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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SCHOOLS OFFICE HOURS

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am

Wednesday — 8:15 am

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day,
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day)

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday, 8:30 am —10:00 am,
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Daily, 5 am—9 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm
Closed Wednesday and Friday

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, 8:30, 11 am
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish

522 Main Street
Marydel, Maryland

410 482 7687
iccmarydel.org

IMMACUIATE CONCEPTION

24th Sunday Ordinary Time

He summoned the crowd
with his disciples and
said to them, “Whoever
wishes to come after
me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and
follow me. For whoever
wishes to save his

life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life
for my sake and that of
the gospel will save it.”

Mark 8:34-35

v

24

ORDINARY
TIME

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE (HC AND ICC)
Mary, Mother of God, January 1

Assumption, August 15

All Saints” Day, November 1

Immaculate Conception, December 8

Christmas, December 25

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near



sacraments

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS

The seven Sacraments of the Church
were instituted by Christ to confer grace.
Sacrament of Baptism. Call the office to register for
Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children
in our religious education program and school are
prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First
Communion preparation.

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our
religious education program and school are prepared
for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-
cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-
munion to the Sick, contact our parish office.

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults
seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning
for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or
deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction.

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe
you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please
contact one of our parish priests.

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family
member must make the request. Late night
requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day.

happenings

SHARE @ e SPIRIT

A COLLECTION FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE

Next week, parishioners throughout the diocese
will be asked to help make the dream of a Catho-
lic education a reality for many struggling Cath-
olic families. Monies raised through this collec-
tion coupled with the diocese’s tuition assistance
endowment provides financial assistance to hun-
dreds of deserving families who seek a Catholic
education for their children but who cannot af-
ford the full cost of tuition.

Through this collection, our Bishop is reaching
out to believing and worshipping Catholics like
you to assist him in ensuring the Catholic com-
mitment to total education of our children does
not fade away because people cannot afford it.
Our Catholic Church has the mission to educate
and this mission directly affects the quality of life
we experience as Catholics, all of us have a stake
in Catholic education.

I ask you to generously support next week’s
Share in the Spirit collection. God bless you for
your ongoing goodness.

To learn more about the Share in the Spirit col-
lection and its importance, go to the diocesan
website at https://www.cdow.org/share-in-the-
spirit.
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WEEKLY OFFERING (HC)
Ending September 1, 2024
OFFT%PTEORY RECEIVED BL;J'DEC[:ETEED/ DIFFERENCE
Regular | $24,477 $25,566 ($2,089)
YTD $238,338 | $237,966 $372
Needs $1,522 $1,775 ($253)
WEEKLY OFFERING (ICC)
Ending September 1, 2024
OFFERTORY
e RECEIVED
Regular $3,732
2nd
$475
Collection

Thank you to all advertisers in
our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

If you know of someone who would
like to advertise in the bulletin,
please contact
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200.
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Dear Parishioners,

"Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim / Till all the
world adore his sacred name.” I am sure many of you will
be familiar with this Church hymn, which is so often in
many churches in and around the time of the Feast of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14). Just as
Immaculate Mary befits Immaculate Conception Parish
in Marydel on its feast day (December 8), so, too, Lift
High the Cross befits and beautifully expresses our
sentiments as regards the Exaltation of the Cross. Note
that in past years, this feast day also carried other titles;
in my lifetime, it was known as the Feast Triumph of
the Cross or simply the Feast of the Holy Cross before
becoming the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

One Cross, Two Reasons. Whatever this feast has been
known by at different points in history, it has been cele-
brated for two key reasons:

Firstly, this holy feast serves to recall an historical
event that proved to be extremely important in the life
of the Catholic church and

Secondly, this holy feast serves to underline the
importance of the symbol and reality of the cross in the
daily life of every Catholic, indeed of every Christian.

On a Mission. The important event we commemorate
today takes us back to the fourth century, back to the
time when the DMV was still inspecting Chariots. In
the fourth century, specifically on May 3, 326 AD, the
cross on which Jesus was crucified was uncovered dur-
ing an excavation. Here’s the story. According to St
John Chrysostom, St. Helena (the mother of Roman
Emperor Constantine) devotedly desired to find the
cross of Christ. To this end, she set up a Pilgrimage to
the Holy Land in order to see where Christ lived, died,
and rose from the dead. She traveled to Jerusalem with
a large entourage, no doubt ordered to be at her side by
her son.

