
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

                Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

 

November  10 ,  2024  32nd Sunday Ordinary  Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 
Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 

Immaculate Conception, December 8 
Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register for 

Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking 
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children 
in our religious education program and school are 

prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First 

Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 

religious education program and school are prepared 

for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking 
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-

cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-

munion to the Sick, contact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults 

seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning 

for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or 

deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe 

you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please 

contact one of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered 
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family 

member must make the request. Late night 

requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day. 

 

In English:  Father Mike Schmitz  

https://media.ascensionpress.com/
all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/  
 

In Spanish: Fray Sergio Serrano 
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/
biy-espanol-registration 

 
 
Get ready for Rosary in a Year by Ascen-
sion Press 
If you've ever struggled to 
build a habit of prayer, this 
podcast is for you.  In Ascen-
sion’s Rosary in a Year pod-
cast, Fr. Mark-Mary Ames, 
CFR, guides listeners in a step -
by-step journey that will change the way you 
pray – no matter where you are in your spiritual 
life.  By starting small and adding on over time, 
listeners will find themselves falling more in love 
with this powerful Marian devotion, becoming a 
source of grace for the whole world.  
Listen to discover…. 
• How to build a daily habit of prayer 
• How to form a relationship with Jesus and Mary 
• The Biblical foundations of the Rosary 
• How to meditate with sacred art (visio divina), 

saint writings, and scripture (lectio divina) 
• The power of Mary’s influence in your life 
• …and more. 
Follow this link for more information: 
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/riy-signup 
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Thank you to all advertisers in 

 our bulletin. 
We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin,  

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-

8200. 
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Regular $30,412 $27,154 $3,258 

YTD  $436,925 $452,846 ($15,921) 

Needs  $2,071 $1,775 $296 

Regular $4,236 

2nd   Collection $1,054 
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Dear Parishioners, 

By the time this column is read, the 2024 election season 
should finally be over. And, in this month of Thanksgiving, 
I am thankful for that. In our modern era, election season 
has become a lightning rod for discord — not just in politi-

cal circles, not just within communities, but also within 
families and circles of friends. In some sense, we have gone 
tribal — if you are in tribe “A” then anything that any one 
in tribe “B” does must be wrong, it must be evil, and it must 
be stopped. And tribe “A” and tribe “B” must be inalterably 
opposed to one another; and any one from one tribe that 
makes an overture to the other tribe is deemed a heretic. 

Have We Flipped Our Whig? In a recent study, it was cited 
that people in families who identify with a specific political 

party only want family members to marry someone from 
that same political party. Over 60% of those surveyed said 
this. They didn’t approve of inter-political marriage. I pity 
the any poor lingering member of the dormant Whig Party, 
looking for a spouse under these conditions. His or her 
chances for finding a wife or husband look pretty slim. But 
seriously, what the heck is going on here.  

Starting Point. A political candidate from the this election 
season made this statement, “If you’re discarding a lifelong 

friendship because somebody votes for the other team, then 
you’ve made a terrible, terrible mistake and you should do 
something different… Don’t cast aside family members and 
lifelong friendships… politics is not worth it.” I think a gen-
eration ago, this advice was just common sense and baked 
into the fabric of our society; it is no longer the case. We 
have friendships lost, and family’s ripped asunder on poli-
tics. And we, as a people, have to work on overcoming this. 

A good starting point here is to remember that not every 
conversation has to be about politics. 

In the Arena! This does not mean that as Catholics we get 
out of the political life of this country. Absolutely not. We 
are part of the political life of this country — a big part. And 
our faith has a place in the public square, and forging public 
policy. We should not abandon principles, but nor should 
we abandon family and friends because they may disagree 
with us. There are things that we should back away from, 

circumstances that we should avoid, and people who may 
lead us into the near occasion of sin.  

From an Historical Perspective. That being said, we can’t 
fold up our tents and retreat into a ghetto made up of peo-

ple who only think like us and agree with us. Or maybe, to 
put this in an historical sense, Christianity wouldn’t have 
grown and thrived if the early Christians just stayed in Jeru-
salem — they had to go into the pagan world in order to 
convert it. But you cannot convert people if you hate them 

— or else why would you bother.  

