CHURCH y fhe

HoLy CROSS

631 South State Street
Dover, Delaware

302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org

522 Main Street
Marydel, Maryland

410 482 7687
iccmarydel.org

IMMACUIATE CONCEPTION

June 23, 2024 12th Sunday Ordinary Time
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Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am

Wednesday — 8:15 am

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day,
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day)

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday, 8:30 am —10:00 am,
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Daily, 5 am—9 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
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Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish Mary, Mother of God, January 1
Assumption, August 15
DAILY MASS SC,I_[EDULE All Saints” Day, November 1
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish

Immaculate Conception, December 8
Christmas, December 25

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near




sacraments

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS

The seven Sacraments of the Church
were instituted by Christ to confer grace.
Sacrament of Baptism. Call the office to register for
Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children
in our religious education program and school are
prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First
Communion preparation.

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our
religious education program and school are prepared
for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-
cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-
munion to the Sick, contact our parish office.

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults
seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning
for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or
deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction.

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe
you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please
contact one of our parish priests.

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family
member must make the request. Late night
requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day.

happenings

Summer Office Hours
Holy Cross is on Summer Office hours.
We will be open from 9 am to 1 pm Mon-
day through Thursday. Offices are closed
on Friday.

HB 140— Assisted Suicide Bill
Physician assisted suicide legalizes and nor-
malizes the taking of a human life. There are
enough tragic suicides in our community
already. What message are we giving our
young people when the state sanctions sui-
cide? We need to help and support the phys-
ically and mentally ill in our community,
not assist them in taking their own lives.
Ask your Delaware State Senator to not sup-
port HB 140. For more information, and to
send an email to your Senator, vis-
it cdow.org/StopAssistedSuicide.

ONE BODY ONE SPIRIT IN CHRIST
ANNUAL APPEAL

We strive towards our goals, and every
small act of generosity helps us go further.
It's not just about meeting a target—
touching lives, healing and helping, teach-
ing and nurturing. If you haven't yet partic-
ipated in this year's appeal, consider what
your support can achieve. Although it's a
financial contribution, your participation is a
statement of our solidarity as a parish family
and our commitment to the Gospel's call to
serve the least among us.
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WEEKLY OFFERING (HC)
Ending June 9, 2024
OFliIl::?l;l'EORY RECEIVED B[[J\]DEigEEDD/ DIFFERENCE
Regular | $31,200 $26,950 $4,250
YTD $1,333,182 | $1,346,100 | ($12,918)
Needs $1,640 $1,717 $77)
WEEKLY OFFERING (ICC)
Ending June 9, 2024
%F]],EEERTORY RECEIVED
Regular $3,851
and Cor- [ g,
lection

Thank you to all advertisers in
our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

If you know of someone who would
like to advertise in the bulletin,
please contact

Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200.
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Dear Parishioners,

About seven or eight years ago, following a week
off one summer, I wrote a column about the first
American Priest and my visit to his place of rest in
Pennsylvania. With summer upon us and folks
getting ready to travel hither and yon, I thought this
might be a good time to revisit the topic of the first
American priest (i.e., the first priest ordained in
America), his background, and where to go to make
a pilgrimage to view his grave. Here’s the story:

Fields of Dreams. During my time away each sum-
mer, I am usually blessed to be able to see several
minor-league baseball games. As is my wont, I do
enjoy spending my downtime watching minor
league baseball (or, as I like to put it, watching the
teams that enjoy the gameplay, not the game pay).
Thus, I often see games throughout Pennsylvania in
varied locales such as Williamsport, State College,
Altoona, Washington (Penn.), and even distant
(northwest corner of the state) Erie! For me, baseball
carries a very spiritual edge — it serves as an analogy
for life, perseverance, and faithfulness. And adding
to its spiritual value is its economic value! At a mi-
nor league game, I can get a general admission seat
for about $6-8 or get a seat dead-center behind home
plate for $14-16. For about $20, I get great seats, a
hot dog, Crackerjacks, and a beer. Heavenly! (For
comparison, going to a Phillies game, getting seats
behind home plate, a hot dog, Crackerjacks, and a
beer would require me going to the bank and secu-
ring a loan).

