
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

No choirs at the Masses at the present time; a can-
tor will be available for the 5 pm and the 9:30 and 

11:30 am Masses.   

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 

During Lent, Monday and Friday, 12:10 pm  
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

               Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

October  24 ,  2021  30th Sunday Ordinary Time/  Respect  Life  Month  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

October 10, 2021 

  
Ending October 10, 2021 

Join us in the Parish Hall of the next K of C 
breakfast after the 7:30 and 9:30 am Masses.  
Delicious food, Great fellowship, reasonable 

price.  See you Then. 

The priests of the Diocese of Wilmington 
will be away on a mandatory retreat with 
our new Bishop.  At Holy Cross, we will 

hold Mass our 8 am on Monday, October 25, 
as usual.  On Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, (October 26, 27, 28) we will have 
Morning Prayer at 8 am (No Mass).  On Fri-

day, October 29, we will hold the 8 am Mass.   

 

Join the Knights of Columbus on October 25 
in the church to this token of appreciation to 

the Virgin of Guadalupe on her journey.  

 

This year it is not a Holy Day of Obligation.   
We will just have our 8 am Mass as usual on 

this Monday. 

 

At the 8 am mass, we will remember all 
those who have died during this past year at 

Holy Cross.  
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Offertory  $19,363 $26,000 ($6,637) 

YTD  $375,143 $387,300 ($12,157) 

Needs  $1,335 $1,480 ($145) 

Offertory  $3,249 

2nd  $120 

 For Holy Cross, you can also Sign up for 

Faith Direct  or call the office  to leave your 
name and phone number if you wish to 

make your contribution by a credit card.   

We appreciate your generosity to  the 

church.   
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Dear Parishioners,  

In 1978, then New Wave singer, Elvis Costello rec-
orded a song entitled ‚What’s so Funny ‘bout 
Peace, Love and Understanding.‛ This song’s very 
reflective, and ponderous lyrics start out like this: 
‚As I walk through / this wicked world / searchin' for 
light in the darkness of insanity. / I ask myself / Is all 
hope lost? / Is there only pain and hatred, and misery? / 
And each time I feel like this inside / There's one thing I 
wanna know: / What's so funny 'bout peace love and 
understanding?‛ 

Peace, Love and Understanding? To look at the 
events in our world today, and saying that our 
world is seeking peace, love and understanding, 

might indeed evoke a laugh at the funniness of the 
claim. But nonetheless, God is love, peace and un-
derstanding – or as we more commonly express it: 
Father (who is love), Son (who is the Prince of 
Peace) and the Holy Spirit (who bestows under-
standing). And we, as a people and as a world, 
seek God. So, it is proper to say, that, however im-
perfectly we do it, we are seeking peace, love and 
understanding; whether we realize it or not, that is 
our goal in life. 

With Due Respect. October is Respect Life Month: 
a month dedicated to the truth that mankind is 
God’s special creation, created to rule over the rest 
of creation, and whose very being – personhood – 
is a gift given freely by God, and to be protected, 
with reverence and care, by us. When mankind 
protects human life, in common cause, we are de 
facto preserving peace, love and understanding. 
However, in our world today, much like a fizgig 
promising devotion and faithfulness, the culture of 
death allures us away from our commitment to life 
with false promises and misguided understandings 
of the preciousness of life. 

Back in the Day. The most egregious of man’s 
crimes against his fellow man, and indeed against 
peace, love and understanding, is the pernicious 
crime of abortion. Abortion is a blot on our modern 
world, like no other. Some folks will counter that 
abortion has always gone on and is not merely a 
product of the modern world; and that is true. 
However, in nearly every civilized society in the 
world, from mankind’s early history to the mid-
20th Century, abortion was crime. Just like there 
has always been theft, rape, fraud, and murder, 
yes, there has always been a presence of abortion.  

And, like theft, rape, fraud, and murder, abortion 
was not acceptable – it was a crime. As a matter of 
fact, societies that didn’t respect life, like the Aztecs 
(who killed crying babies so that their tears would 
induce the gods to provide rain) and the Spartans 
(who put to death children deemed too weak or 

imperfect), fizzled away like a waning Fourth of 
July sparkler in the rain. 

