
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

No choirs at the Masses at the present time; a can-
tor will be available for the 5 pm and the 9:30 and 

11:30 am Masses.   

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 

During Lent, Monday and Friday, 12:10 pm  
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

               Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

October  10 ,  2021  28th Sunday Ordinary Time/  Respect  Life  Month  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

September 26, 2021 

  
Ending September 26, 2021 

The School and Parish Offices will be closed 
on Monday, October 11, in honor of Colum-
bus Day. 
 

Mass will take place at 9 am only at Holy 

Cross on October 11. 

Immaculate Conception will host a car show 

on its grounds on October 16, 2021 from 10 

am to 4 pm.  Entry fee is $10/car.  

Join us in the Parish Hall of the next K of C 

breakfast after the 7:30 and 9:30 am Masses.  
Delicious food, Great fellowship, reasonable 

price.  See you Then. 

 

Join the Knights of Columbus on October 25 
in the church to this token of appreciation to 

the Virgin of Guadalupe on her journey. 
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Offertory  $28, 270 $26,000 $2,270 

YTD  $329,334 $335,300 ($5,966) 

Needs  $1,469 $1,480 ($11) 

Offertory  $3,485 

2nd  $201 

 For Holy Cross, you can also Sign up for 

Faith Direct  or call the office  to leave your 
name and phone number if you wish to 

make your contribution by a credit card.   

We appreciate your generosity to  the 

church.   
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Dear Parishioners, 

Well, it is October! October is a month with a 

plethorah of bizarro-world observance. What do I 

mean by that? Well, for example, in October we 
celebrate Pasta Month (my stomach celebrates that 

regularly), Pretzel Month, Cookbook Month, 

Squirrel Appreciation Month (now that’s — dare I 
say —nuts), and even the National Month of Sar-

casm (yeah, like I’m really going to celebrate that). 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T. October is also, and much more 
importantly, Respect Life Month — a time when 

we pause to reflect on the gift of human life en-

trusted to us by God, from the moment of concep-

tion until natural death. The most obvious affront 
to the respect for human life is most notably the 

presence of unrestricted abortion that plagues the 

landscape of our country and so many countries. 
In Europe, the long-standing center of the Catho-

lic universe, only the Vatican, Northern Ireland 

and Malta prohibit the taking of a human life by 
abortion. Even in very-Catholic Latin America, the 

long-standing opposition to abortion, while still 

very strong, has seen the spectre of so-called 

“reproductive rights” on the rise.  

800,000 Reasons to Pray! During Respect Life 

Month, we are called to pray for an end to the 
practice of abortion that deems human life not 

worthy of protection. There are other areas of re-

quiring our attention during this month: euthana-
sia, cloning, capital punishment, and host of other 

life-related degradations that are on our cultural 

radar screen. That being said, abortion is the most 
egregious of these simply because of the scale of 

the threat to human life: recent data shows over 

800,000+ abortions per year in the United States 
(with New Jersey having the highest rate, and 

Wyoming, the lowest). That number, 800,000+, 

represents that over 10 years, 8,000,000+ lives will 

have been taken — a number that is the popula-

tion of Delaware almost nine-times-over. 

To be continued. I will be writing more on this 

topic in coming Pastor’s Column during this Re-
spect Life Month, as asking you our faithful, to 

continue to pray for the respecting of human life, 

from conception to natural death, during this 
month, and indeed throughout the year. I will like 

ask that you pray for an end to the plague of abor-

tion in our state, our nation and our world.  

