
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

October  30 ,  2022  31st  Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

Ending October 16, 2022 
 

  
Ending October 16, 2022 

  

The Mass Book for 2023 will open on No-

vember 1.  Due to the reduced number of 
Masses we are currently offering, we must 
restrict the number of requests.  Please see 
below:   

1.  You can request ONLY 3 Masses and 
payment of $10 per Mass is required at 
the time of the request. 

2.     Requests MUST written out providing 

your name, phone number, email, maxi-
mum three requests listing date and time 
of request (with alternative dates) and with 
person’s name (remember intention can be 

for one person or members of same family 
only for the intentions).    We will do our 
best to honor your request.  Please note we 
are only offering the 8 am Masses Monday 

through Saturday (8:15 on Wednesdays),      
5 pm Saturday Mass,  Sunday 7:30 am,      
9:30 am and 11:30 am Spanish Masses.    

3.   Requests will be taken Monday 

through Fridays, 8:30 am to 2 pm only.   

4. Requests for the Church tabernacle can-
dle  or Adoration Chapel candle can also 
be made.  $10 per request.  Limit one       

request per person.  
 

Please call the office with  
any questions.   

sa
cr

am
en

ts
 

h
ap

p
en

in
g

s stew
ard

sh
ip

 

Regular $17,571 $27,300 ($9,729) 

YTD  $389,888 $429,900 ($40,012) 

Needs  $716 $1,604 ($888) 

Regular $5,270 

Second 

Collection 
$1,061 



 

 3 

p
asto

r’s co
lu

m
n

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

As I write this column, our Philadelphia Phillies have 

just won the National League Pennant and will be go-

ing on to face the Houston Astros in the World Series. 

The National League Pennant race showed us a great 

set of games, where we were pleased to cheer-on more 

hits than a Beatles fan on a 1964 episode of American 

Bandstand. 

In Third. I must confess that the only troubling piece 

of all of this Phillies success, for me, is the fact that the 

Phillies are getting to the World Series after having 

finished third in their division (the National League 

East). In the past, the way you got to the World Series 

— and the only way you got to the World Series — 

was to finish first in your division and then compete 

against the other team(s) in the other divisions that 

also finished first.  

Wild Times. However, in this case, the case of the 

Phillies in 2022, the team that lost down-in-the-

division-ranks, may win the World Series. This is be-

cause of the so-called “Wild Card” system adopted by 

baseball some years back — a system that I hate with 

the white hot intensity of a thousand suns — wherein 

a second (or third) place team can get into the mix of 

success even though they lost. In baseball, wild card 

teams are those teams in each league that hold the 

three best winning percentages after the three division 

winners. Hence, a second or third place team can move 

on to battle in the Pennant race. I can almost hear Mr. 

Brady on The Brady Bunch telling his kids, “You see 

that, kids, sometimes even when you lose, you win.” 

That Championship Season? So, here I am with my 

team as the beneficiary of the largesse of a system that 

I think unfair. What is one to do? Well, that answer is 

simple: Cheer on the team — and get excited because 

in not too many days from now, the Phillies maybe 

able to lip-sync that famous song by Queen, and say 

“we are the champions… of the world.” 

A New Word. My baseballosophy (shall I trademark 

this word?) aside, why am I carrying on about this in 

my Pastor’s Column? I think that as we come up to All 

Saints Day, there may be a point of connection be-

tween the Phillies circumstances in getting to the 

World Series, and our circumstances in holding fast to 

the hope of Heaven, to where so many saints — so 

great a cloud of witnesses — have preceded us. 

Division Champs. So often, we think of our great 

saints as having always been great. But that is not true. 

Now, there certainly are some saints from the past that 

lived a strong, integral and holy life — top to bottom 

— and ending their life in a state of grace, entered the 

Church Triumphant, the Church in heaven. 

Those saints are like the division champs in base-

ball — they played well, and made their way 

into the next level of the post-season (i.e., in this 

case, Heaven). 

The Wild Card Winners. But there are also those 

saints whose lives were far from holy, far from 

pristine, and could be described as troubled. 