Abortion in Catholic Church History. Over his-

tory, the Church’s understanding on the issue of 
abortion developed and became further and fur-
ther refined. While as far back as the first centu-
ry’s Apostolic text, ‚Didache,‛ the Church and 
Christianity has decried and forbidden abortion; 
as science developed, it made the case for protect-
ing a child in the womb even stronger. Catholic 
thought on abortion, always deemed a moral 
wrong, developed over the centuries – much of it 
based on an understanding (a growing under-
standing) of the science of human life. So, here is 
a short historical survey on how the Church’s 

teaching developed, from the first century 
(mentioned above) to today: 

Late Roman Empire to Late Middle Ages. St. Au-
gustine, a fifth century theologian of the Church, 
held that abortion at any stage was considered a 
serious sin, though — based on Aristotelian phi-
losophy — perhaps less so if performed before 
ensoulment (also called ‚quickening‛). What does 
that mean? Well, science back in the day could 
not see the movement or growth of the child in 
the womb, thus when nothing was felt internally, 

the child in the womb was deemed 
‚inanimate‛ (without movement) and deemed 
not to yet have been ‚ensouled‛ or ‚quickened.‛ 
St. Thomas Aquinas, a 13th century Catholic theo-
logian, also held to the distinction, like St. Augus-
tine, that at the point of ‚quickening‛ (or ensoul-
ment) abortion became an excommunicable 
offense. But he also held, as did St. Augustine, 
that intentional abortion was always an offense 
against God, at any point, but after the point of 
ensoulment it was much more so. 

16th - 19th Century. Then in 1588, Pope Sixtus V 

(serving from 1567-1590) issued a Papal Bull 
(decree) entitled, ‚Effraenatam‛ (‚without re-
straint‛) as a response to the rise in procured 
abortions in the Papal States. This document 
wipes away the distinction between an animated 
(post quickening) and unanimated (pre-
quickening) child in the womb. Thus, implicitly 
making the case that life (ensoulment) begins at 
conception. This document assigned a punish-
ment of excommunication (and deemed as homi-
cide). Gregory XIV reversed this and returned to 
the quickening standard — abortion is always 
wrong but worse if done after quickening. 

19th - Early 20th Century. Pope Pius IX (serving 
1846-1878) in his encyclical ‚Apostolica Sedis Mod-
erationi‛ (‚the Guidance of the Apostle See‛) in 

Continued on page 10 
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Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
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Immaculate Conception Church 
P. O. Box 399 
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 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Linda Pollitt Principal, ext. 111 

Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 

 

co
n

n
ec

ti
o

n
s 

Got an anniversary, a birthday, or another gift-
giving occasion coming up. Try a free, but heart-
felt gift - a list of things you love about your 
spouse. Fancy it up by putting the compliments 
on brightly colored papers and put in a glass jar 
for daily reading. 
 

Not easy for humankind to live peacefully togeth-
er. There are 193 nations in the world. Invite fami-
ly members to Google a country that you don’t 
know much about and share an interesting tidbit. 
 

This years' NCYC will be done virtually - and a 
wonderful way for everyone to 

participate.  We exchange our 12 hour bus ride for 

the comfort of our home and 
Holy Cross Parish Hall.  Each participant is asked 

to register through the Diocese by October 

15.  Please visit cdowcym.org/events/detail/ncyc-
ablaze1 for more information and to register.  We 

will gather as a group on Saturday, November 20 

to conclude our weekend.  More details to follow - 
 

The Knights of Columbus invite all to participate 

in the Silver Rose ceremony on October 25 at 7pm 
in the church.  The Silver Rose will stop on it's 

journey from Canada to Mexico at Holy Cross 

Church.  All parishioners are welcome to this to-
ken of appreciation to the Virgin of Guadalupe on 

her journey.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul meeting will meet from now 
on in the office building every month on the 

2nd Monday of the month at 5 pm. 

The call to love God with all we are is to be 
written on our hearts. 

Christi is the high priest who delivers the people 
form their sins.

