
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

                Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

 

July  13 ,  2025  15th Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 
Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 

Immaculate Conception, December 8 
Christmas, December 25 
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Thank you to all advertisers in 
 our bulletin. 

We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who 
would like to advertise  

in the bulletin,  
please contact  

Diocesan Publications at  

800-233-8200. 

Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to register for 

Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking 
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-

ligious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children 
in our religious education program and school are 

prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First 

Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our 

religious education program and school are prepared 

for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking 
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-

cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-

munion to the Sick, contact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults 

seeking Confirmation should contact our 

Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning 

for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or 

deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe 

you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please 

contact one of our parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick, which is administered 
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family 

member must make the request. Late night 

requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day. 

Ending  June 29, 2025/FY ending 

 

  
Ending  June 29, 2025 
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Regular $19,137 $26,380 ($7,243) 

YTD  $1,373,637 $1,401,856 ($28,219) 

Needs  $1,563 $1,775 ($212) 

Regular $4,305 

Second $501 

Catechism in a Year:   
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechi
sminayear 

 
Bible in a Year:  In English:  Father Mike 
Schmitz 
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-
bible-in-a-year-episodes/ 

 
In Spanish:  
Fray Sergio Serrano  
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-
espanol-registration 
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 1.    Play your best to the very end. In baseball, as in 

our Catholic faith life, we don’t know when the game 

will end – it could be rained out in the sixth inning, end 

in the ninth inning, or go into extra innings. And since 

we don’t know how long or short the game will be, and 

since we don’t know where life will end for us, we al-

ways have to play our best right up to the last inning, 

right up to the last swing of the bat. We are called to be 

faithful to the end. 

 2.    Hope for a comeback. In our faith and life, as in 

baseball, we may play badly, commit errors, strike out, 

and hit foul balls – and so on. But no matter the prob-

lems, no matter how bad the scoreboard may look, 

there is always the hope for a rally, for that moment of 

redemption. It might come in the first, fourth, or ninth 

inning of our lives. But no matter the situation, for us, 

there is always hope until the very end that we can 

make a comeback, and God is our biggest fan, cheering 

us on until the last breath.  

 3.    Team effort and Individual effort. In many sports, 

like soccer or hockey, the game is very much strictly a 

team effort. In golf or tennis, it is very much an individ-

ual effort. But baseball is different – it is like our faith 

life. You see, in baseball, the work of the team is just as 

important as the work of the batter at the plate: both 

have key roles. The success of the individual brings the 

team success, and a well-oiled team helps the individu-

al player play his best. So, too, in our understanding of 

salvation: Christ will come to judge us and our lives, 

both individually (how well did we play the game, how 

well did we serve God) and collectively (how did we 

help the team to play better – how did we make the 

world a little better). And so, in salvation as in baseball, 

the team as a whole and the players individually all get 

judged. 

 4.    Helping Others. In baseball, the batter starts at 

home plate and he aims to get around those bases and 

finish where he started – at home. A home run could do 

that, but truth be told, the best play in baseball is not a 

home run. Nope. The best play in baseball is a Grand 

Slam… why? Because with a Grand Slam, the batter not 

only makes his way all the way around the bases and 

back to home, but he allows others to make that same 

trek. He helps not only his own standings but also those 

of other players. In our Catholic faith, this is our call: 

Not just home runs for ourselves, but Grand Slams in 

which we not only find our way to God, but in which we 

bring others along with us… not heaven just for us, but 
(continued on page 10) 

Dear Parishioners, 

 As is my long-time practice, in terms of vacation, I 

spend about a week or more each summer traveling to 

watch minor league baseball in Pennsylvania and some-

times Ohio. Thus, I get to see teams with names like the 

Altoona Curve, the Mahoning Valley Scrappers, the Wil-

liamsport Crosscutters, the State College Spikes, and the 

Washington Wild Things (and others). I must confess, I 

love watching minor league baseball far more than ma-

jor league baseball, as the players on these teams are 

more concerned with play than with pay. It is a purer 

form of the game. For me, viewing a minor league game 

with its players on a baseball field underneath the night 

sky, with ballpark lights ablaze illuminating the field, and 

cheers of a small town crowd wafting in the air while I 

have a hot dog in one hand and balance a soda and 

game-day program in the other — well, it’s feels like 

small slice of heaven. 

