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HoLy CROSS

631 South State Street
Dover, Delaware

302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org
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School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm!
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SCHOOLS OFFICE HOURS
U School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

P>~ SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
' l Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm
O Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish

_C DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sat-

urday, 8 am

Wednesday — 8:15 am

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day,

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day)

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am,
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Daily, 5 am—9 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-1 pm
Closed Wednesday and Friday

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, 8:30, 11 am
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish

O
O
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522 Main Street
Marydel, Maryland

410 482 7687
iccmarydel.org

IMMACUIATE CONCEPTION

HE SPORKE

[0 1110771 anothier

PARABIE:

MATTHEW 1335

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE (HC AND ICC)
Mary, Mother of God, January 1

Assumption, August 15

All Saints” Day, November 1

Immaculate Conception, December 8
Christmas, December 25

-

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be

printed in the bulletin as each one draws near



sacraments

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS
The seven Sacraments of the Church
were instituted by Christ to confer grace.
Sacrament of Baptism. Call the office to register
for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults
seeking to enter the Church and be Baptized, con-
tact our Religious Education Office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Chil-
dren in our religious education program and school
are prepared for Confession at age seven as part of
First Communion preparation.

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our
religious education program and school are pre-
pared for First Communion at age seven. Adults
seeking First Communion should contact our Reli-
gious Education Office. To request a visitation for
Holy Communion to the Sick, contact our parish
office.

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our

parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education Of-
fice.

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for Mar-
riage are to contact a parish priest or deacon one
year in advance to set the wedding date and plan
for pre-Cana instruction.

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the
Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our
parish priests.

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a
Priest, a person or an immediate family member
must make the request. Late night requests may not
be able to be answered until the next day.

®
N SUMMER HOURS WEEKLY OFFERING (HC) vp
bD Both Holy Cross and Ending July 12, 2026 8
g Immaculate Conception
oy are on their Summer OFFERTORY S — 2
g Hours through Labor [_IAPPY o m
Q) Day. M Regular $26,935.50 H
Holy Cross will be open
& Monday through Second $727.00 %
CS Thursday from 9 am to 1 pm. Office is closed :_‘
c on friday. WEEKLY OFFERING (ICC) =
Immaculate Conception will be open Monday, Ending July 12, 2026 ’-G
Tuesday and Thursdays from 9 am to 1 pm.
Office is closed on Wednesday and Friday. Ree o RECEIVED
COUNTERS NEEDED Regular $4,571.00
ek Voltons Volunteers Needed! If you have some
spare time on Monday mornings, and Second $471.00

m would like to help the Parish Office
count the donations that came during
the weekend Masses, please call the Parish Office at
302-674-5787, ext. 110 to leave your name and
contact information. We are hoping to establish sev-
eral counting teams to help with this task each
week.

ATTENTION MINISTRY LEADERS

Please kindly, send an email to Vivian Alvarado, at
parishadmin@holycrossdover.org with information
on what ministry you lead and your contact
information. Thank you!
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Thank you to all advertisers in
our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

If vou know of someone who would
like to advertise in the bulletin,
please contact
Diocesan Publications at

800-233-8200.




A Word from your Administrator...

Jesus taught in parables. That
was His genre for a reason. As
the Gospel says today, “He
taught only in parables...to re-
~ veal what has been laid hidden
form the beginning.” A parable
invites us into the familiar. We
have ideas about where the para-
ble is going and then the twist or reversal comes. The possibility was
there all of the time but we didn’t see it. The very use of parables brings
to life the message of Jesus. The kingdom of God is at hand. There is
something familiar about it. We taste it here. We have ideas about it.
But it is more. And all of its secrets were right in front of us because the
kingdom of God is a response to human need and desire in the truest
sense.

May these parables about seeds make us more aware of the amazing
way that God reveals beauty, abundance and food to nourish us. Re-
flecting on the mystery of the seed may we believe in the possibilities
with God who tends to us. May we see the pathway to His kingdom.