Holy Rosary. October is the month of the Holy 

Rosary; its key holy day is on October 7: The Me-

morial of Our Lady of the Rosary. Just about eve-
ry year since I’ve been pastor, I write about this 

topic< I add to or edit what I wrote before, to 

give an insight into this holy day (and holy 
month). Much like an Entertainment Tonight 

exposé on the secret life of the Kardashians, this 

feast day has a story and a story behind the sto-

ry! Here it is: 

A Special Appearance. The Rosary was estab-

lished by our Blessed Mother, Mary, who in the 
year 1214 appeared to St. Dominic in a French 

monastery and commended to him the concept 

and practice of the Holy Rosary. In the praying 
of that Rosary, using what we today call Rosary 

beads, 150 Hail Marys would be prayed – one for 

every Psalm in Scripture < a reflection of the 

fact that in praying the official prayers of the 
Church (called the Divine Office) priests, dea-

cons, and religious brothers and sisters, would in 

the course of set cycle of prayer, pray all 150 
Psalms. At that time most people were not lit-

erate, and a way to share in the prayer of the 

Church was to pray the rosaries, with 150 Hail 
Marys (based on scripture, FYI) filling in for 150 

psalms. 

Elementary My Dear Watson? So, may we de-
duce from this that on the Feast of Our Lady of 

Rosary we are celebrating the establishment of 

the Rosary, right? Well, actually, no. We are not. 

Hence the story behind the story! 

Here’s the story behind the story: Just as the 

Jackson 5 became the Jacksons, and the show 
“Seinfeld Chronicles” became “Seinfeld,” the 

feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary is likewise a 

revised name. The October 7 feast was originally 
known as the feast of Our Lady of Victory; it was 

established to celebrate a particular military vic-

tory for the forces of Christendom in Europe. As 
history tells us, Turkish Ottoman Empire forces 

had toppled the Christian Byzantine Empire in 

the 15th century (1453) and over the next 100 

years expanded their Islamic Empire westward 
into Europe, conquering ever westward and ever 

northward. But within Europe, there was a de-

ceptive calm in some corners about the advance. 
Why? Many European countries were blinded to 

the threat of encroaching Ottoman advances by 

the seduction allure of money made from trad-
ing with that Empire and its vassal states. But 

the not everyone was blinded to the threat. Au-

thor Niccolò Capponi in his book, The Victory of 
the West: The Great Christian-Muslim Clash at the 

Battle of Lepanto, described the situation this way: 

By the beginning of the sixteenth century 
Christendom was in a very sorry state. Gone 

were the crusading ideals of old; people 

Continued on page 10 
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How one talks with God (prayer) varies from per-
son to person. Some like memorized prayers, 
some read scripture, some quietly meditate< 
Share what style is most meaningful to each of 
you. 
 

Invite everyone in your family to choose one pos-
session this weekend to give to someone who 
needs it. Let it go. 

 

This years' NCYC will be done virtually - and a 

wonderful way for everyone to 
participate.  We exchange our 12 hour bus ride for 

the comfort of our home and 

Holy Cross Parish Hall.  Each participant is asked 
to register through the Diocese by October 

15.  Please visit cdowcym.org/events/detail/ncyc-

ablaze1 for more information and to register.  We 
will gather as a group on Saturday, November 20 

to conclude our weekend.  More details to follow - 
 

The Knights of Columbus invite all to participate 

in the Silver Rose ceremony on October 25 at 7pm 

in the church.  The Silver Rose will stop on it's 
journey from Canada to Mexico at Holy Cross 

Church.  All parishioners are welcome to this to-

ken of appreciation to the Virgin of Guadalupe on 
her journey.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul meeting will meet from now 

on in the office building every month on the 
2nd Monday of the month at 5 pm. 

The Lord calls us to commit ourselves to him.  

While that might involve suffering, there is the 

promise of joy to come.   

In following Jesus, Christians follow someone 
who, like them, has experienced the difficulties 

and hardships of life.  We can be comforted that 

he is merciful.

Jesus is a different leader—rather than seek glory, 
he seeks to be a servant and to sacrifice his life to 

save others.   
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Our Lady’s message from Fatima 
was an URGENT one.  She re-
quested that the Rosary be 
prayed daily for world peace and 
for the conversion of sinners.  
Our Lady said, “I am the Lady of 
the Rosary and I have come to 
warn the faithful to amend their 
lives and ask pardon for our 
sons.”   

 

"Praying the Rosary daily in the month of Octo-
ber, as our Mother, our Lady, wants none of her 
children to be lost, but all to be saved.   So let us 
be faithful in our promises and generously carry 
out our praying daily in this month of Octo-
ber.   The total number pledged for this month is 
10,510!"  

