
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

No choirs at the Masses at the present time; a can-
tor will be available for the 5 pm and the 9:30 and 

11:30 am Masses.   

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 

During Lent, Monday and Friday, 12:10 pm  
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

               Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

November  7 ,  2021  32nd Sunday Ordinary  Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

October 24, 2021 

  
Ending October 24, 2021 

The Mass Book for 2022 is now open.   Due 
to the reduced number of Masses we are 
currently offering, we must restrict the num-
ber of requests.  Please see below:   
1.    You can request ONLY 3 Masses and 

payment of $10 per Mass is required at 
the time of the request. 

2.     Requests MUST written out provid-
ing your name, phone number, email, 
maximum three requests listing date 
and time of request (with alternative 
dates) and with person’s name 
(remember intention can be for one 
person or members of same family only 
for the intentions).    We will do our best 
to honor your request.  Please note we 
are only offering the 8 am Masses Mon-
day through Saturday, 5 pm Saturday 
Mass,  Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am and 
11:30 am Spanish Masses.     

3.   Requests will be taken Monday 
through Fridays, 8:30 am to 2 pm on-
ly.   

4.     Requests for the Church tabernacle 
candle  or Adoration Chapel candle 
can also be made.  $10 per request.  
Limit one request per person.  

 
Please call the office with  

any questions.   
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Offertory  $30,950 $26,000 $4,850 

YTD  $426,013 $439,300 ($13,287) 

Needs  $1,710 $1,480 $239 

Offertory  $4,138 

2nd  $48 

 For Holy Cross, you can also Sign up for 

Faith Direct  or call the office  to leave your 
name and phone number if you wish to 

make your contribution by a credit card.   

We appreciate your generosity to  the 

church.   
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Dear Parishioners, 

People for two millennia, from the first century 

through the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time in 

2021, have struggled to find reasonable and un-
derstandable ways to explain the Holy Trinity — 

one God in three Divine persons (Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit). St. Patrick used the shamrock, others 
use the idea of water, ice and vapor, to make anal-

ogies. And some were good, but like all analogies, 

they all fall short. 

But, I digress, because this column is not about the 

Trinity. Rather it is about the Church — the Cath-

olic Church — which is well observed during No-

vember with two key components of our Church 
remembered on All Saints and All Souls Day. But, 

I’m getting ahead of myself. So, let me start where 

I like to start all thing, hitting the elevator button 

and stepping off on the TV Land floor! 

Common TV Universes. Many TV series and oth-

er entertainment media, like movies, have created 
“universes” — that is points of commonality and 

overlap with other series or characters. These of-

ten happen in threes. For example, in the 1960s, 
“The Beverly Hillbillies,” “Green Acres,” and 

“Petticoat Junction” had a frequent overlap of 

character from one show to the other (all shows 
found their origin point in rural Arkansas). Like-

wise, in the 1990s, “Cheers,” “Frasier” and 

“Wings” shared characters. Today, the varied TV 
series of the DC Universe, “Flash,” “Arrow,” and 

“Smallville” also shared characters and setting. 

Each show was different, but connected — a kin-

da, sorta trinity of shows. 

Diocese in Three States. Our Diocese, the Diocese 

of Wilmington, used to be a trinity of states. Until 
1974, our Diocese covered all of Delaware, part of 

Maryland and the peninsula of Virginia. Then on 

May 28, 1974, the peninsula of Virginia counties 

were transferred to the Diocese of Richmond. Our 

trinity of states, is now a mere duality. 

The Church in Three States. What if I told you 

the Church, our Church — the Catholic Church — 
is a trinity? No, I am not caffeine deprived, I’m 

serious. Our Church is a trinity that is set up as a 

great analogy for the Blessed Trinity. The Catholic 
Church exists in three states — I am not talking 

about Delaware, Maryland and the peninsula of 

Virginia type of states. The Catholic Church exists 
in Heaven, on Earth and in Purgatory (the home 

of saints, sinners and poor souls, respectively). 