Celebrating the good ground of hope God has given to us.

Fr. Carroll

Faith & Charity Annual Catholic Appeal

Correction — Last week’s bulletin included Appeal information that was
not correct for Holy Cross or Immaculate Conception. I ended up send-
ing information for St Elizabeth Ann Seton.

At present Holy Cross is $167,867 towards its $235,000 target. Our % of
participation is only at 10% or 385 of 3856 parishioners. Immaculate
Conception is $18,040 of its $25,625 target or 13% of its parishioners. If
you have not had the opportunity to make a contribution of any
amount, there is still time. Acknowledge how the diocese is currently
taking care of your parish as one of the many ways that the diocese
serves this church locally. Contributions can be made online

at www.cdow.org/FAC - Thank you! Fr. Carroll

PAGE 3

MONDAY
July 20
Weekday
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8
Mt 12:38-42

TUESDAY
July 21
Weekday
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20
Mt 12:46-50

WEDNESDAY
July 22
St. Mary Magdalene
Sg 3:1-4b or
2 Cor 5:14-17
Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

THURSDAY
July 23
Weekday
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8,
12-13
Mt 13:10-17

FRIDAY
July 24
Weekday
Jer 3:14-17
Mt 13:18-23

SATURDAY
July 25
St. James, Apostle
2 Cor 4:7-15
Mt 20:20-28

SUNDAY
July 26
Seventeenth Sunday in

Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12

Rom 8:28-30

Mt 13:44-52

or 13:44-46
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http://www.cdow.org/FAC

connections

HC & ICC CLERGY

VT, Rev. Norman P. Carroll
Rev. John Enemuo

Rev. Rommel Padilla

Rev. John Hynes

Administrator
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar

In Residence

HC CLERGY

Mr. Philip Belt Deacon
Mr. John Harvey Deacon
Mor. Richard Kosior Deacon
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon
Mr. Vincent Pisano Deacon
HC STAFF

Parish Office 302 674 5787

Lilie Ramos Receptionist, ext. 110
Vivian Alvarado Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113
Darcee Impagliazzo  Business Manager, ext. 119
Rev. Padilla Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. 115
Tammy Korosec CRE Religious Ed, ext 122
Linda Darling Youth Ministry, ext. 123
Justin Wurzel Maintenance Director
Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135
Michael PerzaDir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302

MAILING ADDRESS
Church of the Holy Cross
631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

ICC STAFF

Parish Office 410 482 7687
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed.
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper

Rev. Padilla Dir. of Hispanic Ministry

MAILING ADDRESS
Immaculate Conception Church
P. O. Box 399

Marydel, MD 21649-0399

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL
Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8
302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org/school

Mallory O'Mara Principal, ext. 111

MAILING ADDRESS
Holy Cross School

631 S. State St.
Dover, DE 19901

SAMARITAN'S FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry is in
need of the following;:
Canned Kidney, Black
and Pinto Beans,
peanut butter, jel-

ly, hamburger help-
er, one pound bags of rice, Manwich, Cereal,
Jell-O, Chicken Broth. These and small
packs of meat or burger can be left in the
pantry drop off door behind the rectory.

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA & LOURDES
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church is
hosting a pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes
with Barcelona - September 13-22, 2026.
Join Fr. Volodymyr Klanichka and travel to
two of the world's most revered pilgrimage
sites. Experience the culture and beauty of
Portugal, France, and Spain along the way!
Double occupancy cost is $4,699 including
airfare from Philadelphia and at least one
meal each day.