The greatest commandment is love.  
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We need volunteers to man the doors of Redners 

on this weekend of November 5 and November 6.  
We will be collecting non-perishable foods from 

the patrons to help stock the pantry.  If you 

would be willing to help us out, please call Kathy 
Lessard at 302-698-1091 or 302-270-5875. 

 

 

The St. Albert Initiative is a half-day program on 

science and faith for Catholic high school stu-

dents, teachers, and parents, as well as the gen-
eral public (high school age and above).   It will 

take place on Saturday, November 13, 2021 at 

Catholic University in Washington, D.C. It will 
feature short talks by Catholic scientists and the 

opportunity to meet, eat with, and ask questions 

of Catholic scientists in many fields and at vari-
ous stages of their careers. It is free for students 

and $25 for adults (but refunded for adults who 

bring a student). Also, teachers receive stipends 
plus 8 hours of professional development from 

Univ. of Notre Dame.  Registration and addition-

al information is available at https://
sites.google.com/view/stalbertinitiative. The St. 

Albert Initiative is sponsored by the Society of 

Catholic Scientists (SCS). For more information 
about the Delaware Chapter of the SCS, please 

call St. Thomas More Oratory at 302-368-4728 or 

email Fr. Tim McIntire, OSFS, 
at tmcintire@udcatholic.org. To learn more about 

the Society of Catholic Scientists, vis-

it catholicscientists.org. 

 

Is God calling you to a deeper prayer life and re-

lationship with Him?  The Secular Discalced Car-

melites (OCDS) may be for you.  We are a Catho-

lic lay order of men and women undertaking to 
live an evangelical life of fraternity and contem-

plative prayer, according to the Carmelite 

Saints.  We meet in NEWARK, DE on the 3rd Sat-
urday of each month.  To learn more, please con-

tact Diane 

at ThirdOrderCarmelitesofDE@yahoo.com.  
 

Listen to the Catholic Forum radio program/

podcast each week.  Next Saturday, October 30th, 

tune in to learn about the Dorothy Day Catholic 
Worker Farm when Dr. Larry Chapp is the 

guest. Catholic Forum airs on Saturday after-

noons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 640. You can lis-
ten online anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, 

or by searching ‚Catholic Forum‛ on Apple, 

faith
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HC 8:00 am Lida Smith 
 

HC 8:00 am No Mass; Morning Prayer only 

  

HC 8:00 am No Mass; Morning Prayer only 

 
 

HC 8:00 am  No Mass; Morning Prayer only 

ICC 6 pm  For the People 
 

HC 8:00 am  Sister Mary Elizabeth 

     

HC 8 am James and June Clacher 

HC 5 pm  Rita J. Cmar-Kulczycki 

    

HC 7:30 am  Raymond Cola 
ICC 8:30 am Margaret ‚Peggy‛ O’Meara 

HC 9:30 am  Rita J. Cmar-kulczycki 

ICC 11 am Magdelena Petri 
HC 11:30 am John Alden Kraft 

ICC 1 pm For the People 

   

Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon Music pod-
casts.  For photos, information regarding up-

coming guests, links and more, 

‚Like‛ Catholic Forum on Facebook 
at facebook.com/CatholicForum.  

 

 

Please pray for Vocations.  Vocation Aware-

ness Week is November 7—13.  All too often 
we forget to express appreciation to those in 

service-oriented jobs, including priests, sisters 

and brothers. We forget because we think, ‚It’s 
their job to help.‛ Priests and religious aren’t 

superhuman. They need genuine support from 

those they serve. Let them know how you feel. 
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The  Adoration Chapel is open again each 
day from 5 am to 9 pm.  If you would like to 
take a permanent time slot, it’s not too late.   
We still have many openings on various 

days.   See the openings listed below.  Call 
Joann Pate today at 674-4496 to reserve a 
time for you and/or your family.   

Immaculate Conception will host a car show on 
its grounds on October 16, 2021 from 10 am to 4 
pm.  Entry fee is $10/car.  There will be prizes 
give out for various categories.  Food will be 
available for purchase. 
 

Music will be provided by ‚The Godfather of 

New England Doo-Wop‛.  He will be playing 

original vinyl recordings from the 50’s and early 
60’s.  The same tunes you heard on your radio. 