Grave Matter. Baseball aside, another trip I often
make while visiting Central Pennsylvania is a pil-
grimage to the tomb of the first American Priest.
The tomb of Fr. Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin is
located in the town of Loretto, Pennsylvania (just a
mile or so away from St. Francis University). As far
as American priests go, it was Fr. Gallitzin who got
the ball rolling for all of us. His remains are en-
tombed in a crypt just outside of the Basilica of St.
Michael the Archangel, on St. Mary Street in Loretto
(FYIL: Almost every street in Loretto is named for a

saint). And so, whenever I'm in Central Pennsylva-

nia, I stop to venerate his memory and his remains
with prayers.

Unorthodox. So, what's the story of Fr. Gallitzin, the
first American priest? Demetrius Gallitzin was born
the first son of Russia’s Prince Dmitri Gallitzin, who
at the time was Russian Empress Catherine the
Great’s ambassador to Holland. At that time, Hol-

land was a French-influenced nation, and thus, De-
metrius was schooled in French and Russian. In
terms of religion, he was raised in the Russian Or-
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thodox faith but converted to Catholicism at the
age of 17.

True Conversion. His conversion to Catholicism
began a few years earlier, at around 14 years of
age. In his own words, he related his conversion
as a matter of being “convinced of the necessity of
investigating the different religious systems, in order
to find the true one.” He stated that although he
was born into the Orthodox faith and that while
“all my male relations, without exception, were either
[Orthodox] or Protestants, yet did I resolve to em-
brace that religion only, which, upon impartial in-
quiry, should appear to me to be the pure religion of
Jesus Christ. My choice fell upon the Catholic
Church.”

In the Catholic Church, Out of Russia. At his
Confirmation, he took the name Augustine — af-
ter the great St. Augustine of Hippo, one of the

Church’s most famous converts. Demetrius Au-

gustine’s conversion didn’t sit well with his Fa-
ther, nor with the powers-that-be in Russia. You
see, since Demetrius was no longer Russian Or-
thodox, he could not -- as planned -- be installed
as a princely military leader in Russia. It was
eventually decided that a Prince should gain
worldly experience on his own, so he was sent to
learn about the newly formed nation called the
United States.

Alias Augie. On October 28, 1792, Demetrius
landed in Baltimore and was greeted by Bishop
John Carroll, Bishop of Baltimore (which at that
time covered the whole United States). Soon
thereafter, Demetrius abandoned his entourage
and renounced his royal title. He then assumed
the name Augustine Smith — to mix in with the
American population more easily. He was
moved by the many needs of the Church in
America that he saw. Demetrius remembered
that back in Europe, the Catholic Church and its
priests were everywhere, while here in America,
the Catholic population was growing, but priests
were few in number. Seeing this problem, he
committed whatever wealth he had, and indeed
his life, to the service of the Catholic Church in
America.

Nyet. Against the heated objections of his family
(who gave a resounding “nyet”) and his home
nation of Russia (which also gave a resounding
“nyet”), but with the blessing of Bishop Carroll,
Demetrius began his studies for the Priesthood at

the newly established St. Mary’s Seminary in

Baltimore, Maryland. To move the story along,
let me just say that yada, yada, yada, on March
(continued on page 10)
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connections

HC & ICC CLERGY

Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini, V. F.
Rev. Brennan Ferris
Rev. John Hynes

HC CLERGY

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
In Residence

Mr. Philip Belt Deacon
Mr. John Harvey Deacon
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon
Mr. Vincent Pisano Deacon
ICC CLERGY

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon
HC STAFF

Parish Office 302 674 5787
Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110
Diane Belt Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113
Kenneth Trojan Business Manager, ext. 119
Michele Dornberger Records/Asst. Bus. Mgr., ext. 116

Arline Dosman
Tammy Korosec
Linda Darling
Justin Wurzel

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18
CRE Religious Ed, ext 122

Youth Ministry, ext. 123
Maintenance Director

Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302

MAILING ADDRESS
Church of the Holy Cross

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

ICC STAFF

Parish Office 410 482 7687
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed.
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper

Arline Dosman

MAILING ADDRESS
Immaculate Conception Church
P. O. Box 399

Marydel, MD 21649-0399

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL

Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8
302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org/school

Linda Pollitt

MAILING ADDRESS
Holy Cross School

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

Principal, ext. 111
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13TH SUNDAY ORD TIME (JUN 23)
FIRST READING: WISDOM 1:13-15; 2:23-24
SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7,9, 13-
15

GOSPEL: MARK 5:21-43

SAVE THE DATE FOR A SPIRITUAL
JOURNEY! EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS,
OCTOBER 5, 2024

Join Bishop Koenig and our diocesan family on
October 5, 2024 at the Ocean City Convention
Center for the Eucharistic Congress, “The Eu-
charist: The Source and Summit.” This day-
long event will deepen our faith and strengthen
our community through worship, reflection,
and celebration. Don’t miss this powerful op-
portunity to reconnect with the core of our
Catholic identity!

