
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 
 

June 9 ,  2024  10th Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register for 

Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking 
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children 
in our religious education program and school are 

prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First 

Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 

religious education program and school are prepared 

for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking 
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-

cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-

munion to the Sick, contact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults 

seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning 

for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or 

deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe 

you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please 

contact one of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered 
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family 

member must make the request. Late night 

requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day. 

Summer Office Hours 
Holy Cross’s Summer Office hours will start 
June 17.  We will be open from 9 am to 1 pm 
Monday through Thursday.  Offices are 
closed on Friday.   

 

HB 140—Assisted Suicide Bill  
Physician assisted suicide legalizes and nor-
malizes the taking of a human life. There are 
enough tragic suicides in our community 
already. What message are we giving our 
young people when the state sanctions sui-
cide? We need to help and support the phys-
ically and mentally ill in our community, 
not assist them in taking their own lives. 
Ask your Delaware State Senator to not sup-
port HB 140. For more information, and to 
send an email to your Senator, vis-
it cdow.org/StopAssistedSuicide.   

 

We strive towards our goals, and every 
small act of generosity helps us go further. 
It's not just about meeting a target—
touching lives, healing and helping, teach-
ing and nurturing.  If you haven't yet partic-
ipated in this year's appeal, consider what 
your support can achieve. Although it's a 
financial contribution, your participation is a 
statement of our solidarity as a parish family 
and our commitment to the Gospel's call to 
serve the least among us. 
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Ending  May 26, 2024 

  
Ending  May 26, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all advertisers in 
 our bulletin. 

We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin,  

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200. 
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Regular $22,845 $26,915 ($4,070) 

YTD  $1,277,347 $1,292,200 ($14,853) 

Needs  $1,364 $1,712 ($348) 

Regular $4,259 

2nd  Col-

lection 
$294 
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Dear Parishioners,  

Ah, summer is upon us. In central Delaware, when 

the summer heats up, and the humidity kicks up, it 

can feel like one is trapped inside a 1968 VW Van 

broken down on the road with no air conditioning 

and windows that won’t roll down. On the positive 

side, well, at least we don’t have sales tax! 
 

Luke, Warm. In any event, the point I am making is 

that summer is here. In that regard, I am reminded 

of a particular scripture that touches on this particu-

lar season. The Scripture that I am thinking of is a 

verse from the Gospel of St. Luke 21:30; it touches 

on this warm season of summer. That verse of scrip-

ture tells us this:  
 

“Consider the fig tree and all the other trees. When their 

buds burst open, you see for yourselves and know that 

summer is now near.”  
 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Consider the fig tree. 

Let me tell you about a fig tree with which my fami-

ly and I once had to contend. Back in the day, when 

I lived in Brooklyn (a.k.a., the garden spot of the 

universe), in our small backyard, we had a big fig 

tree. And, in some sense, this scripture was lived 

out by us year after year—the buds on that tree, in-

deed, would burst open, and yeah, we knew that it 

was summer.  
 

Like B-Movie. But regarding those buds bursting in 

air, they signaled more than just summer for us! 

They also signaled the arrival of bee season. Not just 

any old bees — these bees that would show were 

enormous. To put it in academic terms, these were-

n’t Bees, these Bee-plus! They were huge bees. And 

they hung out in and around that fig tree, the way 

Brooklyn tough guys would hang out around a pool 

hall or a bar. 
 

Bee-Attitudes. These enormous bees were a prob-

lem because they didn’t just have stingers; they had 

attitude (well, of course, since they were Brooklyn 

bees— of course, they had attitude). They were 

spiteful, too. They’d disappear from sight until you 

went into the backyard and sat down, and sudden-

ly, it was a Blitzkrieg of bees. 
 

