Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

522 Main Street  P.O. Box 399 « Marydel, Maryland 21649-0399
Phone: 410-482-7687 « Fax: 410-482-7253

www.iccmarydel.org

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Fridays 9:30-Noon, Closed Wednesdays.
Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change. It’s best to call first.

September 24, 2017 — Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m. (in Spanish)
Weekday Eucharist
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Holydays of Obligation
As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation
After the Sunday morning Masses,
Thursday evening 6:30pm
And by appointment at any reasonable time

Pastoral Care and Liturgy

Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor
Rev. ldongesit A. Etim, Parochial Vicar
Rev. John T. Solomon, Parochial Vicar

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr.
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, I

Christian Formation

Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E.

Hispanic Ministry

Mrs. Arline Dosman

If you or someone you know is in need of

financial assistance, please call
St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

The Sacraments

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell 1ll, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator,
for details at 302-492-0753.

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must
participate in an orientation session. Please call the parish office at
410-482-8939 for details.

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are
considering. Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health.
When a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the
Anointing here beforehand, if at all possible. Our lay ministers to the
sick bring Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any
length of time. Please call the parish office to arrange for these
services.

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained
ministry or religious life.

Dear Parishioners,

country, the faith that would primarily, though not
exclusively, be affected would be the Christian faith, which

In 1984, former Beatle John Lennon landed a posthumous
hit song in the United States; it was entitled, “Nobody Told
Me.” The chorus of that song noted, “Nobody told me
there'd be days like these / strange days indeed... strange
days indeed.” And sometimes, as I read the morning paper
(hard copy, not some digital doppelganger version), and
digest the news, I ponder that song’s lyrics, “strange days
indeed.”

I don’t often tread the latest political battles of the day in
this column; but there was a recent skirmish, not isolated in
its context, that caught my eye and my mind as | was
putting together this week’s column.

Test of Faith? In recent years, there has been an
emergence of a view, in political circles, that someone with
a strong faith perhaps cannot be trusted with political or
governmental office. Or perhaps better put, that that person
has to check his or her faith at the office door. In our

is the majority faith grouping of our nation (and of which
Catholicism is the single largest share). Now, our nation’s
founders, in their wisdom, addressed this question of the
compatibility of those with a religious faith holding
government office, to wit, Article 1V, Section 3 of our
nation’s Constitution reads as follows: “no religious test
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or
public trust under the United States.” [emphasis mine]

On September 7", a faithful practicing Catholic named
Amy Coney Barrett, a Notre Dame law professor, was
being reviewed by a United States Senate panel considering
her appointment as a Judge for the 7™ Circuit Court of
Appeals. And the questioning, which would usually deal
with one’s judicial prowess or knowledge of the law, took a
bizarre, even dark, turn. Suddenly Amy Barrett was being
questioned about her Catholic faith. Her religious beliefs



were being subject to a test, juxtaposed to her consideration
for a judicial confirmation.

What was asked? Among other things, a Senator from
California said to Barrett during the hearing, “When you
read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is that the
[Catholic] dogma lives loudly within you and that’s of
concern[.]” Then another Senator, this one from Michigan,
asked, “Do you consider yourself an orthodox Catholic?”
Now, that seems like an odd question. While you might ask
someone, out of curiosity, what their religion is (e.g., “Are
you Baptist?” “Are you Jewish?” etc.), I think it would be
odd to ask, “Are you a faithful Jew?” or “Are you a
committed Baptist?”

Orthodox means, “conforming to what is generally or
traditionally accepted as right or true; established and
approved.” One that identifies themselves as an orthodox
Jew, an orthodox Catholic, or an orthodox whatever, means
that one subscribes to and follows the tenets of one’s faith.
A non-orthodox person would be one who gives only lip-
service to their faith and lives that faith in a nominal or
variant fashion. It would be right and proper that one who
identifies themselves as being of a specific faith — calling
it their religion — follows it. | think that that does set the
bar low, but reasonably so.

