
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

No choirs at the Masses at the present time; a can-
tor will be available for the 5 pm and the 9:30 and 

11:30 am Masses.   

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 

During Lent, Monday and Friday, 12:10 pm  
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

               Daily, 5 am-Midnight (temporarily closed) 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Friday 9 am-noon, closed Wednesday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9 am, Spanish  

Saturday, after 9:00 am Mass 
Thursday, 6:30 pm 

May 30 ,  2021  Most  Holy Trinity  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register 

for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults 
seeking to enter the Church and be Baptized, 

contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Chil-
dren in our religious education program and 

school are prepared for Confession at age seven 

as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a vis-

itation for Holy Communion to the Sick, contact 

our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in 
our parish are prepared for reception of Confir-

mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seek-

ing Confirmation should contact our Religious 
Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to 

the Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one 

of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

May 16, 2021 
 

  
Ending May 16, 2021 

Check out our websites 

holycrossdover.org 
iccmarydel.org 

Holy Cross Church will be open from 7 
am to 7 pm Monday through Saturday, 

and 7 am to 7 pm on Sunday.   

Immaculate Conception will be open 

daily 9 am to 7 pm. 
 
Due to the ongoing COVID–19 pandem-
ic, parishes must continue to adhere to 
all health and safety regulations.  All 
pews are now open but we ask you to 

socially distance yourselves.  Use of the 
hand sanitizer is still requested.   

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
and Masses on holy days remains sus-

pended at this time.  

Face  masks do not have to be worn if 
you are fully vaccinated.  If not, it is rec-
ommended that you still wear your face-

mask over your nose and mouth.   
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Offertory  $18,595 $27,800 ($9,205) 

YTD  $1,131,345 $1,279,000 ($147,655) 

Needs  $1,345 $1,550 ($205) 

Offertory  $3,805 

2nd  $381 

 Please continue to mail in your contributions dur-

ing this time.  Many are still not attending Mass but 
we still need your support.    You can also Sign up 

for Faith Direct or call the office  to leave your name 
and phone number if you wish to make your contri-

bution by a credit card.    
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Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend is Memorial Day weekend, when 

we remember those who served in the armed 

forces of our nation, and made the ultimate sacri-
fice, and indeed all those who served and have 

passed on from this life. On Memorial Day, we 

pause to remember, and to pray for the dead.  

Well, your Pastor is taking a pause from his pen 

this weekend; I have selected a previous column 

from a past Memorial Day — one of my favorite 
columns on the topic — and using this week. It 

involves a song, that reminds us of those who 

gave their lives so that we might live, while at 

the same times commends us to remember the 
one who gave us the ultimate gift of freedom: 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Have a won-

derful Memorial Day weekend and remember 

those who gave all. 

——— 

Singer Billy Ray Cyrus, a country singer with 
pop ambitions, topped the music charts for over 

a month in 1994 with the painful but memorable 

song, “Achy Breaky Heart.” Even those who 
loathed that song (and there are likely many), 

nonetheless still have it echoing somewhere in 

the recesses of their brain. Though that song was 
that one hit wonder’s one big hit, on this Memo-

rial Day, I want to invoke a lesser known song 

by Billy Ray Cyrus. A song which was a relative 
flop (peaking at #52 on the country chart), but 

possessing a powerful message, entitled, “Some 

Gave All.” 

Remembering. “Some Gave All” always pops into 

my head whenever Memorial Day comes on the 

horizon, as it reminds us of exactly what it is that 
we are “memorializing” on this special national 

holiday. The song’s lyrics tell about a conversa-

tion between the singer and a veteran named 

Sandy Cane, who spoke about the value of re-
membering those who gave their life in the ser-

vice of their fellow man. The chorus of the song 

goes as follows:  

All gave some, some gave all.  

Some stood through 

for the red, white and blue,  

and some had to fall.  

And if you ever think of me, 

think of all your liberties — and recall:  

Some gave all.  

Those Who Gave All. On Memorial Day, we 

remember those men and women who “gave all” 

and made the ultimate sacrifice n the service of 
our nation. We remember their bravery, their 

commitment and their love of God and country. 