Begone! These bees disrupted all of us doing sum-

mertime things like reading the paper at the back-

yard table, sitting outside to cool off (we had no air 

conditioning), sitting outside and having a cold so-

da, trying to have a barbecue, etc. The bees were in 

charge! Well, at least they were, until my dad, of 

happy memory, finally had enough and decided 

that he had enough of these fig tree bees the size of 

F-15 fighter jets. Their home base was that fig 

tree, and it was time to do battle on that home-

front. And so, with some speed, a tree guy was 

hailed, that tree was pulled out — and while the 

bees lingered for a bit — they petered out like a 

Fox network sitcom. Soon, Coca-Cola could be 

consumed in the backyard without fear of turn-

ing into a scene from a sci-fi horror movie. Now, 

that is what I call a good summer! 

  

Summer with the Saints. So, now that we have 

“considered the fig tree,” let’s consider the fig 

tree’s season: summer. Let’s consider that sum-

mer season, specifically in the Catholic realm, in 

the context of how one might spiritually prepare 

for summer. The saints are always good exem-

plars for us, so let’s take a look at the saints we 

might invoke in prayer during the summer to 

assist us. Here are some thoughts of saints to 

consider during the summer: 

  

St. Christopher (July 25) is the patron saint of 

travel. According to Church tradition, St. Chris-

topher carried the Christ child upon his shoul-

ders and helped him across a river to safety. 

Since then, he has been revered as the Patron 

Saint invoked in aid of travelers. So, whether you 

are flying, sailing, hiking, or driving (or hunting 

down bees), pray to St. Christopher to pray for 

you on your journey. 

  

St. Joseph of Cupertino (September 18). He was 

a Franciscan priest who used to get so ecstatic 

and elated in his prayers that he would levitate 

and remain floating in the air in the Monastery 

chapel to the shock of his brethren. He was kind 

of like the male equivalent of The Flying Nun. 

Seventy times, yes 70 times, he was recorded 

floating airborne, both in and outside the chapel 

and on the monastery grounds. Both his brother 

priests and local laity sighted him. Based on his 

flighty behavior, he has been designated the Pa-

tron Saint of air travelers and pilots. So, if you 

are flying this summer and some turbulence is 

causing you grief, or the flight attendants run out 

of honey-roasted nuts, pray to St Joseph of Cu-

pertino to pray for you, your flight crew, and 

your pilot. (If the turbulence is nauseous-making 

for you, see St. Elmo elsewhere in this article.) 

  

St. Anthony (June 13). Good and uber-holy St. 

Anthony is the patron saint to invoke when try-

ing to find lost objects. Are you getting ready to 

take a vacation and lost the plane tickets? Are 

(continued on page 10) 
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In his image of a tree Ezekiel paints us a picture 

of the Lord who cares for his pole and brings 

them to shelter and safety.   

Paul writes of his longing to be with the Lord 

and his intention of pleasing him always.   
 

Jesus tells us two parables to show us that for 
the Kingdom of God great things come from 

small beginnings.   

 

The Holy Cross Odyssey of the Mind teams 

would like to thank everyone who helped send 
us to Iowa.  We could not have gone without 

the financial support of so many generous sup-

porters and donors.  Mother nature tried to de-
ter us with tornados but we persevered and ar-

rived safely.  Our teams represented Holy Cross 

with grace and perseverance.  Our problem 5 
team put on a wonderful performance and fin-

ished 19 out of 52 teams in the world.  Our 

problem 2 team had technical difficulties but 

pushed on and completed their performance to 
the delight of the audience who included the 

granddaughter of the original Omer, Rube 

Goldberg.   
As always, Crusader Proud, 

Ms. Beth Riecks, OM Coordinator  
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As you certainly 

have noticed, the 
parking lot for the 

school and church 

at Holy Cross has 
many potholes.  

Well, we finally have a contract with a compa-

ny who will be repairing and redoing the entire 
lot, front and back.   
 

The work is scheduled to be done the week of 

July 1 through the morning of July 6.  Week-
day Masses from July 1 through the morning of 

July 6 will be held at Immaculate Conception 

in Marydel.   
 