These are the saints that one might say — as I 

said about the Phillies finishing third, yet now 

going on to the World Series — “that doesn’t 

seem fair.” But in the lives of these saints, we see 

people who overcame set backs, who repented of 

their ways and who took on a new life with 

Christ. God forgave, and renewed them — and 

they went on to do well. Then, like the saints in 

the first group, they managed to end the game of 

life with some well played games and make their 

way forward to Heaven. 

In this category, I think of folks like  

 St. Augustine - who lived a lascivious, at 

times decadent, life until his 30s and became 

a great faithful Bishop and theologian of the 

Church;  

 St. Dismas, the Good Thief - who was a 

criminal, crucified alongside Christ, but who 

sought forgiveness at the very end;  

 St. Pelagia - who was a seductress that lured 

men away from their families and dabbled in 

sorcery; she repented and became a nun;  

 St. Vladimir - who was a murderer, an ab-

ductor of women, a keeper of concubines, a 

pagan; he later came to believe in Christ and 

cast off all of his old ways and became a 

great evangelizer for Christianity;  

 St. Paul - who was a persecutor of Chris-

tians, even leading to their death, had a great 

conversion experience later in life and be-

came a great writer of scripture, an early 

Church missionary and an evangelist.  

Cheers! These were just a few of the countless 

saints who benefitted by what might be seen in 

modern baseball as succeeding by winning the 

wild card spot. These saints weren’t the obvious 

winners — but they became so. As the Phillies 

benefitted from the largesse of the wild card sys-

tem, so, too, did these saints benefit from God’s 

largesse — his wild card system, which is made 

up of grace and forgiveness. Yet we don’t hear 

(continued on page 10) 
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Masses for Tuesday, November 1, All Saints 
Day , is a Holy Day of Obligation.  The cele-
bration of Masses are as follows: 
Holy Cross: 

Monday, Oct. 31, at 6 pm   
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 8:00 am 
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 12:10 am 
Immaculate Conception 

Monday, Oct. 31, at 5:30 pm 
Monday, Oct. 31, at 7:00 pm (Spanish) 
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 9 am

Mass will be celebrated at 8 am only.   
We will remember those who passed away 
during the past year.   
 

Beginning on Wednesday,  
November 16, the Wednesday morning 
Mass will be held at  
8:15 am.  We are switching to this new time 

on Wednesdays only to allow the school 
children to attend the morning Mass on 
Wednesdays.  All other weekday morning 
Masses will remain  at 8 am.    

The Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 

held on World Marriage Sunday, February 12, 
2023, at 1 pm at Saint Margaret of Scotland 

Church in Newark, Delaware.  The Mass coin-

cides with National Marriage Week, February 7 
through 12.  For more information, please contact 

the Office for Marriage and Family Life 302-295-

0657 or egaus@cdow.org 
 

In this book, new ground is broken in that people 

are prepared to die rather than submit to pagan 

worship, because they believe that the virtuous 
rise to new life, which will never end.  

Paul reminds his readers that God if faithful and 

will guard them and keep them safe even if diffi-
culties exist.  

Sadducees did not believe that the dead rise; 

many Pharisees did believe in the resurrection.  It 

is strange to learn that Pharisees could actually 
agree with Jesus on occasion.   
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Thanksgiving is right around the corner and 
our Samaritans will be making Thanksgiving 
baskets for those in need.  We could use frozen 
turkeys that can be dropped off in the freezer at 
the Samaritan door.  We could also use canned 
vegetables, jello, instant mashed potatoes, cran-
berry sauce, applesauce, and other items to as-
sist in making up these basket.  Of course, we 
can always use soups, peanut better and jelly. 
 

Learn tools to revitalize romance and deepen 
communication in your marriage!!  Get away 
for an intimate weekend – no group sharing 
required.  We would love more couples to 
attend the next weekend, November 11-13, 
2022 at the Brighton Suites in Rehoboth Beach, 
DE.  For information or to register, visit our 
website http://www.wwme.org or call Tony 
and Linda Massino at 302-648-2228.  

 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed 

their marriages through Retrouvaille 
(pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know anyone 
who could benefit from this program, please 
pass this on.  Couples learn to build communi-
cation skills and to increase intimacy.  It pro-
vides help for marriage problems, difficulties 
or crises.  The next program begins the week-
end of October 14 - 16 at the Family Life Center 
in Malvern, PA.  For more information, or to 
register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or 
call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries 
are strictly confidential. 
 