Wherever God’s people are, there is the Church. 
The one place it doesn’t exist is hell — in Hell, we 

find the absence of God (or better putting people 

absenting themselves from God). It is there, 
where the perpendicular pronoun (“I”) is the 

only one used — for it is a painful isolation from 

God and the Church.  

The Trinity and The Church: 3 in 1:  So, how is 

the Church like the Trinity. Well the Trinity is 

God of the Father, God the Son and God the Ho-
ly Spirit — three person, one God. Each distinct, 

each God, all God, all the time. The Church in 

Heaven (saints), the Church on Earth (us) and 
the Church in Purgatory (poor souls awaiting 

heaven) are each distinct (i.e., one is not the oth-

er), and yet each is the Church, and all are the 

Church. I love, love, love this analogy. God’s 
Holy Church, the Catholic Church created by 

Christ is a reflection of the ethereal image of its 

Creator. FYI - I know the caffeine is kicking in 
now, because I just used the word “ethereal” and 

got a buzz from doing so! 

The Communion of Saints. More important 
than the fact that the Church exists in Heaven, 

on Earth, and in Purgatory is the integral nature 

of them. We call this integral nature “The Com-
munion of Saint.” You have probably heard this 

term especially around All Saints Day. When we 

hear the phrase “the Church is a communion of 
saints,” it means that the Church is a communion 

(a common union) among holy people (sancti). 

These people in the “Communion of Saints”, all 
share in some stage of eternal life -- they are in 

the one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic Catholic 

Church. 

Grateful Dead. Now you might rightly ask this: 

How are people in Heaven and Purgatory still in 

the Church? Aren’t they dead? Do they put en-
velopes in the basket at Mass? Well, no, they are 

not dead, (and sadly they don’t put envelopes in 

the collection). You see, for Catholics, death is 

not the end of life, but merely a transition. Eter-
nal life begins at conception. Thus the Commun-

ion of Saints embraces more than just the Church 

on earth – and includes those faithful souls in 
Purgatory (poor souls) and Heaven (Saints). All 

are as alive as you or me. They also give their 

grateful praise to God. Thus, as I noted earlier 
the Catholic Church is present in three “states” – 

the Church on earth (commonly called the 

Church militant), the Church in Purgatory 
(common called the Church suffering) and the 

Church in Heaven (commonly called the Church 

Triumphant). In the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC 962) we are taught: “We believe in 

the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who 

are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are being purified, 
Continued on page 10 
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Your spouse may not always act like a saint. 
None of us do, but I bet you can find a saintly 
quality if you pay attention. Is he or she gen-
erous, humble, self-sacrificing, courageous<? 
Celebrate the saint you are living with today. 
 
 

Time can be tricky. In many countries Day-
light Saving Time just ended today. That 
means you gained an hour. What will your 
family do with one extra hour? Choose some 
fun (maybe new) thing to do together. 
 

This years' NCYC will be done virtually - and 
a wonderful way for everyone to 
participate.  We exchange our 12 hour bus 
ride for the comfort of our home and 

Holy Cross Parish Hall.  Each participant is 
asked to register through the Diocese.   Please 
visit cdowcym.org/events/detail/ncyc-
ablaze1 for more information and to regis-

ter.  We will gather as a group on Saturday, 
November 20 to conclude our weekend.   
 

St. Vincent de Paul meeting will meet from 
now on in the office building every month on 
the 2nd Monday of the month at 5 pm. 
 

We meet the 3rd Thursday of the month at  

11 AM in the ICC Parish Hall. 

Knitters & crocheters Welcome. Questions call 
Karen Cairns 302-382-9316 

There will come a tome of great suffering and 

distress, but the Lord will protect his faithful 
people.   

Christ has offered himself as the supreme sac-

rifice to forgive all sin, and awaits the fulfill-
ment of God’s kingdom and glory.

