
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

                Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

 

October  6 ,  2024  27th Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 
Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 

Immaculate Conception, December 8 
Christmas, December 25 

h
o

ly
 c

ro
ss

 
ic

c 



 

 2 

Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register for 

Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking 
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children 
in our religious education program and school are 

prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First 

Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 

religious education program and school are prepared 

for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking 
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-

cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-

munion to the Sick, contact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults 

seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning 

for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or 

deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe 

you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please 

contact one of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered 
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family 

member must make the request. Late night 

requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day. 

 

Sisters from the Little Sisters of the Poor are 
scheduled to be at Holy Cross next week-
end, October 12/13, 2024 to speak before 

each Mass.  They will be taking up a  
collection at the doors of the church  
as you leave Masses next weekend.   

 
The MISSION of the Little Sisters of the 

Poor is to offer the neediest elderly of every 
race and religion a Home where they will be 
welcomed as Christ, cared for as family and 

accompanied with dignity until God calls 
them to himself.  

 
Because the care is reserved for those 

 in need, the work of the  
Little Sisters of the Poor  

has always been supported by donations.  
 

Because the Little Sisters actually live at the 
Home, they share their entire lives with the 
Residents, 365 days a year, 24 hours a day.  

 
Please consider donating to the  

Little Sisters of the Poor 
next weekend.  We appreciate 
your kindness and generosity 

to help them help  
those in need.   
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Ending  September 22, 2024 

  
Ending  September 22, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to all advertisers in 

 our bulletin. 
We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin,  

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200. 
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Regular $19,714 $26,566 ($6,852) 

YTD  $306,902 $317,664 ($10,762) 

Needs  $1,005 $1,775 ($770) 

Regular $4,020 

2nd   

Collection 
$406 
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Dear Parishioners, 

Well, it is October! October is a month with a plethora 

of bizarro-world observances. What do I mean by that? 

Well, for example, in October, we celebrate Pasta Month 

(my stomach celebrates that routinely — or is that rotini

-ly). We also use October to celebrate National Pretzel 

Month, Cookbook Month, Squirrel Appreciation Month 

(now that’s—dare I say—nuts), and even National Sar-

casm Month (yeah, like I’m really going to celebrate 

that). 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T. As noted in last week’s bulletin, Octo-

ber is also, and much more importantly, Respect Life 

Month. For the faithful, October is a time set aside to 

reflect on the gift of human life entrusted to us by God 

from the moment of conception until natural death. The 

most obvious affront to the respect for human life is 

most notably the presence of unrestricted abortion that 

plagues the landscape of our country and so many 

countries. In Europe, the long-standing center of the 

Catholic universe, only the Vatican, Northern Ireland 

and Malta prohibit the taking of a human life by abor-

tion. Even in very-Catholic Latin America, the long-

standing opposition to abortion, while still very strong, 

has seen the specter of so-called “reproductive rights” 

on the rise. Bearing all of this in mind, I ask that you 

pray for an end to the plague of abortion in our state, 

our nation, and our world.  

Holy Rosary. In addition to October’s place as being 

Respect Life Month, October is also the month of the 

Holy Rosary. The key holy day as regards October be-

ing the month of the Holy Rosary is October 7: The Me-

morial of Our Lady of the Rosary. Just about every year 

since I’ve been pastor, I write about this topic… I add to 

or edit what I wrote before to give an insight into this 

holy day (and holy month). Much like an Entertainment 

Tonight exposé on the secret life of the Kardashians, this 

feast day has a story and a story behind the story! Here 

it is: 

A Special Appearance. The Rosary was established by 

our Blessed Mother, Mary, who, in the year 1214, ap-

peared to St. Dominic in a French monastery and com-

mended to him the concept and practice of the Holy 

Rosary. In the praying of that Rosary, using what we 

today call Rosary beads, 150 Hail Marys would be 

prayed – one for every Psalm in Scripture … a reflection 

of the fact that in praying the official prayers of the 

Church (called the Divine Office) priests, deacons, and 

religious brothers and sisters, would in the course of the 

set cycle of prayer, pray all 150 Psalms. At that time, 

most people were not literate, and a way to share in the 

prayer of the Church was to pray the rosaries, with 150 

Hail Marys (based on scripture, FYI) filling in for 150 

psalms. 