They may no longer be here with us, but they are 
not forgotten. They may no longer be here with 

us, but they collectively serve as a landmark to 

show us the way to serve others.  

No Greater Love. In the Gospel of St. John (15:11-

12), Christ tells his faithful followers: “This is my 

commandment: love one another as I love you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.” On this Memorial Day, we re-

member those brave soldiers, sailors, Marines, 

airmen, and others in the Armed Forces of our 
nation who showed that ultimate love of which 

there is none greater; we remember those who 

gave their lives so that we might enjoy the right 

to life.  

They Laid Down their Lives. That being said, 

there are those for whom this day is a painful 
reminder of a personal loss — perhaps, a son, a 

daughter, a mother, a father, a sister, a brother 

lost in the service of our nation. In our faith, we 
are called, indeed commended to pray for those 

who have gone before us, that they might find 

rest in Heaven and that we can find peace in that 
hope given us by Christ. Author Aldous Huxley 

(who wrote “Brave New World”) noted that, 

“Every man's memory is his private literature.” 
This means that the memories you have — diffi-

cult or joyful — help to guide you in life. The 

most important memory we must always hold is 
that one imbued into us by faith: that Christ, 

suffered, died and rose for us that we might have 

life to the full. That is the memory that will give 

us hope to get beyond any pain, any loss.  

In Imitation of Christ. Thus, as faithful Catho-

lics, we are reminded that we are also called to 

be faithful, and at the service of our fellow man. 
While we might not be called to lay down our 

lives in the same way as those we remember on 

Memorial Day, we are called, nonetheless, to lay 
down our lives in the service of God and neigh-

bor, as we remember the sacrifice that Christ 

made for us. As Christians, every day is a sort of 
a memorial — we remember what Christ did for 

us and we remember what Christ called on us to 

do in his name, in imitation of Him. At every 
Mass, we remember these very things in a most 

profound way. Likewise, in every moment of our 

own daily lives we are called to be watchful and 
dutiful in heeding Christ’s call to serve God and 

neighbor. We are to seek His protection in the 

battles, not only on the battlefields of wars, but 

Continued on page 10 
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Church of the Holy Cross 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 

 

Parish Office 410 482 7687 
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager 
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry 

Immaculate Conception Church 
P. O. Box 399 
Marydel, MD 21649-0399 

   
 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Linda Pollitt Principal, ext. 111 

Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
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Veterans interred in our cemetery are being re-

membered and honored for their service to our 
country.  On May 29th, members of the Cemetery 

Committee will place American flags on veterans 

graves marked with a veteran’s plaque or a veter-

an’s flag holder.   If you would like to help offset 
the cost of the flags, a donation to Holy Cross 

Cemetery can be mailed to the Parish Office.   A 

special thanks to the Cemetery Committee for all 
they do for Holy Cross Cemetery. 

 

The annual Memorial Day Mass will be held in 
the church on Monday, May 31st at 9:00 a.m.  As 

usual, the Mass will include patriotic music, the 

participation of military veterans and will con-
clude with the playing of “Taps”.  Please join us.  

We plan to reopen the Adoration Chapel soon.  

But, we need you to sign up to take an hour or 
more to spend with Our Lord in the Chapel.    

Please watch for details in the next few weeks on 

how you can commit to spending time with Jesus. 
 

 

Listen to the Catholic Forum radio program/

podcast each week.  Next Saturday, June 5th, get 

ready for your summer vacation when author, 
Marion Amberg will discuss her book, 

“Monuments, Marvels, and Miracles: A Traveler’s 

Guide to Catholic America.” Catholic Forum airs 
on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 

640, or listen online anytime at www.cdow.org/

CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Fo-

rum” on Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio pod-
casts.    

 

The  importance of blood, shed for the good of 

others.  Israelites give this gift to God from their 

own flocks and herds—an offering of life to God, 
the Lord of life.  

Unlike the multiple sacrifices in the past, the sacri-

fice of Jesus is a once-and-for-all sacrifice. 