A PARISHIONER'S PRAYER

My parish is composed of people like me.

I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I
am.

It will be holy, if I am,

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.

It will do great work, if I work.

It will be prayerful, if I pray.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I
am a generous giver.

It will bring others into worship, if I invite and
bring them.

It will be parish of loyalty and love, of fearless-
ness and faith, of compassion, charity and mer-
cy, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with
these same things.

Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedicate
myself to the task of being all things that I want
my parish to be. Amen.

THANKS

The Sodality Group would like to thank the pa-
rishioners for the great participation with the
Bake Sales held for Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day. We had an excellent response from every-
one buying the delicious baked good. Also con-
gratulations to Kate Meire and Calor Cookie
Lacey who won raffles drawn on those days.
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Our condolences to the families of :

e John Stant, Jr.

¢ Nancy Hartnett

¢ Diane Chambers

¢ William Hermance

May the souls of the faithful departed, rest in
peace. Amen.

NEWLY REGISTERED

Welcome to our newest registered members:

e Michael, Sheryl and Eli i, e
Lachaona 0%‘%”
‘%VVGIC()IH(‘
TN

e Jose, Bridget and Dan-
iella Frias
¢ John and Renae Rebar

RECENTLY BAPTIZED

Congratulations to the families of our newly
baptized:

e Stella Ann Lopez

e Ikemsinachukwu Leo Onwuakpa

e Patrick Daniel McNally

e Cameron Taylor McNally

¢ Brittney Enare Obale

RESPECT LIFE GROUP

Our mission is to promote awareness and respect for
the sanctity of human life from the moment of con-
ception to natural death.

Pro-Life Americans Celebrate Report Show-
ing 0 Abortions in Arkansas

The Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) re-
leased its 2023 yearly report on abortions. The report
indicates that zero abortions were reported in the
state last year, even abortions needed to save the life
of the mother. This is a big indicator that abortion is
absolutely not necessary.

In June of 2022, when Roe v Wade was overturned,
Arkansas law prohibited abortions in all cases, ex-
cept to save the life of a mother. ACH reported that
prior to the Dobbs decision, there were an average
of 3,200 abortions per year in the state, as National
Catholic register reported....

These numbers do not include abortions that took
place via chemical abortions through mail-order
abortions pills — nor any abortions that took place
but were not properly documented.

Source: LifeNews.com, June 11, 2024.

Upcoming events/dates:

Prayer Vigil @ Planned Parenthood —*

Thursdays 8:45-Noon: Please come for an hour or
more.

Friday: Volunteers needed. Will you commit to two

MASS INTENTION

JUNE
24 MONDAY
HC 8:00 am Father’s Day Novena
25 TUESDAY
HC 8:00 am Matthew P. Kropiewnicki

26 WEDNESDAY
HC 8:15 am Bonnie A. & Tom Loughran

27 THURSDAY

HC 8:00 am Carmella Jones
ICC7:00 pm  For the People
28 FRIDAY

HC 8:00 am Pasquale Lentini

29 SATURDAY

HC 8:00 am John Dyba

HC 5:00 pm Gerald Schurtz

30 SUNDAY

HC 7:30 am Frances P. & Harry F. Hettinger, Sr.
ICC8:30am  Bernard & Eileen Thompson

HC 9:30 am Alan Molina

ICC11:00 am  Claudia Maria Ibonez

HC11:30 am  For the People

ICC1:00 pm  For the People

The Sanctuary Lamp in the church is lit for (LI) Al-
thea Frank from June 23-29.

Fridays/month? These fulfill our Corporal and Spiritual
Works of Mercy.

FALL 40 Days for Life: Sept. 25th to November 3rd.
Sign Ups start in July. Can you schedule in 1 hour a week
to be with us at the sidewalk, like a doctor appointment. If
not every week, will you commit to twice a month? We are
the last line of defense these babies have! (*Training re-
quired.)

*Text Donna Latteri 862-266-1099

WOMEN'’S RETREAT

We wish to invite the women of Holy Cross, their
daughters and friends to a weekend retreat with Je-
sus and his mother Mary, Our Lady of Peace.

