish who are modeling helping those in 

need. 

 
CHWC Interest Meeting—Please join us Monday 
evening, September 23 at 7 pm in the Matthew 
Mark room to learn more about Catholic Heart 

Work Camp and our summer trip to serve.  We will 
decide our destination and talk a little about our 

week of service.  This trip is for those entering 9th 
grade in the fall of 2025 through 1st year of college. 
 

 

SRE Classes begin September 22nd.  Children need 
to be registered for Religious Education before clas-

ses begin, in order to attend.  Be sure to register 
now.   Registrations in the parish office. Drop in 

and visit and register today! 
Catechists are always needed and helpers always 
welcome!!  Please contact Alicia Poppiti for more 

information.  
 

Sacraments:    
First Communion: To participate in our First Com-

munion Program, you must have completed the 
First Reconciliation Program. 

 
Confirmation 2025: The 2025 Confirmation Prep 
Program enrollment is open. Please register 

at: iccmarydel.org, If you have not registered your 
child for the 8th grade, please contact Alicia at the 

Parish office. 
 
There will be a Parent/Teen Information meeting on 

Tuesday, September 24th at 7pm or Sunday, Sep-
tember 29th at 2:30pm in the parish hall for all eligi-

ble 8th grade students and parents to learn more 
about the program, expectations, and dates for ses-
sions and events.  

 
Having trouble registering? Contact the Religious 

Ed Office at 410-482-8939 or email me 
at dre@iccmarydel.org . We are excited to see you! 
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Dear Parish Community, 
 
This past week has been full of activities as we continue 
settling into our school routines while holding events that 
bring together families, students, and teachers. One of the 

highlights was our Back to School Night for grades 1-8. 
We began the evening with prayer in the church, which 
was a meaningful way to start. As a school centered on 
faith, it felt important to begin a night of learning, com-
munication, and connection with prayer. 
 
We invited all parents of students in grades 1-8 to attend. 

After the prayer, I had the opportunity to address par-

ents, discussing our goals and expectations for the year 
ahead. Events like Back to School Night are crucial because they allow us to come together as 
a community and set the tone for the year. One of our most important objectives is to ensure 

that families feel welcomed and involved in their children’s education. We aim to build a 

bridge that connects students, families, and our broader community with the school, fostering 
an environment where everyone feels included. 
 
Looking ahead, we have some exciting activities planned, including our school book fair and 

picture day. Both students and teachers are eagerly anticipating these events. It’s funny – I 
keep thinking, “Once next week is over, we’ll finally settle into a routine,” but each week 
seems to bring new activities and opportunities for our students and families. What I’ve come 
to realize is that while routines are important, there’s also value in being flexible and open to 
the unexpected. A rigid schedule doesn’t always allow for the spontaneity that makes learning 

so engaging. 
 
I’ve learned to appreciate that while a routine is comforting, it’s okay if things don’t always go 
exactly as planned. After all, part of creating a positive learning environment is keeping stu-

dents excited and engaged, which sometimes means stepping away from rigid structures. Eve-
ry day offers a new opportunity for growth, both academically and personally. While we en-
sure our students understand expectations and push themselves to be the best versions of 

themselves, we also encourage them to enjoy each day for what it is. 
 

We are looking forward to another exciting week and continuing to show our Crusader pride! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mrs. Mallory O’Mara 
Principal  
 

Re-registration of our current students for the 2025-2026 is taking place now.   
 

Applications for any new students will begin soon.  Please watch our  

school website:  holycrossdover.org/school 
and the forms will be available within the next few weeks.  
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authors of those texts couldn’t have imagined, yet God — who inspired that writing— knew so well. 