We ask anyone coming to the Parish Office on 

July 1, 2 or 3 to please park in the hospital lot 

and walk back to the office.  The Parish Office 
will be closed on  July 4 and 5 due to the holi-

day.   
 

The food pantry will also be closed the week of 

July 1 through July 6. No donations can be 

dropped off, nor will any food be distributed 
that week.   
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Our condolences to the families of : 

Moise Garcia 
 

May the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 

peace.  Amen.   
 

Join the St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation for 
Freedom, Family, and Faith for a half-day re-
treat specifically geared for Catholics who have 
been wounded by divorce and/or separation in 
need of hope and healing. The day will feature 
talks, time for reflection, Confessions, prayer 
time, and the anticipated Mass for Sunday at 4 
p.m. A delicious lunch and snacks are included 
in the price of the retreat. 
Place: The Daylesford Abbey, 220 S. Valley 
Road, Paoli, PA 19031 
Speakers: Anne DeSantis, Executive Director of 
the St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation and Fr. 
Nick Terico, O.Praem, Norbertine priest. 
Cost: $60 (includes lunch). 
Registration: Go to this link to register: https://
www.nonnatus.org/divorce-retreat.html 
or send a $60 check to: St. Raymond Nonnatus 
Foundation, P.O. Box 951, Skippack, PA 19474-
0951 
 

 

June 22/23 BABY SHOWER -  this weekend 
only!!   
 
We will be collecting specific items need-
ed by New Day Pregnancy Care Center in 
Dover.  Last year your generosity was amaz-
ing!  Thank you for your contributions! Please 
stick to the list of items in the box  or make a 

financial contribution that weekend.).  
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HC 8:00 am  Josephine V. Kowalczyk  

   

HC 8:00 am DM Pitts Family 
 

HC 8:15 am Helen Bugglin 

  
 

HC 8:00 am  Samuel Onwu 

ICC 7:00 pm  For the People 

 

HC 8:00 am  DM Northcutt Family 
 

HC 8:00 am Toni Ann Cilia 

HC 5:00 pm Bernadette Miriello 

 

HC 7:30 am  Venturine & Joseph Davino 

ICC 8:30 am Calvin & Alma Smith  
HC 9:30 am  LI Samuel Onwu 

ICC 11:00 am Jean Bishop 

HC 11:30 am Father’s Day Novena 
ICC 1:00 pm For the People  

 

The Sanctuary Lamp in the church is lit for the  
LI of Bobby Frank from June 9-15.   

Saturday, June 22d from 10 am - Noon at the Lin-
coln Memorial in DC.  We celebrate the victory 
overturning Federal control of abortion!  The Su-
preme Court noted the unconstitutionality of the Roe 
v Wade decision in 1973 and returned the power to 
each STATE to decide limits on abortion.  Thousands 
of innocent lives have been spared from slaugh-

ter and mothers from broken hearts. 
Sadly, Delaware allows abortion up to the 9th 
month.  Pregnancy Care Centers need our 
support!  As Christians, we support the moms 
with prayer and practicality.  "God desires 
Mercy", so do they. 
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Can you spare an hour to spend 
with Jesus?  Our Adoration Chapel 
is open from 5 am to 9 pm Monday 
through Sunday.  We have open-

ings. Call or text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 
or email him at jkm2015@verizon.net to 

schedule. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 A big thank you to those who donated towards 

the purchase of American flags for our veterans’ 

graves.  The donations enable us to purchase the 
flags needed for Veterans Day in November and 

Memorial Day next May.  We also thank the mem-

bers of the Cemetery Committee who placed the 

flags on our veterans’ graves and also manned the 
tables in the Gathering Space for all Memorial Day 

weekend Masses. 

 
 Join us for the Diocese of Wilmington's Eucharis-
tic Congress to be held on October 5, 2024, at the 

Ocean City Convention Center. This year’s theme, 

"The Eucharist: The Source and Summit," invites 
us to deepen our understanding and appreciation 

of the Eucharist in our lives.  