For more information contact Fr.
Volodymyr at Vovaklan@gmail.com or
visit: https://groups.gocollette.com/en-US/
link/1392151

RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE
LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE
Tens of thousands of
couples have healed
their marriages
through Retrouvaille
(pronounced
‘ Retro-vy). If you
know anyone who
could benefit from
this program, please
pass this on. Couples
learn to build communication skills and to
increase intimacy. It provides help for
marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The
next program will be held the weekend of
July 31 - August 2, 2026 at the Family Life
Center in Malvern, PA. An additional
program will be the weekend of October 2 -
4. For more information, call 215-766-3944 or
visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All
inquiries are strictly confidential.

marriage retreat
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ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE

The Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal con-
tinues to experience strong support
throughout our Diocese. We are grateful to
all who have already made a gift or pledge
to this year's Appeal.

If you have pledged, please remember that
tulfilling your commitment helps provide
essential funding for ministries that serve
those in need, support Catholic education,
assist our parishes, form future priests and
deacons, and strengthen the mission of the
Church throughout Delaware and Mary-
land's Eastern Shore.

If you have not yet participated, there is
still time. Every gift, regardless of size,
makes a difference. New and returning do-
nors also help our parish qualify for special
rebate opportunities that directly benefit
local parish ministries and programs.
Thank you for your continued generosity
and support of the Faith and Charity Cath-
olic Appeal.

NEWLY BAPTIZED

Congratulations to our newly baptized
members:

e Alayna Cisneros Lara

e Azael Cisneros Lara

RECENTLY DECEASED

Our prayers and condolences to the
families who have recently lost a loved one:
e James Garland Carter, Jr.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
We extend a warm welcome to our newly
registered members!

4 7';”*%\\8’ |

New Parishioners

\ 4@ V); y
‘@A&;ﬂ ) %’ gL .
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MASS INTENTION

JULY
20 MONDAY
HC 8:00 am Antonio Granitto

21 TUESDAY
HC 8:00 am Kenneth Frank (LI)

22 WEDNESDAY
HC 8:15 am John Fernandez

23 THURSDAY
HC 8:00 am Nemith & Bradley Families
ICC 6:00 pm For the People

24 FRIDAY
HC 8:00 am Lino & Marcello Salamone

25 SATURDAY
HC 8:00 am Kriss Glanden
HC 5:00 pm Ken & Lida Smith

26 SUNDAY

HC 7:30 am Lilla Darling

ICC 8:30 am Marge Messner
HC 9:30 am Marie Theresa Bush
ICC 11:00 am Michael Brelia
HC 11:30 am For the People

ICC 1:00 pm For the People

Sanctuary Candle in Church is for the intention
of parishioners of Holy Cross.

Sanctuary Candle in the Adoration Chapel is for
the intention of parishioners of Holy Cross..

’ Deacon Vince
is Going to Kenya!

This summer, Deacon Vince Pisane is traveling to Kenya
with a delegation from our diocese to rehabilitate a
school. Earlier this year, Water is Life Kenya drilled a
borehole near this school in Orarait. Kenya. You can
directly support this rehabilitation effort (and Deacon
Vince!) by making a donation today.

Donate at waterislifekenya.org/deaconvince

Kemynd

Borehole test pumnping in Orarail. March 2026

uonoe Ut yjre;



faith in action

JULY 25/26, 2026

EMHC SERVERS
5:00 M. Miller B. Richards L. Curley
PM  G.Murphy G. Richards M. Rubino
LECTORS
M. Phillips
H. Showell
7:30 M. Thompson J.Davis J. Shevock
AM C. Brown J. Denney S. Shevock
LECTORS
A. Wyllie
9:30 S.Cordie S. Ford B. Torbert
AM D. Diaz- F. Hanlin C. Torbert
Martinez LECTORS
S. Ford
L. Lewandowski
11:30 M.Richard  E.Mendez H. Ayala
AM E. Pastoriza J. Emiliano
LECTORS
F. Mendoza
M. Neyra

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

D. Smith
8:30
AM LECTORS
G. Godfrey
L. Schlaupitz
11:00
AM
LECTORS
A. Poppiti

If you are interested in becoming a
Lector, Extra-Ordinary Minister
of Holy Communion, or an Altar Server,
please all the Parish Office at Holy
Cross. Leave your name and
contact information.