Vision, Values and Belief. What troubles me in all of this,
as the leader of a Catholic flock, is the idea that one’s faith
should have no influence on them and what they do and
how they live. How bizarre? We say we want leaders and
officials with vision, values and firm beliefs. Well, where
do you think those visions, values and firm beliefs come
from? From the bottom of a crackerjack box? From a daily
horoscope? From playing with the “Magic Eight Ball?” Of
course not. What one believes about God, informs one’s
view of the world and one’s actions. It forms one’s vision,
values and beliefs. It is certainly not a disqualifier for
public office or something that should be “of concern.”
More troubling, in the context of the question about being
“orthodox,” is the implication that if one was a “non-
orthodox’ Catholic, that would be better. In other words, if
one’s beliefs were tepid — if you really didn’t follow your
faith but had it in name only — then, that would be okay.

In other words, believing your faith, living your faith, and
keeping your faith front and center in your life is “of
concern” if you are running for or being appointed to
political office.

Of the Conscience and the Constitution. The logical
extension of this reasoning would be that believing
Catholics (and Christians, Jews, etc.) are really not
acceptable for public office. They need not apply, unless
they check their faith at the door. That doesn’t square with
the Church’s teaching on conscience and integrity, and it
doesn’t in any way square with our nation’s Constitution
that sets out that, “no religious test shall ever be required as
a qualification to any office or public trust under the United
States.”

I have to reiterate my opening comment, that I don’t
normally bring matters like this up in my Pastor’s column.
While I do, at times, address moral issues that overlap the
political sphere, as the Church commends, I don’t do
politics. And I don’t think I’'m doing politics here. I think I
am sending up the warning flare that Catholics may be in
danger of becoming second class citizens when it comes to
government service; they may be asked to choose as to
whether to sit at the right hand of God or of government.
Not much of a choice, in my book, but it is a choice that no
one should need to have to make.

Across the Pond. Earlier this year in Great Britain, Tim
Farron, the leader of one of the major political parties was
effectively pushed to resign his post. Why, because he was
openly Christian, and opposed to abortion and single-sex
marriage; positions he had held for many years, even
though his party held differing positions. At his resignation,
he spoke plainly about the reasons for his departure: “I
seem to be the subject of suspicion because of what |
believe and who my faith is in... In which case, we are
kidding ourselves if we think we yet live in a tolerant,
liberal society. That’s why I have chosen to step down as
leader[.]” A very sad story for all the faithful. A cautionary
tale. These are strange days, indeed.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. James Lentini, Pastor

MASS INTENTIONS:

Sunday, Sept. 24

8:30: Thompson & Hartner Families
11:00: Joe Betley

Misa en Espafiol 1pm For the People
Thu Sep 28 Misa 7pm For the People

Sunday, Oct. 1

8:30: Lillie Herin

11:00: Carl Ergenzinger

Misa en Espafiol 1pm For the People

New Mass book will open on November 1.

COLLECTION TOTALS:

Regular Offertory: $3288.00
Support-SRE: $401.10

Second Collection Today: Share in the Spirit

Your continued support of the work of your Church is
much needed, and appreciated.



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT

Collection Counters
Sep 24 Margie Short & Laura Voshell

Oct1 Judy Carrow & Ann Lawson
Oct8 Frank & Joyce Cristiano

Church Cleaning Crew
Septiembre 29, 2017 Grupo #14
Miguel Ldpez, Verdnica Lopez, Gregorio Ldpez, Juan
Ramirez, Federico Pérez.

Octubre 6, 2017 Grupo #15
Genaro Pérez, Elizabeth Lopez, Edelfo Tomas,
Alfonso Chun

Altar Servers

October 1

8:30am Mass — Averi Locke & Anna Clancy
11:00am Mass — Sherlin & Joanne Santizo

Spanish Misa 1pm - Jeffrey Gabriel & Sofia Ramirez

Lectors

October 1

8:30am Mass — Lani Small

11:00am Mass — Jim Ward

Spanish Misa 1pm — Pavel Rivera, Angela Cérdova

Eucharistic Ministers

October 1

8:30am Mass — Deacon Tormey, Alan & Diane Smith
11:00am Mass — Deacon Mitchell, Judy Carrow, Bob
Vanvessan

Spanish Misa 1pm — Adelaida Velasquez, Epifanio
Morales, Guadalupe Morales, Adrian Miranda, Carlos
Miguel

Knights of Columbus
We meet the 2nd & 4th Tuesday
each month at 6:30pm. Come
join us!

Membership in The Knights of
Columbus is open to men 18
years of age or older who are
practicing Catholics.