 

The day will feature a keynote address by Bishop 
Richard Henning of the Diocese of Providence and 

will include faith-based vendors, a ministry fair, 

and breakout sessions tailored to various interests 
and age groups. There will also be opportunities 

for Adoration and Reconciliation.  Mark your cal-

endars for this spiritually enriching event! More 
details will follow. We look forward to seeing you 

there!  
 

 
Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  This week, 

learn about Tourette Syndrome when Anna and Al 
Drushler are the guests. The Catholic Fo-

rum podcast on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Am-

azon Music podcasts and 
DioceseofWilm debuts every Wednesday at 12:00 

p.m.; and on Relevant Radio 640 every Saturday 

afternoons at 1:30.  More information is available 
at cdow.org/CatholicForum and FaceBook.com/

CatholicForum.    

th
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7 am, 4 pm,  5pm 

5 pm 

4 pm 

 5 am, 9 am, 10 am, 11 am, 
12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,  

8 pm 

 

D. Darling 
L. Darling 

S. Garber 
C. Helwig 

S. Murawski 
J. Novack 

V. Viddy 

J. Davis 
A. Fischer 

J. Fischer 
R. Fritzsche 

J. Shevock 
S. Shevock 

A. Wyllie 

D. McGinnis 
B. Richards 

G. Richards 
C.Robinson 

H. Louissaint 
G. Maddalena 
W. Shuron 

S. Crossen 
C. Parks 

 
T. Hernandez 

E> Pastoriza 

M. Richard TBD 

TBD 

 

 

TBD   

 

B. Thompson 

TBF   

 

S. Tucker  

TBD   

Have YOU ever thought of becoming a Lector, an 

Extra-Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion for 

Mass or to the homebound?  We would love to 

have you join our other volunteers in these vari-

ous ministries.   

Please all Holy Cross Parish Office or Immaculate 

Conception Parish Office if you would like to sign 

up for any of these ministries.  We certainly can 

use your help and would love to have you join 

your fellow parishioners in these areas.  We pray 

you will consider God’s calling for you to help 

out.   
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• Carlo Acutis se convertirá en el primer santo millenial de la Iglesia Católica.fallece a tan sólo 15 
años de edad a causa de una leucemia fulminante, dejando en la memoria de todos los que le 
han conocido un gran vacío y una profunda admiración por el que ha sido su breve y a la vez 

intenso testimonio de vida auténticamente cristiano. Desde que recibió la Primera Comunión a 
los 7 años de edad nunca ha faltado a la cita cotidiana con la Santa Misa. Siempre, antes o des-
pués de la celebración eucarística, se quedaba delante del Sagrario para adorar al Señor real-
mente presente en el Santísimo Sacramento. La Virgen era su gran confidente y nunca dejaba de 
honrarla rezando cada día el Santo Rosario. La modernidad y la actualidad de Carlo conjugan 
perfectamente con su profunda vida eucarística y devoción mariana, que han contribuido a que 
llegase a ser un chico muy especial al que todos admiraban y amaban. ” Carlo decía que nuestra 
Brújula tiene que ser la Palabra de Dios, con la que tenemos que confrontarnos constantemente. 

Pero para una Meta tan alta hacen falta Medios muy especiales: los Sacramentos y la oración. 
En especial, Carlo situaba en el centro de su vida el Sacramento de la Eucaristía que llamaba 
“mi autopista hacia el Cielo”. 