Elementary, My Dear Watson? So, may we deduce 

from this that on the Feast of Our Lady of Rosary, 

we are celebrating the establishment of the Rosary, 

right? Well, actually, no. We are not. Hence, the 

story behind the story! 

Here’s the story behind the story: Just as the Jack-

son 5 became the Jacksons, and the show “Seinfeld 

Chronicles” became “Seinfeld,” the feast day of Our 

Lady of the Rosary is likewise a revised name. The 

October 7 feast was originally known as the Feast of 

Our Lady of Victory; it was established to celebrate 

a particular military victory for the forces of Chris-

tendom in Europe. As history tells us, Turkish Otto-

man Empire forces had toppled the Christian Byz-

antine Empire in the 15th century (1453) and, over 

the next 100 years, expanded their Islamic Empire 

westward into Europe, conquering ever westward 

and ever northward. However, within Europe, 

there was a deceptive calm in some corners about 

the advance. Why? Many European countries were 

blinded to the threat of encroaching Ottoman ad-

vances by the seduction allure of money made from 

trading with that Empire and its vassal states. But 

not everyone was blinded to the threat. Author Nic-

colò Capponi, in his book, The Victory of the West: 

The Great Christian-Muslim Clash at the Battle of Le-

panto, described the situation this way: 

By the beginning of the sixteenth century 

Christendom was in a very sorry state. Gone 

were the crusading ideals of old; people turned 

deaf ears to the alarmed utterances of preachers 

and popes about the necessity of stopping the 

Turkish advance. For most European govern-

ments the Ottoman threat was low on their list 

of concerns—they were more interested in 

maintaining their positions in the rich eastern 

markets—while a few states were quite ready to 

abet, or at least not hinder, the sultan’s expan-

sionist policies for the sake of their own com-

mercial interests.  

A League of Their Own. As noted, not everyone 

was oblivious to the salami tactics (advancing slice 

by slice) of the Islamic forces of the Ottoman Em-

pire. Several European powers saw the situation 

not as one of trade benefits but as an existential 

threat to Europe's Christian way of life. Fearing an 

Ottoman rout of Europe, three Catholic military 

powers (Genoa, Spain, and the Papal States) forged 

the Holy League to prevent invasion and conquest. 

The major confrontation occurred between the 

powers at the Battle of Lepanto, a naval battle off 

the coast of Greece on October 7, 1571. The Holy 

League was expected to be wiped out by the larger, 

Continued on page 10 
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Wisdom is a precious gift that is given to us when we 

pray; it is to be valued above all else. 

The word of God is a word of subtle poser and re-

veals us to the Lord. 

Discipleship comes at a cost, involving sacrifice 

and suffering.  We need the power of god in 
order to be saved.   
 

The  next offering at the Monday morning Spiritual 
Support Group will be from Matthew Leonard's The 

Science of Sainthood.  We'll be exploring The Vir-

tues.  We will meet on most Monday mornings at 
9:00 am in St. Luke's room in the ELC.   This entails a 

video and discussion.   All are welcome! 

Facilitator:  Carol Bugglin 
 

The Columbiettes are hosting a retreat 

on Saturday, Oct. 26 at St. Polycarp Church from 8:45 
am - 3 pm.   "History and Mysteries" will explore the 

Holy Rosary presented by Kathy Ebner MA .  

Continental Breakfast and lunch will be served.   Cost 

is $15 and you may RSVP to Anna Skinner 302-883-
5647 NLT Oct. 18.  
 

We welcome the following to our parish: 

• John and Meg Miller 
 

Our condolences to the families of: 
• Doreen Vis 
 

Congratulations to our newest members: 

• Joel Rego 

• Bertrand Nyuyfoni Fonyuy, Jr. 

Thank you to all who participated in our Prayer 

Service on September 27 for the protections of 
local and state enforcement and their families. 

The picture shows some of our participants!! 
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The Martha and Mary committee invite you to 
join us to provide solace to the bereaved in our 
parish.  There are many ways that you can 
serve the Lord and our brothers and sisters 
during the different time of losing a loved 
one.  We will be providing greeters in the 
Gathering Space to assist in directing visitors 
to their seats and handing out worship aids, 
setting up for repasts and providing baked 
goods upon request.  If you are interested in 
joining us please contact Lori Christiansen at 
302-745-6900 or via email 
at shera29@verizon.net.   