St. Helena Digs the Scene. Once in Jerusalem, St. Hel-
ena organized a dig at the site of Christ’s tomb. In the
course of their digging, those doing the excavation
work came upon three wooden crosses. It was logically
presumed that they must have been hidden to protect
them from desecration by the Roman authorities in the
first century. There was a problem, though. St. Helena
and her group could not tell which of the three was the
cross of Jesus and which were the crosses of the two
thieves crucified with him.

Three People Brought to Heal. According to tradition,
St. Helena and her entourage sought a miraculous

identification of the true Cross of Christ. To that end, a
sick woman and a dead man who was being carried to
burial were brought to the site. The three crosses were
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placed one after the other on the sick woman and
on the dead man. Two of the crosses had no effect,
but on contact with the third cross, the sick woman
was healed of her infirmity, and the dead man was
restored to life. These miracles clearly indicated
which one of the three was, in fact, and in faith, the
holy cross.

The Truth Uncovered. Even without CNN and
FoxNews, word of the finding of the true cross
quickly spread, and believers gathered to see the
true cross and venerate it. The Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem came to the site. Standing on a raised platform
there, he hoisted up the cross high — thus
“exalting” it for all to see. At the sight of it, people
fell to their knees, bowing down before the cross
and crying out repeatedly: "Kyrie Eleison (Lord have
mercy)!” This finding of the Cross on May 3, 326,
made visible to the eyes of the faithful what they
had held in their hearts for so many years. These
faithful people could now walk by faith and by
sight of the truth of Christ’s Cross.

In the Merry Little Month of... An aside: In Mexi-
co and much of Latin America, this finding of the
True Cross of Christ is celebrated as the Feast of
the Holy Cross — but not on September 14. Nope.
They celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross on the
anniversary of the day the Cross was recovered
and raised up for all to see, May 3.

May or September? So, you may be wondering,
why don’t we celebrate this event on May 3? Why
do we celebrate it on September 14? Two good
questions. Here is some quick Church background
on this matter: For many years, the Catholic
Church has celebrated both Feasts of the Holy
Cross (May 3 and September 14) on the Universal
Church calendar. But, in 1960, Pope John XXIII
removed the May 3 date from that calendar. He
allowed individual Dioceses and countries to keep
the May 3 date if they wanted, but the Feast of the
Holy Cross would be universally observed on Sep-
tember 14 (which later became the Feast of the Ex-
altation of the Holy Cross).

September Song. Why September 14? What does
that date have to do with the Feast of the Holy
Cross? Let’s jump back to the fourth century. After
finding the Cross of Christ on May 3, 316, St. Hele-
na was so moved with devotion to Christ that she
commissioned a church to be built over the site
where the Cross was found. The Church that was
built was the world-famous Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, which still stands today. That Church
was dedicated (consecrated as a Church) on — you

Continued on page 10
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connections

HC & ICC CLERGY

Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini, V. F.
Rev. Brennan Ferris
Rev. John Hynes

HC CLERGY

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
In Residence

Mr. Philip Belt Deacon
Mr. John Harvey Deacon
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon
Mr. Vincent Pisano Deacon
ICC CLERGY

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon
HC STAFF

Parish Office 302 674 5787
Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110
Diane Belt Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113
Kenneth Trojan Business Manager, ext. 119
Sharon Seelig Records Manager, ext. 116

Arline Dosman
Tammy Korosec
Linda Darling
Justin Wurzel

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18
CRE Religious Ed, ext 122

Youth Ministry, ext. 123
Maintenance Director

Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302

MAILING ADDRESS
Church of the Holy Cross

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

ICC STAFF

Parish Office 410 482 7687
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed.
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper

Arline Dosman

MAILING ADDRESS
Immaculate Conception Church
P. O. Box 399

Marydel, MD 21649-0399

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL

Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8
302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org/school

Mallory O’Mara

MAILING ADDRESS
Holy Cross School

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

Principal, ext. 111
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25TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME (SEPT 22)
FIRST READING: WISDOM 2:12, 17-20

People whose intentions are not good will put good
people to the test.