More than Words. So, in Holy Scripture, the Divine Revelation of God – God communicating himself to us – is 

inerrant, and it is truth. However, it is insufficient. Why? It’s insufficient because there is more. This is where Sa-

cred Tradition kicks in. Tradition or Apostolic Traditions are those teachings of Jesus Christ that were not com-

mitted to the written page but were made known orally during the years spent with his Apostles. Obviously, eve-

rything Christ said and did cannot be contained in the Gospel – or else the Gospels would be encyclopedic in 

their length and breadth. The very last verse of the St. John’s Gospel sums up this idea quite well: “There are also 

many other things that Jesus did, but if these were to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would contain 

the books that would be written.” Thus, there is more. 

Good Word of Mouth. In his famous Letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul writes: “So then, brothers, stand firm and 

hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by letter.” The “us” Paul refers to are the 

Apostles. So, we are commanded to listen to the written word and what was made known. Let’s face it: between 

the time of the death of Christ and for 20 years thereafter, there were no New Testament writings. How did the 

teachings of Christ spread? Simple, they spread from the Apostles evangelizing in the area of Israel and going 

outward to the known world. They spoke of what Christ did, who He was, and the salvation He wrought. Later, 

those same Apostles committed much of what they preached and knew into written form – recognizing that they 

could not get it all down in writing. Thus, Tradition is the ongoing truths made known by the mouth of Christ, 

the events occurring immediately in his wake, and the revelation of Christ to his Apostles, His Divine Revelation. 

It Stops with St. John. That Divine Revelation, in the form of tradition, is also called “public revelation.” The 

Church has taught since the earliest days that all public revelation stopped with the death of the last of the 12 

Apostles, namely St. John's death, in 100AD. Everything that was needed to be made known was committed to 

writing (scripture) and to word of mouth (tradition). Thus, there would be no further public revelation – as every-

thing that God wanted to reveal to us was made known in the person of Christ. Everything necessary for salva-

tion was made known. 

For Deposit Only. Scripture and Tradition together form what we call the Deposit of Faith. It is a static, unchang-

ing deposit of what God revealed. That deposit, though unchanging, is made more clearly revealed as Doctrine 

develops. Thus, when Pius XII declared the Assumption of Mary to be an essential part of the faith, that truth 

came from the Deposit of Faith. That event was from the first century and occurred in the wake of Christ’s life. 

His Apostles knew of it, and the Church observed it from the earliest days. What Pope Pius XII did was to make 

clear how important that revelation about Mary's assumption was and is.  

Did He Say Cattywampus? Like a trust fund, the deposit of faith can be drawn on, but nothing can be added to 

it. In some Christian denominations, folks say that the Bible is sufficient; they believe in what is called Sola Scrip-

tura – “only scripture.”  As Catholics, we reject that cattywampus limitation as a man-made custom. We believe, 

as did the earliest followers of the Church, that the truth of Christ, who is the fullness of God’s revelation, was 

made known.  

Bigger than Sinatra. We believe that after the generation that knew Christ directly passed away, His story, His 

teachings, and His doctrines lived on by letter (scripture) and word of mouth (tradition). While much of what 

Christ said and did is in writing, there is much more that was made known and passed down in the form of tradi-

tion. The things of Sacred Tradition are often supported by scripture or alluded to directly or indirectly in scrip-

ture. Nonetheless, we are to hold, believe, and accept that Sacred Tradition (sometimes expressed with a capital T 

to make it distinct from tradition that is just human custom) is equal to Scripture and, importantly, from the same 

source. It comes from the Big Guy himself (no, not Frank Sinatra)… it comes from God. it is His revelation to us. 

Call of Duty. In the Gospel, when we hear Jesus criticizing the human traditions of the Pharisees – he is not talk-

ing about Sacred Tradition – he is speaking of human customs and man-made practices –that, unlike God’s reve-

lation – can be changed. Our duty as faithful Catholics is clear: we are to revere Scripture and Tradition with 

equal attentiveness. Our duty as Catholics is to never let our own personal customs, traditions, or practices over-

ride or diminish the Tradition of the Church handed down by the Apostles. God bless all of you in your faithful-

ness.  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 
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