The Diocese of Wilmington will present The 
Magic of Christmas with the world-famous 
New York Tenors at 4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11, at 
Salesianum High School in Wilmington. Event 
proceeds will support the work of Catholic 
Charities.  
 
The public is invited to experience memorable 
music, moments and magic through the vocal 
artistry of the New York Tenors, Andy Cooney, 
Daniel Rodriguez and Christopher Macchio, as 
they take audiences on a truly entertaining hol-
iday journey. 

Thank you to all advertisers in our 
bulletin. 

We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin, please 

contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200. 
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HC 8:00 am Raymond Cola 

ICC 5:30 pm For the People 

HC 7:00 pm Ann O’Donnell 
ICC 7:00 pm For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am Joanne  Capadanno 

ICC 9:00 am For the People    
HC 12:10 pm Theodore Morris  

    

HC 8:00 am Sylvia Crews 

     
 

HC 8:00 am  Barbara Siers 
ICC 6:00 pm  For the People 

  

HC 8:00 am      Gabriel Suto 

    

HC 8 am Michael Reen 
HC 5 pm Joseph and Elizabeth D’Aguillo 

                              

HC 7:30 am  Melina d’Ambrosio 

ICC 8:30 am Jerome Bevenour  

HC 9:30 am  Kouassi Gerard Dayoto 
ICC 11 am Madgeline Petri 

HC 11:30 am William James Lynch 

ICC 1 pm For the People 

A meet-and-greet with Wilmington’s Bishop 
William E. Koenig and the New York Tenors 
will be held after the show. For show tickets, 
sponsorship information, and meet-and-greet 
tickets, contact Andrea Rotsch at 302-573-3120 
or arotsch@cdow.org. Tickets may be pur-
chased online 
at WilmingtonDiocese.simpletix.com. 
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Can you spare an hour to spend with Jesus?  
Our Adoration Chapel is open from 5 am to 9 
pm Monday through Sunday  We have open-
ings where you can spend quality time with 
Our Lord.  Call Joann Pate today at  
674-4496 to reserve a time for you.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Looking for a good stewardship habit? Try 
eGiving – it streamlines your generosity and 
lets you do even more to help Church of the 
Holy Cross grow our ministries that share the 
Good News of God’s love. You can make the 
switch today! Signing up is easy from your 
computer, smartphone or tablet, and you can 
set up a recurring donation or make a one-
time gift. 
 

Recurring gifts sustain our parish throughout 
the year, and provide consistent support that 
helps us always be at the ready with pro-
grams, services, and ministries for church fam-
ilies and for those in need in our community. 
Sign up today by visiting Faith.Direct/DE251, 
or text ‘Enroll’ to (Text-to-Give Number). 
Thank you for your continued support of our 
parish family. 
 

Listen to  Catholic Forum each week.  Next Satur-
day, November 5th, Christa Klein will discuss the 
new book, “A Grain of Wheat: Collected Sermons 
of Father Leonard R. Klein.” Catholic Forum airs 
on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 
640. You can listen online anytime at cdow.org/
CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Fo-
rum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon 
Music podcasts.  
 

The Footprints Ministry, the Diocesan Miscar-
riage Ministry, offers resources for families on 
their journey after the loss of their unborn 
child, whether it was very recently or many 
years ago.  We aid mothers, fathers, couples, 
and families with support, education, and 
compassion by providing books, guidance, 
and resources on the website www.cdow.org. 
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 6 am, 4 pm, 5 pm,  8 pm 

6 am, 12 Noon, 8 pm 

1 pm 

 12 pm, 1 pm,  
2 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm 

 

P. Gerard 
C. Helwig 

F. Hettinger 
D. MacLeish 

S. Murawski 
B. Richardson 
L. Richardson 
 

R. Alderman 
H. Walker 

S. Gede 
R. O’Neill 

R. Pritchett 
P. Sheldon 

B. Gyamfi 
E. Gyamfi 
E. Wadhams 

C. Cuffee 

T. Arndt 
K .Boyer 

K. Canfield 
D. Martinez 

M. Milligan 
J. Novack 
J. Novack 

C. Parks 
C. Petka 

 
T. Hernan-
dez 

E. Pastoriza 

M. Richard K. Espinosa 
C. Geronimo 

A. Luna 

 

 
G. Godfrey   

 

J. Tormey, Jr. 

J. Carrow   

S. Tucker 

To be deter-
mined 

  

Thank you to all who took our EMHC training 

classes this past week.  Your name will be add-

ed to our next schedule that comes out in Janu-

ary.  In the meantime, you can substitute for 

someone if there is a need at the Mass you 

attend.  