Contact Bill Thompson at 302-492-8005 or 

Woody Gravenor at 302-779-2168 for more infor-

mation. 
 

Condolences to the families of Yadira Ramos and 

Jeff Daniels, Jr., Vincent Martines,, John Fabryka, Sr., 
and David Kaltenbaugh. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

Congratulations to our newest baptized mem-

bers:  Violet Hazel Vega, Hollis Matthew Stough, 
Emmaline Carmen Garcia, MaKenzie Elizabeth 

McCain. Paisley Minerva Saint, and Theodore 

Jackson Sung Saint.   
 

Welcome to our newest members:  Sam, Patti 
and Shilo Cooper; Jose Antonio Avalos Lopez; 
Steve, Veronica, Jennifer, Michelle and Stephen 
Gilbert,; Donald and Josie Gibson; Jonathon, 
Eden, James, Andrew and Roger Jones; Obinna 
and Chisom Alaeto,  Catoya Hale and  Ava York.

th
is &

 th
at 7 am, 10 am, 12pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 

7 pm 

 3 pm 

  

 6 am 

 2 pm 

 8 am, 11 am, 

 5 am, 8 am, 10 am, 11 am, 2 pm 

 

V. Pearl 
J. Salamone 
C. Brown 

C. Helwig 
M. Casey 

J. Novack 
J. Novack 

V. Viddy 

A. Fischer 
J. Fischer 
S. Hands 

R. Fritzsche 
R. O’Neill 

C. Wilk 

D. Kilby 

P. Ford 
S. Ford 
K. Kelly 

J. McIlvain 
L. Olmsted 

E. Seelig 

C. Petka 

 
M. Ramirez M. Richard 

T. Hernandez 

C. Costes 
E. Cortes 
C. Geronimo 

A. Luna 

 

 
None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

 

T. Woodeshick 

None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

L. Schlaupitz  

A. Velexquez D. Cui  

 

Attention Holy Cross liturgical ministers:  If you have 

not responded to our request to send in updated 

information on which ministry you are involved 

with, your name, contact information, and your 

ministry you are involved with, please do so now so 

we can get you on our next schedule.  If we don’t 

hear from you, we cannot place you on the sched-

ule.  Contact M. Dornberger at 674-5787, ext 116, 

or email mdornberger@holycrossdover.org 
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 Camino a una iglesia Sinodal: el pasado do-

mingo 17 de octubre el Señor obispo dio Ap-

ertura al proceso de la primera fase del Pre-

Sínodo ‚Caminando Juntos‛ El Sínodo es 

una invitación para que cada diócesis se em-

barque en un camino de profunda reno-

vación inspirada por la gracia del Espíritu de 

Dios. Como se indica en el Documento 

 Preparatorio, el Sínodo se plantea una 

cuestión principal: ¿Cómo se realiza hoy en 

nuestra Iglesia el "caminar juntos" en la si-

nodalidad? ¿Qué pasos nos invita a dar el 

Espíritu para crecer en nuestro "caminar jun-

tos"? El obispo Koenig nos invita a que 

oremos en comunidad o individualmente 

todos los días  

 Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus (Oración in-

vocando al Espíritu Santo.) 

Estamos ante ti, Espíritu Santo, 

reunidos en tu nombre. 

Tú que eres nuestro verdadero conse-

jero:  

ven a nosotros, apóyanos, entra en nues-

tros corazones.  

Enséñanos el camino, muéstranos cómo 

alcanzar la meta.  

Impide que perdamos el rumbo como 

personas débiles y pecadoras.  

No permitas que la ignorancia nos lleve 

porfalsos caminos.  

Concédenos el don del discernimiento, 

para que no dejemos que nuestras ac-

ciones se guíen por perjuicios 

 y falsas consideraciones. Condúcenos a 

la unidad en ti,  

para que no nos desviemos del camino 

de la verdad y la justicia, 

sino que en nuestro peregrinaje terrenal 

nos esforzamos por alcanzar la vida eter-

na. 