Back to Work! Back to my original point, the election sea-
son is over (although it never really over), and it is time to 
ratchet back tribal politics and get back to living life, to liv-
ing a Catholic life doing the good work of Jesus Christ in his 
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. 

— 

With Thanksgiving lurking on our radar screen at the end 
of the month, I want to write about giving thanks. So often, 

in a world we are consumed with the 24-hour news cycle 
giving us angst and agita, and the battle of everyday life 

feeling occasionally insurmountable, we need to hit 
pause. We need to chill out. We need to take a deep 
breath and see things with the eyes of faith and not the 
eyes of fear. In short, while realizing the troubles of 
life, we have to focus on the blessings of life and be 

thankful to God for those blessings, past, present and 
future. 

A Bad Joke. And it needs to be sincere gratitude. 
Which reminds me of terrible joke I’ve been saving up 
for a homily, but I’ll use it here instead:  

A man goes to get a loan. And he presents 
himself well. The loan officer, Mr. Jackson, is 
impressed by how professional he is, and 
says, ”Wow! You have an amazing work his-

tory and you present yourself fantastically 
but you seem to be missing five years of your 
life on the job history part of your applica-
tion, why is that?" The man, ”Oh, yes, that 
was the five year period where I didn’t work 
because I went to Yale" says the man. The 
loan officer says, “I went to Yale, too.” He 
pointed to his diploma on the wall. The man 
says, “Yes, I noticed.” The officer says, “Yes, I 

think we can help a Yale man.” A half hour 
later, the loan officer hands the man a bank 
check for $25,000 — his loan. The man took 
the check got up and began to leave. He 
showed his gratitude by saying “And thanks 
for the money. I appreciate it. And I appreci-
ated my time in Yale wasn’t held against 
me!” And as he made his way out the door he 

smirked and said, “Thank you for every-
thing… time to get back to my yob, Mr. Yack-
son.”  

Thankful? Okay, that’s an awful yoke, I mean joke. 
But the guy in that story wasn’t really truly thankful, 
he was happy that he pulled one over on someone 
else… and got what he wanted. But thanks cannot be 
limited to being given only when we get what we 
what we want. So, how should we understand true 

gratitude and thankfulness? Good question. 

Good God! Bishop Fulton Sheen used to say there that 
are two kinds of people in our world:  Those who 
wake up and say, “Good morning, God!” and those 
who say, “Good God, morning.” The distinction be-
tween these two folks is that one sees God and wants 
to give thanks for the new day to one who gave him 
the new day. The other guy – and isn’t this like us 
some of the time – says “ugh, not another day for me 

to get through.” That second person isn’t thankful, he 
is thanks-impaired as the politically-correct language 
folks might want to phrase it. And yet, regardless of 
our outlook, here comes Thanksgiving! Here comes 
that day when as a nation, we need to give thanks to 
God, with a full heart. But, sometimes when life is 
tough, thanks don’t come easy. 

Missal Command. When I have those moments where 
thanks are not easy to come by and gratitude comes at 

a premium, I think about the words of Christ we hear 

Continued on page 10 
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• Mass intentions for the 2025 year is now 
available. . 

• All 2025 Mass requests must be submitted in 

writing using our new Mass Intention Re-
quest Form that is available in the Parish 
Office.   

• The suggested stipend is $10 per Mass.  Pay-

ment  must be included with the form at 
the time of scheduling.  Checks are to be 
made payable to Holy Cross. 

• Each registered parish household may sub-

mit one (1) Mass Intention Request Form to 
schedule only one (1) weekend Mass and 
two (2) weekday Masses for a total of three 
(3) Mass Intentions, based on availability.  If 

possible, it is suggested to group deceased 
family members together.   

• Thank you for your patience and under-
standing as we institute these new guide-

lines for scheduling the Mass intentions.   

Wisdom and goodness light up the world with a 
light which cannot be darkened. 

Jesus’ sacrifice of himself took away all sins. 

An Jesus, the Word of God, speaks in hu-
man words which will last forever.   
 

The Samaritans are in need of volunteers to 

help with the pantry on Monday and 
Wednesday.  Additionally, we are in need 
of volunteers to work our outreach hot-
line.  Call the Holy Cross Parish Office to 

leave your name and contact information 
please.   
 
