
Parish Office Hours  
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Schools Office Hours  
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Daily Mass Schedule  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday, 8 am 
Wednesday – 8:15 am  
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Confession Schedule  
Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Adoration Chapel Hours  
Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Daily Mass Schedule  
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 
 

November  23 ,  2025  Christ  the  King  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Holy Day Schedule (HC and ICC)  
Mary, Mother of God, January 1 
Assumption, August 15 
All Saints’ Day, November 1 

Immaculate Conception, December 8 
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Weekly Offering (HC)  
Ending  November 9, 2025 
 

 
Weekly Offering (ICC)   
Ending  November 9, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

.   

 

Thank you to all advertisers in 
 our bulletin. 

We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin,  

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at  

800-233-8200. 

Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register 
for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults 
seeking to enter the Church and be Baptized, con-
tact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Chil-
dren in our religious education program and school 
are prepared for Confession at age seven as part of 
First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 
religious education program and school are pre-
pared for First Communion at age seven. Adults 
seeking First Communion should contact our Reli-

gious Education Office. To request a visitation for 
Holy Communion to the Sick, contact our parish 
office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-
mation should contact our Religious Education Of-
fice. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for Mar-

riage are to contact a parish priest or deacon one 
year in advance to set the wedding date and plan 
for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 

have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 
Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 
parish priests. 
Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 
Priest, a person or an immediate family member 
must make the request. Late night requests may not 
be able to be answered until the next day. 
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Offertory  
Type  

Received  

Regular $4,492 

Second $474 

Year End Gifts 

It’s not too early to think 

about Year End Gifts to the 

parish.  Consider giving your 

donation to our parish now 

before you forget to do so at 

the end of the year. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Happy Thanksgiving 

Mass on Thanksgiving Day 

will be at 9 am.  

 

 

 

Offertory 
Type  

Received  
Budgeted/  

Needed  
Difference  

Regular $21,713 $27,,125 ($5,412) 

YTD  $447,280 $501,748 ($24,468) 

Needs  $1,576 $1,738 ($162) 
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A Toy to Buy. Sometimes images express this un-

derstanding of why we should be thankful, better 

than words. In that regard, a a number of years 

ago, I was watching the news on one TV station — 

the story was about the release of “Playstation 4” 

or some such item. The image was that of people 

crushed against each other and against the doors of 

Best Buy waiting for the store to open. They were 

pressing and pushing to get to the Playstation 4.  
 

Food to Live. Then, I flipped the channel to anoth-

er news station and I saw another crowd of folks, 

men and women and children, crushing together 

and pressing and pushing to get to the front of the 

line. This wasn’t for a Playstation, it was a scene 

from Haiti and it was hungry people pressing 

against the front of a supply truck begging for food 

to live.  
 

I don’t mean be rude about this, but how dare we, 

in this country, in which we are so blessed, ever be 

discontent with what we have, and all we have. 
 

To Have and Have Not. So often, I hear folks com-

plaining about all the food they ate at Thanksgiving 

and all the food ahead in the Christmas season. Peo-

ple complain that after all that food they’ll have to 

go on a diet. Oh, what problems we have! Here in 

this country we don’t worry about the possibility of 

starving to death. No, we have to worry about hav-

ing too much to eat. Yet, there are many places 

where people are starving to death or hungry. And 

in many of those poor countries, those people are, in 

spite of their circumstance remain faithful. Our 

Catholic faithful in those countries hold fast to their 

faith; you see them coming to Mass, praying, and 

giving thanks to God for what little they have. Now 

that’s a joyful and a thankful Catholic heart break-

ing through in a bleak world. 
 

See the Light. The images and examples I noted 

above always hit home with me and makes me re-

gret my own complaining at times. It reminds me 

of the times when I fail to thank God, even when 

there is plenty thank Him for. I think we all have 

those moments when rather than seeing what God 

(continued on page 10) 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

There is a famous story in scripture in which Jesus did 

something to help ten men suffering from the sickness of 

leprosy. He healed them from that terrible malady, and yet 

only one of those ten came back to say “thank you.” But I 

would have to say that that problem, that lack of gratitude, 

is strictly a story from the first century. I would say that it 

is the story of mankind throughout the ages. 
 