Join us in October, Respect Life Month, for the 

Annual Footprints Mass.  The Mass will be 

held on Sunday, October 20, 2024, at 9:30am at 
St. John the Beloved Church in Wilmington, 

DE.  A special invitation is extended to parents, 

grandparents, and siblings who grieve the 
death of a child as a result of miscarriage, still-

birth, abortion or early infant death. The loss 

may be recent or many years ago.  As a Catho-
lic community, all are welcomed to join us in 

prayerful support at this special healing Mass 

at St. John the Beloved. It is a time when we 

come together to remember those who died too 
soon. Sponsored by the Offices for Marriage 

and Family Life and Respect Life of the Dio-

cese of Wilmington.   
 

 

There are options for a mom who has given 
birth but cannot keep her child.  She can re-

lease the child, no questions asked to Safe Ha-

ven location, no questions 
asked.   

Delaware’s Code has the fol-

lowing provisions: 
• The infant must be fourteen 

days or younger. 

• The unharmed newborn may 
be anonymously relinquished 

by the parent of the child who 

does not intend to return for the 
child. 

• Any on-duty staff member at 

a hospital emergency room 
may accept the infant. 

• The infant must be directly 

handed to the provider. The 

provider will notify the Depart-
ment of Family Services and 

Law Enforcement within 24 
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HC 8:00 am  Saviour Borg 

   

HC 8:00 am Rev. Oscar Frundt 

 

HC 8:15 am DM Rossi Family 

 

 
HC 8:00 am  Sr. Shirley Ann 
ICC 7:00 pm  For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am  Grace Jara 

 

HC 8:00 am Delores Sapienza 
HC 5:00 pm Raymond Cola 

 

HC 7:30 am  Robert M. Sadusky, Sr.  

ICC 8:30 am Crumlish & Brady Families  

HC 9:30 am  Robert Schanr 
ICC 11:00 am Rosa Cristiano 

HC 11:30 am Diocesan Hispanic Confirmation 

ICC 1:00 pm For the People 
 

Oct. 6-12:  Sanctuary Candle in Church is for LI 

Matthew and Cynthia Huffine, in the Adoration Chapel 

for David J. Kaltenbaugh. 

hours of relinquishment. 
There is a National Safe Haven Alliance that is avail-

able to help with questions. The number to call is 

-510-BABY (2229). 
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Can you spare an hour to spend with 

Jesus?  Our Adoration Chapel is open 

from 5 am to 9 pm Monday through 

Sunday.  We have openings. Call or 
text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 or email him at 

jkm2015@verizon.net to schedule. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Little reflection books, Advent, Lent and Easter 

seasons.  3 books for the one price of $10. 

The price has gone up due to increased printing 
costs and shipping.   Please give money, name and 

phone number, to the Parish Office at Holy Cross 

or Marilyn Dixon at Immaculate Conception. The 
last date we can take an order for these books is 

October 14.   

 

HCHS will hold an 

Open House on Sun-
day, October 13, 12 

Noon to 1:30 pm at the 

Knights of Columbus 
Hall in dover.  For more details and to register, please 

visit www.hcs.org.  For more information about the 

school, contact Tom Fertal, school President, at 
tfertal@hchs.org.   

 

Is your marriage struggling?   The Retrouvaille Program 
helps couples struggling in their marriage to put the 

pieces of their marriage back together and rebuild lov-

ing relationships.  IT is a Christian program, Catholic in 
origin, and couples of all faiths or no faith background 

are encouraged to attend.   

 
It is primarily a practical program about improving 

communication, building a stronger marriage, and help-

ing couples rediscover the love they had for each other.  
Retrouvaille presenters are not trained counselors, but 

couples that share their personal stories of their marital 

struggles and the tools they utilized to rediscover their 
love.  Ther is help and there is hope for your marriage.  