The Samaritans are now open for Thanks-

giving Turkeys ( 12 to 14 pounds). 
We are also requesting other Thanksgiving 
meal foods like  Stuffing, gravy, Cranber-
ries, canned Peas or Green Beans, canned 

Corn, canned yams or canned Sweet Pota-
toes, brownie mix, etc.   
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The Martha and Mary committee invite you 
to join us to provide solace to the bereaved 
in our parish.  There are many ways that you 
can serve the Lord and our brothers and sis-
ters during the different time of losing a 
loved one.  We will be providing greeters in 
the Gathering Space to assist in directing vis-
itors to their seats and handing out worship 
aids, setting up for repasts and providing 
baked goods upon request.  We welcome 
both men and women to join us in this im-
portant ministry.  If you are interested,  
please contact Lori Christiansen at 302-745-
6900 or via email at shera29@verizon.net.   

Nov 1st, was the closing rally for the 40 Days 
for Life Fall vigil. Participants from multiple 
churches throughout our Diocese came to 
pray at Planned Parenthood in Dover.   The 
Governor's Ave location witnesses to high 
traffic volume.  One trucker stopped to 
thank us for being there and gave us a very 
loud send off as he drove out of sight.  The 
air was filled with encouragement and love 
as we prayed the Rosary and the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy.  God's will be done. 
 
Jesus encourages us saying, "In the world you 
will have tribulation, but take heart; I have over-
come the world." --John 16:33 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

In lieu of our regular meeting for November, 
The Sodality will be hosting a Membership 
Drive in the Gathering Space on Sunday, No-
vember 10.  Ladies currently in the Sodality 
will be in the Gathering Space with infor-
mation about the group, and they will be 
offering free coffee and donuts as you exit 
Mass that morning.  They are always encour-
aging new folks to come join them.   
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HC 8:00 am  Josephine Nardone 

   

HC 8:00 am Joseynazio Miquel Columbo 

 

HC 8:15 am James Rouse 

 

 
HC 8:00 am  Elizabeth Matthews 

ICC 6:00 pm  For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am  LI Marsha Bulinski 
 

HC 8:00 am Janet Dyba 

HC 5:00 pm Msgr. Daniel McGlynn 

 

HC 7:30 am  Mary Agnes Gaughan 

ICC 8:30 am Crumlish Family 
HC 9:30 am  Grazia and Angelo Ricci 

ICC 11:00 am Elsie Carrow 

HC 11:30 am Anthony Anderson 
ICC 1:00 pm For the People 

 

Nov. 10 – Nov. 16 Sanctuary Candle in Church is for  
Gino Galli. 

 

Nov. 10—Nov. 16 Sanctuary Candle in the Adoration 
Chapel  is for LI Mokoski Family.    

Welcome to our newly registered members at 
Holy Cross: 

• Adrian, Kayla and Lucas Sandoval 
• William M., Claribell, William A., and Maria 

Jusino 
• Janice and Dennis Dickinson 

• Abayomi, Cindy, Peyton, Paxton, and Pay-
son Agbonhin 

 
Our condolences to the families who recent-

ly lost a loved one: 
• Linda Patricia Jump 
• William Berge 
• Clyde Welsh, Jr. 
• Thomas Stewart 

• John Nicholson 
• Catherine Swiggett 
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Can you spare an hour to spend 
with Jesus?  Our Adoration Chapel 

is open from 5 am to 9 pm Monday 
through Sunday.  We have open-
ings. Call or text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 
or email him at jkm2015@verizon.net to 

schedule. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Soup and Silent Auction 
Sunday Nov. 17, 2024 
9:30 AM to 12:15 PM 

  
Soups $10 per container or 3 for $25 
Tamales 3 for $10 
$1.00 Donuts and Coffee for Early Birds 

Is your marriage struggling?   The Retrouvaille Pro-
gram helps couples struggling in their marriage to 
put the pieces of their marriage back together and 
rebuild loving relationships.  It is a Christian pro-
gram, Catholic in origin, and couples of all faiths or 
no faith background are encouraged to attend.  It is 
primarily a practical program about improving com-
munication, building a stronger marriage, and help-
ing couples rediscover the love they had for each oth-
er.  Retrouvaille presenters are not trained counselors, 
but couples that share their personal stories of their 
marital struggles and the tools they utilized to redis-
cover their love.  There is help and there is hope for 
your marriage.  For more information, please call 1-
800-470-2230.   

Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  This week, best-
selling author and speaker, Gary Zimak, will discuss 
his book, “Finding Peace in Advent: 4 Weeks to Wor-
ry Less at Christmas.”  The Catholic Forum podcast 
on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Amazon Music pod-
casts and YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm debuts every 
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.; and on Relevant Radio 640 
every Saturday afternoon at 1:30.  More information 
is available at cdow.org/CatholicForum and Face-
Book.com/CatholicForum.   

th
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7 am, 4 pm,  5pm 

5 pm 

4 pm 

 5 am, 9 am, 10 am, 11 am, 12 
pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,  8 pm 

 

J. Bieker 
D. Kaltenbaugh 

M. Miller 
M. Philips 

N. Klaus 
Z. Klaus 

L. Christinsen 

T. Dinan 
J. Chandler 

L. Luckett 
R. O’Neill 

J. Shevock 
S. Shevock 

J. Davis 

D. McGinnis 
L. Olmstead 

V. Pepper 
C. Robinson 

L. Boggs 
G. Maddalena 

C. Parks 
J .Coffield 

 
A. Cisneros 

C. Garcia 

B. Guzman TBD 

TBD 

 

 

TBD   

 

G. Godfrey 

TBF   

 

L. Soule 

We are in need of more volunteers to help 
with taking Holy Communion to our sick and 

homebound, visit the hospital, and to help at 

our Masses in the Church.   

Have YOU ever considered becoming an ex-
tra-ordinary minister?  We will notify you 

when we have a training class in the next few 

weeks.   

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  Please consider 

this important ministry.  Thank you. 
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• El Ministerio de Arte y Ambientación junto tendrá una reunión el domingo 10 de noviembre 

después de la Santa Misa. en el templo. se les pide a todos los miembros de y los de la Junta 

Directiva que por favor hagan acto de presencia, su participación es de gran importancia. Si 
alguien quiere unirse al grupo, se le invita a que se quede después de la santa Misa.  

• Foro Cristiano: Un año más les hacemos la más cordial invitación a nuestro Foro Cristiano. Se 
les invita a todos a que venga y comparta, en un ambiente familiar todos los viernes de 6-8 pm 
del mes de septiembre hasta el mes de junio. Comparta sus experiencias y testimonios y avive 
su fe con la vida de los santos, el tema de este año será “Santos y Camino a la Santidad”. En el 
salón Mateo/Marcos del ELC.  

• Conquistando las Naciones para Cristo va a tener un Retiro de Sanación para hombres y mu-

jeres mayores de 18  años  el fin de semana 8-10 de noviembre ,2024 en la parroquia Santa Ma-
ría Refugio de los Pecadores. dirección es 2000 Hambrooks Blvd. Cambridge,MD 21613. do-
nación de $125.00. llevar cobija y artículos personales. 

• Retiro de Adviento: Se les invita al Retiro de adviento el sábado 30 de noviembre en la parro-
quia de la Inmaculada Concepción en 522 Main St. Marydel MD 21649.  

• Peregrinos de Esperanza: El próximo Año del Jubileo será en 2025 y el tema escogido por el 
Santo Padre es “Peregrinos de Esperanza El Año Jubilar dará inicio con la gran tradición de 
abrir la Puerta Santa comenzará cuando el Papa Francisco abra la Puerta Santa de la Basílica 

de San Pedro el 24 de diciembre de 2024. Somos Iglesia, Somos parroquia, somos comunidad, 
somos familia en camino al jubileo. Como comunidad oremos y seamos peregrinos de espe-
ranza para el prójimo. 