 

Rally to take place: 
When:  October 16 at 9 am 
Where:  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in front of the 
church 
 

Any question, please call Carol O’Donnell at 302-
359-4340.  If you need a rosary, we can provide 
you with on.  When we pray, Our Lady prays 
with us.   
 

The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington has an-
nounced a new ministry called Footprints, de-
signed to assist families by providing support 
and resources after the loss of their unborn child
(ren), whether it was very recent or many years 
ago. Footprints will launch with a special Preg-
nancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Mass on 
October 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Elizabeth 
Church in Wilmington, Delaware. Grieving fami-
lies are invited to gather together, celebrate Mass, 
and surround themselves with family and 
friends’ loving support to remember their little 
one(s). A light reception will follow the Mass. 
Reservations are required by September 30, 
2021.   Please register online at https://
cdow.coursestorm.com/course/pregnancy-and-
infant-loss-remembrance-day-mass.  
Questions may be referred to the Office for Mar-
riage and Family Life at 302-295-0657 or by email-
ing Eileen Gaus, Coordinator, 
at egaus@cdow.org.  
 

 

We need volunteers to man the doors of Redners 

on this weekend of November 5 and November 6.  

We will be collecting non-perishable foods from 
the patrons to help stock the pantry.  If you 

would be willing to help us out, please call Kathy 

Lessard at 302-698-1091 or 302-270-5875. 
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HC 9:00 am Grace Jara 
 

HC 8:00 am Raymond Cola 
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HC 8:00 am William “Billy” Peek 

 
 

HC 8:00 am  Mary Elizabeth Grochmal 

ICC 6 pm  For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am  Rev. John Solomon (LI) 
     

HC 8 am Arthur C. Throne, III 

HC 5 pm  Debbie Rolla 

    

HC 7:30 am  Jose Austria 

ICC 8:30 am Mathew Gulrich, Sr. 
HC 9:30 am  Debra Coebn 

ICC 11 am Margaret “Peggy” O’Meara 

HC 11:30 am Olga de la Roocha 
ICC 1 pm For the People 

   

 

The St. Albert Initiative is a half-day program on 
science and faith for Catholic high school students, 
teachers, and parents, as well as the general public 
(high school age and above).   It will take place on 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 at Catholic University 
in Washington, D.C. It will feature short talks by 
Catholic scientists and the opportunity to meet, eat 
with, and ask questions of Catholic scientists in 
many fields and at various stages of their careers. It 

is free for students and $25 for adults (but refunded 
for adults who bring a student). Also, teachers re-
ceive stipends plus 8 hours of professional develop-
ment from Univ. of Notre Dame.  Registration and 
additional information is available at https://
sites.google.com/view/stalbertinitiative. The St. Al-
bert Initiative is sponsored by the Society of Catho-
lic Scientists (SCS). For more information about the 

Delaware Chapter of the SCS, please call St. Thomas 
More Oratory at 302-368-4728 or email Fr. Tim 
McIntire, OSFS, at tmcintire@udcatholic.org. To 
learn more about the Society of Catholic Scientists, 
visit catholicscientists.org. 



 

 6 

 
fa

it
h

 in
 a

ct
io

n
 

The  Adoration Chapel is open again each 
day from 5 am to 9 pm.  If you would like to 
take a permanent time slot, it’s not too late.   
We still have many openings on various 

days.   See the openings listed below.  Call 
Joann Pate today at 674-4496 to reserve a 
time for you and/or your family.   

 
The Parish Directories are in the Parish Office.     
If you have not picked up your copy yet, please  
stop by the office to get your copy.  It is best to 
please call ahead of time and we will get your 
copy and have it ready for you to pick up.    
 

Immaculate Conception will host a car show on 
its grounds on October 16, 2021 from 10 am to 4 
pm.  Entry fee is $10/car.   

 

There will be prizes give out for various catego-
ries.  Food will be available for purchase. 
 