Jesus speaks to his disciples about the coming 
of the Son of Man in glory and its conse-
quences.   
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The St. Albert Initiative is a half-day program on 

science and faith for Catholic high school stu-

dents, teachers, and parents, as well as the gen-
eral public (high school age and above).   It will 

take place on Saturday, November 13, 2021 at 

Catholic University in Washington, D.C. It will 
feature short talks by Catholic scientists and the 

opportunity to meet, eat with, and ask questions 

of Catholic scientists in many fields and at vari-
ous stages of their careers. It is free for students 

and $25 for adults (but refunded for adults who 

bring a student). Also, teachers receive stipends 
plus 8 hours of professional development from 

Univ. of Notre Dame.  Registration and addition-

al information is available at https://
sites.google.com/view/stalbertinitiative. For more 

information about the Delaware Chapter of the 

SCS, please call St. Thomas More Oratory at 302-
368-4728 or email Fr. Tim McIntire, OSFS, 

at tmcintire@udcatholic.org.  

Is God calling you to a deeper prayer life and re-

lationship with Him?  The Secular Discalced Car-

melites (OCDS) may be for you.  We are a Catho-
lic lay order of men and women undertaking to 

live an evangelical life of fraternity and contem-

plative prayer, according to the Carmelite 
Saints.  We meet in NEWARK, DE on the 3rd Sat-

urday of each month.  To learn more, please con-

tact ThirdOrderCarmelitesofDE@yahoo.com.  
 

Listen to the Catholic Forum radio program/

podcast each week.  Next Saturday, November 

13th, we will learn about Rachel’s Vineyard re-
treat for those who have suffered due to abortion, 

when Ms. Nan Freeman is the guest. Catholic Fo-

rum airs on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Rele-
vant Radio 640. You can listen online anytime 

at cdow.org/CatholicForum, or by searching 

“Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRa-

dio, or Amazon Music podcasts.  For photos, in-
formation regarding upcoming guests, links and 

more, “Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook 

at facebook.com/CatholicForum.  
 

 

Please pray for Vocations.  Vocation Awareness 

Week is November 7—13.  All too often we forget 

to express appreciation to those in service-
oriented jobs, including priests, sisters and broth-

ers. We forget because we think, “It’s their job to 

help.” Priests and religious aren’t superhuman. 
They need genuine support from those they 

serve. Let them know how you feel. 
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HC 8:00 am Christopher M. McGonigle 
 

HC 8:00 am Dr. Robert Scacheri (LI) 

  

HC 8:00 am Grace & Louis Jara 

 
 

HC 8:00 am  Josephine Nardone 

ICC 6 pm  For the People 
 

HC 8:00 am  Lida Smith 

     

HC 8 am Janet Dyba 

HC 5 pm  Greg Curran 

    

HC 7:30 am  Mildred Williamson 
ICC 8:30 am Deacon James Tormey 

HC 9:30 am  Rita Kropiewnicki 

ICC 11 am Elsie Carrow 
HC 11:30 am Avelino Rochino 

ICC 1 pm For the People 

   

Please pray for the souls of 

our recently deceased pa-
rishioners: 

 Francis Angel 

 Cynthia French 
 Joseph Ames 

 Castrenze Bonanno 

 
May the souls of the Faithful departed, rest in 

peace.  Amen. 

 

Soup and Silent Auction at Immaculate Con-

ception in Marydel  
Sunday Nov. 28, 2021 

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

Soups $5 per container 
$1 Donuts and Coffee for Early Birds 
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Holy Cross Parish is in need of a used pick up 

truck for our maintenance department.  Our cur-
rent pick up has died and is beyond repair.  If 

you have, or know of someone who would like 

to donate a used pickup that is in good condition 

to the parish, please contact the Parish Office, 
extension 113.  Thank you for your considera-

tion. 

The  Adoration Chapel is open again each day 

from 5 am to 9 pm.  If you would like to take a 

permanent time slot, it’s not too late.   We still 
have many openings on various days.   See the 

openings listed below.  Call Joann Pate today at 

674-4496 to reserve a time for you and/or your 
family.   