The retreat will be held at the Malvern Retreat House
in Malvern, PA September

13-15, 2024. You can register by calling the retreat
house 610-644-0400 or email at

http:// www.malvernretreat.com/events/
midseptember-2024

For more information you may call Claire Sheppard
at 302-598-4922 or email Claire

at plazaire@verizon.net. Cost is $275 for the weekend
retreat or $75. If you wish to attend virtually.

PAGE 5
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EMHC SERVERS
M. Phillips M. Sirolli N. Klaus
5:00 P.Sheldon N. Sirolli Z. Klaus
PM
LECTORS
D. Dixon
7:30 T.Dinan L. L:uckett B. Richardson

AM M. Jacobs J. Salamone L. Richardson

LECTORS

C. Cuffee

P
N

9:30 T.Arndt K. Boyer M. Ford
AM D. Banach R. Wiley E. Ksenich
C. Pepper

LECTORS

T. Baurys
S. Ford

11:30 T.Hernandez M. Richard TBD
AM

E. Pastoriza
LECTORS

TBD

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

TBD
8:30
AM LECTORS
K. Cairns
TBF
11:00
LECTORS
AM
L. Soule
1:00 TBD
PM

Have YOU ever thought of becoming a Lector, an
Extra-Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion for
Mass or to the homebound? We would love to
have you join our other volunteers in these vari-

ous ministries.

Please all Holy Cross Parish Office or Immaculate
Conception Parish Office if you would like to sign
up for any of these ministries. We certainly can
use your help and would love to have you join
your fellow parishioners in these areas. We pray
you will consider God’s calling for you to help

out.

ADORATION CHAPEL

Can you spare an hour to spend
with Jesus? Our Adoration Chapel $
is open from 5 am to 9 pm Monday =
through Sunday. We have open-

ings. Call or text John Murphy at 302-233-1779
or email him at jkm2015@verizon.net to
schedule.

SUNDAY 7 am, 4 pm, 5pm

MONDAY 5pm
WEDNESDAY 4Pm

SATURDAY  ©am,9am, 10 am, 11 am,
12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,
8 pm
CATHOLIC FORUM

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. This week,
we chat with the Catholic Chaplain to the Wil-
mington VA Hospital, Father Donald VanAlstyne,
MIC. The Catholic Forum podcast on Apple,
Spotify, iHeartRadio, Amazon Music podcasts and
YouTube.com/Dioceseof Wilm debuts every
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.; and on Relevant Radio
640 every Saturday afternoons at 1:30.

PLEASE NOTE
As you certainly have
noticed, the parking lot
for the school and church
at Holy Cross has many
potholes. Well, we final-
ly have a contract with a
company who will be repairing and redoing the
entire lot, front and back.

The work is scheduled to be done the week of
July 1 through the morning of July 6. Weekday
Masses from July 1 through the morning of July
6 will be held at Immaculate Conception in
Marydel.

We ask anyone coming to the Parish Office on
July 1, 2 or 3 to please park in the hospital lot
and walk back to the office. The Parish Office
will be closed on July 4 and 5 due to the holi-
day.

The food pantry will also be closed the week of
July 1 through July 6. No donations can be
dropped off, nor will any food be distributed
that week.

The Adoration Chapel will also be closed July 1
through July 6 at Noon.

Thanks for your cooperation in staying off prop-
erty during these days of the lot being repaired.

Jeu} 3 sIy}



Felicitaciones a todos nuestros jovenes que se graduaron de nuestras escuelas primarias, secunda-
rias y universitarias del area de Delmarva. Que el Sefior los guie y puedan mirar con esperanza al
futuro y luchar por alcanzar sus metas, siempre con la mirada y la confianza en Dios. Bendiciones
Carlo Acutis se convertira en el primer santo milenio de la Iglesia Catdlica. Desde que recibio la
Primera Comunidn a los 7 afos de edad nunca ha faltado a la cita cotidiana con la Santa Misa. Siem-
pre, antes o después de la celebracion eucaristica, se quedaba delante del Sagrario para adorar al
Senor realmente presente en el Santisimo Sacramento. La Virgen era su gran confidente y nunca de-
jaba de honrarla rezando cada dia el Santo Rosario. La modernidad y la actualidad de Carlo conju-
gan perfectamente con su profunda vida eucaristica y devocion mariana, que han contribuido a que
llegase a ser un chico muy especial al que todos admiraban y amaban. ” Carlo decia que nuestra
Brujula tiene que ser la Palabra de Dios, con la que tenemos que confrontarnos constantemente. Pero
para una Meta tan alta hacen falta Medios muy especiales: los Sacramentos y la oraciéon. En especial,
Carlo situaba en el centro de su vida el Sacramento de la Eucaristia que llamaba “mi autopista hacia
el Cielo”.