• Educación Religiosa: Las inscripciones para la Educación Religiosa están abiertas, las aplicacio-
nes están en línea o vaya a la oficina de Educación Religiosa. Tiempo para inscribir a su hijo(a) 
para las clases de Educación Religiosa para el Año Escolar 2024-2025! (K-8 ONLY) Para candi-
datos a la Confirmación  tienen que estar en el novena grado o más alto para inscribirse vaya al  

link: https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.  
• Nuevos para 2024!  Un descuento de $10 si se inscriben antes del 28 de junio, 2024. (K-8 sola-

mente) 
• Escuela Bíblica de Verano: Julio-12, 9:00AM-12:00PM¡Tanto el programa PK4-Grade 4 como el 

de sexto y séptimo grado ( Santos en entrenamiento/Saint's in Training) participarán en un pro-
grama que ayudará creativamente a los niños y a los líderes a explorar, aprender y crecer en su 
fe católica!  ¡El objetivo de este programa es ayudar a los niños a comprender mejor la Misa ca-

tólica y profundizar su amor por Jesús en la Eucaristía! Todos los días harán nuevos descubri-
mientos sobre su fe utilizando juegos, música, manualidades, fe y refrigerios.   Donacion dee 
$25 por niño.   ¡Se necesitan voluntarios adultos y adolescentes (grado 7 en adelante)!  ¡Por fa-
vor considere ofrecerse como voluntario! 

• Retiro de Parejas un Amor que Sana y Perdona:  Facilitador Sábado, 8 de Junio  de 8:00 AM a 

4:00PM en nuestra parroquia hermana de la Inmaculada Concepción 522 Main Street, Marydel, 
MD 21649 

• Clases de Preparación Sacramental: 
•  Próximo Año. Las inscripciones para el próximo año escolar 2024-2025 están abiertas, Inscrip-

ciones estarán abiertas hasta el 30 de agosto. Puede tomar una aplicación en el salón o en puede 
bajar la en línea.www.iccmarydel.org o visite la oficina parroquial. Se necesitan Catequistas y 
voluntarios. Si usted desea ser catequista o ayudar hable con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti 

• Escuela Bíblica de Verano en la Inmaculada Concepción: Invita a los niños a bucear EBV: Bu-
cear en la amistad con Dios. Un evento de verano para niños llamado Scuba VBS se llevará a 
cabo en La Inmaculada Concepción del lunes 5 de agosto al viernes 9 de agosto de 6 a 8:30 p. m. 
¡En Scuba, los niños exploran lo que significa tener una amistad con Dios! Los niños participan 
en actividades memorables de aprendizaje bíblico, aprenderán canciones pegadizas, juegan jue-
gos para trabajar en equipo, devoran deliciosas golosinas, experimentan aventuras bíblicas úni-
cas, harán nuevos amigos de la memoria bíblica para recordarles el amor de Dios y pondrán a 
prueba la ciencia. Experimentos divertidos que hacen volar la imaginación. Además, los niños 

aprenderán a buscar evidencia de Dios a su alrededor a través de algo llamado God Sightings. 
Cada día concluye con un Fin-tastic Finale que involucra a todos a  vivir lo que han aprendido. 
¡Se necesitan voluntarios y jóvenes mayores de 14 años para ayudar a que esta sea una gran se-
mana para todos! Comuníquese con Alicia Poppiti si tiene preguntas. 410-482-8939 o 
dre@iccmarydel.org La inscripción ya está abierta y se cerrará el 20 de julio. 
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Vacation Bible School at Ho-
ly Cross:  July 8th-12th, 

9:00AM-12:00PM 
Both the PK4-Grade 4 and the 
Grade 6th and 7th Program 

(Saint's in Training) will be 
participating in a program that 

will creatively help the children and leaders alike to 
explore, learn and grow in their Catholic Faith!  
The Goal of this program is to help the children 

better understand the Catholic Mass and deepen 
their love for Jesus in the Eucharist! 

Everyday they will make new discoveries about 
their faith using games, music, crafts, faith and 
snacks.   

Due to increased expenses in running this program 
we will be charging a $25 fee per child. If a financial 

hardship exists, please contact Tammy Korosec 
at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org to discuss options. 
Adult and teenage volunteers (grade 7 and up) 

needed!  Please consider volunteering! 
 

Stay tuned for these exciting programs! 