Fro more information, please call 1-800-470-2230.   

th
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7 am, 4 pm,  5pm 

5 pm 

4 pm 

 5 am, 9 am, 10 am, 11 am, 
12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,  

8 pm 

 

S. Garber 
P. Gerard 
 

M. Miller 
J. Davis 

J. Novack  
J. Novack 
J. Novack 

D. Dixon 

J. Denney 
S. Gede 

P. Jackson 
R. O’Neill 

B. Gyamfi 
E. Gyamfi 

M. Jacobs 

F. Hanlin 
D. McGinnis 

L. Olmstead 
V. Pepper 

W. Shuron 
H. Louissaint 

S. Crossen 
M Glick 

 
T. Hernandez 

E. Pastoriza 

M. Richard TBD 

TBD 

 

 

TBD   

 

G. Godfrey 

TBF   

 

L. Soule 

We are in need of more volunteers to help with 
taking Holy Communion to our sick and home-

bound, visit the hospital, and to help at our Mass-

es in the Church.  Have YOU ever considered be-
coming an extra-ordinary minister?  We will host 

a training class on Monday, October 14, at 6 pm 

in the Matthew/Mark Room of the Early Learning 
Center.  Please call the Parish Office to sign up for 

this class.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  Please con-

sider this important ministry.  Thank you. 
 

 
In English:  Father Mike Schmitz  

https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-

year-episodes/  
In Spanish: Fray Sergio Serrano 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-espanol-

registration 
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• Foro Cristiano:  Un año más les hacemos la más cordial invitación a nuestro Foro Cristiano. Se les 
invita a todos a que venga y comparta, en un ambiente familiar todos los viernes de 6-8 pm del mes 

de septiembre hasta el mes de junio. Comparta sus experiencias y testimonios y avive su fe con la vi-

da de los santos, el tema de este año será “Santos y Camino a la Santidad”. En el salón Mateo/Marcos 
del ELC.  

• Octubre mes del Santo Rosario y el Respeto a la Vida. En Octubre observamos la Fiesta del Santo 

Rosario establecida el 7 de octubre de 1573, en celebración de la Gran Victoria Milagrosa contra la 
invasión de los Turcos, una victoria ganada por la CRUZADA DEL ROSARIO, del Papa San Pio V 

que unió a toda Europa en oración. Únanse a nosotros en el rezo del Rosario durante este periodo por 

las intenciones  de la Paz Mundial y la Conversión de los Pecadores. Por favor, tome un momento y 
firme el formulario y colóquelo en la canasta  de Nuestra Señora Ubicada en el Nártex  de nuestra 

iglesia. La Iglesia Católica proclama que la vida humana es sagrada y que la dignidad de la persona 

es la base de una visión moral para la sociedad. El papa Francisco nos dice” “La defensa del inocente 

que no ha nacido, por ejemplo, debe ser clara, firme y apasionada, porque allí está en juego la digni-
dad de la vida humana, siempre sagrada, y lo exige el amor a cada persona más allá de su desarrollo. 

Pero igualmente sagrada es la vida de los pobres que ya han nacido, que se debaten en la miseria, el 

abandono, la postergación, la trata de personas, la eutanasia encubierta en los enfermos y ancianos 
privados de atención, las nuevas formas de esclavitud, y en toda forma de descarte.” 

• Grupo Jóvenes Adolescentes : S invita a todos los jóvenes adolescentes que están 6-12 grado a que se 

unan al grupo de jóvenes ,si está interesado hable con la Sra. Laura Mendez. 
• LA ROSA DE PLATA Comparta el mensaje de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y promueva el respeto 

por la vida a través de esta esta devoción significativa iniciativa  de los Caballeros de Colon y que  

estará visitando parroquias en nuestra Diócesis y llega a  nuestra parroquia, el martes 29 de octubre  y 
la Comunidad Hispana  será la anfitriona. Tendremos el Rezo del Santo Rosario a las 7:00 de la noche 

en la iglesia. Se les invita a rezar el Santo Rosario. Cada año, desde principios de marzo hasta media-

dos de diciembre, los consejos custodian las Rosas de Plata a lo largo de los trayectos de Canadá a 
México. Cada parada que hace la Rosa de Plata durante la peregrinación es un momento centrado en 

el rosario, para que los Caballeros de Colón, los feligreses y los miembros de la comunidad recen por 

el respeto a la vida, por la renovación espiritual de cada nación y por el avance del mensaje de Nues-
tra Señora de Guadalupe. 