For more info, contact Grand Knight, Harry Brown
daddyofone12307@gmail.com. Follow us on Facebook
@ Knights of Columbus Council 12509

SCHEDULED EVENTS

Sun, Sep 24 9:40am SRE Classes in Classrooms

Sun, Sep 24 Noon Confirmation Prep Parent Meeting
Sun, Sep 24 2pm Communion Prep Parent Meeting
Mon, Sep 25 & Wed, Sep 27 7pm ESL

Mon, Sep 25 7pm Play Practice

Wed, Sep 27 7pm Grupo de Oracion

Thu, Sep 28 7pm Play Practice Read

Holy Cross School 65th Anniversary

Reunion / Dinner Dance
Calling All Alumni for an All Class
Reunion celebrating 65 years of Catholic
Education

Sat, November 4™
Church of the Holy Cross

5:00 pm Mass to be celebrated by his
Excellency Bishop William Francis Malooly
7:00 pm Celebration Dinner and Dance to

follow.

Tickets are on sale now for the Dinner Dance through the
school's 65th Anniversary webpage.
http://holycrossdover.org/school/65th-anniversary

The Oct. 6th “Blue Mass’” honors law

enforcement, fire, emergency medical,

and military personnel

Bishop Malooly invites you to the 2017 Diocese of Wilmington
“Blue Mass” on Friday, October 6 at 11:00 a.m. at Saint
Elizabeth Church, 809 South Broom Street, Wilmington,
Delaware. The “Blue Mass” honors the local, county, state, and
federal law enforcement, fire, emergency medical, and military
personnel who live and work in Delaware and on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore. Those currently serving, the retired, and their
families are invited to attend.

-

Rachel's Vincgard

Rachel’s Vineyard

Catholic Retreat for
post-abortion healing will be
held at the Franciscan retreat
house, Wilmington, DE
October 6-8. The retreat
weekend is a beautiful opportunity for any person who
has struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of
abortion to heal. For more information contact Nan
Freeman at 302-528-8313 or visit rachelsvineyard.org.
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FROM THE DRE’S DESK

School of Religious Education

JOIN US FOR

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

September 24, 2017-May 6, 2018
9:40am-10:50am

Hear the call? Presently, a teacher or team for
RCIA for children, helpers, and substitutes are
always appreciated. Thank you.

e Share your talents, time & gifts with our
parish. Not sure where? Call Alicia Poppiti,
we can find a place for you here!! Training
on site; knowledge of the Catholic faith, and

a willingness to share your faith and your
faith journey with the children and people of
our Parish. Salary: the satisfaction of doing

the right thing in this life! Benefits: a
hundred fold happiness in the next.
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Is your child preparing for a Sacrament this
year?

Parent Meetings TODAY Sept 24"
Confirmation Prep — 12Noon
Communion Prep —2pm

o R Rl el candii b

HOME

This week, Jesus relays to us the parable of the workers
in the vineyard. This parable emphasizes God’s grace
and generosity. God loves all his children and does not
want any of them to miss out on this love. He does not
limit the time that one has to come to Him and does not
give up on anyone, always leaving the opportunity for
them to come to Him. What are you doing to show
others this abundant love, and provide them an
opportunity to experience it? When was the last time you
invited someone to attend Mass with you? Even just
inviting someone to lunch, or for a walk in the park, can
give him or her, an opportunity to experience God’s love
through you.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Theme: It is never too late to enter the reign of God.
Question for Children: How do you experience God
being generous to you: through your family, friends,
school, or parish?
Question for Youth: This Gospel reminds us that God
is always seeking us out and welcoming us into his
generous love. Through whom has God reached out
to you? Who is always encouraging you to say "yes"
to God?
Question for Adults: Using Jesus' parable as your
starting point, describe in your own words how God
will treat those who come to be part of the church,
even those who come late.
you accepted another person’s forgiveness.

250 domingo del tiempo ordinario
Tema: Nunca es tarde para entrar al reino de Dios.
Pregunta para los nifos: ;C6mo experimentas a
Dios siendo generoso contigo: mediante tu familia,
tus amigos, la escuela o la parroquia?
Pregunta para los jovenes: ;Qué lecciones de tu
propia vida sacarias de la lectura del Evangelio de
hoy? ;Qué imagen de Dios te deja esta parabola?
Pregunta para los adultos: Usando la parabola de
Jestuis como punto de partida, describa en sus
propias palabras como tratara Dios a aquellos que
vengan a ser parte de la iglesia, aunque vengan
tarde.