• Adam and Eve not content with what God gave them sought more in 

the form of the forbidden fruit, the apple.  

• The Jewish people in the time after the exodus lacked in gratitude and 

grumbled about the food and then went on to start worshipping a gold-

en idol.  

• King David had a beautiful wife, but rather than being thankful for 

what God gave him, he yearned for the wife of another, and killed to get 

the other woman.  

• And Judas Iscariot, not thankful for Christ’s friendship and the call to 

Apostleship not only wasn’t thankful to Christ, but sold him out for 30 

pieces of silver.  
 

Thanksgiving. Thankfulness, as scripture tells us over and 

over again, is very often not mankind’s strong suit. So, 

when we consider that Bible story about that grateful leper 

– one out of ten lepers – cured by Christ, we are pointedly 

reminded that only one came back, came running back, to 

say: “thank you.” Only that one healed leper, came back to 

give thanks to God. And that act of giving thanks to God 

is so important that Christ tells the leper – who had 

already been cured --  “Stand up and go; your faith has 

saved you.” Christ’s message is a message for all of us: be 

thankful to God. Not when it suits you, but all the time.  
 

• If you have food and clothing, be thankful, rejoice and share it.  

• If you don’t have enough money, be thankful for what you do 

have, don’t extort or steal, be thankful for what has been given.  

• You don’t think you are being paid enough; rejoice in the fact that 

you have a job.  
 

My goodness, rejoice that you are able to rejoice. Be thank-

ful that you are able to be thankful. Basically, one who fol-

lows Christ is called to follow thankfully and to follow 

joyfully. And, do we do that perfectly? Probably not. I 

know I don’t. Sometimes, try as we may, we find ourselves 

always yearning for more… not being content. And one 

who is not content with what they have will always be 

unhappy.   
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HC & ICC Clergy  
Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini , V. F. Pastor 
Rev. John Enemuo Parochial Vicar 
Rev. John Hynes In Residence  
 

HC Clergy  
Mr. Philip Belt  Deacon 
Mr. John Harvey  Deacon 
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon 
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon 
Mr. Vincent Pisano  Deacon 
 

HC Staff  
Parish Office 302 674 5787 
Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110 
Diane Belt  Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113 
Kenneth Trojan  Business Manager, ext. 119 
Sharon Seelig Records Office, ext. 116 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18 
Tammy Korosec CRE Religious Ed, ext 122 
Linda Darling Youth Ministry, ext. 123 
Justin Wurzel Maintenance Director  
Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135 
Michael PerzaDir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302 

Mailing Address  
Church of the Holy Cross 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 

 
 

ICC Staff  
Parish Office 410 482 7687 
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager 
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry 

Mailing Address  
Immaculate Conception Church 
P. O. Box 399 
Marydel, MD 21649-0399 
 
 

Holy Cross School    

 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Mallory O’Mara Principal, ext. 111 

Mailing Address  
Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
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s Nov  30 -  1st Sunday of Advent  

First Reading:   Isaiah 2:1 -5 
Isaiah presents Jerusalem as an inspiration to all 
nations, from which the word of the Lord will be 

proclaimed; the presence of the Lord will bring 
about peace.  
Second Reading:  Romans 12:11 -14a  
Paul advises us to wake up and to put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, wearing the armor of light.   
Gospel:  Matthew 24:37 -44 
Jesus urges his disciples not to be complacent in 

their faith, but to be prepared for the return of the 
Son of Man.   
 
Guidelines for 2025 Mass Inten-
tions  
• Mass intentions for the 2025 year ARE NOW 
BEING TAKEN.     
• All 2026 Mass requests must be submitted in 
writing using our new Mass Intention Request 

Form that is available in the Parish Office.   
• The suggested stipend is $10 per Mass.  Pay-
ment  must be included with the form at the 
time of scheduling.  Checks are to be made paya-

ble to Holy Cross. 
 