Mark’s account of the Last Supper and the institu-

tion of Eucharist:  an action whereby Jesus; gift of 
himself is made available in every age.   
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Many thanks to those who have responded to the 

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal; your generosity is 

deeply appreciated. If you have not yet partici-

pated you can contribute to the Appeal by using 

the pledge card and return envelope mailed to 

your home, by accessing the Appeal website at 

www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal and click-

ing 

“How 

to Do-

nate” 

or by 

com-

pleting 

a 

pledge 

card 

located 

on the tables in the church or Gathering Space or 

Parish Offices  It is never too late to help someone 

in need. 

 

The goal for Holy Cross is $215,000.  The goal for 

Immaculate Conception is $25,000.  We need help 

from each and everyone of you in order to help 

us reach our goal for the Annual Appeal.  Please 

prayerfully considering sending in your pledge 

or donation today.   

 

 

 

 

Helpers needed! Knights of the North 

Castle are in need of: Castle Guides, Ac-

tivities person, crafts person, science per-

son, song leader.  Next Meeting is Sun-

day, June 6th at 9:30am in hall following 

Mass. 

 

If interested, please contact Mrs. Poppiti 

410-482-8939 

 

Vacation Bible school will run from Au-

gust 2 - August 6, 2021 from 6-8:30 pm at 
ICC in Marydel. 
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HC 9:00 am Beverly Bresnahan 
 

HC 8:00 am Joseph Borer 

  

HC 8:00 am Neely Family (LI) 

 
 

HC 8:00 am  George Bugglin 

ICC 6 pm  For the People 
 

HC 8:00 am  Iavecchia Family (LI) 

     

HC 8 am Matilda Crowe 

HC 5 pm  M/M Charles Hoopengardner 

   

HC 7:30 am  Yvon Gervais 
ICC 8:30 am Marie Weaver 

HC 9:30 am  Anne Gravelle 

ICC 11 am James Ward 
HC 11:30 am William Stier  

ICC 1 pm For the People 
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The Parish Directories are in the Parish Office.     

If you would like to stop by the office to pick up 
your copy, please ahead of time and we will get 

your copy and have it for you to pick up.    
 

May 31 is Memorial Day in the USA. What does 

it mean to remember – to remember people who 

have died, to remember special events in our life 
together, etc. Perhaps pull out some old photos 

to remember the story of your life together so 

far. 
 

Just as God gave us commandments, healthy 
families have rules that help keep order and 
keep the peace. What are some of your family 
rules? Do you need any new ones? Let go of out-
dated ones? Discuss together. 
 

 
Pre-need planning.  Still trying to decide on what 
to do with this year’s income tax refunds or your 
COVID stimulus funds?  During our lifetime we 
spend a lot of time planning and preparing for 
future events, such as weddings, vacations, col-
lege for the kids, retirement, etc.  It’s easy to put 
off planning for the day when the Lord will call 
you home.  Planning for the inevitable and se-
curing space in our cemetery is a wonderful gift 
for the whole family.  When that day does come, 
with all its emotional trauma, sparing your 
spouse and children those difficult decisions is a 
blessing.  Contact Len Dornberger at the parish 
office for a no obligation discussion. 

Condolences to the families of our recently de-
ceased members:

 Pauline DeVita 
 Leida Ana “Cookie” Sanchez 
 Brian M. shouldis 
 Carl DeFrancesco 
 Bobbie J. Caudle 
 Arthur Paul Nichols, Sr. 
 Grazia Ricci 
 Maureen Sealund 
 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.   
 

Welcome to our newly registered parishioners: 
 Cordell, Emilee, Jakob and Lukas Haynes 
 Morgan Konnick 
 Ryanjo, Roda and John David Florendo  
 Sara Biscardi 
 Alexis, John and Caroline Gregory 

th
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D. DeVigili 
J. Clendaniel 
J. Davis 
B. Holmes 
D. King 
C. Helwig 