Marriage & Family Life Corner

Marriage Moment -

In marriage sometimes one partner gives more
than the other (makes more money, does more
chores - especially the unwanted ones, etc.)
Recently | broke my arm and my husband became
St. Jim to me. When has your beloved carried the
bigger part of life's burdens for you?

Parenting Pointer -

Monday (September 25) is National Eat Dinner
Together Day. Maybe you always eat dinner
together. If not, make a special effort to eat
together on this day. Tell stories of your day. What
was the high? What was the low?
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COLUMNA DEL PARROCO PADRE JAMES LENTINI
24 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 2017.

Estimados feligreses,

En 1984, el ex Beatle John Lennon obtuvo un éxito
pdstumo en Los Estados Unidos; el coro de esa cancion
sefialaba: "Nadie me dijo que habrian dias como estos /
dias extrafios en verdad ... dias extrafios." Y a veces,
cuando leo el periédico de la mafiana (copia impresa,
no una version digital), y digiero las noticias, reflexiono
sobre las letras de esa cancion, "dias extrafios en
verdad".

A menudo no entro en las Ultimas batallas politicas del
dia en esta columna; pero hubo una escaramuza
reciente, no aislada en su contexto, que me llamé la
atencion y mi mente mientras preparaba la columna de
esta semana.

Prueba de Fe? En los ultimos afos, ha surgido un punto
de vista, en los circulos politicos, de que alguien con una
fe profunda tal vez no se le puede confiar en la oficina
politica o gubernamental. O mejor dicho, que esa
persona tiene que comprobar su fe en la puerta de la
oficina. En nuestro pais, la fe que seria afectada
principalmente, aunque no exclusivamente, seria la fe
cristiana, que es el grupo mayoritario de fe de nuestra
nacion (y del cual el catolicismo es la mayor parte).
Ahora, los fundadores de nuestra nacion, en su
sabiduria, abordaron esta tema de la compatibilidad de
aquellos con una fe religiosa que desempefian cargos
gubernamentales, a saber, Articulo 1V, Seccidn 3 de la
Constitucion de nuestra nacion dice: "no se exigira
ninguna prueba religiosa como una cualificacion para
cualquier cargo o responsabilidad publica bajo los
Estados Unidos. "[énfasis mio]

El 7 de septiembre, una catdlica fiel practicante llamada
Amy Coney Barrett, profesora de derecho de Notre
Dame, estaba siendo reexaminada por un panel del
Senado de los Estados Unidos considerando su
nombramiento como Juez para el Tribunal de
Apelaciones del Séptimo Circuito. Y el interrogatorio,
que por lo general, trataba de la destreza judicial o el
conocimiento de la ley, tomd un giro extrafio, incluso
oscuro. De repente, Amy Barrett fue interrogada sobre
su fe catdlica. Sus creencias religiosas estaban siendo
sometidas a una prueba, yuxtapuestas a su
consideracion para una confirmacién judicial.

é¢Qué fue lo que se preguntd? Entre otras cosas, un
senador de California le dijo a Barrett durante la
audiencia: "Cuando lees tus discursos, la conclusién que
se obtiene es que el dogma [catdlico] vive en voz alta
dentro de ti y eso es motivo de preocupacién". uno de

Michigan, preguntd: " Te consideras una catdlica
ortodoxa?" Ahora, eso parece una pregunta extrana. Si
bien puede preguntarle a alguien, por curiosidad, cual
es su religion (por ejemplo, "éEs usted Bautista?", "¢Es
usted judio?", Etc.), creo que seria extrafo preguntar:
"é¢Eres un judio fiel?" o "¢ Es usted un Bautista
comprometido?"

Medios ortodoxos ", conforme a lo que es
generalmente o tradicionalmente aceptado como
correcto o verdadero; establecido y aprobado”. Uno
gue se identifica a si mismo como un judio ortodoxo, un
catélico ortodoxo, o un ortodoxo lo que sea, significa
gue uno se suscribe y sigue los principios de su fe. Una
persona no ortodoxa seria aquella que sélo fe de labios
y vive esa fe de una manera nominal o variante. Seria
razonable y apropiado que alguien que se identifica
como siendo de una especifica fe - lamandola su
religién - lo guarde. Creo que eso pone la barra baja,
pero razonablemente.