• Grupo Jóvenes Adolescentes: S invita a todos los jóvenes adolescentes que están 6-12 grado a 

que se una al grupo de jóvenes, de nuestra parroquia, Cuidar las cuatro dimensiones: Forma-
ción, oración, celebración y acción. Formación: crecer en la  Fe. Acompañamiento, Biblia, dia-
logo juvenil, Oración: Seguir a Jesucristo. Invitación a dialogar y escuchar a Dios en la vida. 
Oración comprometida y compartida. Celebración: Participación en la Eucaristía. Celebrar la 
vida y la fe. Celebraciones y encuentros potenciando todo lo vocacional y misionero. La iglesia 

es de Cristo.  Acción: Servicio comunitarios, ayuda al que lo necesite sin distinción lucha por la 
justicia y la dignidad humana. Si está interesado hable con la Sra. Laura Méndez. 

• Se Necesitan ministros: Si usted está interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como 

lector, ministerio de música, ujier, ministros EMC, Arte y Ambientación.  Por favor hable con 
los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

• La Virgen Peregrina está visitando casas, si usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por una se-
mana por favor hable con la Sra. Marta Espinosa. 

Educación religiosa en Inmaculada Concepción:  . 
• Sacramentos: Confirmación 2025: Sesión # 2 comienza el domingo 17  de Noviembre   

de 3-5:30 en el salón parroquial.  Si aún no ha inscrito a su hijo para el 8.º grado, co-
muníquese con Alicia en la oficina parroquial llame al 410-482-8939  o por correo 
electrónico a dre@iccmarydel.org      

• Primera Reconciliación: Cuarta sesión será el martes 12 de noviembre de 6:30 a 7:30 
p. m. en el Salón Parroquial. Si no ha inscrito a su hijo y está en segundo grado o su-
perior, comuníquese con Alicia al 410-482-8939 o envíele un correo electrónico a: 
dre@iccmarydel.org 

• Retiro de Adviento: Se les invita al Retiro de adviento el sábado 30 de noviembre en 
la parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción en 522 Main St. Marydel MD 21649.  Se 
pide una donación de $20.  
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Class: November 17, 2024, 3:00 pm—5:00 
pm.   Please arrive between 2:45-2:55 to be 
on time and not disrupt classes. Bring text-

book, snack and a pencil. 

Grades K-7 in the Elementary Building, 
drop off at double doors near school office. 
Pick up, parents walk through those same 
doors, pick up child(ren) and exit doors past 

bathroom. Second Floor students will be 
sent down to siblings on the first floor for 

easier pick up. 

Grade 8 in the Matthew/Mark room in the 

Parish Office Building C, second floor 

Any questions or concerns, please contact 
Tammy Korosec at 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)

674-5787 X 122. 
 

Deacon Bob’s Adult Education – November 12,  

session nine. Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the 
Life Classes Tuesday at either 9:00 am or 7:00 pm 

in the Matthew/Mark room of the Parish Office, 

2 nd Floor, Building C.  All are welcome, this is a 
free class. No workbooks will be made available.  

If you have any questions, please contact Tammy 

Korosec at korosec@holycrossdover.org or call 

(302)674-5787 X122. 
 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis) 

Class :  November 10, Matthew/Mark room in 

the Parish office, 2nd floor building C.   

This program engages the family, whether it be 

parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants 
to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-

raments of initiation together hand in hand.  

Come out and join us; families gathering for 
prayer, communion with one another, and shar-

ing our Faith Life experiences.  Registration 

forms can be found at:  https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/christian-

formation/k-8-formation 

Confirmation Class Our next class takes place 

Sunday, November 17 at 3 pm 

in the Parish Hall and Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20 at 6 pm in the Matthew Mark room in 

the ELC.   
 

Catholic Heart Work Camp Summer 2025: 

We will be traveling to Richmond, VA June 
15 to June 20, 2025.  Spots are going quickly, 
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so if you would like to attend, please let 
Mrs. Darling know to save you a  spot. 
 

MOUNT 2000:  February 7-9, 2025 open to 

all high school teens.  A Eucharistic Retreat 
hosted by the seminarians at Mt. St. Mary's 
University in Emmitsburg, MD.  Registra-
tion begins October 30 - cost is $180 for the 

weekend and transportation.  Please see 
Mrs. Darling if you are interested in going.  
 
Kerygma Review Class:  Our next class 

takes place on Wednesday, November 13, 
from 6-7:30 pm in the Matthew Mark room 
of the ELC building.  
  