SECOND READING: JAMES 3:16—4:3

But the wisdom that comes from haven is first of all
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
GOSPEL: MARK 9:30-37

Anyone who wants to be first must be the very
last, and the servant of all.

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

Don't delay! Registration is now open for Eucharistic
Congress, October 5, 2024 Join us for the Diocese of
Wilmington's Eucharistic Congress, which will take
place on October 5, 2024, at the

Ocean City Convention Center. The %%\3 <
theme, "The Eucharist: The Source ZE
and Summit," invites us to deepen
our understanding and appreciation
of the Eucharist. The day will in-

clude a keynote addressby Arch- z%'i’ﬁ‘éﬁliﬁfé"r’. e
bishop-elect Richard Henning of the =202+ oceancmime
Archdiocese of Boston, faith-based

vendors, a ministry fair, and breakout sessions tai-
lored to various interests and age groups. There will
also be opportunities for Adoration and Reconcilia-
tion. Register now for this spiritually enriching event!
For additional information and registration, vis-

it cdow.org/EucharisticCongress.

PRAY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
Our parish will offer special prayers for local and
state law enforcement officers and their families from
8:30 - 9:15 am on Friday, September 27 immediate-

ly after the 8 am daily Mass. This is asking for the
intercession of our Blessed Mother and St Michael the
Archangel, patron of police officers. All are welcome
tojoin in these prayers.

I

Hq,
o,

SOURCE € SUMMIT

MONDAY SPIRITUAL GROUP

The next offering at the Monday morning Spiritual
Support Group will be from Matthew Leonard's The
Science of Sainthood. We'll be exploring The Vir-
tues. We will meet on most Monday mornings at
9:00 am in St. Luke's room in the ELC. This entails a
video and discussion. All are welcome!

Facilitator: Carol Bugglin

COLUMBIETTES

The Columbiettes are hosting a retreat

on Saturday, Oct. 26 at St. Polycarp Church from 8:45
am -3 pm. "History and Mysteries" will explore the
Holy Rosary presented by Kathy Ebner MA .
Continental Breakfast and lunch will be served. Cost
is $15 and you may RSVP to Anna Skinner 302-883-
5647 NLT Oct. 18.
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SPEND A SATURDAY WITH YOUR MOTH-
ER

Attend the Diocesan Marian Pilgrimage in
New Castle

You are invited to join Bishop Koenig and pa-
rishioners from across Delaware and Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore at the annual Diocese of
Wilmington Marian Pilgrimage on Saturday,
September 28, 2024 beginning at 9:30 a.m. at
Holy Spirit Church, 12 Winder Road, New
Castle, Delaware. Come and hear keynote
speaker, Father Sabastian White, O.P., Editor-
in-Chief of Magnificat Magazine. The day in-
cludes morning Mass, Rosary, Confessions,
Eucharistic Adoration and Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.
Visit the over two-story tall stainless steel Our
Lady Queen of Peace statue created by master
sculptor Charles Parks, which is located next to
the church. For more information or vis-

it cdow.org/

MarianPilgrimage or facebook.com/
CDOWDMarianPilgrimage. A great way to pre-
pare your heart for the October 5th Eucharistic
Congress in Ocean City!

RESPECT LIFE GROUP

“Abortion is Just 3% of What Planned
Parenthood Offers” Planned Parenthood’s
own report provides the information with
which to debunk the 3 percent claim.

The group arrives at this statistic be dividing
the number of abortion procedures performed
each year by the number of “services” the
group provided. A “service” is defined as a
“discrete clinical interaction,” such as the ad-
ministration of an STD test. Here’s what that
means in practice. If a woman visits a Planned
Parenthood facility to obtain an

abortion, and while she’s there she also re-
ceives a pregnancy test (necessary before per-
forming an

abortion), an STD test (to see if the sex that re-
sulted in pregnancy also resulted in an STD),
and contraception (supposedly to preclude
future abortions), Planned Parenthood would
say that the

abortion procedure was just 25 percent of the
“services” she received-even though she came
to the clinic primarily to obtain an abortion.