 

 
Catholic Charities is taking applications for 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHEAP) for the upcoming heating sea-
son. This federally-funded program assists low-
income Delawareans with heating bills through 
direct payments to home energy suppliers. The 
benefit is based on a household’s income, size, 
and type of fuel. 
 

In order to qualify, you must make an appoint-
ment with Catholic Charities. Call your local 
Catholic Charities office. Regular office hours are 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm.  In Kent County, call 302-674-
1782. 
 

Please help our Samaritans this Thanksgiving 
season by donating some items that can be used 
in the Thanksgiving baskets. 
All nonperishable items can be left on the table 
by the Samaritan door.  We can use canned vege-
tables, yams, instant potatoes, soups, jello, cran-
berry sauce, stuffing, juices, etc.   
Frozen turkeys can be left freezers in that area as 
well.  .  
Thank you for your generosity. 
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7 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 

7 pm 

 3 pm 

  

 6 am 

 2 pm 

 8 am, 11 am, 

 5 am, 8 am, 10 am, 11 am, 2 pm 

 

M. MacLeish 
D. Novack 

V. Pearl 
J. Salamone 

L. Curley 

R. Alderman 

A. Fiacher 
J. Fischer 
S. Hands 

R. Fritzsche 
A. Wyllie 

C. Wilk 

C. Cuffee 

G. Wessel 
R. Wiley 
J. Zajac 

K Boyer 
D. Martinez 

J. Novack 
J. Novack 

M. Sossich 

 
M. Ramirez 
E. Vicente 

A. Luna C. Costes 
C. Geronimo 
A. Betancourt 

M. Reyna 

 

 
None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

 

B. Thompson 

None as-
signed at this 
time 

  

L. Soule 

   

 

 Attention Holy Cross liturgical ministers:  If 

you have not responded to our request to 

send in updated information on which min-

istry you are involved with, your name, 

contact information, and your ministry you 

are involved with, please do so now so we 

can get you on our next schedule.  If we 

don’t hear from you, we cannot place you 

on the schedule.  Contact M. Dornberger at 

674-5787, ext 116, or email mdorn-

berger@holycrossdover.org 
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 El Ministerio de Arte y Ambientación se 

reunir{ el viernes, 26 de noviembre, a las 

5:00 pm para limpiar y ambientar el tem-

plo para el adviento. Si alguno quisiera 

ayudar esta bienvenido. 

 Si usted est{ interesado en participar y 

compartir sus talentos como lector, 

música, ujier, ministros Extraordinario 

de la Comunión, Arte y Ambientación, 

dar Clases Pre-bautismales. Por favor 

llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

 Nuestro m{s sincero agradecimiento a 

todos los que participaron y cooperaron 

para que el evento del lavado de carro 

fuera todo un éxito.  En la unión esta la 

fuerza ambas parroquias trabajaron con-

juntamente por un mismo objetivo y se 

logró.  

 Symbolon Explicación de la fe católica: 

conocimiento de la fe. Estamos ofrecien-

do una serie de videos / libros de estudio 

una vez m{s El costo es de $ 25 para el 

libro del participante Parte 1.  En espa-

ñol en la parroquia de la Santa Cruz. 

Con el padre Oscar y la Sra. Arline. To-

dos los viernes a las 6:00 – 8:00 PM  de la 

tarde el ELC. Si est{ interesado hable con 

la Sra. Arline.   En ingles en la par-

roquia de la Inmaculada Concepción 

con la Sra. Alicia. Todos los lunes a las 

7:00P.M.  