Romancing the Tone. There is a certain American ro-

manticism with baseball, and I certainly am one who 

embraces that romanticized tone.  Movies like “The Nat-

ural,” “Eight Men Out,” “Field of Dreams,” “Pride of the 

Yankees,” “For Love of the Game,” and so many others 

catch that great spirit of the game. For me, it is a love of 

the game itself — rather than of this player or that play-

er, or this team or that team — that I connect with. The 

way some folks look at ballet, finely crafted art, or a 

stunning sunset is the way that I look at baseball. 

 On the Battlefield. I like to lay the claim (which fans of 

basketball, football, hockey, and soccer do not like) that 

baseball is the last true sport. That is, if “sports” is a re-

flection of a battle between two competing sides, then 

baseball is the truest and most authentic representation 

of that battle. What do I mean by that? Well, in sports 

like basketball and hockey, they have time limits – a 

clock runs, and that battle ends when time runs out — 

and whoever is ahead wins. In other sports, such as ten-

nis, when a specific point score is reached, the game is 

over. But real battles don’t have clocks or set point-

scores for victory. No! Battles are fought to the very end 

-- to a conclusion. 

 On the Baseball Field. As it is on battlefields, so it is on 

baseball fields: With baseball, the game isn’t over until 

one side wins and the competition gets that last at-bat. 

To quote the great Yogi Berra, of happy memory, “The 

game isn’t over, ’til it’s over.” With this in mind, I want 

to make four connections between our Catholic faith 

and baseball: 
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Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini , V. F. Pastor 

Rev. John Enemuo Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Wilson Paulose  Parochial Vicar  

Rev. John Hynes In Residence  

 

Mr. Philip Belt  Deacon 

Mr. John Harvey  Deacon 
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon 
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon 

Mr. Vincent Pisano  Deacon 

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon 
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Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110 
Diane Belt  Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113 

Kenneth Trojan  Business Manager, ext. 119 
Sharon Seelig Records Office, ext. 116 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18 

Tammy Korosec CRE Religious Ed, ext 122 
Linda Darling Youth Ministry, ext. 123 
Justin Wurzel Maintenance Director  

Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135 
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302 

Church of the Holy Cross 

631 S. State St. 

Dover, DE 19901 
 
 

 
Parish Office 410 482 7687 
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager 

Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry 

Immaculate Conception Church 

P. O. Box 399 

Marydel, MD 21649-0399 
 

 

   

 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Mallory O’Mara Principal, ext. 111 

Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
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Abrahams greets the three men standing 

outside his home and offers them hospitali-
ty.  His wife, Sarah, bake bread for a meal.  
The men bring some amazing news—Sarah 
will soon have a son.   

When he writes this letter, Paul is in prison. 
L Though he suffers during his imprison-
ment, he rejoices because it is his work of 

service in spreading the message of Christ 
that has led him to be treated in this way. 

Martha welcomes Jesus into her home and offers 

him hospitality. L But she becomes annoyed 
when her sister Mary doesn’t help her wit the 

practical side of things.   

 

Thank you for providing food to 1625 Fami-
lies (3764 Adults, 3662 Children) during the 
previous 12 months (July 2024 - June 2025).  

 
The pantry is still in need of the following 
items: Cereal, oatmeal, one pound bags of 
white rice, peanut butter, jelly, Brownie mix, 

canned goods, hamburger helper, Manwich, 
and soups/chunky soups. Meat or burger can 
be left in the freezer in the dropoff door be-
hind the rectory.  
 

Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  This 

week, tune in to learn about the new book, 
“St. Hildegard’s Garden 
Recipes and Remedies for Healing Body and 
Soul.” The Catholic Forum podcast on Ap-

ple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Amazon Music 
podcasts and YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm 
debuts every Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.; and 
on Relevant Radio 640 every Saturday after-

noon at 1:30.  More information is available 
at cdow.org/CatholicForum and Face-
Book.com/CatholicForum.   
 
