
 

Friday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Our readings today are challenging and complex and must be read in the context of 

understanding this week’s readings that precede them. The first reading tells us of the 

suffering and persecutions and of wicked people and charletans who go from bad to 

worse. It challenges us to remain faithful in the midst of all this. The responsorial psalm 

echoes the idea that peace comes to those you are faithful and follow the law. The  

psalm  

suggests that as we lift our eyes as well as our hearts to Heaven, we might see beyond 

the confines of our literal understanding. This passage offers an example of how we 

should have quiet confidence in our faith, keep our vision clear and leave behind any  

idea of arguing with those who disagree.  

Today’s Gospel takes place in the temple area after Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. It is the 

continuation of the other Gospel readings of the week. In the midst of those trying to 

ensnare him, Jesus poses a question meant to address a more traditional view that the 

Messiah would be a human leader, a king with a royal heritage, and a military leader. 

Jesus references Psalm 110 and challenges the elders to think that the Messiah might 

have a more divine origin. I can just imagine being part of the crowd being drawn to 

Jesus by these exchanges. Transcending His humble birth, I can see Jesus coming across 

as very learned and charismatic. I can also picture a lack of a response by the elders to 

Jesus’ new interpretation of the Psalm as further increasing His favor with the crowd.  

This Gospel reminds us of social hierarchies. We are all human beings possessing the 

right to a certain dignity and divinity as children of God, however, our society and 

current norms lead to profound differences in the ways in which many are treated. Our 



current pandemic has made manifest how many have been marginalized in terms of 

heath and economic vulnerability. Just as those in the temple were challenged, we are 

also challenged in how we respond.  
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