Music will be provided by “The Godfather of 

New England Doo-Wop”.  He will be playing 

original vinyl recordings from the 50’s and early 
60’s.  The same tunes you heard on your radio. 

 

Contact Bill Thompson at 302-492-8005 or 
Woody Gravenor at 302-779-2168 for more infor-

mation. 

 

Congratulations to the family of Aiden Thomas 
Gsell who was recently baptized into the Catho-

lic faith at Holy Cross.  

 

Condolences to the families of Gerald and Con-

stance Wong, Mary Alice McKone, and Sheila 

Berninger,  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed rest in peace.  Amen. 

th
is &

 th
at 7 am, 10 am, 12pm, 1 pm, 5 pm, 

8 pm 

 2 pm, 3 pm 

  

 6 am, 12 pm 

 2 pm 

 8 am, 11 am, 

 5 am, 8 am, 10 am, 11 am, 12 
pm, 2 pm, 3 pm, 7 pm 

 

C. Helwig 
M. Casey 

D. Darling 
L. Darling 

N. Kosior 

L. Chrstiansen 

J. Davis 
J. Fischer 
A. Fischer 

S. Hands 
R. Fritzsche 

C. Wilk 

C. Cuffee 

C. Robinson 
M. Sossich 
G. Wessel 

M. Wessel 
N. West 

J. Novack 
J. Novack 

S. Crossen 

 
M. Ramirez M. Richard 

E. Pastoriza 

C. Costes 

A. Lune 

 

 
None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

 

G. Godfrey 

None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

A. Meyet 

A. Velexquez D. Cui  

A. Perez 

Attention Holy Cross liturgical ministers:  If you have 

not responded to our request to send in updated 

information on which ministry you are involved 

with, your name, contact information, and your 

ministry you are involved with, please do so now so 

we can get you on our next schedule.  If we don’t 

hear from you, we cannot place you on the sched-

ule.  Contact M. Dornberger at 674-5787, ext 116, 

or email mdornberger@holycrossdover.org 
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 Octubre es el mes del santo Rosario.  Por 

favor haga el compromiso de rezar el san-

to Rosario diariamente con su familia. Co-

mo de costumbre se les pide que se anote 

en el N{rtex de la iglesia con eso confirma 

que est{ dispuesta a rezar el Rosario todos 

los días. El día 16 de octubre, se rezar{ el 

Rosario como comunidad parroquial al-

rededor de la estatua de Nuestra Sra. Del 

Carmen que est{ ubicada en el estaciona-

miento delantero. Les daremos m{s infor-

mación m{s adelante. 

 Lavado de Autos. El s{bado 23 de octubre 

tendremos un lavado de autos por $20 ex-

terior e interior, de 9:0 am a 3:00       pm en 

nuestra parroquia hermana de la Inmacu-

lada Concepción, en Marydel. Tendremos 

ventas de comida y refresco. Si alguien 

quiere cooperar por favor hable con la Sra. 

Arline Dosman. Es para cubrir parte de la 

deuda de la transportación de los pere-

grinos a la Basílica de la Inmaculada Con-

cepción en Washington, D.C.    
  

 Si usted est{ interesado en participar y 

compartir sus talentos como lector, músi-

ca, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la 

Comunión, Arte y Ambientación, dar 

Clases Pre-bautismales. Por favor llame a 

la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

 Por favor de APAGAR o SILENCIAR los 

celulares y todo aparato electrónico antes 

de entrar al Templo, que es un lugar sa-

grado donde se va a tener un encuentro 

con el Señor nuestro Dios.  

 La virgen peregrina ya est{ visitando 

casas, si usted desea tener la virgen en su 

casa por una semana y rezar el santo    Ro-

sario con su familia con la imagen de la 

virgen peregrina anótese con la Sra. Marta 

Espinosa. Se le entregara la imagen el do-

mingo al final de la misa y usted la 

devuelve el próximo domingo en la misa 

para entregarla a la siguiente familia. 