 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed 
their marriages through Retrouvaille 
(pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone 

who could benefit from this program, please 
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pass this on. Couples learn to build commu-
nication skills and to increase intimacy. It 

provides help for marriage problems, diffi-
culties or crises. The next program begins 
the weekend of August 1 - 3 and October 3 - 
5 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. 

For more information, or to register, vis-
it www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-
766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are 
strictly confidential. 

 

Our condolences to the families of the re-

cently deceased members: 
• Mark Grimm 
• Margarito Flores Saucedo 
 

Welcome to our newly registered parishion-
ers at Holy Cross: 

• Peter Weber 
• John and Elayne Coggins 

If you have not committed to the Appeal as 
of yet, please return your envelope this 
week.  Blank envelopes are available in the 
Gathering Space on the tables.  May God 

guide you in your decision of your sacrifice 
to this important campaign.  We need your 
support to help reach our goal.  

To learn about Salesian spirituality and the 
St. Francis de Sales Association, you are cor-
dially invited to join us at a virtual open 

house on Zoom across any device.  All meet-
ings are held on Sundays, from 7 – 8:00 p.m. 
CT.  You can request meeting details by vis-
iting our website: https://

sfdsassociation.org/  
 2025 Open House Dates:  September 28, 
November 23.   
Interested women are also welcome to    

contact Marie Caccese, Holy Cross parish-
ioner and Consecrated Daughter of St. Fran-
cis de Sales at MCaccese@comcast.net  
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HC 8:00 am Eleanor Monico 

 

HC 8:00 am  Donald Perlot 
  

HC 8:15 am John Chomiszak 

  
 

HC 8:O00 am Paul Trzcinski 

ICC  6:00 pm     For the People   

 

HC 8:00 am    Steven Curtiss 

  

HC 8:00 pm Carol O’Donnel 
HC 5:00 pm  Jack Lehnhoff 

 

HC 7:30 am Irene Pisak 
ICC 8:30 am       Louis & Ana Adam 

HC 9:30 am LI Fr. Brennan Ferris 

ICC 11:00 am Rita Hart 
HC 11:30 am Jose Antonio Peralta  

ICC 1:00 pm For the People 

 

July 6—July 12 Sanctuary Candle in Church is for    
the intention of Parishioners of Holy Cross. 

 

July 6-June 12 Sanctuary Candle in the Adoration 
Chapel is for the intention of Parishioners of Holy 

Cross.   

If you have the heart for praying for moms 
and babies as the last line of defense, please 

join our small group on Thursdays after mass 
till Noon.   I'm also needing volunteers to be 
present in the afternoon.  Many babies have 
been spared because a mother saw an advo-

cate on the sidewalk.  God saves even if no 
words are exchanged.  He alone changes 
hearts!  Let's chat!!  Donna Latteri  862-266-
1099 

Next campaign begins Sept 24 - Nov 2.   
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The Christian life needs to be nourished by attentive 

listening to God’s word and, above all, by the cultiva-

tion of a personal relationship with the Lord in Eucha-

ristic Adoration, the privileged “place” for our encoun-
ter with God. 

Pope Francis - World Youth Day 2016 
 

Hours open and needed: 

Sunday     7AM    5-6PM    8-9PM 
Monday    7-8AM       5-6PM 
Friday        2-3PM     
Saturday    12-1PM    1-2PM    7-8PM    8-9PM 
 

If you are a current Adorer and can no longer 
make your hour, please make contact with 

Adoration Coordinator.  Contact John Mur-
phy for more information.  Phone or text at 

302-233-1779 or email jkm@verizon.net. 
 

Holy Cross High School Alumni Reunion  
Saturday August 16, 2025 at 6:30 in the Holy 

Cross Gym. 
Visit Holycrossdover.com to register 
Any questions call Scott Davis '87 at 302-270-
9290. 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be 
held the weekend of October 24-26, 2025. This 
retreat offers emotional and spiritual healing 
for anyone who has struggled with grief and 

loss from abortion or miscarriage. Whether 
you are post-abortive or know someone who 
is, freedom awaits. Contact Nan Bernardo-
Freeman at 302-463-7711 (call or text) 

or lucyminn929@gmail.com by October 11.  
  