 

Samaritan ’s Food Pantry  
Thanksgiving baskets are being prepared 

and given out.  After Thanksgiving we will 
collect items for our Christmas baskets  
Please continue with your generosity by do-
nating some of the following 

• Turkeys (10-14 lb) / Hams 
• gravy/gravy packets  
• sweet potatoes 
• Corn and Green beans 

• Rice; Instant Mashed Potatoes; stuffing 
• Canned Fruit; Jello packages 
• Brownie mix 
• Jiffy muffin mix 

• We can always use soups, canned pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, cereals, etac 

 

Catholic Forum  
Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  This 
week, Diocese of Wilmington Delegate for 
Religious, Sister Ann David Strohminger, 

OSF, will be the guest. The Catholic Fo-
rum podcast on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, 
Amazon Music podcasts and YouTube.com/
DioceseofWilm debuts every Wednesday at 

12:00 p.m.; and on Relevant Radio 640 every 
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 Saturday afternoon at 1:30.  More infor-
mation is available at cdow.org/

CatholicForum and FaceBook.com/
CatholicForum.   
 
Recently Deceased  
Condolences and prayers go out to the fami-
lies who reacently lost a loved one:   
• Francine Tocchetti 
• Benny Devito 
• Oligario T. Juta 
 

Newly Baptized  
Congratulations to our newest baptized mem-
ber: 
• Logan Robert Gooch 
 

New Parishioners  
Welcome to our newest member of the parish: 
• Shawn, Bailey, Oakley and Gunnar Heit-

zmam 
 

You are Invited!  
Come and celebrate the 
feast of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe 
Thursday , December 
11th 
10:00 PM Prayer of the Ho-
ly Rosary 
10:30 PM Re-enactment of 
the Apparitions of Our 
Lady at the Tepeyac 
11:45PM Mañanitas 
Friday, December 12th 
7:PM Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
follow by the “Gran Fiesta in the GYM” 
 

Cemetery News  
The pre-Christmas clean-up is scheduled for 
Saturday, Dec. 6th.  This includes the removal 
of Halloween and Thanksgiving decorative 
items as well as anything in violation of the 
cemetery’s Rules and Regulations.  As always, 
the use of glass containers/vases is strictly pro-
hibited.  If you wish to reclaim your decora-
tions for reuse please do so by then.  Your as-
sistance in disposing of decorations at home 
will help reduce our clean up time and costs.  
  
Christmas decorations (such as wreaths, 
poinsettias, blankets, etc.) are permitted from 
December 1st until March 1st.  As always, 
thank you for your understanding and coop-

faith
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Mass Intention  

November  
  

24 Monday    
HC 8:00 am Delima Family 
  
25 Tuesday    
HC 8:00 am  Janet Hovis 
  
26 Wednesday   
HC 8:15 am    John Chomiszak 
 
27 Thursday    
HC 9:00 am  Bill and Joan Wade 
 
28 Friday  
HC 8:00 am    Barbara Piccioni 
 
29 Saturday  

HC 8:00 am Michelle Thomas 

HC 5:00 pm  MM Arthur Demers 
 

30 Sunday   
HC 7:30 am Kathleen Bieker 
ICC 8:30 am Elizabeth Weber 

HC 9:30 am Walter Mendonza 
ICC 11:00 am Salvatore Vogl 

HC 11:30 am William Vadl 
ICC 1:00 pm For the People 
 

Nov 23—Nov 29 Sanctuary Candle in Church is for 

the intention of Susanne Brenahan. 
Nov. 23 - Nov 29Sanctuary Candle in the Adoration 

Chapel is for the intention of the people of Holy Cross. 

eration in maintaining our sacred 
grounds.  For more information, contact Len 
Dornberger at 674-5787 x135. 
 