 Camino a una iglesia Sinodal: el pasado 

domingo 17 de octubre el Señor obispo 

Koenig  dio Apertura al proceso de la 

primera fase del Pre-Sínodo 

“Caminando Juntos” El Sínodo es una 

invitación para que cada diócesis se em-

barque en un camino de profunda reno-

vación inspirada por la gracia del Es-

píritu de Dios. Como se indica en el Doc-

umento.  Preparatorio, el Sínodo se 

plantea una cuestión principal: ¿Cómo 

se realiza hoy en nuestra Iglesia el 

"caminar juntos" en la sinodalidad? ¿Qué 

pasos nos invita a dar el Espíritu para 

crecer en nuestro "caminar juntos"? El 

obispo Koenig nos invita a que oremos 

en comunidad o individualmente todos 

los días  

 Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus (Oración in-

vocando al Espíritu Santo.) 

Estamos ante ti, Espíritu Santo, 

reunidos en tu nombre. 

Tú que eres nuestro verdadero con-

sejero:  

ven a nosotros, apóyanos, entra en 

nuestros corazones.  

Enséñanos el camino, muéstranos 

cómo alcanzar la meta.  

Impide que perdamos el rumbo co-

mo personas débiles y pecadoras.  

No permitas que la ignorancia nos 

lleve porfalsos caminos.  

Concédenos el don del discernimien-

to, 

para que no dejemos que nuestras 

acciones se guíen por perjuicios 

 y falsas consideraciones. Condúce-

nos a la unidad en ti,  

para que no nos desviemos del 

camino de la verdad y la justicia, 

sino que en nuestro peregrinaje ter-

renal nos esforzamos por alcanzar la 

vida eterna. 

Esto te lo pedimos a ti, que obras en 

todo tiempo y lugar,  

en comunión con el Padre y el Hijo 

por los siglos de los siglos. Amén 

 

 Adolescentes en Preparación para la 

Confirmación la próxima sesión ser{ do-

mingo, 14 de noviembre a las 2:30 de la 

tarde a 5:00 PM en el salón.  

 Primera Reconciliación nuestra próxima 

sesión ser{ el martes 16 de noviembre. 

  Formación de Adultos: Si usted est{ in-

teresado en algún curso de formación 

para adultos, o ha oído de algún curso 

que sea de su interés por favor llame a la 

oficina.  

 Te Necesitamos: ¡Catequistas para este 

año! Necesitamos catequista para el 

quinto grado y asistentes a catequistas. 

Si est{ interesado hable con la Sra. Ali-

cia. Si lo est{ pensado esto puede ser su 

llamado.  
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Regular Class – November 21 at 3:30pm  

 Children are to be dropped off at the double 
doors next to the Elementary office.    

 7th and 8th graders are in the Holy Cross 

Junior High building.    
 No one except students and volunteers are 

allowed to enter either building.   

 MASKS ARE MANDITORY.   
 Hall monitors will assist getting children to 

their classes. 

Dismissal from the ramp side will be as follows: 
 Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 and Sacramental Prep – 

5:15pm 

 Grades K-1 -5:20pm 
 Grades 2- 5:25pm 

 Grades 3-4 5:30pm 

If you have any questions or concerns do not 
hesitate to contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)674-

5787 X 122. 
******************************************************** 

Interested in enrolling a student in Religious Ed-

ucation?  Please contact Tammy Korosec at ei-
ther tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 

674-5787 X 122 

******************************************************** 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis)  
Class – November 14th 10:30am-12:30pm in the 

Matthew/Mark Room; Next class Dec. 12th.. 

Interested in enrolling a student in LAFF, please 
contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-

5787 X 122 
******************************************************** 

ADULT EDUCATION  

Advent is around the corner!  Holy Cross is of-
fering the class Advent: Preparing for Christ Cy-

cle C.  Classes will be held on Tuesdays at 9 am 

or 7 pm in the Matthew/Mark room in the Early 
Learning Center upstairs.  Classes will be begin 

on November 30, 2021.  There will be a $17 for 

the workbook that accompanies the class. 
 

If you are interested in attending, please register 

by either emailing Tammy Korosec at 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or calling (302) 674

-5787 X 122. Please register by November 15th. 

 

 

Next Confirmation Classes will be Sunday No-

vember 7 for Sunday Class and November 10 for 

Wednesday Class. 
 