ANNUAL FOOTPRINTS MASS

The Mass will be held on Sunday, October 20,
2024, at 9:30am at St. John the Beloved Church
in Wilmington, DE. A special invitation is ex-
tended to parents, grandparents, and siblings
who grieve the death of a child as a result of
miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion or early infant
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MASS INTENTION

SEPTEMBER
16 MONDAY
HC 8:00 am William Hermance
17 TUESDAY
HC 8:00 am John Stant
18 WEDNESDAY
HC 8:15 am John Stant
19 THURSDAY
HC 8:00 am Madge McKeveer
ICC7:00 pm  For the People
20 FRIDAY
HC 8:00 am Lynne Brownawell

21 SATURDAY

HC 8:00 am LI Vince & Janet Pisano

HC 5:00 pm Geraldine E. Stine

22 SUNDAY

HC 7:30 am John & Elizabeth Matthews
ICC8:30am  Crumlish Family

HC 9:30 am DM Cartanza Family
ICC11:00 am  Brady Family

HC11:30 am DM Family of Rocha Pineda
ICC1:00 pm  For the People

Sept 15-21: Sanctuary Candle in Church is for Reynaldo
Rosales; in the Chapel for Kathy McGuire.

death. The loss may be recent or many years ago. As
a Catholic community, all are welcomed to join us in
prayerful support at this special healing Mass at St.
John the Beloved. It is a time when we come together
to remember those who died too soon. Sponsored by
the Offices for Marriage and Family Life and Respect
Life of the Diocese of Wilmington.

OKTOBERFEST

St. John the Apostle Parish in Milford, DE will be
hosting its 31st Annual Oktoberfest on Friday, Octo-
ber 4, 2024, from 6 pm to 10 pm and on Saturday,
October 5, 2024, from noon to 10 pm. This event will
feature live music from The Funsters, The Glass On-
ion Band, German Enzian Volkstanzgruppe & Enzi-
an Kapelle. We will operate on a ticket system, ex-
cept for alcohol, which will need to be purchased
with cash or a card. Should you have any questions,
please call 302-381-2394.

SPLENDOR OF TRUTH

Young Adults retreat “Splendor of Truth; recovering
a Catholic Vision in a secular age; September 20-22 at
St. Joseph’s Hall, Malvern Retreat House; Friday at

6 pm—Sunday 1 pm. $175 Contact Peter Land at
Pland@malvernretreat.com or 484-321-2358.

uonoe Ut yjre;



faith in action

SEPT 21/SEPT 22, 2024

EMHC SERVERS
M. MacLeish M. Sirolli J. Cutorna
5:00 M Miller N. Sirolli S. Murawski
PM
LECTORS
F. Urick
7:30  S.Gede M. Jacobs T. Catipay
AM P. Jackson L. Luckett S. Corpuz
LECTORS
C. Cuffee
9:30 K Kelly D. McGinnis B. Torbert
AM K .Boyer L. Olmstead C. Torbert
LECTORS
C. Petka
M .Sherlock
11:30 A.Cisneros B. Guzman TBD
AM C. Garcia
LECTORS
TBD
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
TBD
8:30
AM LECTORS
K. Cairns
TBF
11:00
LECTORS
AM
L Soule

EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY
COMMUNION TRAINING

We are in need of more volunteers to help with
taking Holy Communion to our sick and home-
bound, visit the hospital, and to help at our Mass-
es in the Church. Have YOU ever considered be-
coming an extra-ordinary minister? We will host
a training class on Monday, October 14, at 6 pm
in the Matthew/Mark Room of the Early Learning
Center. Please call the Parish Office to sign up for
this class. WE NEED YOUR HELP!! Please con-
sider this important ministry. Thank you.

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

In English: Father Mike Schmitz
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-
year-episodes/

In Spanish: Fray Sergio Serrano
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-espanol-
registration
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ADORATION CHAPEL

Can you spare an hour to spend with
Jesus? Our Adoration Chapel is open
from 5 am to 9 pm Monday through
Sunday. We have openings. Call or
text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 or email him at
jkm2015@verizon.net to schedule.