Esto te lo pedimos a ti, que obras en todo 

tiempo y lugar,  

en comunión con el Padre y el Hijo por 

los siglos de los siglos. Amén 

 

 Si usted est{ interesado en participar y com-

partir sus talentos como lector, música, ujier, 

ministros Extraordinario de la Comunión, 

Arte y Ambientación, dar Clases Pre-

bautismales. Por favor llame a la oficina al 

302-674-5787 ext. 118 

  La virgen peregrina ya est{ visitando casas, 

si usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por 

una semana y rezar el santo Rosario con su 

familia con la imagen de la virgen peregrina 

anótese con la Sra. Marta Espinosa.     Se le 

entregara la imagen el domingo al final de la 

misa y usted la devuelve el próximo domin-

go en la misa para entregarla a la siguiente 

familia. 

  Por favor de APAGAR o silenciar los celula-

res y todo aparato electrónico antes de entrar 

al Templo, que es un lugar sagrado donde se 

va a tener un encuentro con el Señor nuestro 

Dios.  

  Symbolon Explicación de la fe católica: 

conocimiento de la fe. Estamos ofreciendo 

una serie de videos / libros de estudio una 

vez m{s El costo es de $ 25 para el libro del 

participante Parte 1  

 En español en la parroquia de la Santa Cruz. 

Con el padre Oscar y la Sra. Arline. Todos 

los viernes a las 6:00 – 8:00 PM  de la tarde el 

ELC. Si est{ interesado hable con la Sra. 

Arline. 

  En ingles en la parroquia de la Inmaculada 

Concepción con la Sra. Alicia. Todos los 

lunes a las 7:00P.M. 

 

 Las clases de catecismo comenzaron el pasa-

do domingo 19 a las 9:40. Si todavía no ha 

inscrito a su hijo, ya perdió una semana de 

clase. Las inscripciones cierran el 15 de oc-

tubre. 

 Te Necesitamos: ¡Catequistas para este año! 

Necesitamos catequista para el quinto grado 

y asistentes a catequistas. Si est{ interesado 

hable con la Sra. Alicia. Si lo est{ pensado 

esto puede ser su llamado.  

 Primera Reconciliación nuestra próxima 

sesión ser{ el martes 2 de noviembre. Su hijo 

tiene que estar inscrito para las clases de 

preparación. 

 Sacramentos: Preparación para la Confir-

mación la próxima sesión ser{ domingo, 14 

de noviembre a las 2:30 de la tarde a 5:00 PM 

en el salón.  
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Regular Class – October 24th at 3:30pm  

Next class November 7th.  
 Children are to be dropped off at the double 

doors next to the Elementary office.    

 7th and 8th graders are in the Holy Cross 
Junior High building.    

 No one except students and volunteers are 

allowed to enter either building.   
 MASKS ARE MANDITORY.   

 Hall monitors will assist getting children to 

their classes. 
Dismissal from the ramp side will be as follows: 

 Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 and Sacramental Prep – 

5:15pm 
 Grades K-1 -5:20pm 

 Grades 2- 5:25pm 

 Grades 3-4 5:30pm 
If you have any questions or concerns do not 

hesitate to contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)674-
5787 X 122. 

******************************************************** 

Interested in enrolling a student in Religious Ed-
ucation?  Please contact Tammy Korosec at ei-

ther tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 

674-5787 X 122 

******************************************************** 
LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis)  

Class – November 14th 10:30am-12:30pm in the 

Matthew/Mark Room; Next class Dec. 12th.. 
Interested in enrolling a student in LAFF, please 

contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-
5787 X 122 

******************************************************** 

ADULT EDUCATION – Led by Deacon Bob  
Bishop Robert Barron’s ‚The Creed‛  

Beginning October 5th on Tuesdays at either 

9am or 7pm for a total of six weeks in the Mat-
thew/Mark room of the Holy Cross Parish Office.   

In this six week series ‚Bishop Robert Barron 

guides viewers into the depths of the Nicene 
Creed, a fourth-century statement of faith that 

has profoundly influenced Christian spirituality, 

theology, and liturgy in both the East and West.‛ 
To register for the series, please email Tammy 

Korosec at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call 

(302) 674-5787 X 122.  When emailing, please 

state whether you are registering for the am or 
pm class.   