 Todavía estamos viviendo en tiempo de 

una pandemia, sí, es cierto que cada año 

realizamos una serie de eventos tradicion-

ales culturales en el mes de diciembre, co-

mo las devociones mariano-guadalupano 

en honor a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

patrona de las Américas. Que comienza el 

día 3 de diciembre, con la novena a las 

7:00PM donde cada día, distintas familias 

rezan con sus familias el santo Rosario, las 

mañanitas y la celebración del día 12 de 

diciembre, las Posadas y la misa de No-

chebuena. Comprendemos que estas advo-

caciones son muy importantes para nues-

tra comunidad, debido a la restricción no 

se ha concretado todos los detalles de estos 

eventos. Nos estaremos reuniendo para 

planificar lo que podemos hacer y no 

hacer. Mientras se toman las decisiones, si 

usted desea la virgen uno de esos días del 

3 al 11 de diciembre hable con nuestra her-

mana Marta Espinosa. Si desea tomar una 

Posada hable con la Sra. Arline Dosman 

directora del Ministerio Hispano. Estamos 

viviendo en tiempos de mucha inestabi-

lidad, todo puede cambiar con el cambio 

del promedio de casos en nuestro estado y 

las restricciones impuestas por las autori-

dades. 

 Symbolon Explicación de la fe católica: 

conocimiento de la fe. Estamos ofreciendo 

una serie de videos / libros de estudio una 

vez m{s El costo es de $ 25 para el libro del 

participante Parte 1.  En español en la par-

roquia de la Santa Cruz. con el padre Os-

car y la Sra. Arline. Todos los viernes a las 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM de la tarde el ELC. Si 

est{ interesado hable con la Sra. Arline. 

  En ingles en la parroquia de la Inmacula-

da Concepción con la Sra. Alicia. Todos los 

lunes a las 7:00P.M.  

Las clases de catecismo comenzaron el pasado 

domingo 19 a las 9:40. Si todavía no ha inscrito 

a su hijo, ya perdió una semana de clase. Las 

inscripciones cierran el 15 de octubre. 

Te Necesitamos: ¡Catequistas para este año! 

Necesitamos catequista para el quinto grado y 

asistentes a catequistas. Si est{ interesado 

hable con la Sra. Alicia. Si lo est{ pensado esto 

puede ser su llamado.  

Sacramentos: Preparación para la Confir-

mación Primera Sesión este domingo, 10 de 

octubre a las 2:30PM de la tarde a 5:00 PM en 

el salón.  

Primera Reconciliación: Comienza el martes 5 

de octubre. Su hijo tiene que estar inscrito para 

las clases de preparación. 
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Regular Class – 

October 10th at 

3:30pm  
Next class October 

24th.   

 Children are to be dropped off at the double 
doors next to the Elementary office.    

 7th and 8th graders are in the Holy Cross 

Junior High building.    
 No one except students and volunteers are 

allowed to enter either building.   

 MASKS ARE MANDITORY.   
 Hall monitors will assist getting children to 

their classes. 

Dismissal from the ramp side will be as follows: 
 Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 and Sacramental Prep – 

5:15pm 

 Grades K-1 -5:20pm 
 Grades 2- 5:25pm 

 Grades 3-4 5:30pm 

If you have any questions or concerns do not 
hesitate to contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)674-

5787 X 122. 

******************************************************** 
Interested in enrolling a student in Religious Ed-

ucation?  Please contact Tammy Korosec at ei-

ther tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 
674-5787 X 122 

******************************************************** 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis)  
Class – October 10th 10:30am-12:30pm in the 

Matthew/Mark Room; Next class Nov. 14th. 

Interested in enrolling a student in LAFF, please 
contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-

5787 X 122 
******************************************************** 

ADULT EDUCATION – Led by Deacon Bob  

Bishop Robert Barron’s “The Creed”  
Beginning October 5th on Tuesdays at either 

9am or 7pm for a total of six weeks in the Mat-

thew/Mark room of the Holy Cross Parish Office.   
In this six week series “Bishop Robert Barron 

guides viewers into the depths of the Nicene 

Creed, a fourth-century statement of faith that 
has profoundly influenced Christian spirituality, 

theology, and liturgy in both the East and West.” 