• Educación Religiosa: Las clases de  Educación Religiosa ya comenzaron si su hijo no está recibido las 

clases los domingos del Catecismo  inscríbalo YA!   Para candidatos a la Confirmación tienen que es-
tar en el noveno grado o más alto para inscribirse vaya al link: https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-

the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.  

• Confirmación para Adultos: Habrá Confirmaciones de Adultos Hispano el domingo 13 de octubre en 
español.  Solamente por ese día nuestra misa dominical será a la 1:00PM para poder acomodar el ho-

rario de nuestro Sr. Obispo ministro del Sacramento de la Confirmación. Para más información hable 

con La Sra. Arline  Dosman o el Sr. Antonio Luna o llame a la oficina de la parroquia al 302-674-5787 

ext. 118.  Habrá venta de comida después de la Misa el domingo 13 de octubre. Si desea ayudar bien-
venido. 

• Se Necesitan ministros: Si usted está interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector, 

ministerio de música, ujier, ministros EMCón, Arte y Ambientación.  Por favor hable con los coordi-
nadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

• La Virgen Peregrina está visitando casas, si usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por una semana 

por favor hable con la Sra. Marta Espinosa. 

• Educación religiosa en Inmaculada Concepción:  Las clases de Educación religiosa2024-2025  comen-
zaron el 22 de septiembre. Los niños deben estar inscritos para Educación Religiosa para poder asis-

tir. ¡Siempre se necesitan catequistas y siempre son bienvenidos! Comuníquese con Alicia Poppiti 

para obtener más información. 
• Sacramentos: Primera Reconciliación: Segunda Reconciliación: La segunda sesión será el martes 15 

de octubre de 6:30 a 7:30 p. m. en el Salón Parroquial. Si no ha registrado a su hijo y está en segundo 

grado o superior, comuníquese con Alicia al 410-482-8939 o envíele un correo electrónico a: 
dre@iccmarydel.org 

• Confirmación 2025: Sesión # 1 comienza el domingo 20 de octubre   de 3-5:30 en el salón parroquial. 

Si aún no ha inscrito a su hijo para el 8.º grado, comuníquese con Alicia en la oficina parroquial. o por 

correo electrónico a dre@iccmarydel.org. 
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Class: October 6, 2024, 3:00pm-5:00pm 
Please arrive between 2:45-2:55 to be on time and 

not disrupt classes. Bring textbook, snack and a 

pencil. 

Kindergarteners bring bookbag, crayons, safety 

scissors, glue sticks and textbook. 

Grades K-7 in the Elementary Building, drop off 
at double doors near school office. Pick up, par-

ents walk through those same doors, pick up 

child(ren) and exit doors past bathroom. Second 
Floor students will be sent down to siblings on 

the first floor for easier pick up. 

Grade 8 in the Matthew/Mark room in the Parish 

Office Building C, second floor 

Any questions or concerns, please contact Tam-

my Korosec at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or 

call (302)674-5787 X 122. 
 

Deacon Bob’s Adult Education – Tuesday 10/8 
session three, Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the 

LifeClasses Tuesday at either 9:00am or 7:00pm 

in the Matthew/Mark room of the Parish Office, 
2 nd Floor, Building C.  All are welcome, this is a 

free class. No workbooks will be made available.  

If you have any questions, please contact Tammy 
Korosec at korosec@holycrossdover.org or call 

(302)674-5787 X122. 
 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis) 

Class : October 13, 2024, Matthew/Mark room in 

the Parish office, 2nd floor building C.   

Is your family interested in either starting or con-

tinuing their life-long faith journey together? 

Would you as parents like to be active partici-
pants in the faith formation of your children? 

Deacon Vince Pisano has the perfect Religious 

Education program for you and your family! 

This program engages the family, whether it be 

parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants 

to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-
raments of initiation together hand in hand.  

Come out and join us; families gathering for 

prayer, communion with one another, and shar-
ing our Faith Life experiences.  Registration 

forms can be found at:  https://

holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/christian-

formation/k-8-formation 

 

Confirmation Class Sunday, October 6 and 

Sunday, October 20 from 3-5 pm.  Parents are 

asked to    attend the October 20 class. 

