Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

522 Main Street  P.O. Box 399 « Marydel, Maryland 21649-0399
Phone: 410-482-7687 « Fax: 410-482-7253

www.iccmarydel.org

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 9:30-12noon Fridays, Closed Wednesdays
Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change. It’s best to call first.

January 29, 2017 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)
Weekday Eucharist
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Holydays of Obligation
As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation
After the Sunday morning Masses,
Thursday evening 6:30pm
And by appointment at any reasonable time

Pastoral Care and Liturgy
Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor
Rev. Michael Angeloni, Associate Pastor

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr.
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, Il

Christian Formation
Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E.
Hispanic Ministry

Mrs. Arline Dosman

If you or someone you know is in need of
financial assistance, please call
St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

The Sacraments

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell 1ll, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator,
for details at 302-492-0753.

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must
participate in an orientation session. Please call the parish office at
410-482-8939 for details.

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are
considering. Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health.
When a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the
Anointing here beforehand, if at all possible. Our lay ministers to the
sick bring Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any
length of time. Please call the parish office to arrange for these
services.

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained

ministry or religious life.

Pastor’s Desk

Dear Parishioners,

A happy Catholic Schools week to all of you! The Catholic
Schools of the United States observe Catholic School
Week from January 29-February 4.

When I began my tenure as Pastor of Holy Cross and
Immaculate Conception 1,312 days ago, one of the first
gripes I heard on the Holy Cross front was about
something that happened four years before I set foot in
Delaware. I was told by many parishioners and Holy Cross
School alumni how terrible it was that our parish High
School closed in 1987. Depending on the rendition of the
story, various explanations are given as to the “why"” of
the closure, and the “who” of the blame.

Now, as anyone who knows me knows, I am a hyper-pro-
Catholic School guy. It is my ardent belief that every
parish, where feasible, should have a Catholic School. It is
one of our most important tools in serving our youth, our
families and the commandment of Christ, “"Go teach all
nations.” And so, when people lamented the absence of a

parish High School, I would always point to our local
Diocesan High School, St. Thomas More Academy (which
was opened in Magnolia, eleven years after the closing of
Holy Cross High School); “You see,” I would say "We do
have a Catholic High School.”

The history between St. Thomas More Academy (STMA)
and Holy Cross has always been a strong one. A majority
of the lay people who worked to get STMA off the ground
in the mid-to-late 1990s were Holy Crossers. Since then,
there has always been an affinity between the STMA and
Holy Cross over the years. That being said, folks from
other parishes also had a hand in building STMA, whether
from the Beach, or Milford, or Smyrna. Yet the proximity
of Holy Cross School to STMA forged a special
relationship.

In 2011, following four years serving as Chaplain at
STMA, I was made Principal - and among my many goals
was to bring STMA and Holy Cross closer together; that is,
to make the case that we had seamless Catholic education
K-12 right here in our parish. And we pressed that case



hard, and each year our parish and STMA have grown
closer, most especially under the current principal, Ms.
Rachael Casey.

Well, the next logical step in the unity has now arrived,
and effective in the 2017-18 school year, St. Thomas
More Academy will become the Parish High School of Holy
Cross Parish! Our parish will again have its own high
school. Now, since STMA is the only Catholic High School
in central and southern Delaware, it will still be regional in
its scope, drawing students from all over Kent and Sussex
County.

Now, while K-12 Catholic education will truly be seamless,
and STMA will be our parish high school, I have taken
many steps to make this transition financially sound,
pastorally thoughtful and administratively well-executed.
To this end, the high school will still have a separate
budget, with no subsidy from the parish, and will maintain
its own Principal. Administratively, however, that Principal
reports to ye old pastor, just as the Holy Cross Principal
does. Pastorally speaking, the school will keep its existing
name; what it will be in terms of parochial and everyday
understanding is St. Thomas More Academy, the Holy
Cross Parish high school.