SUNDAY 7 am, 4 pm, 5pm

MONDAY 5pm

TUESDAY 4 pm

SATURDAY 2 am, 9am, 10 am, 11 am,
12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,
8 pm

LITTLE BOOKS

Little reflection books, Advent, Lent and Easter
seasons. 3 books for the one price of $10.

The price has gone up due to increased printing
costs and shipping.

Please give money, name and phone number, to
the Parish Office at Holy Cross or Marilyn Dixon
at Immaculate Conception.

CAR SHOW AT IMMACUILATE CONCEP-
TION CHURCH

5th Annual Car Show on October 5, 2024 (with
rain date Oct. 12)

Starting at 10 AM until 2 PM

$10 Registration fee per car.

Prizes will be awarded.

Food will be available for purchase.

Music provided by “The Godfather of New Eng-
land Doo Wop”

Playing the original vinyl of the 50’s and early 60’s
For additional information, call Woody Gravenor
at 302-779-1168.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be held the
weekend of September 20-22, 2024. This retreat
offers emotional and spiritual healing for anyone
who has struggled with grief and loss from abor-
tion. Contact Nan Bernardo-Freeman at 302-463-
7711 (call or text)

or lucyminn929@gmail.com by Sept. 6.

RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE
LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE .

Couples learn to build communication skills and
to increase intimacy. It provides help for marriage
problems, difficulties or crises. The next program
will be held the weekend of October 4 - 6 at the
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more in-
formation, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or
call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are
strictly confidential.
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¢ Gran Festival y Torneo de Futbol. Hoy domingo 15 tendremos nuestro tradicional Festival para cerrar
con broche de oro nuestra fiesta patronal, Con un partido de futbol y venta de comida toda sera des-
pués de la Santa Misa. Necesitamos la colaboracién de toda la Feligresia en general; si usted puede
donar su Tiempo, Tesoro o Talentos se lo agradecemos. Estaremos rifando un hermoso crucifijo, com-
pre y ayudemos a vender los boletos. Todo esto es a beneficio de nuestra parroquia.

e Foro Cristiano: Un afio mas les hacemos la mas cordial invitacién a nuestro Foro Cristiano. Se les in-
vita a todos a que venga y comparta, en un ambiente familiar todos los viernes de 6-8 pm del mes de
septiembre hasta el mes de junio. Comparta sus experiencias y testimonios y avive su fe con la vida
de los santos, el tema de este afo serd “Santos y Camino a la Santidad”. En el salén Mateo/Marcos del
ELC.

e Educacién Religiosa: Las inscripciones para la Educacion Religiosa estan abiertas, las aplicaciones
estan en linea o vaya a la oficina de Educacién Religiosa. jTiempo para inscribir a su hijo(a) para las
clases de Educacion Religiosa para el Afio Escolar 2024-2025! (K-8 ONLY) Para candidatos a la Confir-
macion tienen que estar en el novena grado o mas alto para inscribirse vaya al link: https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.

e Congreso Eucaristico El Reverendisimo William E. Koenig, Obispo de Wilmington. Invita a todos a
que se unan a nuestra celebraciéon de fe y comunidad". “La Eucaristia: Fuente y Cumbre” tiene como
objetivo profundizar la fe y el compafierismo entre la comunidad catélica en Delaware y la costa este
de Maryland. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Catdlica (CIC 2011) nombra a la Eucaristia como “fuente y
cumbre de la vida cristiana”. (parrafo 1324) Congreso Eucaristico 2024 Ocean City, MD el sabado, 5
de octubre de 2024 de 8:00 Am a 4:00 Pm La Santa Misa. Hay que inscribirse el boleto es de $35 por
persona incluye discurso de apertura, sesiones paralelas en inglés o en espafiol y almuerzo". Los talle-
res en espafol serdn facilitados por el obispo Bruce Lewandowski y Dexter Alejandro Reyes.