J. Killman 
K .O’Neill 
T. Dupuis 
R. Vinson 
F. Hettinger 

J. Clendaniel 
V. Pate 
L. Pate 

S. Swierczek 
D. Dixon 

M. Thompson 
A. Mackey 
S. Gede 

R. Cam-
panicki 
C. Brown 
B. Gattuso 

M. Neal 
N. Whiteman 
B. Stumpf 

D. Kilby 
R. Pritchett 

J. Chandler 
G. Wessell 
M. Wessell 
K .Coyle 
D. Diaz 
T. 
Staniszewski 

K Kelly 
V. Pepper 
J. Sears 
C. Bugglin 
G. Sears 

R. Torbert 
A. Torbert 
B. Torbert 

T. Baurys 
J. Coffield 

W. Aschen-
berg 
R. Aschenberg 
P. Keller 
C. Robinson 
D. Lyons 

M. Miller 
D. Petka 
T. Petka 
R. Bratz 
R. Bratz 
C. Barnes 

K. Fernandez 
M .Johannsen 
K. Viray 

C. Petka 
S. Crossen 

 
C. Valdes 
M. Ramirez 
M. Pitti 

R. Dosman 
E. Paztoriza 

F. Rangel 
J. Cortes  

K. Rangel 
A. Luna 

 
M.. Rathbun 
A. Wyllie 
M. Cacesse 
D. Novak 
J Zajac 
 

V. Balcerak 
D. Balcerak 
L. Darling 
D. Darling 
T. Steir 
K. Boyer 

A. Ghanayem 
C. Wilk 
N. Kosior 

TBD 

 

 
B. Lawson L. Small A. Clancy 

 

D. Smith 

F. Cristiano J. Cristiano V. Haas 
J. Santizo 

D. King 

V. Bravo 
E. Morales 
A. Morales 

A. Miranda 
D. Cuin  

C. Gabriel 
S. Ramirez 

A. Escalante 
 

Lector Schedule for May/June2021 
 

At Holy Cross: 
5 pm Mass 
May 29 F. Urick 
June 5 J. Coffield 
June 12  K. Bassett 
 
7:30 am Mass 
May 29 J. Davis 
June 6 J. Davis 
June 12 C. Cuffee 
 
9:30 am Mass 
May 30 S. Crossen  
June 6 C. Petka 
June 13 S. Crossen 
 
At Immaculate Conception 
8:30 am Mass 
May 30 G. Godfrey 
June 6 D. Smith 
June 13 T. Thompson 
 
11 am Mass 
May 30 L. Schlopitz 
June 6 A. Meyer 
June 13 D. King 
 
If you wish to be considered to lector at Holy 

Cross,  email Diane at belt@holycrossdover.org  
so we can add you to the names of those who 

have already volunteered to lector.   

 

At ICC, please get in touch with Marilyn Dixon 
at mdixon@iccmarydel.org  Thank you.   
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 ¿Qué es El Domingo de la Santísima Trini-

dad?  La Iglesia dedica el siguiente domingo 

después de Pentecostés a la celebración del 

día de la Santísima Trinidad. Un solo Dios 

en tres Personas: El Padre, el Hijo y el Es-

píritu Santo. 

 Un misterio es todo aquello que no podemos 

entender con la razón. Es algo que sólo po-

demos comprender cuando Dios nos lo reve-

la. Para explicar este gran misterio, existen 

ciertos símbolos que son entendibles a nues-

tra razón: La Santísima Trinidad es sim-

bolizada como un tri{ngulo. Cada uno de los 

vértices es parte del mismo tri{ngulo y sin 

embargo cada uno es distinto. También po-

demos simbolizar a la Santísima Trinidad 

como una vela encendida: La vela en sí mis-

ma simboliza al Padre, la cera que escurre es 

el Hijo, que procede del Padre y la llama en-

cendida es el Espíritu Santo. Los tres son 

"vela", pero son distintos entre sí. Hay 

quienes simbolizan a la Santísima Trinidad 

en forma de trébol. Cada una de las hojas es 

"trébol" pero son distintas entre sí. Cada vez 

que hacemos la Señal de la Cruz sobre nues-

tro cuerpo, recordamos el misterio de la San-

tísima Trinidad. - En el nombre del Padre: 

Ponemos la mano sobre la frente, señalando 

el cerebro que controla todo nuestro cuerpo, 

recordando en forma simbólica que Dios es 

la fuente de nuestra vida. -...y del Hijo: Colo-

camos la mano en el pecho, donde est{ el 

corazón, que simboliza al amor. Recordamos 

con ello que, por amor a los hombres, Jesu-

cristo se encarnó, murió y resucitó para li-

brarnos del pecado y llevarnos a la vida eter-

na. -...Y del Espíritu Santo: Colocamos la 

mano en el hombro izquierdo y luego en el 

derecho, recordando que el Espíritu Santo 

nos ayuda a cargar con el peso de nuestra 

vida, el que nos ilumina y nos da la gracia 

para vivir de acuerdo con los mandatos de 

Jesucristo. 