OR Wednesday, October 9 and Wednesday, Oc-
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tober 23 from 6-8 pm.  Parents are asked to at-
tend the October 23 class 

 

Catholic Heart Work Camp Summer 2025: 
We will be traveling to Richmond, VA June 15 to 

June 20, 2025.  Spots are going quickly, so if you 

would like to attend, please let Mrs. Darling 
know to save you a  spot. 

 

MOUNT 2000:  February 7-9, 2025 open to all 
high school teens.  A Eucharistic Retreat hosted 

by the seminarians at Mt. St. Mary's University 

in Emmitsburg, MD.   Registration begins 

October 30 - cost is $180 for the weekend and 
transportation.  Please see Mrs. Darling if you 

are interested in going.  

 
Kerygma Class:  For those Confirmation teens 

asked to attend will take place on Wednesday, 

October 16 at 6 pm.  Parent meeting will take 
place at this time also. 

 

Youth Group: Saturday, Oct. 19 from 3-4:30 pm 
for Junior High and High School teens.  Please 

bring donations of sample toiletries and snacks 

to pack bags for the homeless.   
 

Religious Education 2024-2025 school year has 

begun.  Children need to be registered for Reli-
gious Education classes, in order to at-

tend.  Please contact Alicia Poppiti for more in-

formation. 
 

NO SRE: There will be no SRE classes on Sun-

day, October 6.  Families are encouraged to at-
tend the Eucharistic Congress in OC, MD.  

 

Classes resume, October 13. 
 

Sacraments:    

First Reconciliation: Session #2 will be on Tues-
day, October 15th, from 6:30-7:30pm in the Par-

ish Hall.  If you have not registered your child 

and they are in the 2nd grade or above, please 
contact Alicia at 410-482-8939 or email her 

at: dre@iccmarydel.org   

  
Confirmation Preparation: Session #1 begins on 

Sunday, October 20th at 3pm-5:30 in the Parish 

hall.  If you have not registered your child for the 

8th grade, please contact Alicia at the Parish of-
fice, at 410-482-8939 or email me 

at dre@iccmarydel.org  Youth must be registered 

in RE, or Catholic School to attend. 
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As the vibrant season of fall arrives, I can’t help but feel a sense of excitement and renewal. The air has turned 
cooler, the leaves are beginning to change into brilliant shades of red, yellow, and orange, and our students have 

settled into the rhythm of school life. It’s a time of year that feels full of possibility, as nature transforms around 

us and we truly begin to dive into the heart of the academic year. 
 

Fall has always been my favorite season. There’s something special about the crisp breeze, the changing land-

scape, and the sense of anticipation it brings. The season offers us a moment to pause and reflect while also pro-
pelling us forward. As summer’s warmth fades, we begin to embrace a season that is not only about preparation 

for the holidays and time with family, but also about refocusing on the routines and responsibilities that define 

our lives. The excitement of fall helps transition us from the more relaxed days of summer into a period of 
growth and productivity, both for ourselves and our students. 

 

At Holy Cross, the start of fall signals a real shift in energy. While the beginning of the school year is marked by 

newness and adjustment, it is in the fall that we truly hit our stride. Our students are settling into their classes, 
and after a few weeks, the pace of learning is picking up. Clubs and extracurricular activities are in full swing, 

fall sports are practicing and competing, and our weekly Masses and special celebrations have returned. The ex-

citement of the new school year is tangible, and just as the natural world is changing, so too are our students. 
They’re moving out of “summer mode” and into the mindset of learning and growing together. 

 

This past week was a wonderful example of that shift. As I visited classrooms, I saw students engaged in creative 
lessons, collaborating with their teachers and peers, and truly beginning to explore new concepts. Walking the 

halls and seeing students excited about what they’re learning brings me so much joy as an educator. Fall gives us 

a chance to dive deeper into those lessons, with the first few weeks of adjustment behind us and the steady work 
of the school year now underway. 

 

As we look ahead, we’re already approaching the midpoint of the first trimester. This upcoming week, our first 
trimester interim reports will be going out, marking a significant point in the year. It’s hard to believe how quick-

ly we’ve arrived here, and yet it feels natural as we embrace the flow of the season and the momentum of the 

school year. There is much more to come, and I’m excited to see how our students continue to grow and thrive in 
the months ahead. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Holy Cross School. May this fall bring joy, peace, and success to all of 
our students and families! Happy Fall. 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mrs. O’Mara 

Principal 
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superior Ottoman forces in what might be called “My Big Fat Greek Battle!” 