To register for the series, please email Tammy 

Korosec at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call 
(302) 674-5787 X 122.  When emailing, please 

state whether you are registering for the am or 

pm class.  Please register by September 29th.   
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Next Confirmation Classes will be this Sunday, 
October 10, for Sunday class and October 13 for 

Wednesday class. 

 
Youth Group - Saturday, October 23 at Tre So-

relle Golf   

Jr. High 1-2:30 and High School 2:30-4 pm.  Cost 
$7  Friends are welcome - please make sure they 

have a Form A with them. 

******************************************************** 
 
 

Classes began on Sunday, September 19th at 
9:40am.  Your child must be registered to at-

tend.   

 

WE NEED YOU:  Catechists needed for next 

year!  Needed for Kindergarten, and 5th grade, 
and assistants. Please inquire with Mrs. Poppiti 

as soon as possible.  If you are wondering, then 

this may be your calling. 

 

Sacraments:  1st Reconciliation Prep began on 

October 5th.  Your child must be registered in 
religious education classes and registered for 

Preparation classes.  

Youth Confirmation Prep: First session on Sun-
day, October 10th at 2:30-5pm in the hall 
 
 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained-

Knowing the Faith  We are offering a video/
study book series once again, for 10 Sessions that 

extend to approximately a 12-week time frame. 

You can still sign up if you are interested, please 

contact Alicia Poppiti to register.  The cost is $25 
for Part 1 and registration is necessary in order 

to have your participant guide. Presented in the 

Hall at ICC on Monday evenings; it began on 
September 27th.  

Here is a brief description, “Symbolon: The Catholic 

Faith Explained is a stunning new video series that 
systematically presents the BIG picture of the Catho-

lic Faith. Filmed on location in Rome, the Holy Land, 

Calcutta, and in the Augustine Institute studios in 
Denver, dozens of nationally known teachers clearly 

present the beauty and brilliance of Catholicism.  This 

compelling series contains two parts including ten 
episodes each. In Part 1 we journey through the core 

teachings of the Catholic Church traced out in the 

Creed and Catechism with the goal of knowing the 
Faith. In Part 2, we focus on our encounter with God 

in the sacraments and the moral life so that we can be 

fully living the Faith.”  
 

We meet the 3rd Thursday of the month at  

11 AM in the ICC Parish Hall. 

Knitters & crocheters Welcome. Questions call 
Karen Cairns 302-382-9316 
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It has been widely stated that while we are busy 
making plans, God laughs.  In my lifetime I can 
assure you that I have provided him with a true 
laugh riot.  By nature, I am a planner.  On any 
given Monday morning my colleagues will invar-
iably inquire as to my weekend.  I always gauge 
my response by how successful my plan was exe-
cuted over the paltry two days we are given for 
the so-called R & R.  Sadly, the weekends when 
my plan was to accomplish SO MUCH outnum-
ber those where I actually am able to.  The melan-
choly Monday mornings when I find myself un-
packing my bag of unaccomplished plans make 
for a bad day at the outset.  Don’t misunderstand, 
I don’t wantonly ignore responsibility.  If it abso-
lutely must be done, it will get done.  I told Mrs. 
Arndt just the other day that if it weren’t for 
deadlines, I might not get anything done!  Now, I 
realize I don’t paint a very pretty picture of my-
self here, but I paint this picture of myself to make 
a point.  While there might be some heavy duty 
snickering at my expense just beyond the Gates of 
Heaven, God knows and I know that I am noth-
ing if not for Him.  I have learned that through 
the trials that have come my way.  No one is with-
out a cross to bear.  But there isn’t a cross on the 
face of this earth as heavy as the cross that Jesus 
bore, nor as heavy as the cross on which He was 
crucified.  When our plans don’t work out the 
way we want, when things don’t go our way, the 
Psalmist tells us to “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart.”   It might be the eleventh hour, or ten 
minutes before a deadline, but the plan will al-
ways be fulfilled according to His will, and the 
deadline will be met because God never leaves us 
wanting.   