Please return permission slips for retreat.  
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Junior High Youth Group:  Grades 6-8 

Will meet Saturday, November 13 from 3-4:30 

pm in the school cafeteria.  We are collecting 
items for homeless bags - small waters, trial size 

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, bath gel and 

shampoo,socks, combs, gum, mints.  We will 
pack bags to get ready to distribute to the shel-

ters in the Dover area.  Please join us for an after-

noon of helping those less fortunate.  
 

Youth Choir—If you are interested in assisting 

with music at the 5 pm Saturday Mass on the 
third Saturday of the month, please contact the 

Parish Office.  We are in need of singers, percus-

sion, piano and guitars.  Rehearsal is each Tues-
day evening at 6:30 in the choir room.   

******************************************************** 
 

 

 

Sacraments:   

1st Reconciliation Prep -Our next session is on 
Tuesday, November  16. 
 

Youth Confirmation Prep: Next session on Sun-

day, November 14th at 2:30-5pm in the hall 
 
 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained-

Knowing the Faith  

You can still sign up if you are interested, please 
contact Alicia Poppiti to register.  The cost is $25 

for Part 1.Presented in the Hall at ICC on Mon-

day evenings beginning September 27th @ 7pm. 
Come join  us, its not too late. 

 

We are offering a video/study book series once 
again, for 10 Sessions that extend to approxi-

mately a 12-week time frame. 

In Part 1 we journey through the core teachings 
of the Catholic Church traced out in the Creed 

and Catechism with the goal of knowing the 

Faith.   In Part 2, we focus on our encounter with 

God in the sacraments and the moral life so that 
we can be fully living the Faith.” We will start up 

with Part 2 after the first of the year.  

 
Adult Formation: If there is a course or series 

you have heard of and have interest in, please 

call the office and let Alicia Poppiti know. We 
would be happy to offer more courses for adults 

in our parish.  

 
WE NEED YOU:  Catechists are still needed for 

this year!  Needed for 5th grade, assistants, and 

substitutes. Please inquire with Mrs. Poppiti if 
interested or if you want more information.  

Thank you.  
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There are certain aspects of life that seem to fall upon the old wayside, without anyone taking any particular notice.  
There’s no fuss, no act of real lamentation over the fact that some things we held near and dear as commonplace 
practices just seem to fade into the sunset.  I don’t have the time to try and figure it out, but does anyone remember 
when our moms and grand-moms wore white gloves and a hat to church?  Does anyone remember everyone in the 
family taking part in the evening meal; without the presence of cell phones and/or television?  Does anyone re-
member the art of conversation?    “Good afternoon, Susie!  How was your day?”  The pat response?  “Good.”   I 
have had to rephrase my question.  I now say to the child, “Good afternoon, Susie!  Tell me one good thing about 
your day.”  Even then, I still might get the one-word response.  I remain undeterred.  “Tell me why<.” 

Does anyone remember stationery?  Does anyone remember when receiving stationery as a gift was appreciated?  I 
remember taking a great deal of time in selecting a new box for my own use.  I wanted it to be just perfect and to 
reflect my interests, my personality.  It was a letter coming from me.  I wanted it to be a reflection of the individual 
who composed the personal greeting.   I even remember stores that specialized in stationery and sold the fancy 
Cross pen and pencil sets.   

Does anyone remember writing a check to pay for a purchase?  I can’t even begin to tell you how many years ago it 
was when I ran into Mrs. Stant as she was coming out of the old auditorium (now the PH) after ordering uniforms 
for her children for the next school year.  Just a short conversation ensued where she expressed satisfaction over 
the completion of her task and made reference to how easy it had been because she was able to use her debit card.  
I confess to not even knowing what a debit card was at the time.  “Oh yeah,” she continued.  “You don’t even have 
to write a check anymore, it’s so easy!”  I silently thought, “Aw cheez, I’ll never do that.  That doesn’t even sound 
safe to me!”  Today, I write two checks per month.  I couldn’t survive without my debit card. 