 Las inscripciones para las clases de Edu-

cación Religiosa del próximo año escolar 

2021-2022 est{n abiertas 

 Las aplicaciones para los que van a recibir 

los Sacramentos pueden ir a la p{gina 

cibernética de la parroquia y bajar la aplica-

ción completarlo a tiempo y entregarlo en la 

oficina de Educación Religiosa.  

  PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL: Los Sac-

ramentos de la Reconciliación y la Primera 

Comunión, generalmente se reciben cuando 

el niño est{ en el segundo grado.  Es re-

sponsabilidad de los padres inscribir a sus 

hijos a la edad adecuada para la Educación 

Religiosa a menos que su hijo este asistiendo 

a una escuela católica.  

 

 Si hay algún adulto que no ha recibido su 

sacramento de la Confirmación y desea in-

formación sobre las clases por favor anótese 

con la Sra. Arline Dosman. 

adosman@holycrossdover.org Recuerde que 

para ser un padrino debe tener todos los Sac-

ramentos de Iniciación Cristiana. 

** Est{n abiertas las inscripciones para el próxi-

mo año, 2021-2022. Por favor devuelva las 

aplicaciones antes del 1 de julio,2021. Tenemos 

que ordenar libros de antemano para poder em-

pezar el programa  de Educación Religiosa y  

tomar decisiones de ubicación para el año esco-

lar. **  Una mesa se pondr{ para inscripciones 

en frente del salón después de las misas.   

Se est{n recopilando evaluaciones para las 4 uni-

dades. Por favor, llévelos a la Sra. Alicia Poppiti 

para obtener su crédito para este año,, Directora 

de Educación Religiosa al 410-482-8939 o 

dre@iccmarydel.org 

Queremos agradecer a nuestras catequistas por 

toda su ardua labor y determinación este año 

que el Señor    les pague su esfuerzos de compar-

tir la fe con nuestros niños , a los padres de fa-

milias y familiares por impartir la catequesis 

desde la casa. Sabemos que ha sido un reto. Que 

Dios los bendiga. A Donna, Meg, Brenda, Vin-

cent,Kathy, Rose, Haydi, Sarah,Diane, Alan, Gor-

din,Hugo, Rosa, Sheyla,Oyuki y Horacio. 

 

La Escuela Bíblica de Verano empieza el 2 de 

agosto hasta el 6 de agosto2021 de 6-8:30pm 

 

 ¡TE NECESITAMOS!  NECESITAMOS 

CATEQUISTAS PARA EL PROXIMO AÑO. Si 

est{ pensando esto pue ser su llamado. Co-

muníquese con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti, Directora 

de Educación Religiosa al 410-482-8939 o 

dre@iccmarydel.org 
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Thank you to all for a wonderful year under the-

se different circumstances.  We look forward to a 
more “normal” year when we start up in the Fall. 

 

2021-2022 Religious Education Class registration 

forms now available on line at https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/christian-

formation/k-8-formation  

If you have any questions or concerns do not 
hesitate to contact Tammy Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-

5787 X 122.   

Anyone who could use help with outside work 

June 28 to July 1,  
please contact Linda Darling 

at ldarling@holycrossdover.org if we may 

be of assistance to you or someone you 
know.  Teens will be at Holy Cross 

from Catholic Heart Work Camp and would love 

to help you. 

 

Forms to register for Confirmation 2022 Prepara-
tion for all high school students 

not confirmed may be found on the parish web-

site under Teaching the Faith, 
Sacramental Preparation, Confirmation.   
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The office of Religious Education would like to 

congratulate the following teens and adults who 

were recognized by the Diocese of Wilmington 
this year for their ministry to our young people - 

Deborah Petka was recognized with the Volun-

teer of the Year Award.  Debbie has 
been a catechist for over 18 years, working with 

our Second Graders to prepare them 

for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 
Communion.  Debbie always volunteers 

when help is needed. 