Youth Group Meeting:  Monday, Novem-
ber 25, from 6:30 pm in the Early Learning 
Center, St. Luke room.   All high 
school teens are welcome to join us.  

 
Junior High Youth Meeting:  Saturday, No-
vember 23, in the Cafeteria from 3 pm to 
4:30 pm, to make blankets for homeless chil-

dren.   
 

Religious Education 2024-2025 school year 

has begun.  Children need to be registered 
for Religious Education classes, in order to 
attend.  Please contact Alicia Poppiti for 
more information. 
 

Sacraments:    
Confirmation Preparation: Session #2 on 
Sunday, November 17th at 3pm-5:30 in the 
Parish hall.  If you have not registered your 

child for the 8th grade, please contact Alicia 
at the Parish office, at 410-482-8939 or email 
me at dre@iccmarydel.org  Youth must be 
registered in RE, or Catholic School to at-

tend. 
 
First Reconciliation: Session #4 will be on 
Tuesday, November 12th, from 6:30-7:30pm 

in the Parish Hall.  If you have not regis-
tered your child and they are in the 2nd 
grade or above, please contact Alicia at 410-
482-8939/ email her at dre@iccmarydel.org    
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As we moved into daylight saving time this past week, many of us may be feeling the shift as 
colder weather and shorter days arrive. While this change can bring a touch of nostalgia for 
summer, it also offers us a unique opportunity to embrace the season. I find comfort in these 
cozy, early evenings—an invitation to spend more time with family and to slow down a bit 
before the rush of the holidays. 

 
The first weeks of November have been busy with activities and events, but this past week of-
fered a brief respite. Students were able to focus on routines and prepare for upcoming occa-
sions. As a faculty, we took advantage of this time to reflect, holding a Religion Committee 
meeting to discuss our faith-based activities and services. We felt immense pride in our Honor 
Society students, who have shown strong leadership during Wednesday Masses. Whether 
part of the National Junior Honor Society, the National Junior Art Honor Society, or Tri-M 

(our music honor society), these students have been stepping up to lead by reading at Mass. 

Those who take on this role also lead by sitting with our youngest students in kindergarten, 
guiding them and setting an example through their reverence and participation. 
 

This reflective spirit continued as we met in level coordinator and faculty meetings. With 

Thanksgiving and Christmas on the horizon, it’s a blessing to pause, express gratitude, and 
make thoughtful plans for what’s ahead. We all recognize how quickly the holiday season can 
sweep us up, so it’s especially valuable to have moments like these to reset, reconnect, and re-
align our goals. 

 
Looking ahead, we’re excited to welcome our community to several special events. On No-
vember 11, we will honor our veterans with a heartfelt service led by Ms. White and our 8th-
grade students. This ceremony will be held in the Holy Cross gymnasium, and all veterans are 
warmly invited to join us. We’ll also celebrate our Tri-M (music honor society) induction, host 

picture retakes, and have students preparing for high school placement tests in the coming 
days. 
 
Thank you, as always, to our parish and school community for your constant support and en-

couragement. Your presence and contributions allow us to continue growing in faith and nur-
turing our students’ spiritual and academic journeys. Together, as we move through this sea-
son, may we remain mindful of the blessings in each moment and embrace both the quiet and 

the celebration that this time of year brings. 
 

Blessings, 
 
Mrs. O’Mara 
Principal  
 
 

Remember, we are currently accepting registrations for the 2025-2026 school year.   Go to our 
school website at holycrossdover.org/school and click on the Admissions tab at the top of the 
page.  Follow the steps to start your registration process.  If you have any questions, please 
give us a call at 302-674-5787, extension 113 or extension 120.  We look forward to hearing 

from you and answering any questions you may have.   
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in The Roman Missal (or as some altar servers call it, “the big red book at Mass”). In the Missal, in the celebration of the 
Eucharist (which itself means ‘thanksgiving’), during the Eucharistic Prayer, we hear about Jesus Christ giving thanks 
at the most difficult moments imaginable. 