As always, we can use more volunteers
to become ministers to the sick and
homebound. This ministry is growing
daily and they so appreciate receiving
Our Lord especially since they can’t
come to Mass. Sign up at the office if
you are interested in learning more
about this ministry.

ADORATION CHAPEL

Eucharistic adoration is the respect and
worship we give to Jesus, who is truly
present to us under the appearance of bread
and wine. The Eucharist is a priceless
treasure; by not only celebrating it but also
by praying before it outside of Mass we are
enabled to make contact with the very
wellspring of grace. As St. Alphonsus
Liguori noted, “of all devotions, that of
adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the
greatest after the sacraments, the one dearest
to God and the one most helpful to

us.” [CCC 1418] You don't need a time if you
cannot make a commitment. Please feel free
to come in and sit with our Lord, when you
can.

Contact JOHN MURPHY 302-233-1779, text,
or email jkm2015@verizon.net

Times Available are:

Sunday 6-7am, 7-8am, 5-

6pm, 6-7pm, 8-9pm @
Tuesday 6-7am

Wednesday 11-12am

Thursday 6-7am, 8-9pm

Friday 5-6pm

Saturday 5-6am, 12-1pm, 7-8pm, 8-9pm

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Rachel's Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be held the

weekend of November 6-8, 2026. This retreat offers
emotional and spiritual healing for anyone who has

struggled with grief and loss from abortion or

miscarriage. Whether you are post-abortive or know

someone who is, freedom awaits. Contact Nan
Bernardo-Freeman at 302-463-7711 (call or text)
or lucyminn929@gmail.com by October

Je) 39 Iy}

MEN FROM THE
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON
+CATHOLIC MEN or DELMARVA vou are INvITED TO
THE CATHOLIC MEN
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2026, OF DELMARVA'S
9 AM - 5 PM (Closing Mass at 4 PM) INAUGURAL CONFERENCE

Saint Mark's High School
Wilmington, Delaware
o

Conference Theme:

Day includes music ministry;
confessions; vendors;
morning refreshments, lunch,

= and fellowship with men from
throughout the Diocese.
’ Inspirational speakers indude
- Father Larry Swink ,
. Matthew Leonard, Gary Zimak,
Father James Gebhart,
Father John Solomon, and
Deacon Philip Belt.

Authentic *“““nlt’ | Closing Mass and Fellowship with

For informatiol 1, go mdkﬂ Bishop William Koenig
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o LaVirgen Peregrina: La Virgen Peregrina esta visitando casas, si usted desea que la imagen
de la virgen peregrina visite su casa por una semana, hable con nuestra hermana Marta
Espinosa.

e Jesus te Invita a que pases una hora con El: Capilla de Adoracion Eucaristica: «Ven y pase
una hora con Jesus en el Santisimo Sacramento. Para anotarse llame a la oficina parroquial.

TUnNuoo

o Las clases de educacion religiosa se imparten en la Escuela Primaria Holy Cross Para mas
informacidén comuniquese con: Sra. Tammy Korosec Coordinadora de Educacion Religiosa
email -tkorosec@holycrossdover.org o llame al 302.674.5787 ext 122

e APOSTOLADO DE LAS SIETE HERMANAS EN LA SANTA CRUZ ;Sabias que...? {Sin
sacerdotes, No hay Sacramentos! Existe un grupo internacional de catolicos que rezan
diariamente por un sacerdote, y aqui en Holy Cross tenemos un grupo dedicado a nuestro
propio sacerdote. Este grupo se basa en que siete mujeres hacen una Hora Santa ante nuestro
Sumo Sacerdote Eucaristico, Jesus, por un sacerdote, todos los dias, todas las semanas,
durante todo un afio... de ahi el nombre de Apostolado de las Siete Hermanitas. Nos
encantaria que te unieras a esta iniciativa. Al fortalecer al sacerdote, fortaleces a toda la
Iglesia Contacto: Delizabeth Diaz-Martinez correo electrénico 7sistersaposto-
late2023@gmail.com

Y pep

euedsrt

» Voluntarios: Se necesitan catequistas para el afio escolar 2026-2027° si usted esta interesado
en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector, ministerio de musica, ujier, ministros
Extraordinario de la Comunion, Arte y Ambientacion, dar Clases Pre-Bautismales. Por favor
hable con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787.