Educacion Religiosa: Las inscripciones para la Educacion Religiosa estan abiertas, las aplicaciones
estan en linea o vaya a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa. Tiempo para inscribir a su hijo(a) para las
clases de Educacion Religiosa para el Afio Escolar 2024-2025! (K-8 ONLY) Para candidatos a la Con-
firmacién tienen que estar en el novena grado o mas alto para inscribirse vaya al link: https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.

Nuevos para 2024! Un descuento de $10 si se inscriben antes del 28 de junio, 2024. (K-8 solamente)
Escuela Biblica de Verano: Julio-12, 9:00AM-12:00PM; Tanto el programa PK4-Grade 4 como el de
sexto y séptimo grado ( Santos en entrenamiento/Saint's in Training) participaran en un programa
que ayudara creativamente a los nifios y a los lideres a explorar, aprender y crecer en su fe catolica!
iEl objetivo de este programa es ayudar a los nifios a comprender mejor la Misa catdlica y profundi-
zar su amor por Jesus en la Eucaristial Todos los dias haran nuevos descubrimientos sobre su fe uti-
lizando juegos, musica, manualidades, fe y refrigerios. Donacion de $25 por nifio. jSe necesitan
voluntarios adultos y adolescentes (grado 7 en adelante)! jPor favor considere ofrecerse como vo-
luntario!

Confirmacion para Adultos: Si usted es mayor de 18afios de edad y no se ha recibido su sacramento
de la Confirmacidn las clases de preparacion empezaran pronto. Habra Confirmaciones de Adultos
Hispano el domingo 13 de octubre en espafiol. Para mas informacion hable con La Sra. Arline Dos-
man o el Sr. Antonio Luna o llame a la oficina de la parroquia al 302-674-5787 ext. 118.

Si usted estd interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector, ministerio de musica,
ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la Comunion, Arte y Ambientacién, dar Clases Pre - bautismales.
Por favor hable con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118

ICC

Clases de Preparacion Sacramental:

Préximo Ano. Las inscripciones para el proximo afo escolar 2024-2025 estan abiertas, Inscripciones
estardn abiertas hasta el 30 de agosto. Puede tomar una aplicacion en el salén o en puede bajar la en
linea.www.iccmarydel.org o visite la oficina parroquial. Se necesitan Catequistas y voluntarios. Si
usted desea ser catequista o ayudar hable con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti
Escuela Biblica de Verano en la Inmaculada Concepcion: Invita a los nifios a bucear EBV: Bucear en
la amistad con Dios. Un evento de verano para nifios llamado Scuba VBS se llevara a cabo en La In-
maculada Concepcion del lunes 5 de agosto al viernes 9 de agosto de 6 a 8:30 p. m. jEn Scuba, los
nifnos exploran lo que significa tener una amistad con Dios! Los nifios participan en actividades me-
morables de aprendizaje biblico, aprenderan canciones pegadizas, juegan juegos para trabajar en
equipo, devoran deliciosas golosinas, experimentan aventuras biblicas tinicas, haran nuevos amigos
de la memoria biblica para recordarles el amor de Dios y pondran a prueba la ciencia. Experimentos
divertidos que hacen volar la imaginacion. Ademas, los nifios aprenderan a buscar evidencia de
Dios a su alrededor a través de algo llamado God Sightings. Cada dia concluye con un Fin-tastic Fi-
nale que involucra a todos a vivir lo que han aprendido. ;Se necesitan voluntarios y jovenes mayo-
res de 14 afnos para ayudar a que esta sea una gran semana para todos! Comuniquese con Alicia
Poppiti si tiene preguntas. 410-482-8939 o dre@iccmarydel.org La inscripcion ya esta abierta y se ce-
rrara el 20 de julio.

[ peprunuwod
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faith formation

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(HO)

Vacation Bible School at Ho-
ly Cross: July 8th-12th,
9:00AM-12:00PM

Both the PK4-Grade 4 and the
Grade 6th and 7th Program
(Saint's in Training) will be
participating in a program that
will creatively help the children and leaders alike to
explore, learn and grow in their Catholic Faith!