New Day Pregnancy Care Center needs Span-
ish speaking volunteers.  Training is provid-
ed.   Please consider donating a few hours a 

week.  Contact Brittnee Finger 302-241-4270. 
 

The Holy Cross Golf League is sponsoring a 

golf tournament at Jonathan's Landing on 
Wednesday, September 3 to benefit the Youth 
Ministry at Holy Cross. We're looking for 
golfers and sponsors. Please contact Phil 

Spampinato, 302-382-2979, Wes Grau, 302-270
-8111 or Greg Coury, 302-883-4000 for more 
information.  

th
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C. Helwig 
D. Kalten-
baugh 

D. MacLeish 
M. MacLeish 

J. Cutrona 
V. Everett 

D. Belt 

S. Gede 
L. Luckett 

R. O’Neill 
T. Svienty 

K. Espinosa 
G. Thomas 

M. Jacob 

B. Richards 
G. Richards 

L. Olmstead 
V. Pepper 

G. Hawk 
J. Hawk 

J. Lausten 
M. Lausten 

 
A. Cisneros 

C. Garcia 

B. Guzman TBD 

TBD 

 

 

G. Godfrey   

 

D. Smith 

A. Poppitti   

 

K. Perez 

HELP  WANTED—WE NEED YOU 

We are looking for more 
volunteers to help us bring 

Holy Communion to the 
sick and homebound of our 
parish. 

 

We can always use more       
volunteers to help at Mass as an Altar 
Server, Extra-Ordinary Minister of Com-
munion, or a Lector.  If interested please 
contact the Parish Office at 3020-674-5787.   
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• ¡Caminemos juntos como peregrinos de la esperanza!  El Jubileo 2025 es una ocasión única para fortalecer 
nuestra fe, vivir la esperanza y ser testigos del amor de Dios en el mundo. Se les invita el Jueves ,17 de julio a 

una Peregrinación a San Cristóbal :1861 Harbor Dr, Chester, MD 21619. Adoremos a Jesús Sacramentado en 
este jueves Eucarístico y buscar la indulgencia plenaria, que nos ayuda a purificarnos y a reconciliarnos con 

Dios. una invitación a la conversión y la acción. Durante este tiempo, los cristianos estamos llamados a: Ren-
ovar nuestra fe, participando en la oración, la Eucaristía y el estudio de la Palabra de Dios. Ejercer la miseri-
cordia, a través del perdón y el servicio a los más necesitados. Hacer peregrinaciones, visitando los lugares 

santos y cruzando la Puerta Santa en Roma o en nuestras propias iglesias.  Si desea participar de esta pere-
grinación hable con la Sra. Arline Dosman. Saldremos de Dover a las 2:00 pm y partiremos de regreso a las 

7:00pm,   
•  Educación Religiosa 2025-26  Las inscripciones para las clases de  Educación Religiosa 2025-26  K-8 “YA 

ESTAN ABIERTAS” Opción 1: Kínder a 4.º grado y preparación sacramental/OCIA: martes por la tarde, de 

6:00 a 7:30. 5.º a 8.º grado: miércoles por la tarde, de 6:00 a 7:30. Opción 2: LAFF (Catequesis Familiar Vivien-
do en Familia de Fe); Reunión de adultos y niños, el primer y tercer domingo de mes. La familia trabaja en 

actividades entre ambos. Para situaciones familiares especiales en las que su hijo no pueda asistir a ninguno 
de los horarios mencionados, comuníquese con nuestra oficina para programar una cita y trabajaremos con 
usted. Por favor, no deje que la educación religiosa de su hijo se vea interrumpida. Para familias con niños 

con necesidades especiales, ofrecemos formación en la fe individualmente. Para más detalles, comuníquese 
con la Oficina de Educación Religiosa.  La preparación para la Primera Reconciliación y la Primera Co-

munión generalmente se realiza en nuestro programa de Nivel 2. Está dirigido a niños que han completado 
el Nivel 1 (generalmente corresponde a 1.er grado) y que tienen al menos 7 años de edad. Además de la asis-
tencia del niño a las clases regulares, se espera que las familias asistan a las siguientes actividades: Reun-

iones de Preparación para Padres, Día de Reflexión para Padres/Candidatos de Primera Reconciliación; Día 
de Retiro para Padres/Candidatos de Primera Comunión. La Primera Reconciliación tendrá lugar en marzo. 