Holy Cross High School Invites 
You to Join Our Faith -Filled Com-
munity!  
Holy Cross High School, an independent 
Catholic high school, is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2026–2027 school year. Located in 
Dover, Delaware, we offer a Classical Catholic 
education rooted in faith, virtue, and academic 
excellence. We warmly welcome families to 
explore our mission and discover how Holy 
Cross can be a place where your child grows 
in faith and knowledge. For more information, 
contact Christina Klaus, Director of Admis-
sions: cmklaus@hchs.org or visit our website 
at www.hchs.org. 
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Adoration Chapel  

Eucharistic adoration is the respect and worship 
we give to Jesus, who is truly present to us under 

the appearance of bread and wine. The Eucharist is 
a priceless treasure; by not only celebrating it but 
also by praying before it outside of Mass we are 
enabled to make contact with the very wellspring 

of grace. As St. Alphonsus Liguori noted, “of all 
devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sac-
rament is the greatest after the sacraments, the one 
dearest to God and the one most helpful to 

us.” [CCC 1418] 
 
You don't need a time if you cannot make a 
commitment.  Please feel free to come in and 

sit with our Lord, when you can. 
 
Contact John Murphy 302-233-1779 
or jkm2015@verizon.net for any of the times 

available listed below:,  
Sunday 7-8am, 5-6pm, 8-9pm 
Friday 6-7am 
Saturday 12-1pm, 1-2pm, 8-9pm 
 

Faith Direct Now Parish Soft  
The conversion from Faith Direct to Parish 
Soft (Ministry Brands) is complete. 
There are several ways to access your account.   

Visit www.holycrossdover.org/giving 
or https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
FD-251 
and use your prior Faith Direct email address 

(or phone number) and password in which 
you registered. You may be prompted to 
change your password, please follow those 
prompts and log in to Parish Soft to make 

changes or view upcoming contributions. 

   

Questions regarding your contributions 
should be directed to ParishSoft Donor Sup-

port at 866-930-4774, option 6, or by emailing 
donorsuport@parishsoft.com  as the Holy 
Cross Parish office does not have the authori-
ty to modify your account such as frequency 

of contributions or donation designations.  
 

Those interested in signing up for ParishSoft 
electronic giving can visit our website at: 
 holycrossdover.org and click on the Online 

Giving tab at the top of the page.    
 

Pamphlets about ParishSoft are in the Gather-
ing Space and in the Parish Office.   

th
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November 29/30, 2025  

 EMHC  Servers  

 
5:00  
PM  

L. Darling 
D. Darling 

S. Garber 
P. Gerard 

W. Shuron 
T. Tiedeman 

Lectors  

F. Urick 
S. Winfrey 

7:30  
am  

M. Jacobs 
T. Svienty 

W. Tomas 
M. Thompson 

J. .Shevock 
S. Shevock 

Lectors  

J. Davis 

9:30  
am  

D. Martinez 
S. Ford 

P. Frod 
F. Hanlin 

L. Boggs 
P. Cusatis 

Lectors  

L. Christiansen 
S. Crossen 

11:30  
Am   

A. Cisneros 
C. Garcia 

B. Guzman TBD 

Lectors  

TBD 

Immaculate Conception  

 
8:30  
AM  

E. Costello   

Lectors  

D. Smith 

 
11:00  

AM  

M. Soule   

Lectors  

S. Tucker 

HELP  WANTED—WE NEED 
YOU 

We are looking for more volun-
teers to help us bring Holy 
Communion to the sick and 
homebound of our parish.  Call 

the Holy Cross Parish Office if 
interested in this ministry.   

 
We can always use more volunteers to help at 

Mass as an Altar Server, Extra-Ordinary Min-
ister of Communion, or a Lector.  If interested 
please contact the Parish Office at 3020-674-
5787.   
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 • Nuestro agradecimiento a todos los que ayudaron con el Retiro de Adviento :” Las tres miradas de 
la Esperanza” Gracias  a la Junta Directiva, al Ministerio de Arte & Ambientacion , al Ministerio de 

Musica y a todos los que participaron de una forma u otra. Dios los siga bendiciendo y les de la for-
taleza para  trabajar para los próximos eventos que se avesinan. 