If you missed the training and would like to still 

help with being an EMHC to the sick and home-

bound or at Mass, please call the Parish Office 

so we can start preparing for another training 

session.   

Lectors are also needed.  Call the Parish Office if 

interested in this ministry.  Thank you.   
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 El Foro Cristiano todos los viernes de 6:00 – 
8:00 de la tarde en el salón Mateo/Marcos. 

hasta el 2 de junio tendremos la formación es 

para toda la familia. Este año el curso será 
sobre Signos, símbolos, sacramentos y sacra-

mentales. 

 
  Asegúrese de su boleto lo antes posible. Cu-

po es limitado. Las parroquias gemelas de la 

Inmaculada Concepción y la Santa Cruz in-
vitan al gran Retiro de Adviento 

“Preparemos el Camino al Señor” El facilita-

dor será el renombrado   escritor y predica-

dor Salvador Gómez el sábado, 12 de 
noviembre  de 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM en el 

Gimnasio de la parroquia de la Santa Cruz.  

631 South State St. Dover DE 19901 
  Donación es de $50.00 incluyendo el almuer-

zo. Tendremos cuidado de niños. Ya están 

disponibles los boletos para Asistir al Retiro 
de Adviento para obtener su boleto hable 

con los líderes de las parroquias. 

 
 En octubre observamos la Fiesta del Santo 

Rosario establecida el 7 de octubre de 1573, 

en celebración de la Gran Victoria Milagrosa 
contra la invasión de los turcos, una victoria 

ganada por la CRUZADA DEL ROSARIO, 

del Papa San Pio V 
 que unió a toda Europa en oración. Únanse a 

nosotros en el rezo del Rosario durante este 

periodo por las intenciones  
 de la Paz Mundial y la Conversión de los 

Pecadores. Por favor, tome un momento y 

firme el formulario y colóquelo en la canasta 
de Nuestra Señora Ubicada en el Nártex de 

nuestra iglesia. 

 

 LA ROSA DE PLATA Comparta el mensaje 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y promue-

va el respeto por la vida a través de esta esta 

devoción significativa iniciativa de los Ca-
balleros de Colon y que estará en nuestra 

Diócesis desde el 16 de octubre al 5 de 

noviembre y estará en nuestra parroquia, el 
HOY 30 de octubre y la Comunidad Hispana 

este año será la anfitriona. Tendremos el Re-

zo del Santo Rosario después de la Misa de 
las 11:30. Se les invita a rezar el Santo Ro-

sario. Cada año, desde principios de marzo 

hasta mediados de diciembre, los consejos 
custodian las Rosas de Plata a lo largo de los 

trayectos de Canadá a México. Cada parada 

que hace la Rosa de Plata durante la peregri-
nación es un momento centrado en el ro-

sario, para que los Caballeros de Colón, los 

feligreses y los miembros de la comunidad 

recen por el respeto a la vida, por la reno-
vación espiritual de cada nación y por el 

avance del mensaje de Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe 
 

 Es muy importante inscribir a sus hijos a 

tiempo para la Educación Religiosa. Las In-
scripciones para la Educación Religiosa y 

Preparación para la Confirmación (HC - 

2023) Las aplicaciones para inscribirse para 
la Preparación para la Confirmación 2023 se 

pueden encontrar en el sitio web de la par-

roquia en holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-

faith/christianformation/k-8-formation.  Si 
tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud, no dude 

en comunicarse con Tammy Korosec en 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org o llame al (302) 
674-5787 X 122  

 

 Si usted está interesado en participar y com-
partir sus talentos como lector, ministerio de 

música, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la 

Comunión, Arte y Ambientación, dar Clases 
Pre - bautismales. Por favor hable con los 

coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la 

oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118
 

Las Clases de Educación Religiosa son los do-
mingos por la mañana, desde el 25 de septiembre 

hasta el 7 de mayo, de 9:40 a 10:50 a.m. Póngase 

en contacto con Alicia Poppiti @ 410-482-8939 o 
dre@iccmarydel.org para obtener más infor-

mación. Las inscripciones ya están disponibles.  