The Goal of this program is to help the children
better understand the Catholic Mass and deepen
their love for Jesus in the Eucharist!

Everyday they will make new discoveries about
their faith using games, music, crafts, faith and
snacks.

Due to increased expenses in running this program
we will be charging a $25 fee per child. If a financial
hardship exists, please contact Tammy Korosec

at tkorosec@holycrossdover.org to discuss options.
Adult and teenage volunteers (grade 7 and up)
needed! Please consider volunteering!

WE|RE{HOSTING

__THE MASS COMES ALIVE _

\VBSITHISISUMMER!,

COMING THE 24-25 ADULT EDUCATION STUDY
GROUP YEAR!

Stay tuned for these exciting programs!

The Summit of Faith

“The Eucharist distinguishes Catholic life more
than anything else, providing the foundation for
sacred worship and belief in Christ’s living pres-
ence within the Church. program will outline the
teaching of the Catholic Church on the Eucharist
and the Mass and how they lead into a robust ex-
pression of the Christian life in the world.”

Divine Mercy — The Second Greatest Story Ever
Told

“With his characteristic skill and lucid style, Fr.
Michael Gaitley interweaves the dramatic history of
Poland, the transformative message of St. Faustina,
the miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, the
witness of St. Maximilian Kolbe, and the world-
changing papacy of Pope Saint John Paul Il into a
tapestry of wonder and beauty.”

Wild Goose Series

“Unleash the Holy Spirit in Your Life

In this professionally filmed and cinematograph-
ically stunning series, Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR will
lead you on an unforgettable journey around the
world and into the very heart of God. Discover the
immense power and beauty of the unconditional
love of God that is the Holy Spirit.”

Classes will begin again in September of 2024.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

CATHOLIC HEART WORK CAMP AT HC

CHWC will be coming to Dover June 17-20. If you,
or someone you know, could use some help with
light repairs, painting, or yard work, please

contact Linda Darling

at ldarling@holycrossdover.org or 302-674-5787 X12

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION FORMS:

May be found on the website under Teaching the
Faith - Sacramental Prep.

Please return forms to the Religious Education Of-
fice no later than July 30.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT IMMACUIATE CON-
CEPTION:

SRE Classes begin again in September. Be sure to
register now.

Next Year: Registration for Religious Education
2024-2025 school year is open. Registrations will be
taken from March 1st to August 30th. Catechists
are always needed and helpers always welcome!!
Register before June 30th and receive $10 off per
family.

Vacation Bible School at Immaculate Conception:
Invites Children to Scuba
VBS: Diving into friend-
ship with God ~ WE
NEED YOU! Volunteer
and register children
now. Help still need-

ed. Contact Ms. Alicia
today!

A summer kids” event called Scuba VBS will be
hosted at Immaculate Conception from Monday,
August 5th to Friday, August 9th 6-8:30pm. At
Scuba, kids explore what it means to have a friend-
ship with God! Kids participate in memorable Bible
-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play team-
work-building games, devour yummy treats, expe-
rience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible
Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love,
and test out sciency-fun experiments that get imagi-
nation bubbling. Plus, kids will learn to look for
evidence of God all around them through some-
thing called God Sightings. Each day concludes
with a Fin-tastic Finale that gets everyone involved
in living what they’ve learned. Volunteers and
youth over 14 needed to help make this a great
week for all! Contact Alicia Poppiti for ques-

tions. 410-482-8939

or dre@iccmarydel.org Registration is now open
and will close July 20th. Monetary donations are
welcomed to defray the cost. Thank you.



It has been said that when one is faced with having to do the difficult, overcome a challenge, or climb the dreaded
mountain, the more often the arduous task is performed, the easier it gets. I would respectfully disagree. Now, I sup-
pose there are certain tasks to which that adage might well apply. For example solving Math problems. It is certainly
true that a student will grow in confidence and adept in finding the sometimes, illusive solution. Riding a bike, ice
skating, learning to read, or playing a musical instrument, all become much easier with time and practice and the occa-
sional “you got this!” from your cheerleaders.

But the one thing that never seems to get any easier is having to say good-bye.
In the past weeks, I have had to say good-bye too many times. It hasn’t gotten any easier.