• Celebraciones Guadalupanas: Ya se acerca nuestra Gran celebracion en honor de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, que nececitamos muchos voluntarios. Este año 

volveremos a hacer la dramatizacion de las Apariciones Guadalupanas.  Si tiene 
ninos entre  3- 6 años para que participen como indigenas. Necesitamos voluntario 
para hacer el Rosario del largo y grande, a adornar y a arreglar y la limpieza del 
templo y el Gimnacio y si desea ser voluntario  por favor anotese con la Sra. Arline 

Dosman o con cualquier miembro de la Junta Directiva. 
• POSADAS: Todas ya estan tomadas unase a la Posada de la iglesia o una familia si desea contribuir 

¿Qué  son las Posadas?Es la Novena de Navidad. Las posadas navideñas esn una tradición popular 
hispana que se celebra durante los nueve días previos a la Navidad, del 16 al 24 de diciembre. Repre-

sentan la búsqueda de María y José de un lugar para el nacimiento de Jesús, recreando el pasaje bí-
blico de su peregrinación a Belén. A menudo  los pequenos se disfrazan de María y José algunos pas-
torcitos o angeles van cada noche,visitan una familia que ha pedido posada en su casas cantando vil-
lancicos para pedir alojamiento y, una vez que se les concede, entran y se reza el santo Rosario, se 

canta ycelebran con comida, música y piñatas. Ayuda a preparar el corazón para la Natividad del 
Señor. En la última parte del Adviento, esperamos con alegría su Primera Venida, en Belén. Una 
buena forma de hacerlo es meditar el Santo Rosario las antífonas de Adviento que se usan en la Misa, 
porque cada una evoca un título mesiánico de Cristo del Antiguo Testamento. 

•  Foro Cristiano : El Foro Cristiano, todos los viernes de 6:00pm a 8:00pm  en el ELC segundo piso.El 
tema de este año es Symbolon “ LA FE DE LA IGLESIA”. Esta basado en el Credo.y lo que creemos 
como Catolicos.Quedan todos invitados a conocer y a profundizar mas en su Fe catolica. 

• Se Necesitan ministros: Si usted está interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como 

Catequista, Lector, ministerio de Música, Hospitalidad,, ministros EMC, Arte y Ambientación.  Por 
favor hable con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

• La Virgen Peregrina: La Virgen Peregrina está visitando los hogares, si usted desea que la imagen de 
la virgen peregrina visite su casa por una semana, hable con nuestra hermana Marta Espinosa. 

•  APOSTOLADO DE LAS SIETE HERMANAS EN LA SANTA CRUZ 
• Al fortalecer al sacerdote, fortaleces a toda la Iglesia… (P. Gerald Ftizgerald, SP) Únase al Aposto-

lado de las Siete Hermanas en Holy Cross para ofrecer: Una hora santa, Por un sacerdote; Cada 
semana, Un corazón de oración. Contacto: Delizabeth Díaz-Martínez correo electrónico 7sistersapos-

tolate2023@gmail.com  
 
ICC  
Primera Reconciliación Prep: 
  Session #5 - Martes, Noviembre 25, 6:30-7:30pm, Parish Hall 

  Session # 6- Martes, Diciembre 9, 6:30-7:30pm, Parish Hall 
Por favor comuníquese con Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 o email to dre@iccmarydel.org para cualquier  
pregunta. 
 

Confirmación Prep: 
Session #3- Sunday, December 14, 3-5:30pm in Parish Hall 
 
OCIA: 

 Domingos   5:30 PM -7:15 PM en La Oficina Parroquial, Llámanos y aprenda nuestra Fe. 
.  
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Religious Ed at Holy Cross  
Next Class: 

December 2nd (Grades Kindergarten – 4th 

grade) or December 3 (Grades 5-8 and 
Sacramental Prep) 

 

All Classes in the Elementary Building from 
6:00pm-7:30pm (please arrive between 

5:45pm and 5:50pm so classes may begin on 

time. 
 

If you still need to register, or have any 

questions please contact Tammy Korosec at 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-

5787 X 122. 

 
LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith 
Catechesis)  
December classes are 12/7 and 12/21 

 

We gather after 9:30am Mass in the Matthew/
Mark room.  Class will begin at 11:00am and will 

last until approximately 1:00pm.   