PARROQUIA DE LA INMACUILADA CONCEPCION- MARYDEL

Inscripciones para la Escuela Dominical: Yase o [.a Escuela Biblica de Vacaciones: Ya est4

estan recibiendo inscripciones para el en preparacion. Se llevara a cabo del 3 al 7
proximo afio. Por favor, inscriban a sus hijos de agosto. Pronto se anunciara la fecha de
ahora para asegurar su lugar en una clase aqui una reunion de planificacion. Avisenles a
en la Inmaculada Concepcion. Se necesitan Meg o a la Sra. Alicia si estan interesados
catequistas para el afio escolar 2026-2027. Si en colaborar este afio. Nuestro tema sera
desean colaborar con la Educacion Religiosa o "Rainforest Falls" (Cascadas de la Selva
con la Escuela Biblica de Verano, por favor Tropical). Si desean colaborar con la
comuniquense con Alicia Poppiti al Educacion Religiosa o con la Escuela
410-482-8939. Ofrecemos clases desde Biblica de Vacaciones, por favor
septiembre hasta mayo. Se proporcionara comuniquense con Alicia Poppiti al
capacitacion y formacion. Por favor, 410-482-8939 0 a dre@iccmarydel.org.

disciernan si esta es su manera de contribuir
con la comunidad de la Iglesia.

sihe Nature offGod 4
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RELIGIOUS ED AT HOLY CROSS

Registration for the 2026-27 Religious
Education School Year is now open.
Click on the QR Code to go to the

website:
[=]f.%: [u]
Yim

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CLASSES

2026-27 Class — Beginning on

faith formation

The Bible
Timeline

The Story of Salvation

September 8th

If you have any questions or would like to
order the workbook set, please contact
Tammy Korosec at
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)
674-5787 X 122.

Do you have a love for Jesus and a desire
to share that with the next generation? Do
you feel called to evangelization?

We are looking for a few good team
members for our Holy Cross Religious
Education program, Confirmation and
Youth Ministry and the Holy Cross Order of
Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) team.
No experience is needed, just a willing heart
to be a witness to your faith to others!

If interested, please email Tammy Korosec,
Coordinator of Religious Education at
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org with your
contact information and area of interest.
You may also call (302) 674-5787 X 122 with
any questions.

LAFF (LIVING AS A FAMILY OF
FAITH CATECHESIS)

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Family
Catechesis); Adult/child Meeting, the first and
third Sunday of month 11:00am-1:00pm in the
Matthew/Mark Room of the Parish Office.
Family works on activities at home in
between. (Limited to 25 families-after the max
is met a second day/time will be established on
a weeknight evening)

YOUTH MINISTRY o
Registration for Confirmation /I m
Preparation 2027:

May be found on the church website under
Confirmation 2027.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ICC

. Vacation Bible School is in the works.
% "Rainforest Falls": August 3-August 7.

A training will take place on Sunday,
a4 July 26t at 12 noon in meeting room.

SRE: Registrations are being taken now for next
year. Please get your children registered now to save
their place in a class here at Immaculate Conception.
$50 per child, but if you are unable to pay at this time
let us know. Do not let your child's religious
formation lapse do to finances.