A key piece of the reason for this change is that it was felt
by the Diocese, the High School and myself, that
opportunities for cost savings via economies of scale,
shared resources, and other manners of operation under
the parish umbrella would enrich both the parish and the
high school.

Without getting too deep into the weeds here, the take
away I want to leave you with from this Pastor’s column is
that for the first time since 1987, our parish has a high

school. This is not something new for us, but rather
something that was lost, but now is found. I ask in a
special way for the prayers and support of our many Holy
Cross High School alumni, who always speak of the pride
they had in having a parish high school, and the
wonderful memories they took away from that
experience. I ask that you support STMA as our Holy
Cross high school, just as you did the old Holy Cross High
School. And I, of course, welcome our sister parish,
Immaculate Conception to share in this joyful moment!

And so, on the occasion of Catholic Schools’ week 2017,
with great joy and excitement, I am pleased to tell you
that our parish is blessed to have now recovered what
was lost in 1987, a parish high school. I could not ask for
a better gift for Holy Cross than this. I thank the Diocese
for all of its work in making this possible, and the
cooperation of so many folks here and at the high school
for their assistance in making this a reality. A new day
has begun! Happy Catholic Schools week!

Yours in Christ, Fr. James Lentini, Pastor

A Christmas Thank You

I have been remiss in thanking the many parishioners
who sent cards and gifts this Christmas season. Please
know that your generosity and kindness is greatly
appreciated. Let me take this opportunity to thank all of
you, so much, for those gifts and cards. For those who
gave cake, cookies and candy as gift, you’'ll notice I'm
wearing them now! Joy and thanks to you and your
families. God bless you!

MASS INTENTIONS:

8:30am: Robert R. Messner

11:00: Lionel Faust

Misa en Espafiol 7pm For the People

Thu., Feb.2  7pm For the People

Sun., Feb.5  8:30am: Ellen Dragotto
11:00: Jim Rodimak

Misa en Espafiol 7pm For the People

Sun., Jan. 29

The Mass book for the 2017 year is now open.

Are you being called to the Priesthood? Join
Come And Seek along with other men like
‘ ) ) yourself, who think the Lord may be calling
C S them to be a priest.

February 8" at 6:30 p.m.at Saint Mary of the Assumption
Church, 7200 Lancaster Pike in Hockessin, Delaware. Contact
Father Chris Coffiey at (302) 239-7100 x 24 for information.

February 15" 7 p.m. at Saint Francis de Sales Parish Office
Complex, located at the corner of Camden Avenue and
Wicomico Street in Salisbury, Maryland or for information,
contact Fr. Glenn Evers at (410) 882-3244.

COLLECTION TOTALS:

Regular Offertory: $ 3249.22
Catholic University & Communications $445.00

Second Collection Today: St. Thomas More Academy

Your continued support of the work of your Church is much
needed, and appreciated.

Knights of Columbus

Z Kor C S We meet the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month at
i 6:30pm. Come join us!
P
’tjﬂll\ For more info, contact Grand Knight, Harry
\\\W Brown 302-233-8336.

Follow us on Facebook @ Knights of
Columbus Council 12509

TAX LETTERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE
CHURCH OFFICE.




STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT

Collection Counters

Jan 29 Elisa & Tom Costello
Feb 5 Marilyn Dixon & Maurilio Gabriel
Feb 12 Margie Short & Laura Voshell

Church Cleaning Crew
February 4, 2017 Grupo #11

Altar Servers

Feb 5

8:30am Mass — Mike Dixon & Hannah Nagyiski
11:00am Mass — Carmine Poppiti & Sherlin Santizo

Spanish Misa 7pm — Emily & Yorly Escalante

If you are interested in being an altar server, please let us
know. You may talk to the Deacons or another Altar
server for instructions for training.