La Primera Comunión tendrá lugar en mayo. Costo: 1 niño—$150 2 niños—$260 3niños o mas—$340. $75.- 
adicional para la preparación sacramental de la Reconciliación y la Primera Comunión. Para más infor-
mación comuníquese con: Tammy Korosec.Coordinadoa d E.R. tkorosec@holycrossdover.org .302.674.5787 

ext 122 
• Cuadrangular de Futbol en ICC Los Jóvenes de nuestra parroquia gemela de la Inmaculada Concepción 

invitan a los jóvenes a participar en un cuadrangular inter-parroquial el domingo,10 de agosto, a las 2:00 de 
la tarde, Habra venta de comida y mucho mas. 

• La Virgen Peregrina: La Virgen Peregrina comenzará a  visitar los hogares, si usted desea que la imagen de 

la virgen peregrina visite su casa por una semana, hable con nuestra hermana Marta Espinosa. 
• APOSTOLADO DE LAS SIETE HERMANAS EN LA SANTA CRUZ 
• Al fortalecer al sacerdote, fortaleces a toda la Iglesia… (P. Gerald Ftizgerald, SP) 

• Únase al Apostolado de las Siete Hermanas en Holy Cross para ofrecer:Una hora santa, Por un sacerdote; 
Cada semana, Un corazón de oración. Contacto: Delizabeth Díaz-Martínez correo electrónico 7sistersaposto-

late2023@gmail.com  
 

• Las inscripciones para el año escolar 2025-2026 ya están disponibles en la oficina y en línea. Por favor de 
inscribir a su hijo lo antes posible. Se aceptaran aplicaciones para las clases dominicales hasta el 1 de agosto. 

Por favor inscriba a su hijo ahora. 
• Escuela Bíblica de Verano : Acompáñenos a la Escuela Bíblica de Vacaciones: "True North", del 4 al 8 de 

agosto, de 6 p. m. a 8:30 p.m. todos los días. Esté atento a los anuncios de la reunión. Si le interesa ayudar 

este año, comuníquese con Alicia Poppiti al 410-482-8939. Si aún no se ha reunido con la Sra. Alicia para la 
sesión de capacitación, por favor, comuníquese con ella ahora mismo es decir YA. 

• True North: Confiando en Jesús en un mundo salvaje. En True North, los niños descubren lo que significa 
confiar en Jesús en un mundo salvaje. Participan en memorables actividades de aprendizaje bíblico, cantan 
canciones pegadizas, juegan juegos de trabajo en equipo, preparan y devoran deliciosos bocadillos, experi-

mentan aventuras bíblicas únicas, coleccionan Amigos de Memoria Bíblica para recordar el amor de Jesús y 
realizan experimentos científicos divertidos que nunca olvidarán. Además, aprenderán a buscar evidencia 

de Dios a su alrededor a través de las Observaciones de Dios. Cada día concluye con un Cierre de la Brújula 
que involucra a todos a vivir lo aprendido. Se anima a los miembros de la familia a unirse diariamente a este 
momento especial al cierre de las 8:15 p. m. 

• Torneo de Futbol 19-20 de julio  Se les invita al Torneo amistoso  sábado 19 acomenzando a las 8:30am y 
domingo a las 2:30pm.  Habrá venta de comida y mucho mas, traiga a toda su familia y pase un dia al aire 

libre después de la Santa Misa. Los esperamos 
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Go to Holycrossdover.org for more information 

and forms. 

Parents, Jesus said, "let the children come to me." 

In God's love, bring your child to life, and accept 

our invitation to assist you in the faith formation 
of your child. Our religious education programs 

can communicate information and provide expe-

riences for celebrating the sacraments, but the 
practice and example of your living out the faith 

as a family is of equal importance. 