Sadly, in the past two weeks I have had to have two of my precious cats euthanized. Scraggy, the oldest was twenty.
She had given us all the love she had to give, and it finally came down to the question---who are we trying to prolong
her life for; us or her? The honest answer was us. There is nothing sweet in the sorrow of parting.

In the last days of coming to terms with Scraggy, I mentioned to my husband that I wasn’t very happy in the changes I
was observing in one of our other kitties. Pipsy was young, I wasn’t sure what to attribute her symptoms to. It was
back to see Dr. Vet. We attempted a medicinal approach to treat her symptoms. Two days later we were back in his
office. I had noticed another development in her rapid downward spiral. The diagnosis of lung cancer was a shock.
Pipsy was only nine years old when she passed away peacefully in my arms.

Over years of working together, relationships, friendships, and bonds are formed. But, there is no forever and always
because changes in the life necessitate ....change. People are forced to go separate ways when duty to family calls, or
when the decision to walk a different path provides a certain peace of heart and mind.

It never got any easier with each good-bye that had be said.

Mrs. Lindsay Knox is leaving Holy Cross. She will be moving across the country, (not too far from my former neigh-
bors, actually) as her son enters college. Mrs. Knox came to Holy Cross back in 2015 and has become a highly respect-
ed first grade teacher. Those who know Mrs. Knox will attest to her mild-mannered, reserved personality who gives
life to President Theodore Roosevelt’s words of wisdom when he advised all to “speak softly and carry a big stick...
you will go far!” But, gosh Mrs. Knox...all the way across the country?? I wish you Godspeed. Thank you for every-
thing.

Mrs. Stephanie Seeney is leaving Holy Cross. She has been a part of the HC family since 2002. Beginning her days
teaching second grade, she found a comfortable niche in fourth grade a few years later. Teaching Math, Science and
Social Studies to her fourth-grade students was the perfect combination. Her students loved her, and she loved her
students. She loved decorating her classroom, she loved her classroom pets, she loved watching her daughters grow
up attending HCS and become great volley-ball players. But she loves her family most of all. It is for family reasons
that Mrs. Seeney moves on. I wish her Godspeed and much happiness in the days ahead.

Mrs. Hannah Smallwood is leaving Holy Cross. Mrs. Smallwood, a graduate of Holy Cross School has served her al-
ma-mater for the past two years as the Classroom Aide to Mrs. Allen in the TYO Room. She has fallen in love with the
children and would like to return to Holy Cross following the completion of her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood
Education/Special Education. We are truly grateful for Mrs. Smallwood’s service in the TYO Room. It is uncharted
territory for many, but Mrs. Smallwood seems to have found her happy place with her little friends. Keep smiling,
Mrs. Smallwood. May you find your way back to HC in the future. You have much to share.

Mrs. Theresa Thompson is leaving Holy Cross. In her abbreviated time with us, she certainly made an impact on her
fifth-grade students. Whether they were writing different types of poetry, or writing a “How-To” paper or demon-
strating how to make scrambled eggs, or making a model of the ocean floor, her students were always well-engaged in
the instruction. Teaching English, Science and Religion, Mrs. Thomson was always looking for a different approach, a
different way to grab her student’s attention. She was always successful. Leaving a career in education that spans
many years and many different grade levels, her students have been blessed in having her as teacher. In retirement,
Mrs. Thompson will be found enjoying her time in the garden as well as concocting delicious morsels in her kitchen.
Thank you for everything you have done for Holy Cross. Your time with us too quickly came to an end. God bless.

Mrs. Patricia Wegemer is leaving Holy Cross. Thirty-four years ago she began teaching in the Pre-K program. A de-
termined personality by nature, she never gave up on a child. Four-year old children can present quite the challenge.
Her list of success stories is lengthy. I will always recall fondly the lessons in the Resurrection eggs, how well the chil-
dren remembered the significance of each symbol. Ilooked forward to St. Patrick’s Day after the leprechauns had
come in and “ransacked” the classroom. Mrs. Wegemer always enjoyed the eighth-grade/Pre-K prayer partner get-
togethers. I remember clearly one of the annual shared times with big and little was when we all took part in the
Olympic Games. Mrs. W. brought a smile-a-mile every day and will embrace fond memories of her I'il angels in retire-
ment. Godspeed, Mrs. W. Thank you for everything.
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astor’s column continued

18, 1795, Demetrius was ordained to the Priesthood. While other Priests from Europe had been imported
into the United States, it was Fr. Gallitzin who was the very first Priest to receive all the minor orders
(tonsure, porter, lector, acolyte, and exorcist) as well as the major orders of sub-deacon and deacon, leading
to priesthood, in this country. Thus, he became the first American priest (i.e., the first priest ordained in the
young nation of the United States of America).