 

Next Confirmation Classes will be Sunday, Oc-
tober 24, for Sunday class and October 27 for 

Wednesday class. 
 

fa
it

h
 f

o
rm

at
io

n
 

Youth Choir—If you are interested in assisting 
with music at the 5 pm Saturday Mass on the 

third Saturday of the month, please contact the 

Parish Office.  We are in need of singers, percus-
sion, piano and guitars.  Rehearsal is each Tues-

day evening at 6:30 in the choir room.   

******************************************************** 
 
 

 

WE NEED YOU:  Catechists needed for next 

year!  Needed for Kindergarten, and 5th grade, 
and assistants. Please inquire with Mrs. Poppiti 

as soon as possible.  If you are wondering, then 

this may be your calling. 

 

Sacraments:   

1st Reconciliation Prep -Our next session is on 
November 2nd. Your child must be registered 

in religious education classes and registered for 

Preparation classes. 
 

Youth Confirmation Prep: Next session on Sun-

day, November 14th at 2:30-5pm in the hall 
 
 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained-
Knowing the Faith  

You can still sign up if you are interested, please 

contact Alicia Poppiti to register.  The cost is $25 
for Part 1 and registration is necessary in order 

to have your participant guide. Presented in the 

Hall at ICC on Monday evenings beginning Sep-
tember 27th @ 7pm. Come join  us, its not too 

late. 

We are offering a video/study book series once 
again, for 10 Sessions that extend to approxi-

mately a 12-week time frame. 

Here is a brief description, ‚Symbolon: The 
Catholic Faith Explained is a stunning new video 

series that systematically presents the BIG pic-

ture of the Catholic Faith. Filmed on location in 
Rome, the Holy Land, Calcutta, and in the Au-

gustine Institute studios in Denver, dozens of 

nationally known teachers clearly present the 
beauty and brilliance of Catholicism.  This com-

pelling series contains two parts including ten 

episodes each. In Part 1 we journey through the 

core teachings of the Catholic Church traced out 
in the Creed and Catechism with the goal 

of knowing the Faith. In Part 2, we focus on our 

encounter with God in the sacraments and the 
moral life so that we can be fully living the 

Faith.‛ 

 

We meet the 3rd Thursday of the month at  

11 AM in the ICC Parish Hall. 

Knitters & crocheters Welcome. Questions call 

Karen Cairns 302-382-9316 
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INCH BY INCH: 
LEON LEONII 

This favorite classic picture book introduces children to 
a winning, winsome inchworm who can measure any-
thing under the sun, from a robin’s tail to a toucan’s 
beak. When a hungry nightingale threatens to eat him 
for breakfast unless he can measure her song, the inch-
worm will have to cleverly solve the dilemma. 

I’ve never read the book.  But I know of it and it 
wasn’t until I was doing a little research that I 
learned of the mathematical focus interwoven 
into the text of the children’s book entitled Inch 
By Inch.  Teachers of young children have used 
this story to introduce the concepts of measure-
ment for years.  Very nicely illustrated, Inch By 
Inch is a winner of the much coveted Caldecott 
Award for the illustrations throughout depicting 
the little inchworm, and the robin, the nightin-
gale, the toucan and all other predators who reg-
ularly feast off of such critters that wriggle and 
writhe through the rich, brown terra firma of our 
great planet.   But the little guy shows resilience 
and persistence, while being quite clever in using 
his inch long body in his favor to placate those 
who would like to snatch him up and simply 
make a meal of him.   

For eons, literature has been used to teach chil-
dren valuable lessons and to make visual what 
might otherwise be abstract concepts.  Inch By 
Inch does that so beautifully.  The listener comes 
away from the reading with some idea of the 
size of an inch, and the way in which inches add 
up to larger measures.  Perhaps you child would 
enjoy listening to the story.  Here’s the link!! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=u9A9wLIicss 

I enjoyed listening.  I love the reader’s British 
accent, and seeing how readily this book’s illus-
trations qualified for the Caldecott. The author 
conveys a valuable message for all ages.  Finding 
a solution for a dilemma through persistence and 
shrewdness.  