The Summit of Faith 
“The Eucharist distinguishes Catholic life more 

than anything else, providing the foundation for 
sacred worship and belief in Christ’s living pres-
ence within the Church. program will outline the 

teaching of the Catholic Church on the Eucharist 
and the Mass and how they lead into a robust ex-

pression of the Christian life in the world.”  
 
Divine Mercy – The Second Greatest Story Ever 

Told 
“With his characteristic skill and lucid style, Fr. 

Michael Gaitley interweaves the dramatic history of 
Poland, the transformative message of St. Faustina, 
the miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, the 

witness of St. Maximilian Kolbe, and the world-
changing papacy of Pope Saint John Paul II into a 

tapestry of wonder and beauty.” 
 
Wild Goose Series 

“Unleash the Holy Spirit in Your Life 
In this professionally filmed and cinematograph-
ically stunning series, Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR will 

lead you on an unforgettable journey around the 
world and into the very heart of God. Discover the 

immense power and beauty of the unconditional 
love of God that is the Holy Spirit.” 
Classes will begin again in September of 2024. 
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CHWC will be coming to Dover June 17-20.  If you, 
or someone you know, could use some help with 

light repairs, painting, or yard work, please 
contact Linda Darling 
at ldarling@holycrossdover.org or 302-674-5787 X12 

 

May be found on the website under Teaching the 
Faith - Sacramental Prep. 
Please return forms to the Religious Education Of-

fice no later than July 30. 
 

SRE Classes begin again in September.  Be sure to 

register now. 
 

Next Year:  Registration for Religious Education 
2024-2025 school year is open.  Registrations will be 
taken from March 1st to August 30th.   Catechists 

are always needed and helpers always welcome!! 

Register before June 30th and receive $10 off per 

family.  
 
Vacation Bible School at Immaculate Concep-

tion: Invites Children to 
Scuba VBS: Diving into 
friendship with God, 

 
 A summer kids’ event 

called Scuba VBS will be 
hosted at Immaculate 
Concep-

tion from Monday, August 5th to Friday, August 
9th 6-8:30pm.  At Scuba, kids explore what it means 

to have a friendship with God! Kids participate in 
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, devour 

yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible ad-
ventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind 

them of God’s love, and test out sciency-fun experi-
ments that get imagination bubbling. Plus, kids will 
learn to look for evidence of God all around them 

through something called God Sightings. Each day 
concludes with a Fin-tastic Finale that gets every-

one involved in living what they’ve learned.  
 
Volunteers and youth over 14 needed to help make 

this a great week for all! Contact Alicia Poppiti for 
questions.  410-482-8939 

or dre@iccmarydel.org Registration is now open 
and will close July 20th.   Monetary donations wel-
comed to defray the cost. Thank you.  
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It seemed to me that we were all set.  Our guests were scheduled to arrive at 9:00 in the morning resplendent in their royal 
blue graduation gowns.  I informed the faculty to have our students ready to give everyone a great big yahoo!!  And then I 
received a message from Mrs. Rider expressing concern over an overlap in timing. Our Kindergarteners were rising to First 
Grade, but they didn’t want to miss seeing our guests  Thank heavens for the Plan B. 

It was going to be a day filled with excitement and celebration.  Actually, it had all started the day before when two very 
handsome Holy Cross graduates showed up at the elementary door looking magnificent in their graduation gowns.  I had 
received a phone message a day or two previous from Cadet Colonel Katie Ford, a senior at First State Military Academy 
requesting permission for she and a fellow graduating Cadet, Tristin O’Leary to visit and walk the hallowed hallways of Ho-
ly Cross.  It means so much to know that the four-year span between graduation ceremonies has not erased from memory 
where it all began….at 631 South State Street.  We learned that Katie, in her four years at First State achieved the highest rank 
conferred upon a cadet at the school.  Cadet Colonel Katie Ford also achieved the highest GPA possible and served her fellow 
graduating cadet officers as class Valedictorian.  HCS is super-excited and proud that another graduating eighth grade class 
has produced yet, another high school class valedictorian.  Cadet Colonel Ford is looking forward to attending Texas A & M 
in the fall and continuing ROTC training.  Standing by her side as they entered the elementary office was graduating Cadet 
Tristin O’Leary.  Tristin is planning to attend Vanderbilt University in the fall, and plans to continue his ROTC training.  Nei-
ther of the two graduates have completely ruled out military service in the future.  May an abundance of blessings befall 
them wherever they trod. 