Does anyone remember the argument against cursive handwriting?  Most thought it archaic and a waste of instruc-
tional time.  “What do you need cursive writing for?  It’s only good for signing a check!”  (cross-reference the 
above paragraph)   

I take a certain amount of pride in telling prospective families that we still teach cursive handwriting.  Many re-
spond in affirmation, but most respond with concern because their child has never been taught to write in cursive.  
It has gone by the wayside and no one in particular seems to care. 

There are different methods of teaching penmanship.  I recall the Palmer Method as being the one I learned. There 
is also the D’Nealian style which upon a cursory glance seems to differ in the amount of slant applied to the for-
mation of the letters.  At Holy Cross we teach the Zaner-Bloser method.  I suppose there are subtle differences be-
tween all of them, but if you look at all of them carefully, compared to what passes for penmanship nowadays, 
they all look like works of art.  We begin handwriting instruction in the second grade after mastering manuscript in 
first grade.  The children are so excited to learn cursive, it’s almost like a rite of passage!!  

Not long ago, Dr. DeAngelo shared a document written by Iris Hatfield, it is entitled Top Ten Reasons to Learn Cur-
sive.  “Developing an attractive, legible, cursive handwriting style certainly has great aesthetic value, but it also has 
numerous mental, physical social, and practical benefits.”  And so, begins the document that lists ten beneficial 
reasons for the continued instruction of cursive writing in schools.  I think it’s a document worth sharing. 

1. “Cursive handwriting stimulates the brain in ways that typing cannot.  Handwriting differs from typing be-
cause it requires executing sequential finger strokes to form a letter, whereas keyboarding only involves touch-
ing a key.” 

2. “Improved ability to read cursive.  When individuals cannot read cursive, they are cursively illiterate in their 
own language.” 

3. Increased writing speed.  The connectivity of a simple cursive style is faster to write than the stop and start 
strokes of printing.   

4. “Improved fine motor skills. “but, more importantly builds the neural foundation of sensory skills needed for 
a myriad of everyday tasks such as buttoning, fastening, tying shoes, picking up objects, copying words from 
the blackboards, and most importantly, reading.” 

5. “Increased retention.  The act of taking notes by hand instead of on a computer encourages a student to pro-
cess the content and reframe it.  Studies indicate that college students remembered information better one 
week later when they transcribed a paragraph in cursive than when they printed it or use a keyboard.” 

6. “Ease of learning.  Printing is more difficult than cursive due to the frequent stop and start motion when form-
ing letters.  Some printed letters look similar and are easily reversed like the b and the d, which is often confus-
ing to children. Cursive is of particular value to children with learning challenges such as dyslexia, dysgraph-
ia, and difficulties with attention.” 

7. Improved legibility and spelling ability. Cursive requires children to write from left to right so that the letters 
will join in proper sequence and with proper spacing<. 

8. “Increased self-discipline.  “It is inherently associated with the development of fine-motor skills and hand-eye 
coordination.” 

9. “Higher quality signature.  <.and will improve the attractiveness of one’s signature” 

10. “Increased self-respect. The ability to master the skill of writing clearly and fluidly improves the confidence to 
communicate freely with the written word.” 

I don’t want to have to wear white gloves and a hat to Mass; and I confess to not having purchased a box of station-
ery for years.  But, I do appreciate the handy dandy debit card.  I am also grateful for the instruction I received in 
cursive handwriting, and I’m so happy that it remains a significant and graded part of our curriculum.     
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and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church; and we believe that in this communion, the merciful love of 

God and his saints is always [attentive] to our prayers” 

What do Earth, Heaven and Purgatory have in Common? The Church in Heaven, on Earth and in Purgato-

ry have many things in common: Each is called to praise God, each has Christ as its head; each prays for the 
Pope and the Church on Earth; in each, all the souls there belong to God; and each has Mary as their Queen: 

Mary is the Queen of Saints (heaven), the Queen of the Universe (earth) and Queen of All Souls (purgatory) 

– in each state of the Church Mary occupies a unique role. 