Lectors
Feb 5
8:30am Mass — Diane Smith
11:00am Mass — Laura Schlaupitz
Spanish Misa 7pm — Angela Cérdova, Javier Carreto

Eucharistic Ministers

Feb 5

8:30am Mass — Deacon Tormey, Lani Small, Charlotte
Tormey

11:00am Mass — Deacon Mitchell, Geri Garvin, Paul
Lardizzone

Spanish Misa 7pm — Ovidio Roblero, Natalina Capistran,
Salome Morales, Anselmo Escalante, VVerénica Bravo

Shrove Tuesday Supper
February 28th at 5PM

Donations Appreciated.

Our Knights of Columbus are
sponsoring and coordinating this as a Parish Community
Event.

PS - Helpers are still needed for serving. This is a great
opportunity for students scheduling service projects.

OPEN HOUSE:

HOLY CROSS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Today, January 29 from 11:00am - 1:00pm

TAKE A TOUR TUESDAY::

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:30-10:30

631 South State Street

Dover, DE 19901

302-674-5787 ext. 111 school@holycrossdover.org

Breakfast items, chicken and burgers.

SHEDULED EVENTS

Sun, Jan 29 9:40am SRE Classes

Sun, Jan 29 1pm RICA

Mon, Jan 30 & Wed Feb 1 7pm ESL

Tue, Jan 31 7pm RCIA

Tues, Jan 31 7pm Catechist In-Service
Wed, Feb 1 6:30pm 6Weeks with the Bible

Annual Penny Party
Sat., Feb 11™

BAKED GOODS NEEDED!
Your Yummy donations are
needed for our Auction Table!
They can be dropped off at the
Church Hall Fri, Feb 10" 9am-3pm or Saturday Feb

11" 4-6pm

Marriage & Family Life Corner

Marriage Moment -

Which of the Beatitudes most typifies your
spouse - living simply, grieving, humility,
hunger for righteousness, merciful, acts with
integrity in the face of temptations,
peacemaking, works for justice despite
personal attacks. (Mt 5:1-12)

Parenting Pointer -

God called Samuel several times before he
recognized the call (1 Samuel 3). Jesus called
the apostles and they followed quickly (John
1:35) - perhaps so quickly they didn't really
understand what they were saying YES to. Talk
to your children about what they want to be
when they grow up. What kind of person do
they want to be NOW?

Listen to Catholic Forum every Sunday

. morning at 10:05 a.m. on WDEL 101.7
FM, 1150 AM and www.wdel.com
Next Sunday, February 5" tune in to
hear an interview with Paula D Arcy,
author of the inspirational new book, “Stars

at Night.” For photos, information regarding upcoming
guests, podcasts and more, “Like” Catholic Forum on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/catholicforum Listen to
past episodes of Catholic Forum online at
cdow.org/communications or search “Catholic Forum” on
iTunes or iHeartRadio podcasts.



tel:3026745787
mailto:school@holycrossdover.org
http://www.wdel.com/
http://www.facebook.com/catholicforum
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD7Z_yhuPJAhWJ4yYKHeNlB7QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sportscollectorsdaily.com/editors-notes-cards-penny-free-shipping-gretzky-jersey-tv-card-shop-profiles/&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNF5mjoatgN3FMj8RUiQA49N2ovyDA&ust=1450447127221667

FROM THE DRE’S DESK
School of Religious Education

Religious Education Classes
9:40am-10:50am on Sundays

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:

First Communion Preparation — Session #2, Tuesday,
February 7, 6:30-7:30pm in the hall.

Confirmation Preparation- Session # 5, Sunday,
February 12, 12:30-3:30pm in the hall.

ADULT FORMATION:

» Psalms II: “Praying with Jesus” started up on
Wednesday, January 11, 2017. If you are interested,
there are still a few spaces, let Alicia know and we
can save you a spot at 6:30pm in the office meeting
room. This Session will run for 6 weeks.