Margaret Cregan was recognized with the St. 
John Bosco Award in Parish Youth 

Ministry.  Margie has been a volunteer in the 

Confirmation program for over ten years. 
She is such a beautiful role model to our young 

people in seeing God in everything 

we say and do.   

Madison Arsenault was recognized with the St. 
Timothy Youth Award.  Madison has 

been a peer leader, lector, attendee at Catholic 

Heart Work Camp and Mount 2000 
Retreat during the past three years.  She is a 

shining example of God's love in action. 

Emmalee Young was recognized with the St. 
Timothy Youth Award.  Emmalee has 

participated in the March for Life each year, and 

exuberantly invites her classmates to join her. 
Emmalee has been a peer leader and attended 

Catholic Heart Work Camp.  Emmalee is 

a beautiful example of sharing her faith every 
day in everything she does. 

Hugolindo Rivera Morales was recognized for 

Volunteer of the Year for Immaculate Concep-
tion.  Hugo is always available and willing to 

help at the parish and is a huge asset to us. 

***Registration for next year, 2021-2022 has be-

gun.  Registrations are due by July 1, 2021. We 

must order books in advance to receive for start 
of RE.   A table will be set up after Masses in 

front of the hall for registration, online and at 

office.  
All student assessments that are in their unit 

packs, for all 4 units, are due to Mrs. Alicia Pop-

piti when unit is finished.  Please hand in for 
credit for this year. Alicia Poppiti, Director of 

Religious Education at 410-482-8939 

or dre@iccmarydel.org 

 

Catechists needed for next year!  Please inquire 

with Mrs. Poppiti as soon as possible.  If you are 

wondering, then this may be your calling.   
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I have never said my classroom days are over.  I harbor a desire to once again teach in the classroom.  I have 

pipe dreams about doing so.  In my dreams I have resumed where I left off. I loved teaching junior high.  They 

are at such a tender age, but they would never admit it.  They have so many needs.  But they don’t realize it.  So, 

yes; I am very particular about who and what I teach.     

When I arouse myself from my trance, I realize that I probably won’t ever realize my dreams fulfillment.   

When I left behind my classroom to enter a new and different realm, I was given the responsibility of the ele-

mentary building and the ELC.  My principal at the time thought it best I become familiar with that age level.  I 

didn’t disagree, but I wasn’t as keen on the idea as she was.  So, as I set about conquering the land of the little 

people, I am embarrassed to say how shocked I was that an actual conversation could be had with those folks! 

I thoroughly enjoy stopping in for my visits, I love interacting with them, I love being their friend. I think they 

are all so adorable, but to some degree they still are a source of fascination for me.  I can say without reservation 

that while I immensely enjoy the company of the younger crowd, I could never teach a classroom full.   

It wasn’t too long ago that I stopped into a class of four-year-olds and thought I might have stepped into an art 

studio.  There were easels on which were perched professional looking canvas, professional looking paintbrush-

es, and palettes for paint.  It was a regular “paint night” in the daytime.  Mrs. McGowan had placed a floral de-

sign for her little artists to replicate and they were doing a fantastic job.  They were SO proud!!  It was going to 

make for a great Mother’s Day gift.    

Some of the sweetest things I’ve ever heard have come from these little guys.  There is no guile, nothing but pure 

and holy innocence.  They will tell you exactly how they see things and relate it in their own terms. I loved their 

cookbook, a compilation of their favorite recipes from Mom’s kitchen.  With summertime soon upon us I 

thought I’d share a few of their favorites.  Perhaps, you too, might like to try your hand at some of these delec-

table delights. 

Charlotte’s Favorite Chicken Noodle Soup: First she takes it out of the can and puts the chicken noodle soup in 

the microwave.  It cooks for ten minutes. Then she takes it out. She puts it in the bowl for me to eat.  It tastes 

yummy! 

Annora’s Favorite Noodles: First she takes the noodles out of he box.  She puts them in a bowl.  She puts meat-

balls.  She cooks them in the oven for six hours.  She puts it out of the oven.  My mom puts the noodles on my 

plate.  I eat all of the noodles.  They taste good! 