I don’t claim to have any keen ability when it 
comes to being shrewd, but I can surely attest to 
the fact that persistence is a useful arrow in my 
quiver.   It was probably on one of those sign-
boards people have sitting on shelves or hanging 
on walls in their homes, classrooms, garages, or 
any other structure.  The words are supposed to 
be inspirational, comforting, or encouraging.  I 
read them all.  The words were sending the mes-
sage that although plans may change along the 
way, the goal should remain the same.  Persis-
tence!  

I believe we’ve all learned a little bit about per-
sistence over the past 18 months or so. In some 
ways it’s been a valuable lesson.  In other ways; 
just plain daunting.  

Inch by inch is an apt description of our ap-
proach as a school to re-introducing a little bit of 
what was lost in the area of student life for our 
kids.  We are determined to resurrect what we 
can, when we can *in keeping with mandated 
restrictions+ some of the activities and events 
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that our students always looked forward to such 
as extra-curricular activities and after-school 
events.   

Mrs. Speed and Mrs. Bolton have taken on a new 
and energized approach to the role our Student 
Council plays in the life of the school.   I share 
their excitement and look forward to some of 
their ideas.  It’s hard, but if we take on the phi-
losophy of the inchworm, we will achieve the 
goal. 

A couple of weeks ago I gathered together with a 
group of ladies who came to the table armed 
with an enthusiasm and energy that I haven’t 
seen in a long time.  It was like seeing the thirsty 
drink following a drought or the hungry feasting 
after the famine. The goal of the gathering was to 
discuss the upcoming and much-loved event 
known as Trunk or Treat.  It is usually the first 
big event held in the new school year and when 
you put candy, costumes, and cars in the equa-
tion, the end result is pure merriment and joy.  
Thanks to Kellan, one of our astute fourth grad-
ers, we are having as one of the ‚trunks‛ the Do-
ver City Police Bearcat with a few officers on 
hand to join in giving out candy, along with 
some of their friends and colleagues from the 
Motorcycle Brigade. Kellan’s dad is a DCP officer 
and was more than happy to make arrangements 
to help out.   They will be hosting tours of the 
Bearcat, and although it would be a hoot to ride 
on one of the motorcycles, that won’t be happen-
ing, sadly.  We are looking forward to having 
some of the much admired First Responders on 
site for our fun-filled evening.  The ladies who 
gathered on that Friday afternoon armed with 
one good idea after another were Mrs. Granitto, 
Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Klaus, Mrs. Speed, Mrs. Tam 
and Mrs. Woodall.  Little by little<. 

We are so grateful to Mrs. Knox and Mrs. Borden 
for bringing back Science Explorers.  The stu-
dents missed this so much and the response to 
being able to have it once again has been tremen-
dous. They are meeting in the elementary Sci-
ence Lab and are making scientific things hap-
pen  

Mrs. Riecks is busily preparing for the first sea-
son of Odyssey of the Mind after a prolonged 
absence from the extra-curricular line-up.  She is 
actively seeking out coaches, and would be hap-
py with just three teams if we could manage it.  
We’ve had more in the past, yes, but it remains 
to be seen what the days ahead will finally re-
veal.  HCS has always been represented at the 
state level, at least. We have been even packed 
our bags and headed for far-away places to com-
pete at the world level because we have some 
pretty smart kiddoes in our school! This program 
invites kids of all ages to bring their gifts and 
talents and learn valuable lessons in teamwork, 
and problem solving.   

We are doing what we can, when we can within 
our limitations with the ultimate goal of keeping 
our children safe.  Plans may change, but the 
goal never does.   
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1869, with more medical and scientific knowledge about the beginning of life now known, dismissed the dis-
tinction of quickening as a standard for determining the right to life of the child in the womb. He reaffirmed 
the consequence of immediate excommunication for any intentionally procured abortion. Building on Pope 

Pius IX writings, Pope Pius XI (serving 1922-1939) in the document ‚Casti Connubii‛ (‚on chastity in wedlock‛) 
regards all abortion as the unlawful taking of an innocent life, regardless of the level of development of the 
child in the womb or the family’s circumstances.  