e Confirmacion para Adultos: Si usted es mayor de 18afios de edad y no se ha recibido su sacramento
de la Confirmacion las clases de preparacién empezaran pronto. Habra Confirmaciones de Adultos
Hispano el domingo 13 de octubre en espafiol. Para mas informacion hable con La Sra. Arline Dos-
man o el Sr. Antonio Luna o llame a la oficina de la parroquia al 302-674-5787 ext. 118.

e Se Necesitan ministros: Si usted esta interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector,
ministerio de musica, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la Comunién, Arte y Ambientacion. Por fa-
vor hable con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118

e La Virgen Peregrina estd visitando casas, si usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por una semana
por favor hable con la Sra. Marta Espinosa.

ICC

e Educacion religiosa en Inmaculada Concepcién: La inscripcion para Educacion religiosa del afio esco-
lar 2024-2025 esta abierta. Las clases de Educacion religiosa comienzan el 22 de septiembre. Los nifios
deben estar inscritos para Educacién Religiosa antes de que comiencen las clases para poder asistir.
Asegurese de inscribirse ahora. jSiempre se necesitan catequistas y siempre son bienvenidos! Comu-
niquese con Alicia Poppiti para obtener mas informacion.

e Sacramentos: Primera reconciliacion: se llevard a cabo una reunién de orientacion para los padres el
martes, 17 de septiembre a las 7:00 p. m. o el domingo, 22 de septiembre a las 2:30 p. m. en el salén
parroquial. Si no ha inscrito a su hijo y estd en segundo grado, visite la oficina parroquial o el sitio
web de la iglesia en iccmarydel.org para inscribirse. Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuniquese con Alicia
al 410-482-8939 o enviele un correo electrénico a: dre@iccmarydel.org

e Primera Comunioén: Para participar en nuestro Programa de Primera Comunién, debe haber comple-
tado el Programa de Primera Reconciliacion.

¢ Confirmacion 2025: La inscripcidn al Programa de Preparacion para la Confirmacion 2025 esta abier-
ta. Inscribase en: iccmarydel.org Si no ha inscrito a su hijo para el octavo grado, comuniquese con la
Sra. Alicia en la oficina parroquial.

¢ Reunion de Padres de Familia: Habra una reunién de informacion para padres y adolescentes el mar-
tes 24 de septiembre a las 7:00 p. m. o el domingo 29 de septiembre a las 2:30 p. m. en el salén parro-
quial para que todos los estudiantes de octavo grado elegibles y sus padres aprendan mas sobre el
programa, las expectativas y las fechas de las sesiones y eventos. ;Si tienes problemas para inscribirse
venga a la oficina y lo ayudaremos? Te esperamos.
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faith formation

ITS TIME TO REGISTER!!! Go to https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/christian-
formation/k-8-formation to register for the up-
coming Religious Education school year so your
child may continue their K-8 faith journey and
beyond!

For more information regarding the 2024-25 Pro-
gram year contact Tammy Korosec at either (302)
674-5787 X 122 or email
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org

Deacon Bob’s next adult education offering is
Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life. The
marvelous treasures of the Catholic Faith —the
Eucharist, Mary, the saints, and the Creed —are
all centered on a single figure: Jesus Christ. Jesus
is more than a historical or theological figure. He
is our Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord, and our
God. While many of us already know a lot about
him, how well can we say we really know him?
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Jesus: The
Way, the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh
look at Jesus—who he is, what he is really like,
what he taught, and what he did for our salva-
tion. This encounter with Christ will inspire and
empower you to center your entire life on him as
you come to know and love him in an ever-
deeper and more intimate way.

Classes are on Tuesdays beginning September 17
at either 9am or 7pm in the Matthew/Mark room
in the Holy Cross Parish office. This is a FREE
class, no workbooks will be provided. If you
have any questions contact Tammy Korosec

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis)

Is your family interested in either starting or con-
tinuing their life-long faith journey together?
Would you as parents like to be active partici-
pants in the faith formation of your children?
Deacon Vince Pisano has the perfect Religious
Education program for you and your family!

This program engages the family, whether it be
parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants
to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-
raments of initiation together hand in hand.
Come out and join us; families gathering for
prayer, communion with one another, and shar-
ing our Faith Life experiences.