Noah’s Mom Makes the Best Tacos!  First she cooks the meat on the stove.  It cooks for 10 hours.  The she puts 

it in the taco.  She puts the cheese in and then the lettuce.  Next she puts it on a plate.  I eat the taco. It tastes 

good!   

Last week I was having a conversation with one of our former students, now a rising senior at the U/DE. We are 

so grateful for Maya because she will always come back to help us out with our A/C program. An Education 

major, Maya relates beautifully with kids of all ages.  As it happened I was walking back from an after school 

meeting and I stopped in the gym to see how everything was coming along with our older A/C students.   Down 

to her last three, we lapsed into an easy conversation prompted by her remark, “You know Mrs. Pollitt, I think 

about you guys and Holy Cross all the time.”  I thanked her for her kind words, as she progressed into explain-

ing the reasoning behind her statement.  She went on to discuss her frustrations while student teaching in an 

area public school.  As a virtual experience, Maya grew increasingly frustrated with the lack of attendance, chil-

dren appearing online while still in bed, incomplete assignments, lack of focus, and inappropriate behaviors.  

She culminated her laundry list of exasperations by saying that she is fearful of the impact this virtual learning 

experience will have on the children as they return to school.  The lack of skill mastery alone is going to place 

them so far behind the eight ball in September.  And then she said that this was the reason why she thought 

about HC all the time.  “You guys did it, you came to school every-day, why couldn’t they?!”   

So, what does my conversation with Maya have to do with Charlotte, Annora, and Noah’s favorite recipes?   

These three young Crusaders have been blessed by God and their parents to have been placed in a Catholic 

school where faith formation and an academic education and is a TOP priority every day.  These three children 

along with their classmates will enter Kindergarten in the fall.  I wonder what that Kindergarten and all the oth-

er grade classrooms will look like in the public sector.  I wonder about the dynamic in those classrooms?  I won-

der if the free option will provide young learners with the solid foundation that HC promises.  I wonder how a 

parent can select a Language Immersion program over faith, values and morals.   

I am pretty sure on day one in August at HCS, it will be vastly different.  I cannot fathom a parental decision to 

place a young, holy innocent child in any other environment besides a Catholic school where they have been 

gifted with a traditional education in the days when there was none to be found in the classrooms of the free 

option. 
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in the battles of daily life as we 
strive to bring God’s kingdom 

into this world.  

Memorializing. On Memorial 
Day, though, we focus on those 

who gave all serving not just God 

and neighbor, but also God and 
country, and often on the field of 

battle; thus, on Memorial Day we 

memorialize (remember) them. 
Historically, memorializing those 

who went before is an important 

part of our Christian values, and 

in our Catholic faith. It is our way 
of remembering our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, and all of the 

children of God, and honoring 
their memory. Scripture tells us 

“The memory of the just serves as 

blessing.” (Proverbs 10:7). The 
memories of our loved ones, and 

on this Memorial Day, the memo-

ries of our fallen, bear this out.  

Admonitions. In “Some Gave All,” 

the song concludes with an admoni-

tion: “Love your country and live 
with pride / but don't forget those 

who died.” A beautiful considera-

tion for all of us on this Memorial 
Day weekend. Even more pro-

found to recall is the Sacrifice of 

Christ, who died, that we all 
might live and have the hope of 

eternal life and be freed from the 

slavery to sin. In this regard, the 
patriotic song, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” speaks well to the Christian call for sacrifice and appreci-

ation of the value of sacrifice, with this admonition: 

In the beauty of the lilies  

Christ was born across the sea,  

With a glory in His bosom 

that transfigures you and me.  

As he died to make men holy  

let us die to make men free  

while God is marching on.  

A Final Thought. With this in mind, this Memorial Day let us remember, is a special way, those who died to 
make us free and who did so much for our nation. But above all, on this Memorial Day —and indeed every 

day— when thinking about those who died to make us free, let us give praise and thanks to the One who 

did so much for our salvation and theirs, Jesus Chris! He is the who made us free from slavery sin and 

opened the gates of heaven that we might know the greatest freedom of all.  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 
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