How are Earth, Heaven and Purgatory distinct? The Church in Heaven, on Earth and in Purgatory are also 

distinct: The Church in Heaven has no need of prayers from those on Earth or in Purgatory; The Church in 

Heaven and Purgatory has no fear of eternal damnation; The Church on earth is affected by the sin of its 
members, and needs the prayers of the Church in Heaven and Purgatory; and The Church of Heaven bears 

no tinge of doubt of God, and thus its praise and prayers are more perfect. 

Interaction: Love Will Keep us Together. In the most basic way, this “Communion of Saints” is, to use an 

overused word, “interactive.” Thus, we on earth pray to and with the saints in Heaven, we ask for their 
prayers (we never pray for the saints in Heaven, as they have achieved the crown of victory and bask in the 

glory of God’s presence). The saints in Heaven, in turn, pray for us (intercede for us) before God, in the 

hope of us being there in Heaven one day. We pray for the poor souls in purgatory, that their time in purga-
tory may be swift and their journey to heaven eased by our prayers. The Saints in Heaven do likewise. So, 

we pray to the Saint in the Church Triumphant, and for the souls in the Church Suffering. The Saints pray 

for us and for the poor souls.  

Meanwhile in Purgatory. So, what about the Church Suffering? What do they do? Can they pray for us? Or 

can they only receive the benefit of our prayers? This is a theological question the Church has never pro-

nounced definitively upon. St. Thomas Aquinas said the answer was “no” — he said those poor soul were 
not in a position to pray for us. St. Alphonsus Liguori wrote, “The souls in purgatory, being beloved by God 

and confirmed in grace, have absolutely no impediment to prevent them from praying for us< *but+ the 

Church does not invoke them or implore their intercession.” But it can be said, definitively: We pray for the 

poor souls in purgatory, so that when they get to Heaven (which they will) they can pray for us.  

Meanwhile Back on Earth. Sound like a bad line from a 1950s “Mystery in Space” comic book, but a good 

segue nonetheless, to start examining Earth, Heaven and Purgatory (that is, the Church Militant, the Church 
Triumphant and the Church Suffering. First up, we will look at our neighborhood< aka, the Earth, the 

Church on Earth.  

What is the Church Militant? The Church Militant is also called the “pilgrim Church,” this is the Church 
that is the people of God on earth. It is the Catholic Church here on earth. The reason it is called the Church 

Militant is because us here on earth, Christ’s faithful, are still fighting the battle of daily life to win the victo-

rious crown given saints in Heaven. Or as it might be expressed in song: Onward Christian soldiers! That’s 
us! We are still wrangling daily with temptation, the imperfections of a fallen world, the ramifications of 

original sin and the allure of the world, the flesh and the Devil trying to distract us from God. In this Church 

we strive to be holy people; we strive to come to know, love and serve God; and we, the faithful baptized 

can receive Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior under the veil of a Sacrament, while hoping one day to be 

received by Him in Heaven. 

Bazillions, Really! Okay, that short paragraph describing the Church on Earth is a fudge on what should be 

a much bigger explanation. The bigger explanation, however, would be the explanation of the Catholic 
Church in immense detail, and would take — now I don’t want to exaggerate — but, like, ten bazillion 

words. So, I’ll stick with the short and sweet description above. And to get off where we got on: The Church 

on Earth is part of a trinity like grouping of God’s faithful — on Earth, in Heaven and in Purgatory — each 

distinct and yet each connected! An analogous image for our pondering of the mystery of the Trinity. 

Coming Attractions. In the next bulletin during this month of All Saints and All Souls, I will cover the 

Church Triumphant — the saints in the fullness of God’s kingdom. Then in the following bulletin, I will 

cover the Church Suffering< the poor souls awaiting the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini, Pastor 

P
as

to
r 

C
o

lu
m

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
ed

 