King of the Wild Frontier. In 1799, Fr. Gallitzin was assigned to Pennsylvanian frontier territory at
McGuire's Settlement atop Allegheny Mountain in the central part of the State. He renamed the McGuire
Settlement “Loretto,” in honor of the city in Italy, which houses the remains of the house of our Blessed
Mother Mary. Fr. Gallitzin spent the next 41 years building up the Catholic outpost at Loretto and creating
the first English-speaking Catholic settlement west of the Alleghenies. During his years in Loretto, Fr.
Gallitzin purchased much of the surrounding land with his remaining funds (and indeed, later went into
debt to continue building up the area) and welcomed Catholic settlers to develop those lands. He also built,
at his own expense, mills, tanneries, and other industrial sites for the benefit of his flock’s livelihood. Of par-

ticular note, Fr. Gallitzin built the local Church in Loretto; he dedicated it to St. Michael the Archangel in a
nod to his Russian ancestry.

In His Words. Worth noting, Fr. Gallitzin wrote to his Bishop — Bishop Carroll of Baltimore — about his
early progress in these words:

“Our church, which was only begun in harvest, got finished fit for service the night before Christmas. It is about 44
feet long by 25, built of white pine logs with a very good shingle roof. I kept service in it at Christmas for the first
time. There is also a house built for me, 16 feet by 14, besides a little kitchen and a stable.”

Meanwhile, Back in Russia. While Fr. Gallitzin began his good work in earnest in the United States, his
rejection of the Orthodox faith and his — not just becoming Catholic but — becoming a Catholic Priest
stuck in the craw of Russia’s royal time. The Russian Czar was particularly affronted. He said he would not
forgive the Prince for “betraying the name of Gallitzin” by becoming a Catholic priest. This decrying escalated
quickly, and as a result, in 1808, Fr. Gallitzin received a letter saying, "It has been decided that by reason of your
Catholic Faith, and your ecclesiastical profession, you cannot be admitted a share of your late father’s property.” But
this decision did not particularly affect Fr. Gallitzin, as he did not put much stock in worldly wealth. Thus,
he continued unabated in doing the good works of Jesus Christ and building up the Catholic Church in
Pennsylvania... and, indeed, in America.

The Results! Fr. Gallitzin’s good works, his good beginnings, and his holy efforts paid off — as today in
Pennsylvania, over one-quarter (3.5 million) of the state’s population is Catholic! So, this Russian prince
who gave up everything to come to America, become a priest, and then devote his life to being the shep-
herd of the faithful in the rural outposts of central Pennsylvania did extraordinary things that had such a
significant impact on generations that followed.

Of Priests, Princes, and Pizza. After a life of serving Christ and the faithful Catholics of the American fron-
tier, an impoverished Fr. Gallitzen died in 1840, revered as the Apostle of the Alleghenies. He is interred in
front of what is now the Basilica of St. Michael the Archangel. An additional site in his memory of the Priest

-Prince is found five miles away from his tomb: the town of Gallitzin, Pennsylvania — where a stop at Mazz’s
Pizza could be deemed a visit to a sacred site in the gastronomic sense.

The Big Question. And so, to answer the question, “How do you spend your summer vacation?” Most
years, I am able to say I spend it watching baseball, reading, praying, driving, and visiting the tomb of a
great servant of God, Fr. Gallitzin, the first American priest who began making his way to the Priesthood in
another country (Russia), in another faith (Russian Orthodox) and in a different manner of life (as a Russian
Prince). But this wholly holy man made the long journey from Russia to America, from Russian Orthodox
to Catholicism, and from Prince to Priest.

Fr. Gallitzin’s place of rest is a beautiful, spiritual, holy site that serves as a powerful reminder of the amaz-
ing history of the Catholic Church in these United States, and the sacrifices made to build it. A sign posted
by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission sums up well the reason for my regular visits:

“Here is the tomb of the Russian priest-prince who gave up a life of ease for a frontier mission. Founder of Loretto,
Catholic Colony, 1799. St. Michael’s is on the site of his chapel. He died here May 6, 1840.”

Yours in Christ,
Fr. James Lentini, Pastor
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