Registration forms can be found at:
https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/
christian-formation/k-8-formation

Contact Tammy Korosec at either
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-
5787 X 122 for further information.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Confirmation Classes: Our first class takes
place on Sunday, September 22 3-5 pm

and Wednesday, September 25 6-8 pm.

Young Adult Bible Study: Ages 18 to 30. Please
join us Thursday, Sept. 12 at 7 pm in the Luke
Room of the ELC Building. Dive into

Scripture and deepen your relationship with Christ
alongside fellow believers. Contact Ash-

lyn @ ladyliveslavish@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

CHWC Interest Meeting —Please join us Monday
evening, September 23 at 7 pm in the Matthew
Mark room to learn more about Catholic Heart
Work Camp and our summer trip to serve. We will
decide our destination and talk a little about our
week of service. This trip is for those entering 9th
grade in the fall of 2025 through 1st year of college.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ICC

SRE Classes begin September 22nd. Children need
to be registered for Religious Education before clas-
ses begin, in order to attend. Be sure to register
now. Registrations in the parish office. Drop in
and visit and register today!

Catechists are always needed and helpers always
welcome!! Please contact Alicia Poppiti for more
information.

Sacraments:

First Reconciliation: A Parent Orientation Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, September 17th at

7pm or Sunday, September 22 at 2:30pm in the Par-
ish Hall. If you have not registered your child and
they are in the 2nd grade, please visit the parish
office or church website at iccmarydel.org to regis-
ter. If you have any questions, please contact Alicia
at 410-482-8939 or email her

at: dre@iccmarydel.org

First Communion: To participate in our First Com-
munion Program, you must have completed the
First Reconciliation Program.

Confirmation 2025: The 2025 Confirmation Prep
Program enrollment is open. Please register

at: iccmarydel.org, If you have not registered your
child for the 8th grade, please contact Alicia at the
Parish office.

There will be a Parent/Teen Information meeting on
Tuesday, September 24th at 7pm or Sunday, Sep-
tember 29th at 2:30pm in the parish hall for all eligi-
ble 8th grade students and parents to learn more
about the program, expectations, and dates for ses-
sions and events. Having trouble registering? Con-
tact the Religious Ed Office at 410-482-8939 or email
me at dre@iccmarydel.org . We are excited to see
you!



This past week at Holy Cross has been both meaningful and eventful. We held our first prayer

service of the year, introducing students to this year’s Diocesan theme. Our community gath-

ered for Mass in celebration of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, beautifully led by

our 8th-grade students and teachers. It was a moving experience shared by all. We also hosted
First Responders Day, welcoming local heroes from
various fields to our campus. They shared their experi-
ences and allowed our students to learn more about
their invaluable service to the community.

tAANK Yo,
ST x x We intentionally scheduled First Responders Day close
loj@eepandgw to Patriots Day, as it allowed our students to connect
—_— what they learned about the work of first responders
WE SUPPORT YOU

with the importance of remembering the tragic events
of September 11, 2001. Through prayer and reflection,
we continue to honor and remember all the families af-
fected by that day.

Having grown up in New York, many of my own family members have been, and still are,
tirst responders. My father was a corrections officer, while my uncles, grandfathers, and cous-
ins served as firefighters and police officers. As a child, I admired them deeply for their cour-
age, but on September 11, 2001, their bravery was recognized by the whole nation. That day,
my family, along with countless others, lost friends, neighbors, and loved ones. My uncle,
Brian Cannizzaro, a firefighter, was one of the heroes who gave his life that day.

Ever since, we have mourned his loss as well as the loss of all the brave men and women who
sacrificed their lives. We continue to pray for their families. A quote from my uncle’s favorite
movie, Gladiator, that always stood out to him : “What we do in life, echoes in eternity.” This
quote resonates deeply with my family and all who knew him. He was more than a firefight-
er—he was a father, a husband, a sports enthusiast, a prankster, and a dedicated friend to oth-
ers. His life and bravery/heroism will forever echo in eternity. His son, Chris, recently gradu-
ated from Virginia Tech, where he played baseball, and continues to honor his father’s
memory through his actions and character. His wife, Jackie, keeps his memory alive each and
every day.