 
PRIMERA RECONCILIACION: Tercera Sesión 

para niños es el martes 1 de noviembre, a las 

6:30pm en el salón, la clase termina a las 7:30pm. 
Se su hijo no está inscrito por favor comuníquese 

con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti 

 
CONFIRMACION DE JOVENES: Segunda 

Sesión será el próximo domingo,20 de 

noviembre, a las 2:30pm en el salón, si su hijo no 

está inscrito comuníquese con la Sra. Alicia Pop-
piti. 
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Next class is 11/6/22 at 3:00—5:00 pm. 

Interested in enrolling a student in Religious 
Education?  Registration forms available at 
https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-
faith/christian-formation/k-8-formation 

If you have any questions contact Tammy 
Korosec Early L either 302-674-5787 x122 or 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org 
************************************************* 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catech-

esis) 

Next class November 6 at 10:30 am in the 

Matthew/Mark Room in the Early Learning 

Center.  

Interested in enrolling a student in LAFF?  

Contact Tammy Korosec.   
 

Advent is right around the corner!  Holy Cross is 

offering the class Advent:  Preparing for Christ 

Cycle A.  Classes will be held on Tuesdays at 

9:00am or 7:00pm beginning November 29th in 

the Matthew/Mark Room in the Parish Office.  

The class is free, there will not be a workbook 

provided.   

 

In English:  Father Mike Schmitz 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-
in-a-year-episodes 
 

In Spanish: Fray Sergio Serra-
no 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-
espanol-registration 

 
 

 
Confirmation Class:   
Sunday, Nov. 6 at  3:30-5 pm 

Wednesday, Nov. 9 at  6-7:30 pm 
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Confirmation Retreat: 
Last call for permission slips for retreat - 

reminder November 11/12 - we will meet at 
Holy Cross at 5 pm on November 11 in the 
Parish Hall.   
 

MOUNT 2000: 
This retreat for high school teens will take 
place Feb. 3-5 at Mt. St. Mary's University in 
Emmitsburg, MD.  Please join us for a great 

weekend put on by the seminarians at 
Mount.  Cost is $100 per person if you regis-
ter by October 31.  Please contact Linda Dar-
ling for the link to regis-

ter.  ldarling@holycrossdover.org 
 
Catholic Heart Work Camp: 
We will be traveling to Drexel Hill, PA this 

coming June 25-30, 2023.  First Come-First 
Going.  Please let Linda Darling know your 
desire to attend to reserve your spot.12th 
grade welcome to join us next summer. 

Religious Education classes run Sunday 
mornings from September 25th thru May 

7th, 9:40am-10:50am. 
 
Thank you to all the wonderful gifted per-
sons that have gifted us in Religious Educa-

tion with your faith and talents. If you have 
any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to 
contact Alicia Poppiti @410-482-8939 
or dre@iccmarydel.org for more infor-

mation.  If you have any difficulty with af-
fording RE, please call Alicia Poppiti, and 
the office can assist 
you.                                                                 

                                                             
First Reconciliation Immaculate Concep-
tion: Session 3  for children is on Tuesday, 
November1st  beginning promptly at 

6:30pm in the Church Hall, class ends at 
7:30pm.  If your child is not registered, 
please contact Alicia Poppiti, 410-482-8939 
  

Youth Confirmation for Immaculate Con-
ception: 
Second Session is today Sunday, November 
20, at 2:30-5pm in the Parish hall. If your 

youth is not registered, please contact Alicia 
Poppiti, 410-482-8939. 
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CRAFT AND VENDOR FAIR!! 

NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

Where: Holy Cross School 

When: 9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 

The Holy Cross Home School Association (HSA) is excited to announce an upcoming Craft and 
Vendor Fair.  Come join us for a day of fellowship and community! 