“Good afternoon, Holy Cross School, this is Mrs. 
Pollitt.”  And so began a conversation between 
Miss Karina Santecroce and myself.  It might be 
fifteen months ago, or maybe more that this initial 
conversation occurred.  If I was to be asked who I 
spoke with fifteen months ago, I would be at a 
loss to recall.    I do remember this particular con-
versation, however.   Miss Santacroce had called 
to inquire into substitute opportunities at HC.  
She and I discussed the fact that we are always 
looking for qualified candidates.  Throughout the 
conversation I learned that she was a graduate of 
The Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio, 
did not live in Delaware, and was currently ac-
tively engaged in the medical care of one of her 
parents.  I asked her what prompted her inquiry 
at the time seeing as how the commute between 
Pennsylvania and Delaware was a bit much given 
a chance to stand in for a teacher one day, in addi-
tion to her devotion to the care of her parent 
could possibly disallow her candidacy for substi-
tuting.  She informed me that she would like to 
have her information on file in the eventuality 
that God would grant her prayers for a change in 
residency; to Delaware.   We ended our conversa-
tion with my promise to forward her the applica-
tion.  I did.  I didn’t hear from her again.   

Much has transpired in those months since I for-
warded her the application.  But in those months, 
God has been at work in her life, and in the lives 
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of others.    Not too long ago I learned of an em-
ployment prospect for one of our teachers.   It 
was, understandably an opportunity worth look-
ing into.  Ultimately, a teaching position opened 
up at HCS.  The Psalmist tells us to trust in the 
Lord with all our heart.  I telephoned a candidate 
who had made an earlier inquiry into employ-
ment at HCS.  I learned that she was gainfully 
employed.  Of course!  I decided I had to do 
something heretofore thought radical and revolu-
tionary in my eyes.   I asked Mrs. Bifferato to post 
the position on our social media pages.  I, in turn 
posted the position on the Diocesan employment 
website.  In the two weeks that ensued, there was 
nothing.  Over 3000 people had seen the social 
media posts.  Nothing.  Every day, more nothing.  
I prayed, the faculty and staff prayed<.the days 
came and went.  Nothing.   

Last week, Mrs. Arndt was busily counting and 
bundling the Picture Day flyers for the Thursday 
Communicators when I walked into the outer 
office.  “Have there been any bites for the posi-
tion?” she asked, concerned.    I replied in the 
negative and walked back to my office.  “All I 
know is that God has a plan.”  Its’ something I 
have said a million times, because I know He 
does.   Mrs. Arndt asked me if I had rocks in my 
stomach.  I said yes.  It’s the waiting for His will 
to be revealed that gets me every time. 

The red light was telling me I had a message on 
my phone.  Before retrieving the message I rifled 
through some folders on my desk, one of which is 
labeled Employment Inquiries.  Out of the clearest 
blue, I asked myself, “I wonder whatever hap-
pened to that little girl I spoke to last year?”  A 
heavy sigh later, I turned around and entered the 
message retrieval code on my phone.  “Good af-
ternoon Mrs. Pollitt, I don’t know if you remem-
ber me, my name is Karina Santecroce and I spoke 
with you on the phone last year.”  “I have been 
following your website and noticed that you have 
a need for a teacher.”  She went on to say that she 
was traveling to Delaware and was hoping for an 
opportunity to visit the school and discuss the 
position on Monday or Tuesday, if it was still 
available.   I called her right away.  We were both 
overjoyed at the chance to renew our acquaint-
anceship, albeit long distance, literally.  As it hap-
pened, she was in the midst of her journey that I 
returned her call.  I asked if she would be willing 
to give me some time on Sunday.  I planned to 
attend Mass at HC, if we could meet shortly 
thereafter.  She was in full agreement.  We ex-
changed information as to how to recognize one 
another and where she would find me.   

Sunday morning, 930 Mass, I was sitting at the 
end of the pew when a tall young woman made 
her presence known by asking if I was Mrs. 
Pollitt.  “Hi, I’m Karina Santecroce!”   