 
Children need to see a connection between what 

they learn in class and what they experience at 

home. Be assured that we are available to assist 
you in whatever way we can. We only ask in 

return for your active participation in the for-

mation process by living your faith daily by 
good example, and by joining the parish commu-

nity each Sunday for the celebration of Mass and 

the other sacraments. This is absolutely essential 

to make that connection. Please Contact Tammy 
Korosec at either tkorosec@holycrossdover.org 

or call (302) 674-5787 X 122 for further infor-

mation or assistance. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If you feel you have a calling to become a cate-

chist for either our K-8 program or our confirma-
tion program, please contact Tammy Korosec at 

either tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 

674-5787 X 122 for further information.  Volun-
teers are required to complete a criminal back-

ground check.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis) 

Is your family interested in either starting or con-

tinuing their life-long faith journey together?  
Would you as parents like to be active partici-

pants in the faith formation of your children?  

Deacon Vince Pisano has the perfect Religious 

Education program for you and your family!   

This program engages the family, whether it be 

parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants 

to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-
raments of initiation together hand in hand.  

Come out and join us; families gathering for 

prayer, communion with one another, and shar-

ing our Faith Life experiences.  

Adult Ed Class with Deacon Bob is taking the 
summer off!  Stay tuned for class offerings begin-

fa
it

h
 f

o
rm

at
io

n
 

ning in September! If you have any questions, 
please contact Tammy Korosec at 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)674-

5787 X 122.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Registration for preparation for the Sacrament 

of Confirmation in the Spring of 2026 may be 
found on the parish website.  Copies were 

emailed home to parents as well.  Please return 

to the Religious Education Office at your earliest 

convenience. 

Peer Leaders for the 2025-2026 Confirmation 

Year—If you are in 10th to 12th grade, have re-
ceived the Sacrament of Confirmation, and 

would like to help share your faith with our up-

coming Confirmation class and Confirma-
tion retreats, please let Mrs. Darling know your 

desire to 

help.    Email ldarling@holycrossdover.org 

 

 
Registrations are available at the office and 

online for 2025-2026 SRE year are being accepted 
now until August 1st.  Please register now, so we 

can have enough teachers and plan.  
 

Please join us for Vacation Bible School: "True 
North" August 4th - August 8th 6pm-8:30pm 

daily. Look for announcements for meeting.  If 

you are interested in helping this year, please 
contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-

8939.  ***Registration closes on July 27th, so we 

can plan appropriately.  
 

True North: Trusting Jesus in a Wild World    

At True North, kids discover what it means to 
trust Jesus in a wild world! Kids participate in 

memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 

songs, play teamwork-building games, make 
and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-

kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory 

Buddies to remind them of Jesus’ love, and test 

out sciency-fun experiments they’ll never forget. 
Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God 

all around them through something called God 

Sightings. Each day concludes with a Compass 
Closing that gets everyone involved in living 

what they’ve learned. Family members are en-

couraged to join in daily for this special time at 
8:15pm closing 

Donations for VBS are greatly accepted and ap-

preciated.  Please call office at ICC for infor-
mation or check website for list!  https://

www.iccmarydel.org/bulletin/vacation-bible-

school-wish-list   
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Dear Parishioners, 

It is hard to believe that we are already midway through the month of July. The summer 
sun continues to shine, and we are grateful for these warm and joy filled days. While many 
are taking time to rest and recharge, the Holy Cross campus remains a place of purposeful 
work and preparation. 

This week began with another productive meeting of our handbook committee. Together, 
we continued our careful review of the school handbook to ensure that it reflects the mis-
sion and values of Holy Cross Catholic School. I am grateful for the dedication of our fac-
ulty and staff who are helping to shape a document that will guide our community in 
faith, integrity, and responsibility. Collaboration with all members of our school family in-
cluding parents, students, faculty, parish, and staff is what strengthens our foundation. It 
is a blessing to be part of such a united and faith filled school community.  

Also on Monday, we worked extensively on the schedule for the upcoming school year. I 
want to express sincere thanks to Ms. Riecks for her tireless work on this incredibly com-
plex task. Crafting a schedule that meets the needs of every student, every classroom, and 

every subject area is no small feat. Her commitment and precision are deeply appreciated, 
and we are so thankful for the structure she helps provide to our daily operations. 