An “Ernest” Victory. Fearing their demise, the captains and crews of the Holy League’s ships intently prayed the 

Rosary as they readied for the battle. Pope Pius V commended the Catholic faithful to go to church to pray to the 

Virgin Mary, that she might pray to our Lord for a victory against the daunting Ottoman forces. Like a good re-

view for any Nicholas Cage or Keanu Reeves movie, a very unexpected victory came forth. Nearly the entire 

battle fleet of the Ottoman Empire had been captured or sunk by the forces of the Holy League. Following this 

victory, attitudes in Europe changed. In future conflicts, more European powers would join in the battle to push 

the rising Ottoman invasion back — ultimately bringing it to a halt. 

Made Marian. In a gesture of prayerful thanks, Pope Pius V asserted that this victory be commemorated by the 

faithful annually. Thus, in 1571, this Marian feast day began to be celebrated prayerfully by the faithful in thanks-

giving for a victory that had been wrought by prayer.  The feast day was later renamed the “Feast of the Holy 

Rosary,” changing the emphasis from the victory in that battle to the power of prayer in our lives. Later, this holy 

day was designated to be observed at all Masses on the first Sunday of October. In the early 20th century, Pope St. 

Pius X moved the celebration out of its Sunday perch. He moved it back to the date of that victory at the Battle of 

Lepanto (October 7). Then, in 1960, Pope St. John XXIII renamed this holy day from “the Feast of the Holy Ro-

sary” to “the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.”  

Prayer Power. So, October is a month when we, as Catholics, are commended to recommit ourselves to praying 

the Rosary, especially when a problem seems particularly daunting or a battle we are fighting seems un-

winnable. When we pray the Rosary, Our Blessed Mother will pray for us and with us to our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who will give us the ultimate victory. And so, in this month of the Holy Rosary, we are reminded of God’s power 

in the Church’s history and victories. We are likewise reminded of the power of prayer that we are blessed to be 

able to wield, especially in the Rosary.  

Being Indulgent. I would remind all of you that the Church extends to the faithful what is called “a plenary in-

dulgence” for the praying of the Rosary in certain circumstances. Regarding the praying of the Rosary, the 

Church teaches that a plenary indulgence can be attained “if the rosary is recited in a Church or public oratory, or in a 

family group, a religious community or pious association.” (Enchiridion of Indulgences, No. 48). What is meant by a 

“plenary indulgence?” A plenary indulgence (as opposed to a partial indulgence) is a complete remission of tem-

poral punishment due to sins that have already been forgiven through the sacrament of confession and offer com-

plete purification, wiping away all temporal punishment for past sins, making the soul as pure as a newly bap-

tized infant. I would remind you that the usual conditions apply for attaining this indulgence: receiving Holy 

Communion and Sacramental Confession within 20 days (before or after), completing the Rosary recitation seek-

ing the indulgence, praying for the intentions of the Pope by way of saying the Creed and an Our Father, and 

embrace a complete rejection of the desire (intention) to commit any sin. Only one plenary indulgence can be 

attained in a given day; other indulgences earned on the same day go to the benefit and the good of the poor soul 

in Purgatory. 

A Final Thought. In Venice, Italy, there is a building known as the Doge’s Palace. “Doge” from the Latin “Dux” 

gives us the English word “Duke” — so the Doge was a leader in the long-standing republic of Venice (697 A.D. - 

1797 A.D.) — which was officially called “Most Serene Republic of Venice.”  But, I digress; in the Doge’s Palace in 

Venice existed the Senate Chamber, a legislative chamber of the Republic of Venice. In that Senate Chamber, there 

is a Latin inscription in reference to this feast day that sums its meaning up beautifully: “Non virtus, non arma, 

non duces, sed Maria Rosari, victores nos fecit.” Those Latin words translate as follows: “It was neither courage, 

nor arms, nor leaders, but Mary of the Rosary that made us victors.”  

So, this weekend, this week, or any time at all, turn to Our Lady in Prayer, by praying the Rosary. Our Lady of 

the Rosary, pray for us! 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 

Note: If you want to learn how to pray the Rosary, or refresh your memory on how to pray it, just go to 

www.rosarycenter.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary.  
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