Late 20th Century. In the latter part of 20th century, Pope Paul VI (serving 1963-1978) in his encyclical, 
‚Humanae Vitae,‛ (‚on human life‛) (1968) reaffirmed the Church’s position against artificial birth control 
methods. The document called for respect for human life from the moment of conception to natural death and 
reiterated the grave sinfulness of abortion. In broader scope, Pope John Paul II (serving 1978-2005) in his en-
cyclical ‚Evangelium Vitae,‛ (‚the Gospel of life‛) clearly defined the value of human life and condemned kill-
ing on any level, whether it be the death penalty, euthanasia, or abortion.  

Today. Pope Francis (serving 2013-present), in ‚Misericordia et Misera‛ (‚mercy and misery‛) maintains that 
abortion is a grave sin stating, ‚I wish to restate as firmly as I can that abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an 

end to an innocent life.‛ He also stated, ‚Whoever commits an abortion, murders< Take any book on embry-
ology< at the third week of conception, many times before a mother even realizes it, all the organs are there. 
All of them, even their DNA< it is a human life. Period.‛ 

A Wrong Right. And so, it was, for centuries upon centuries, universally understood that the idea of taking 
the life of child in the womb was a serious moral wrong. Then, in these United States (and in many parts of 
the western world), in the turbulent 60s, a movement came a foot to, at first, decriminalize abortion, and then 
legalize it. In 1973, the United States Supreme Court not only legalized abortion, but took the exceptional leap 
of making it a constitutional right. A body blow to peace, love and understanding if ever there was one.  

More than Numbers. Since 1973, in the United States, over 62,500,000 abortions have been performed. It was 
once held out by proponents of abortion, that abortions should ‚safe, legal – and rare.‛ That last descriptor, 
‚rare,‛ which has been of late dropped by the pro-abortion crowd – seems to have been an ignored caveat. 
The number 62,500,000 shows that abortion, while made ‚safe‛ (though not for the child in the womb), and 
legal, could hardly be quantified as ‚rare.‛  

To put that number in context, that represents more than the population of more than half the states in our 
nation; more than Alabama, Louisiana, Kentucky, Oregon, Oklahoma, Connecticut, Utah, Iowa, Nevada, Ar-
kansas, Mississippi, Kansas, New Mexico, Nebraska, Idaho, West Virginia, Hawaii, New Hampshire, Maine, 
Montana, Rhode Island, Delaware, South Dakota, North Dakota, Alaska, Vermont, and Wyoming, combined. 
Worldwide, the number stands at over 1.5 billion in just over the past 40 years. These numbers can sometimes 
be looked upon as mere statistical abstractions, but they are not. Each number is a human life that has gone 
unborn. Each number is a life snuffed out from a concern for finances, shame, fear or loss of freedom.  

False Premises, False Promises. During this Respect Life Month, let us recommit ourselves to respect the in-
nate value of human life, from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death. Let us turn back the 
darkness of the culture of death, and never, never, never, accept its false premises (to take a child’s life is your 
‚choice‛) and its false promises (you will be better off without this child). St. Teresa of Calcutta said it well: 
‚Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love one another, but to use any violence to 
get what they want< This is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion.‛ Scripture says it more 
succinctly, ‚You shall not kill.‛ 

… and Music. To finish as I started, I want to again reference the song, ‚What’s so Funny ‘bout Peace, Love and 
Understanding.‛ That song finishes with these words: ‚And as I walk on / through troubled times / my spirit gets so 
downhearted sometimes. / So where are the strong / and who are the trusted? / And where is the harmony? / Sweet har-
mony. / Because each time I feel it slipping away, just makes me want to cry: / ‘What's so funny 'bout peace love and 
understanding?’‛ To answer that titular question: There is nothing funny about it at all; it is what is needed if 
we are to survive. Living our Catholic faith and turning hearts and minds around on the issue of abortion (as 

we have been doing for nearly a half century), as well as changing laws and society, will go a long way to 
bring peace, love and understanding in our lives and in our nation. 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. James Lentini 
Pastor 
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