Catechists, assistants, and aids are needed for the 2026
-2027 school year. Kindergarten, Grade 5, OCIA,
Confirmation Prep and assistants for several

grades. We have classes from September -May.
Training and formation provided. Please decern
whether this is your way of giving back to the Church
community. Any questions, please feel free to contact
Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 or dre@iccmarydel.org
Immaculate Conception:

Religious Education- I need of persons with a desire to
broaden your faith while teaching others the Catholic
faith. Call Alicia Poppiti 410-482-8939 to

inquire. Kindergarten and 5" grade, and sacramental
prep Catechist needed.
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Dear Parishioners,

This past week, I had the opportunity to step away from campus for a few days and spend time with my
family at the beach. While Holy Cross is where my heart is and where I love serving each day, this time
away was a beautiful reminder of the importance of being fully present with those God has entrusted to
us. I traveled to the Jersey Shore, where I enjoyed a few days reading, laughing, cooking, biking, praying,
and simply spending quality time with both my immediate and extended family. These are the moments
that remain closest to my heart.

While vacations can be planned, I have always believed that memories cannot. The most meaningful mem-
ories are often the ones that grow naturally from simply being together. I am incredibly grateful for the
opportunity to slow down, appreciate God’s many blessings, and create new memories with the people I
love.

During the summer months, our Holy Cross campus has a different rhythm. The halls remain busy with
meetings, planning, renovations, and preparations for the year ahead, but the joyful energy that our stu-
dents bring each day is certainly missed. They are the heart of our school and the reason Holy Cross feels
so much like home. This “quieter” season gives us the opportunity to reflect, renew, and prepare for anoth-
er wonderful year of learning and faith. We are eagerly looking forward to welcoming our teachers back to
campus on August 19, and shortly afterward, welcoming our students and families back through our
doors.

After returning to campus on Thursday, I was excited to jump back into planning for the weeks ahead.
Much of my time has been dedicated to preparing for the arrival of our newest faculty and staff members.
We want each of them to feel welcomed, supported, and ready to begin this exciting new chapter at Holy
Cross. I look forward to introducing our newest team members in the August 9 bulletin. We have several
wonderful individuals joining our school family, and I know our community will make them feel right at
home.

Next week, I will also be meeting with our new Home and School Association leadership team as we begin
planning another exciting year of events and opportunities for our families. The Home and School Associa-
tion plays a vital role in strengthening the partnership between our school and our families. Through the
many traditions, celebrations, and activities they coordinate, they help create the sense of community that
makes Holy Cross such a special place. These experiences allow our students and families to build lasting
friendships and create memories that will remain with them for years to come.

As we continue through the summer, we kindly remind all current families who have not yet completed
their reenrollment to do so as soon as possible. We are preparing to send important back to school infor-
mation to our enrolled families, and completing reenrollment ensures you will receive all upcoming com-
munications. If you are not currently part of the Holy Cross community but have been considering a Cath-
olic education for your family, we would be delighted to welcome you for a personal tour and share all
that makes Holy Cross such a special place to learn, grow, and encounter Christ.

As always, thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and support of Holy Cross School. Your
partnership and faith are tremendous blessings to our entire community. We pray that God continues to
bless you and your families throughout the remainder of this summer.

God Bless,

Mrs. O’Mara
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Queridos Feligreses,