> The next sessions begins March 8" - Lenten Journey.
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HOME

We receive the Beatitudes from Matthew’s gospel
reading this week. These blessings relay the proper
attitude we are called to have in response to the
love of God and how to relay this love to our
neighbor. This week reread Matthew 5:3-12 and
prayerful consider each blessing. We all have
heard these before but how many of us are living
them? As you pray and meditate on each blessing,
contemplate how you are living these attitudes and
how you can better live them fully. Maybe choose
one to focus on, how can you be more merciful,
meek, clean of heart, etc.? Spend some time with
the Lord in prayer and | am certain he will show you
the way to obtain the pure happiness that the
beatitudes provide.

January is
Poverty Awareness Month!

During Poverty Awareness
g ey e Month, join the U.S. Bishops,
P@WERTY the Catholic Campaign for
= USA == Human Development and the
et Catholic Community in the
United States in taking up

Pope Francis' challenge to live in solidarity with the
poor!

Visit the Website: www.usccb.org/about/catholic-
campaign-for-human-development/poverty-
education/poverty-awareness-month.cfm

JANUARY: POVERTY AWARENESS MONTH]|

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Theme: The Beatitudes -- a way of life -- a map to
happiness.
Question for Children: Choose one of the Beatitudes
and share how you will make it part of your life.
Question for Youth: Jesus gives us a plan for our
happiness in the beatitudes. Do the things that make
you happiest also lead you towards God? Do they follow
God’s plan?
Question for Adults: How do you describe what it
means to be “blest” in your own life?

42 domingo en tiempo ordinario
Tema: Las Bienaventuranzas, una forma de vida, un
mapa a la felicidad.
Pregunta para los nifios: Elija una de las
Bienaventuranzas y comparta cémo la hard parte de su
vida.
Pregunta para los jovenes: Para crecer y volverse
joven, Jesus ofrece un mapa del camino en las
Bienaventuranzas. ¢ Cémo harias esto parte de tu propia
vida, entre todas las distracciones del mundo ruidoso
moderno?
Pregunta para los adultos: ¢ Como describe lo que
significa ser “bendecido” en su propia vida?

Catholic Maryland Constituents
Meet with your State Legislators
February 15, 3-8 p.m.
St. John Neumann Mission Church, Annapolis

This is an opportunity for Maryland constituents to meet with their
State legislators and share the Catholic viewpoint on issues before
the General Assembly. Whether you’re new to the Maryland
Catholic Conference’s annual Catholics in Annapolis, or an old
pro, we are excited to share this event with you!

Registration is Free but required

GO tO http://www.mdcathcon.org/lobbynight

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend - MARCH 24-26th

is designed to give married couples the opportunity to
examine their lives together. A time to

share their feelings, hopes,
disappointments, joys and frustrations,
and do so openly and honestly in a face-

to-face, heart-to-heart encounter with
O the one person they have chosen to live
with for the rest of their lives.

Call: 1-302-220-9833 or visit:
www.wwme-delmar.org Application Fee of
$100 confirms your food and lodging.
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JAMES LENTINI 29 DE ENERO, 2017.

Estimados feligreses,

iUna feliz semana de Las Escuelas Catélicas a todos ustedes!
Las Escuelas Cat6licas de los Estados Unidos celebran la
Semana de las Escuelas Catélicas del 29 de enero al 4 de
febrero.

Cuando empecé mi cargo como Parroco de Santa Cruz y la
Inmaculada Concepcién hace 1,312 dias, una de las primeras
quejas que oi en frente de Holy Cross, fue de algo que ocurrio
cuatro afios antes de poner un pie en Delaware. muchos
feligreses y ex alumnos de la escuela de Holy Cross me
dijeron lo terrible que fue que nuestra Escuela Secundaria de
la parroquia haya cerrado en 1987. Dependiendo de la
interpretacion de la historia, se dan varias explicaciones sobre
el "por qué" del cierre y de "quién" es la culpa.