Tuesday was filled with interviews. We continued the process of selecting a counselor and 
also met with individuals interested in joining our substitute teacher pool. Meeting new 
people who are eager to join our school community is always a joy. If you or someone you 
know is interested in serving as a substitute or working with our morning or after school 
care programs, please contact us at elementary@holycrossdover.org. Holy Cross is truly a 

wonderful place to work and grow. 

On Wednesday, I participated in a professional development session focused on our early 
childhood programs. Led by the University of Delaware, this training supported our pre-
school faculty and staff in refining instructional practices and program structure. Ensuring 

that our youngest learners are receiving the highest quality care and that education re-
mains a top priority.  

That same day, I met with Mrs. Borden, a longtime first grade teacher and valued member 
of our school family. Mrs. Borden will be transitioning into a new role as we launch a 
schoolwide intervention program this fall. This initiative, designed to provide academic 
support across grade levels, reflects our commitment to meeting every child’s unique 

learning needs. We are grateful for Mrs. Borden’s continued dedication and we are excited 
to unveil this new support system in the coming weeks. 

On Thursday, I traveled north to the Catholic Schools Office to drop off paperwork and 

connect with colleagues from across the Diocese. It is always a pleasure to collaborate with 
others who share in the mission of Catholic education. 

As the week came to a quiet close, I looked forward to some special time away with my 
family. I hope each of our families is finding moments of rest, joy, and renewal this sum-
mer. 

God bless and happy summer! 

Mrs. O’Mara 
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as many as we can help to get there! 

 That Last Swing. All of this is why I say that baseball is a representative analogy of our Catholic faith on the playing 

field of life. Yes, sometimes we have to sacrifice for others; yes, sometimes we strike out, and yes, sometimes, some-

times (like our Phillies in this pretty darn good season, at least of this writing) we hit the ball just right… But no 

matter, the game for us is not over until that last pitch, and that last swing, in that last inning. Even when our favorite 

baseball team is down 10-0, there is always hope until the very end—until that last pitch, and that last swing, in that 

last inning. In baseball, hope springs eternal. 

 Christ vs. The Devil. And to be sure: Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, is our All-Star player -- and with the wood of 

the Cross he hit a grand slam for us; he took it to a 10-0 game on Good Friday and turned it into a big win, remaining 

faithful to the end. And that big win is called Easter – Christ beats out the Devil. But beware that the Devil is always 

looking for that next game. 

 Music Maestro, Please. To finish on this baseball/faith theme, let me leave you with the lyrics of a song by the R&B a 

cappella group, The Persuasions. This song, from 1996, is called “Life is a Ballgame” (ironically, it wasn’t a hit). This 

song connects faith and baseball in a wonderfully spiritual analogy! Here’s how it goes: 

 Life is a ballgame,  being played each day.  Life is a ballgame,  everybody can play 

Y’know, Jesus is standin' at home plate,  He’s waiting for you there! Life is a ballgame,  but you've got to play it fair. 

 First base is temptation,  the second base is sin, Third base is tribulation: if you pass you can make it in 

 Ol' man Solomon is the umpire,  and y’know Satan’s pitchin’ the game He'll do his best to strike you out,  but keep 

playin' just the same. 

 Daniel was the first to bat,  you know he prayed three times a day.  When Satan threw him a fastball,  you know he 

hit it anyway 

 Job came in the next inning,  Satan struck him in every way, But Job he hit a home run,  and came on in that day. 

 Prayer will be your strong bat,  to hit at Satan's ball.  And when you start to swing it,  you've got to give it your all in 

all 

 Faith will be your catcher,  on him you can depend.  And Jesus is standing at Home Plate,  he’s waitin’ for you to 

come in. 

 Moses is standin' on the side line,  just waitin’ to be called, And the day he parted the Red Sea,  he gave Christ his all

-in-all 

 John came in the last inning,  when the game was almost done.  Then God gave John a vision , -- and he knew he'd 

all ready won! 

 And regarding baseball being likened to our faith, I commend 

you: in the midst of this baseball season, and throughout your 

life: Play ball!  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 
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