I also carry my own connection to that fateful time. My father was among those who helped
with the cleanup efforts of Ground Zero. His role in that recovery period, alongside many
others, is something I am deeply proud of. His service exemplifies the resilience and strength
that followed the devastation.

It is my hope that through our First Responders Day, our students come to understand not on-
ly the work of these incredible men and women but also the importance of respect, empathy,
compassion, and gratitude for their sacrifices. On Wednesday, September 11th, our school be-
gan the day with prayer and a conversation about the events of that day. These conversations
are essential, ensuring that the lives and legacies of all those heroes continue to echo in eterni-

ty.
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pastor’s column continued

guessed it — September 14, in the year 335.

Raising Hope. During the dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on that September day in 335, the true
cross of Christ was raised up during the dedication service. As it was exalted, people dropped to their knees in
reverence and piety and also in celebration that the Cross of our Lord was housed in this beautiful Church. And
it is the dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where the re-discovered Cross was given a home on
September 14, 335, that we celebrate today. Of note, that Church, now a Basilica, is today regarded as one of the
holiest places on earth by all of Christianity.

The Cross in our Lives. Also, on this Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, we are faithfully conscious that the
sign of the Cross has become a universal Christian symbol. When people face trouble or are scared, they cross
themselves; likewise, athletes make a sign of the cross before or during a game. When we see people do that, we
recognize them immediately as Christians. Likewise, folks today often wear crosses on necklaces, broaches, ear-
rings, and other Kay Jewelers types of stuff.

The Crucifix in our Lives. More germane to us here, I should note that a Crucifix (the cross with an image of
Christ's body upon it) frequently demarcates a church as a Catholic church. Likewise, having crucifixes in the
homes, the school, and the classroom is a constant witness and reminder of our faith in Christ, who died on the
cross for us men and for our salvation.

More than an Object. Now, all of these references to the Cross that I noted are useful and important ways of
proclaiming and lifting high the cross of Christ. They are essential ways of saying to the world that the cross is
more than just an object; it is more than just a piece of wood: It is a symbol and expression of the suffering,
death, and resurrection of Christ by which we have been redeemed as well as a symbol of our faith in the cruci-
fied and risen one, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Take Up Your Cross! Jesus taught us that the cross should be a constant feature in the daily lives of his follow-
ers: "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” (Matthew
16:24). But to take up the cross in the way that Christ commanded us, we need to do more than wear a crucifix,
or hang one in our house. To lift up and exalt the cross in the way that Jesus asks us to do is a way of life. It is to
accept self-denial and sacrifice as part of our daily lives. Sacrifice means to give up something that is of value to
me for the sake of God and the benefit of my neighbor. Another word for it is love — and love is measured by
sacrifice. People who love much sacrifice much. Yet sacrifice, which sees us giving up something, does not make
us poorer; it makes us richer. It doesn’t subtract from us; it adds to us.

This is what we see in Christ and his Holy Cross.
This is what we see in the lives of the saints who took up their cross.
This is what we are all called to do: to carry that cross with Christ.

This holy day is not just a feast but a command: Lift high the cross with our words and lives and make Christ
known as the Savior and the Lord.

Meanwhile, in Dover. For those who attend Mass at Holy Cross this weekend (sorry to all buds at ICC), the
Parish exposes a relic of the True Cross that it has been entrusted with. It is a small piece of that Cross found by
St. Helena. The Church teaches that on this special feast day, any relic of the Cross is to be treated with the same
gestures and reverence reserved for the Blessed Sacrament. And so at the
end of Masses at Holy Cross this weekend, by the authority of the Church,
the Priest is commended to bless the people at the end of Mass relic of the
Cross of Christ. And that is an honor... and a moment of grace for us.
However, be aware that every day we awake embracing the hope of the
resurrection, living the promise of salvation and walking as followers of
Christ, we are already blessed by his Cross.

So, in light of this Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross this weekend, let us
resolve to: "Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim / ‘til all the world adore his sacred name.”

Yours in Christ,
Fr. James Lentini

Pastor
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