And 24 hours later, it was a repeat performance when six former HC students strode down the hallways in single file, in or-
der by height; each beaming with well-deserved pride in their accomplishments.  Dover High seniors Mark Bieker, Emma 
Hawk, Brendan Knox, Savannah Strauss, Kayla Tabalon, and Ashton Torbert, along with their counterparts from FSMA were 
eighth grade graduates during the pandemic in 2020, and it was their class that was affected by the school closure in the pre-
vious March. We held our graduation in July, wearing masks.  Due to pandemic restrictions they were denied the pomp and 
circumstance of what would have been.  But I recall clearly their appreciation for the Mass, the pride in receiving their certifi-
cates, and their silent determination to go out there and make a difference.  They were so excited for their freshman year to 
begin even though it meant they would all be going in separate directions. 

Four years later, they humbly requested an opportunity to return once more and walk the halls of Holy Cross.  To show us 
that they had not forgotten, to show once more their Crusader Pride and to show once more that they have always kept Holy 
Cross in their hearts.  

Very soon after we welcomed our esteemed graduates with a hearty hail and salute, I was off to a ceremony honoring those 
who are only just beginning their journey in education.  Where our high school friends began twelve years afore, we were 
promoting a very happy group of rising first graders.  They made their parents so proud as they quoted lines of scripture 
they had memorized, sang the lyrics of songs they had memorized, and recited all the words of the poem, “All I Really Need 
to  Know I Learned in Kindergarten”  because most of what we really need to know about how to live and what to do and 
how to be, we learn in Kindergarten.  We promoted forty five kindergarten students who will carry some very important 
skills in their quiver through life that they learned with Mrs. Cusatis, Mrs. Holzinger, or Mrs. Rider.  Skills, that on most of 
life’s days are more important than knowing your multiplication facts, being able to factor polynomials (I can’t believe I said 
that) or doing whatever you’re supposed to do with dangling participles.   

Life Skills learned at the tender age of five years….. 

Share with others. 
Play fair 

Don’t hit people 
Put things back where you found them 

Clean up your own mess 
Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody 
Wash your hands before you eat. 

Sing and dance. 
Play and work every day. 

When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic. 
Hold hands and stick together. 

And, love one another. 
 
Following a lovely reception in the Parish Hall, I was pondering the events of the days, the welcoming of high school gradu-
ates, the promotion of our precious kindergarteners, and later in the evening of that same day; the graduation of our eighth 
graders.  There’s the gamut right there, from start to finish, beginning to end, all in one day.   

……Please, pardon my digression, but is there ever an end?  Isn’t life one commencement followed by another?  As we jour-
ney through life, lest we forget that no matter how old we are, no matter how intelligent we become, how many awards we 
are given, no matter the achievement, you are rooted in a Catholic education, you are founded in a Catholic education, al-
ways be grateful, and remember that when you go out into the world to conquer and save us all….watch out for traffic, wash 
your hands before you eat, and don’t hit people. 



 

 10 

you at the airport baggage claim, and your suitcase isn’t finding its way to the luggage carousel? Did your 

GPS die while in the mountains of Pennsylvania, West Virginia, or New York, and your car (and you) are 

lost? Pray to St. Anthony of Padua that what is lost might be found. (But good news for those who vacation 

close to home: no one ever gets lost in the mountains of Delaware!)  