This is a true story.   Nothing has been changed.  
Except there is one detail I neglected to include.  
Santecroce<.in Italian<means Holy Cross.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart<.” 
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turned deaf ears to the alarmed utterances of preachers and popes about the necessity of stopping the Turkish 
advance. For most European governments the Ottoman threat was low on their list of concerns—they were 

more interested in maintaining their positions in the rich eastern markets—while a few states were quite 

ready to abet, or at least not hinder, the sultan’s expansionist policies for the sake of their own commercial 

interests.  

A League of their Own. As noted, not everyone was oblivious to the salami-tactics (advancing slice by slice) 

of the Islamic forces of the Ottoman Empire. Several European powers, saw the situation not as one of trade-
benefits, but as an existential threat to the Christian way of life in Europe. Fearing an Ottoman rout of Eu-

rope, three Catholic military powers (Genoa, Spain, and the Papal States) forged the Holy League, to pre-

vent invasion and conquest. The major confrontation took place between the powers at the Battle of Lepan-
to, a naval battle off the coast of Greece on October 7, 1571. The Holy League was expected to be wiped out, 

by the larger, superior Ottoman forces, in what might be called “My Big Fat Greek Battle!” 

An “Ernest” Victory. Fearing their demise, the captains and crews of the Holy League’s ships intently 

prayed the Rosary as they readied for the battle. Pope Pius V commended the Catholic faithful to go to 
church to pray to the Virgin Mary, that she might pray to our Lord for a victory against the daunting Otto-

man forces. Like a good review for any Nicholas Cage or Keanu Reeves movie, a very unexpected victory 

came forth. Nearly the entire battle fleet of the Ottoman Empire had been captured or sunk by the forces of 
the Holy League. Following this victory, attitudes in Europe changed, and in future conflicts, more Europe-

an powers would join in the battle to push the rising of Ottoman invasion back — ultimately bringing it to a 

halt. 

Made Marian. In a gesture of prayerful thanks, Pope Pius V asserted that this victory be commemorated by 

the faithful annually. Thus, in1571, this Marian feast day began to be celebrated prayerfully by the faithful, 

in thanksgiving for a victory that was wrought by prayer.  The feast day was later re-named as Feast of the 
Holy Rosary, changing the emphasis from the victory in that battle, to the power of prayer in our lives. Lat-

er, this holy day was designated to observed at all Masses on the first Sunday of October. In the early 20th 

century, Pope St. Pius X moved the celebration off of Sunday, and moved it back to the date of that victory 
at Battle of Lepanto (October 7). Then, in 1960, Pope St. John XXIII renamed this holy day from “the Feast of 

the Holy Rosary” to “the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.”  

Being Indulgent. So, October is a month when we, as Catholics, are commended to recommit ourselves to 
praying the Rosary, especially when a problem seems particularly daunting, or a battle we are fighting 

seems un-winnable. When we pray the Rosary, Our Blessed Mother will pray for us and with us to our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will give us the ultimate victory. And so, in this month of the Holy Rosary, we are re-
minded of God’s power in the Church’s history and victories, and are likewise reminded of that power of 

prayer we wield, especially in the Rosary. I would remind all of you that the Church extends to us a plenary 

indulgence “if the rosary is recited in a Church or public oratory, or in a family group, a religious communi-

ty or pious association.” (Enchiridion of Indulgences, No. 48). 

A Final Thought. In the Senate Chamber in the old Republic of Venice, there is a Latin inscription in refer-

ence to this feast day that sums its meaning up beautifully: “Non virtus, non arma, non duces, sed Maria Rosari, 

victores nos fecit” (translation: “it was neither courage, nor arms, nor leaders, but Mary of the Rosary that 

made us victors”). Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us! 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 

Note: If you want to learn how to pray the Rosary, or refresh your memory on how to pray it, just go to 

www.rosarycenter.org/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.  

Reminder:  Our Rosary Rally takes place on Saturday, October 16, after the 8 am Mass.  It will start at approximately 

9 am out by the statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.  Bring the family and pray with us!! 

 

P
as

to
r 

C
o

lu
m

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
ed

 