Visidn, Valores y Creencias. Lo que me preocupa en
todo esto, como lider de un rebafo catdlico, es la idea
de que la fe de uno no debe tener ninguna influencia
sobre ellos y lo que hacen y cdmo viven. ¢Qué extrafio?
Decimos que queremos lideres y funcionarios con
visidn, valores y creencias firmes. Bueno, ¢de donde
crees que vienen esas visiones, valores y creencias
firmes? ¢ De la parte inferior de una caja del
crackerjack? ¢De un hordscopo diario? ¢De jugar con la
"Cartas o la bola 8?" Por supuesto que no. Lo que uno
cree acerca de Dios, informa su visién del mundo y de
sus acciones. Forma la visidn, los valores y las creencias.
Ciertamente no es un descalificador para cargos
publicos o algo que deberia ser "de preocupaciéon”.
Mas inquietante, en el contexto de la pregunta sobre
ser "ortodoxa", es la implicacién de que si uno fuera un
catélico "no ortodoxo", eso seria mejor. En otras
palabras, si las creencias de uno son tibias - si realmente
no sigue su fe pero la tenia s6lo en nombre - entonces,
estaria bien. En otras palabras, si creer en su fe, vivir su
fe y mantener su fe al frente y en el centro de su vida
es "motivo de preocupacion" si esta postulando o
siendo nombrado para cargos politico

De la Conciencia y de la Constitucion. La extensién
I6gica de este razonamiento seria que los catolicos
creyentes (y cristianos, judios, etc.) no son realmente
aceptables para cargos publicos. No necesitan aplicar, a
menos que comprueben su fe en la puerta. Eso no se
ajusta a la ensefianza de la Iglesia sobre la conciencia y
la integridad, y no se ajusta de ninguna manera a la
Constitucion de nuestra nacion que establece que



"ninguna prueba religiosa serd requerida como una
cualificacion para cualquier cargo o confianza publica
bajo los Estados Unidos."

Tengo que reiterar mi comentario de apertura, que
normalmente no traigo asuntos como esto en mi
columna del Pastor. Mientras que yo, a veces, abordo
cuestiones morales que se superponen a la esfera
politica, como la Iglesia recomienda, no hago politica. Y
no creo que estoy haciendo politica aqui. Creo que
estoy enviando una advertencia de que los catdlicos
pueden estar en peligro de convertirse en ciudadanos
de segunda clase cuando se trata de servicio del
gobierno; se les puede pedir que decidan si se sientan a
la diestra de Dios o del gobierno. No hay mucho de una
eleccidn, en mi libro, pero es una opcidon que nadie
deberia tener que hacer.

Al otro lado del Pozo. A principios de este afio en Gran
Bretafia, Tim Farron, el lider de uno de los principales
partidos politicos fue empujado efectivamente a
renunciar a su puesto. ¢Por qué, porque era
abiertamente cristiano, y se oponia al aborto y al
matrimonio del mismo sexo; posiciones que habia
mantenido durante muchos afos, a pesar de que su
partido tenia posiciones diferentes. En su renuncia,
habld claramente sobre las razones de su partida:
"Parece ser objeto de sospecha por lo que creo y en
quién esta mi fe ... En cuyo caso, nos estamos tomando
el pelo si pensamos que aun vivimos en una sociedad
tolerante y liberal. Es por eso que he elegido por
renunciar como lider [.] "Una historia muy triste para
todos los fieles. Un cuento cauteloso. Estos son dias
extrafios, de hecho.

Suyo en Cristo,
Fr. James Lentini
Parroco

Todos estan invitados a participar
en el V Encuentro Diocesano de la
*«s/ Pastoral Hispana 2017-2020. El
VENCUENTRO | ema del V Encuentro es

“Discipulos Misioneros:
Testigos del Amor de
Dios.”

Esto es un proceso de formacion, de consulta de
preparar discipulos misioneros dispuestos a servir
alalglesiay a la comunidad en todo los Estados
Unidos.

Para poder planificar mejor , por favor de
inscribirse con los leaderes de la directiva. .
Comenzard a las 9:00 con una procesion , habra
Alabanzas Charlas motivacionales , animacion,
musica, almurzo y Misa de envio.

El Sr. Obispo Malooly presidira la santa Misa.

Gran V encuentro Diocesano
el 14 de octubre 2017.
En la Academia de St. Thomas More
ubicada en:
133 Thomas More Dr. Magnolia, DE 19962