 
Contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-

5787 X 122 for further information. 

 
Adult Education Class  
"Foundations of Faith: A Journey Through the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church” will take a 

pause until 1/6/2026. 

 
Beginning November 25th, we will shift our 

focus to the Advent season, a time of hopeful 

waiting and preparation for the Lord's coming.  
 

Deacon Bob’s Adult Ed Class is every Tuesday 

at either 9:00am or 7:00pm in the Matthew/
Mark room of the Parish Office, 2nd Floor, 

Building C 

 
 If you have any questions or would like to order 

the workbook set, please contact Tammy 

Korosec at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call 
(302)674-5787 X 122. 
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Youth Ministry  
Confirmation Class:  Next class is Sunday, December 7 

at 5 pm in the Parish Hall or Wednesday, December 10 at 

6 pm in Matthew Mark.  Parents are invited and 
encouraged to attend with their child. 

Youth Group:  Help is needed at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe fiesta on Friday, December 12 at 8 
pm.  Please come help serve and enjoy the festivities. 

Youth Group will meet on Sunday, December 14 from 

6:45-8 pm in the Luke room of the ELC building.  We will 
have a small gift exchange if you would like to 

participate.   

Mark your Calendars: 
Jr. High School and High School students - our annual 

cookie baking will take place on Saturday, December 6 

from 9 am to noon in the school cafeteria.  All are 

welcome. 
 

Please pray for our Confirmation Candidates, Peer 

Leaders and Chaperones this weekend as they attend 
their Confirmation retreat and continue on their 

journey to Confirmation.   

 

Check out these  links:  
• https://ascensionpress.com/pages/luke-

in-50-days-announcement 
 

• https://ascensionpress.com/pages/riy-

signup 
 

• https://ascensionpress.com/pages/

catechisminayear 
 

In English: 

Father Mike Schmitz  
• https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-

bible-in-a-year-episodes/ 

 
In Spanish: 

Fray Sergio Serrano 

• https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-
espanol-registration 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Religious Education at ICC  
 First Reconciliation Prep: 

Session #5- Tuesday, November 25, 6:30-7:30pm, Parish 

Hall 
Session #6- Tuesday, December 9th, 6:30-7:70pm, parish 

hall 

Confirmation Prep: 

Session #3- Sunday, December 14, 3-5:30pm in Parish 
Hall 

OCIA:  Monday nights in Parish Office from 5:30-

7:15pm, Please call and join us. 
 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

This past week of school was a very short one for our students and staff. Students joined us for 
a full day on Monday and a half day on Tuesday before beginning their Thanksgiving break. 
Both days were peaceful and reflective, providing a gentle transition into the holiday weekend. 
 
During our final lunch period of the week, our students participated in a special prayer service 
held in the cafeteria. Each student received a prayer of Thanksgiving and was invited to reflect 

on the many blessings present in their lives. It was truly moving to witness our school commu-
nity gathered together in prayer after sharing their Thanksgiving meal at school. Students, 
teachers, and staff paused in gratitude, lifting their hearts to God and recognizing the gifts that 
surround them each day. The students took their Thanksgiving prayer home and were encour-
aged to share it with their families during their holiday celebrations. We extend our apprecia-

tion to our religion committee for preparing the prayer service and creating the prayer cards 
that helped make this moment so meaningful.  
 
After dismissal on Tuesday, teachers remained on campus to work on grading and to partici-

pate in thoughtful conversations with their colleagues. They reflected on the progress of the 
year, revisited their goals for the classroom, and discussed ways to continue bringing the mis-
sion of Holy Cross to life. These moments of collaboration and professional growth strengthen 
our community and help us remain united in our shared purpose. 

 
Wednesday provided a well deserved day of rest for both students and staff. We hope every-
one was able to spend time with loved ones, relax, and enjoy the blessings of a quiet day. 
 