• In the First Eucharistic Prayer (The Roman Canon) we hear these words: “On the day before he was to suffer he took 

bread in his holy and venerable hands, and with eyes raised to heaven to you, O God, his almighty Father, giving you thanks he said 
the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples…” 

• In the Second Eucharistic Prayer we hear: “At the time he was betrayed and entered willingly into his Passion, he took 

bread and, giving thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples…” 

• In the Third Eucharistic Prayer we hear: “For on the night he was betrayed he himself took bread, and giving you thanks he 

said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples…” 

• In the Fourth Eucharist Prayer, written in poetic tones by St. Bede, we hear: “For when the hour had come for him to be 

glorified by you, Father most holy, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end… he gave thanks, and 
gave the chalice to his disciples…” 

Thankful Cheers. Imagine, knowing you are about to be put to death – an ignominious death, at that – and the first 
thing you think to do is give thanks to God. Nonetheless, that is what we are called to do. We are to give thanks for 
God’s light in what oft seems a world of darkness. That might be tough to do at time, but that is our faith! As Carla Tor-

telli on the 1980s TV sitcom “Cheers” once said about our Catholic faith, “It’s not a religion for wusses.” Carla is right: It 
is not a religion for wusses. It challenges us. It calls us to be a people of thankfulness, hope, and joy. 

Howdy Pilgrim. Think about the Pilgrims at the first Thanksgiving in 1621: There were no Catholics present there, not a 
parish bulletin in sight! So, who was there? The Pilgrims were there; they made a tough journey from Europe, to a new, 
unknown land. Along with the pilgrim were some American Indians, natives to the land. Those two groups, from 
different worlds, so to speak, gathered for three days and thanked God for an abundant harvest. Mind you this came 
after an horrendous first year, in which many Pilgrims died. And yet as Christians, they remembered their losses, they 
bore their crosses, but then paused to give thanks to God for their lives, for their family, for the food before them, and 
for their fellow men who they found in the Indian tribes of New England. We, too, are challenged to have that same 

faith: Yes, it is easy to give thanks when things are going our way. But, we need to be able to be thankful, to see God’s 
blessings, even when things are going sideways.  

Of Grace and Wounds. Remember that Gospel story about the ten lepers? They came to Christ seeking healing and 
Jesus healed them all. Yet after being healed, off the scurried! And only one came back to say “thank you.” Why? Good 
question. I recently read a reflection by a priest who answered that question of why; he wrote this: “They weren’t able 
to give thanks because they hadn’t learned that grace comes through the wounds. Primarily through the wounds of 
Christ but even through our own wounds. Gratitude doesn’t arise magically if it isn’t already present when times are 
tough. That’s why St. Paul urges us to ‘give thanks in all circumstances.’” Well said, and so true. 

Words from Lincoln’s Log. In this regard, in October 1863, in the midst of a terrible Civil War (which would claim 

620,000 lives), Abraham Lincoln proclaimed that there be a Day of Thanksgiving to God each November. Lincoln issued 
that proclamation noting the tough circumstance our nation was in, but then went on to enumerate the many good 
things, the many blessings, that were also seen in the past year amidst the turmoil. Of these good things and their rela-
tion to God he wrote that they 

“…should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I 
do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States… to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November 
next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwells in the Heavens.” 

Decades of Thanks. In the spirit of Lincoln’s proclamation, annually, our U.S. President issues a Thanksgiving Procla-
mation. In many ways they reflect that original proclamation of Lincoln, and echo, the necessity of man to give thanks 

to God. In those post—Presidential election season, I thought it might be good to get a taste of some of those Presiden-
tial Thanksgiving Proclamations from the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 

On [Thanksgiving Day] let all of us, in accordance with our hallowed custom, foregather in our respective places of worship or in 
our homes and offer up prayers of thanks for our manifold blessings. Let the happiness which stems from family reunions on 
Thanksgiving Day be tempered with compassion ... for those less fortunate in our own country and in other lands." 

 - Dwight D. Eisenhower, November 8, 1957 

To be continued. Well, it looks like I am out of space in this bulletin for the Thanksgiving Proclamation quotes from 
1960s through the 1990s. That will have to wait for next week’s bulletin. God bless you all in this month of November — 
the month of the Poor Souls, and the month of Thanksgiving. Be sure to pray for the Poor Souls in Purgatory and give 

thanks for the blessings of our Lord. 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. James Lentini,  
Pastor 
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