El Rey David dijo: “prefiero el juicio de Dios y no el de los hombres, porque la misericordia de Dios es gran-
de, en cambio los hombres son severos”. El profeta Jeremias dijo: “el corazén del hombre es la cosa mas trai-
cionera que existe y es dificil de curar” y “maldito el hombre que confia en otro hombre”. El libro de la Sabi-
duria nos lo recuerda hoy otra vez: “Dios es soberano; misericordioso y sobre todo, nos juzga con su miseri-
cordia”. Esto me recuerda aquellas palabras del profeta Isais que dicen: “la venganza de Dios” ;cudl ha sido
la venganza de Dios? Entregar a su Hijo tinico para derramar su sangre y morir en una cruz. Entonces Dios
ha mostrado su venganza a través de su misericordia. Dios es amor, es el versiculo mas breve de la Biblia.
Dios siempre tiende su mano al pecador. ;quién es el pecador? San Pablo dijo: “todos pecaron y todos estan
privados de la gloria de Dios”. Todos somos pecadores y todos estamos muy necesitados del amor de Dios.
(Quién es el que mas necesita el amor de Dios? La Biblia afirma: “un corazén contrito y humillado, Dios no
lo desprecia”. Si leemos la vida de los santos, vamos a encontrar un dato interesante: “todos ellos se conside-
raban los peores, los indignos, los no merecedores de nada, los tltimos de la fila, los santos nunca presumie-
ron de nada. La humildad es la suprema virtud, muy necesaria para alcanzar los favores de Dios. La humil-
dad se lleva en el alma y no en la vestimenta. Una persona podria vivir en un castillo de oro y poseer los lu-
jos mds preciosos, y su corazén podria ser humilde, no obstante, otra persona podria vivir con lo necesario
dia a dia y tener un corazon arrogante, altanero y soberbio. Dios Todopoderoso tiene una debilidad, se do-
blega ante las personas de corazén humilde. El humilde y Dios se hacen muy buenos amigos.

El salmista reconoce la bondad de Dios y por esa razén suplica a El. Cuando nosotros sabemos que alguien
no es bueno y tampoco bondadoso, nunca nos acercamos para solicitar nada. Es muy importante saber y re-
conocer que Dios es bueno y que atiende nuestras stplicas, siempre y cuando, sean hechas desde la fe y no
desde la queja o desesperacion. Dios no responde a la queja, Dios no responde a la desesperacion, Dios res-
ponde a la fe, y por eso hay que saber pedir desde la fe. El que tiene fe, cree y confia en Dios. Cuantas perso-
nas claman a Dios desde la prisa y la desesperacion, eso es no saber pedir a Dios, y por eso Jesucristo dijo:
“ustedes no saben pedir”.

San Pablo nos exhorta a ser sumisos a la accion de Espiritu de Dios. Dios esta vivo y Dios obra, pero Dios
obra en los corazones rectos y sinceros, en los corazones que tienen temor de Dios. ;recuerdan a Cain y Abel?
Eran hermanos y ambos ofrendaban a Dios, pero Cain odiaba a su hermano Abel, Cain era envidiosos y Dios
recibia con alegria las ofrendas de Abel, porque Abel era un hombre que no tenia maldades en su corazoén,
Abel era un hombre sano. Todos los dias es una nueva oportunidad para la misericordia de Dios en nuestras
vidas. Este es el dia del Sefior, este es el tiempo de la Misericordia. Hay que estar abiertos a la accion del Es-
piritu Santo, porque nadie sabe el dia ni la hora en que Dios va a tocar tu vida y te va a conceder el don de la
conversion.

La creacion es obra del amor de Dios, pero ;de donde aparece tanto mal en el mundo? Es mas ;por qué tanta
maldad? ;hacemos desaparecer el mal? ;arrancamos la cizafia? El Sefior responde: esperen el dia de la cose-
cha, alli diré, arranquen la cizafia y quémenla y el trigo almacénenlo en mi granero. No es correcto que los
cristianos nos justifiquemos ;qué es justificarse? Es compararse, pero con un sentido superior: “yo no soy
como ése, que es ladron, es adultero, es drogadicto, es borracho, es fornicario”. La pregunta es: ;piensa Dios
igual que tu? Que yo diga que yo no soy igual que los demas, eso no significa que sea verdad, hay que dejar-
le el juicio a Dios, hay que dejar a Dios ser Dios. Si tuvieras fe como un grano de mostaza, le dirias a esa
montana, muévete de alli y traslddate hacia alld. La fe es cualitativa, NO es cuantitativa.

Sinceramente,

Padre Padilla
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