  

St. Elmo (June 2). One of the “Fourteen Holy Helpers of Christ,” St. Elmo was martyred under the reign of 

the heinous Roman Emperor Diocletian in 303. After several tortures, St. Elmo’s stomach was slit open, and 

his innards were cranked out of him via the use of a winch. Because of his terrible death, he is invoked as a 

Patron Saint against stomach ailments, seasickness, cramps, and colic. So, this summer, if you overeat, or 

you eat the wrong thing, and you find yourself getting a little bit of shpilkes (as they say in Yiddish) in your 

stomach, or if you are feeling a bit seasick (or even carsick or airsick), give a shout out to St. Elmo. Turn to 

St. Elmo in prayer for some help, and he’ll pray for you. (FYI - He’s also the St. Elmo of “St. Elmo’s Fire” 

fame – but that’s a story for another column) 

  

St. Barbara (December 4). Okay, you lovers of pyrotechnics, for whom a sparkler is merely a gateway drug 

leading to firecrackers, cherry bombs, bottle rockets, Roman candles, and skyrockets: Be careful. And if you 

are using fireworks, watching fireworks, or around fireworks, invoke the protection of St. Barbara; she is the 

Patron Saint of fireworks. Why? Was it her sparkling personality? Was she a blast to be around? No. Noth-

ing so jejune. St. Barbara is the patron saint of fireworks according to an ancient tradition which tells us that 

Barbara's beautiful long hair burst into flames when her executioner (her father!!) grabbed it as he struck the 

fatal blow. After being burned by the flaming hair, he was soon thereafter struck by lightning and con-

sumed by the resulting fire — and incinerated. This is how we learn! Thus, St. Barbara is invoked for protec-

tion against lightning and all forms of pyrotechnics. So, this year, on the Fourth of July, feel free to invoke 

St. Barbara for safety. Likewise, if you are in or around one of our wickedly powerful Delmarva lightning 

storms, call on St. Barbara 911! 

  

St. John Gualbert (July 12). Pretend you’re on the game show Jeopardy. The answer is: Wind Cave, Con-

garee, Haleakala, and Dry Tortuga. The question: What are National Parks? Lots of folks visit these places 

in the summer. The more popular ones are Acadia, Yellowstone, and Grand Teton… there are 63 in all. So, if 

perchance you find yourself in a National Park, a plain ol’ park, or a forest, and you want to pray for safety 

or a good visit there, invoke, in prayer, St. John Gualbert, the founder of the Vallombrosan Benedictine Or-

der. He is the patron saint of parks, forests, and park rangers. Why? It seems that the property on which he 

built a monastery, just east of Florence, was located on land that was barren and wild until John and his 

monks turned it into a veritable parkland by planting numerous trees and shrubs.  

  

St. Medard (June 8). Nobody wants bad weather. Yes, summer is hot – we expect that. It’s supposed to be 

hot. But you have a picnic planned or a day at the beach on the calendar, and suddenly, the sky looks like a 

scene from the opening segment of the Wizard of Oz. Fear not! Say a prayer to St. Medard, the patron saint 

invoked against bad weather. Why is he the patron saint invoked against bad weather? It seems that when 

St. Medard was a young man, he prayed to God for protection against rain during a storm, and suddenly, 

an eagle appeared over his head. The eagle hovered over St. Medard and opened its huge wingspan, which 

sheltered the young saint from the rain. 

  

Our Lady of the Snows (August 5) History tells us that on August 5, 352 A.D., a wealthy Roman couple 

pledged their fortune to the Mother of God to build a Church in her honor. In affirmation, a miraculous 

summer snowfall came, and snow from that storm fell on a specific hillside in Rome. It was taken as a sign 

to build a church dedicated to Mary on that site. And so it came to pass, the beautiful Church of Maria Mag-

giore (the Major Church of Mary in Rome) was built there. If you want to really cool off your summer, then 

pray to Our Lady of the Snows for that miraculous event to occur again. However, I don’t think our sum-

mertime visitors in Delaware and Maryland will appreciate the snow too much! And our school students 

might think it to be a waste of a perfectly good snow day (and I would agree). 

 

May God bless you and your family with a holy and joyful summer! 

  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 
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