Thursday marked the celebration of Thanksgiving. As a school, we wish to express our heart-

felt gratitude to our entire Holy Cross community. We are profoundly blessed to share the gift 
of Catholic education each day. Our teachers serve with dedication, passion, and a deep love 
for the mission of Jesus Christ. Their commitment forms the heart of our school. We are also 

deeply thankful for our families, who choose Catholic education for their children. We recog-
nize the sacrifice and trust that come with this choice, and we are grateful for the partnership 
we share. We are thankful as well for our students, who come to school ready to learn and ea-
ger to live out the Gospel message. Their enthusiasm and joy bring life to our community. Fi-
nally, we thank our parish community for their support and for the strong and faith filled rela-
tionships that unite us. 

 
As we enter the Advent Season, our hearts turn toward preparing for the coming of Christ. We 
seek to embrace this sacred time with purpose and reflection. In our school, we guide students 
in understanding the rich symbols of Advent, including the wreath and its candles, and we 

help them prepare spiritually through intentional prayer and thoughtful actions. We will begin 
the season with an Advent prayer service that introduces students to the meaning and beauty 
of this time of preparation. We look forward to the spiritual experiences ahead and to continu-
ing to nurture the faith of our students. 
 
God Bless, 

 
Mrs. O’Mara  
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has blessed us with, we focus on what we don’t have; rather then seeing how good we may have it, we la-

ment that others have it better; rather than focusing on the light of God, we turn our eyes to the dark-half. 
 

Tales from the Darkside. In that regard, there was a TV series in the 1980s called “Tales from the Darkside” 

and in the opening credits of the show the narrator would talk about people who living in a world like ours, 

a world “just as real, but not as brightly lit – a dark side.” As followers of Christ we must not allow 

ourselves to see the world that way. You can’t preach the good news while griping in the dark side. We 

can’t preach the good news when we darken our hearts because we didn’t get what we wanted, because we 

didn’t get our way or because someone else has more. That cannot be us. No way. No how. 
 

And so, as we approach Thanksgiving, later this week, I ask you, in faith, be thankful for all you have. I 

mean, just think about all of us sitting here right now – think about the things we have:  

• we have our faith,  

• we have our friends,  

• we have the Church to sustain us,  

• we have the words of Scripture to fill us,  

• we have a place pray as a community to the God who gave us life,  

• we have a Pope who keeps faith strong, and a Bishop who shepherds us 

• and we have, in our Church, the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist.  
 

Who Could Ask for More? Our Lord will be with us, as he promises us so often in the scriptures, and he 

will abide with us. Knowing that, the question is simply this: Who could ask for more? These things I men-

tioned in that list above, they are better than gadgets and gifts and money, because those things on that list, 

unlike those other material things, stay with us. Whether one is nine years old, 19 or 90, we are blessed with 

these gifts, for these are the things given by God.  
 

Perspective. In many ways, I thank God that I grew up relatively poor in a family that at times lived from 

paycheck to paycheck. It was a time, when everyone I knew had very little and yet we all seemed to have 

enough. It gives one perspective in life and a sense of gratitude. 
 

It’s Thanksgiving: Give Thanks. So, this thanksgiving, whether we are rich or poor, old or young, let’s re-

member who it is that we are called to thank for everything. And let us never forget the many good things 

that we have to thank Him for.  
 

Gratitude. So even amidst any difficulties we may have (and we all have some difficulties), and amidst any 

sadness we may know (and we all know some sadness), allow yourself to be healed from them. Allow 

Christ to heal you! Open your eyes, open your heart, and then be sure to come running back to our Lord 

giving thanks to God, even if others don’t. Show your faith in God, your gratitude to God, and your love of 

God, as an example to your brothers and sisters in Christ. Give thanks to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

the one who is and who was, the who is the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega, the one who 

saves, the one who knows you, and the one who lived and die for you.  
 

As we approach Thanksgiving, raise your eyes to God, and have a thankful heart. Why? Because by having 

a thankful heart, you will get to know your savior and draw closer to your God, and trust me you’ll be 

thankful you did. 
 

On behalf of the parish staff, our deacons, and our priests, may you have a happy and joyful Thanksgiving 

that moves you to give thanks to your God! And by all means enjoy the Turkey. God bless you all. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini, Pastor 
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