There will be food trucks, a bake sale, and 20 themed gift baskets  

up for grabs in our silent auction. 

…………………………………… 

 

If you are interested in renting space to sell at our craft/vendor fair, or donate baked goods 
for the fair, please email HSA at hsa@holycrossdover.org 

*All proceeds from space rental, silent auction, and bake sale  

will benefit Holy Cross School. 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:  HOLY CROSS SCHOOL 
 

Holy Cross School is seeking applications for a full time teaching position 
 in second grade, effective immediately.  

If you would like further information regarding the opportunity  

to teach in a faith-filled learning environment  
and play a key role in sacramental preparation for second grade,  

please call 302-674-5787, ext. 137.   

mailto:hsa@holycrossdover.org
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the story of these saints and cry “hey, that’s not fair.” No! Rather we read their story and we cheer them 

on, as they no doubt prayerfully cheer us on as we strive to make our way in hope to the heavenly king-

dom. 

A Wild Oscar. Irish playwright Oscar Wild once said: “Every saint has a past, every sinner has a future.” 

St. Augustine, St. Dismas, St. Pelagia, St. Vladimir, and St. Paul are living proof of that assertion. And so, 

from baseball’s Wild Card winners to Oscar Wild, who was also quite a card, we can see that we get sec-

ond chances. God’s forgiveness and grace extends that promise to each of us in the aspiration to sainthood, 

to being in Heaven. But, like the great saints and great baseball players of this year’s Pennant race, we 

have to make something of second chances, and new hope. To use another baseball analogy, we have to 

step up to the plate, and play our very best. We have to use our skills to play well, score well, and help 

others — our teammates in Christ — to do well in the game, too. 

Of Saints and Souls. With that background, let us consider this week’s significant Holy Days: All Saints 

Day, November 1 followed a day later by All Souls Day, November 2. These Holy Days remind us that the 

Catholic Church exists in three “states” – it exists as the Church here on earth (The Church Militant, made 

up of God’s faithful, fighting the good fight of daily life), as the Church in Heaven (The Church Trium-

phant, made up of the Saints in Heaven) and as the Church in purgatory (The Church Suffering, made up 

of those souls departed from this life, not yet prepared for Heaven and for which Purgatory prepares 

them). Wherever God’s people are, there is the Church; and the members of this Church are part of what is 

called the Communion of Saints.    

All Saints. In this regard, this Tuesday on November 1, we celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints — the 

Saints of the Church Triumphant. The celebration ranks high on the Church calendar as a solemnity – it is 

a Holy Day of Obligation and carries the weight of a Sunday. On that day, on that day of All Saints, we 

honor the Saints in Heaven, those denizens abiding in the Church Triumphant. However, as much as we 

honor them, we do even more: we, in fact, strive to one day join them. The collect (opening prayer) for 

Mass on All Saints Day expresses that desire: “Almighty ever-living God, by whose gift we venerate in one cele-

bration the merits of all the Saints, bestow on us, we pray, through the prayers of so many intercessors, an abundance 

of the reconciliation with you for which we earnestly long. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ…”                                                                                        

All Souls. The next day, on Wednesday, November 2, we observe All Souls Day. On that day, we remem-

ber all the faithful departed — members of the Church Suffering, the poor souls in Purgatory — and pray 

for their swift and sweet repose in the Kingdom of Heaven. The collect for All Souls Day expresses this 

hope: “Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord, and, as our faith in your Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, so may 

our hope of resurrection for your departed servants also find new strength. Through our Lord Jesus Christ…”  

The Last Inning. So, in this life and into the next the Church, the Catholic Church, the universal Church 

established by Christ for the salvation of souls, abides. And, when November soon rolls around, we will 

remember that truth in a most direct, prayerful and significant way. And so, going back to the baseball 

analogy I began with: whether by playing perfectly from the word “go” or being given hope by a Divine 

Wild Card of grace and forgiveness, it should be our life’s work and our faith’s joy to make our way to the 

Home Plate we call Heaven. We may have played badly earlier in the game, but the key to victory is where 

we find ourselves, our lives, our souls, at the final inning. Let’s get to the end of that final inning with the 

winning score: God’s team 1, the Devil, 0. That’s the win we all want! 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini  

Pastor 
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