Ahora, como cualquiera que me conoce sabe, que soy un tipo
hiper-pro- escuelas catélica. Es mi ardiente conviccion de que
cada parroquia, cuando sea factible, debe tener una escuela
cat6lica. Es una de nuestras herramientas mas importantes
para servir a nuestros jovenes, a nuestras familias y al
mandamiento de Cristo, " Vayan y ensefien a todas las
naciones”. Y asi, cuando la gente lamentaba la ausencia de una
escuela secundaria parroquial, siempre les sefialaba a nuestro
escuela secundaria diocesano local, La Academia St. Thomas
More (que fue inaugurada en Magnolia, once afios después
del cierre de la escuela secundaria de Holy Cross); "Ves," yo
decia "Tenemos una Escuela Secundaria Cat6lica".

La historia entre La Academia de St. Thomas More (STMA)
y Holy Cross siempre ha sido una muy predominante. La
mayoria de los laicos que trabajaron para construir y hacer
realidad la STMA a mediados de la década de 1990 fueron
feligreses de Holy Cross. Desde entonces, siempre ha habido
una afinidad entre la STMA y Holy Cross a lo largo de los
afios. Dicho esto, la gente de otras parroquias también tenian
una mano en la construccion de STMA, ya sea desde la playa,
o Milford, o Smyrna. Sin embargo, la proximidad de la
Escuela de Holy Cross a STMA forjo una relacion especial.

En 2011, después de cuatro afios como capellan en STMA, fui
nombrado Principal - y entre mis muchos objetivos estaba el
acercar STMA y Holy Cross; Es decir, para hacer el caso de
que tuvimos una educacion catolica perfecta K-12 justo aqui
en nuestra parroquia. Y presionamos duramente ese caso, y
cada afio nuestra parroquia y STMA se han acercado més,
especialmente bajo la directora actual, la Sra. Rachael Casey.

Bueno, ahora ha llegado el siguiente paso I6gico en esta unidn,
vigente en el afio escolar 2017-18, la Academia St. Thomas
More se convertira en la escuela secundaria de la parroquia de
Holy Cross! Nuestra parroquia volvera a tener su propia
escuela secundaria. Ahora, puesto que STMA es la Unica
escuela secundaria (High School) catdlica en el centro y el sur
de Delaware, todavia sera regional en su alcance, atrayendo
estudiantes de todo Kent y del condado de Sussex.

Ahora, mientras que la educacion catélica K-12 sera
verdaderamente ligada, STMA sera nuestra escuela
secundaria parroquial, he tomado muchos pasos para hacer
esta transicion financieramente solida, pastoralmente reflexiva
y administrativamente bien ejecutada. Con este fin, la escuela
secundaria seguira teniendo un presupuesto separado, sin
subsidio de la parroquia, y mantendra su propio Director.
Administrativamente, sin embargo, La Principal se reportara a
este viejo parroco, como hace la Principal de Santa Cruz.
Pastoralmente hablando, la escuela mantendra su nombre
existente; Lo que serd en términos de uso regular y
entendimiento parroquial es La Academia St. Thomas More,
la escuela secundaria de la parroquia de Holy Cross.

Una parte clave de este cambio es que la Didcesis, la Escuela
Secundaria al igual que yo sentiamos que las oportunidades
de ahorro de costos a través de una economias de escala,
recursos compartidos y otras formas de operacion bajo la
sombrilla de la parroquia enriquecerian tanto a la Parroquia
como a la escuela secundaria.

Sin profundizar demasiado en los detalles, lo que quiero que
se Ileven con esta la Columna del Pastor es que por primera
vez desde 1987, nuestra parroquia tiene una escuela
secundaria. Esto no es algo nuevo para nosotros, sino algo que
se perdid, pero ahora se encontrd. Pido de una manera especial
por sus oraciones y por su apoyo por muchos de nuestros ex
alumnos de La Escuela Secundaria Holy Cross, que siempre
con mucho orgullo hablan de haber tenidor una escuela
parroquial y los maravillosos recuerdos que se llevaron de esa
experiencia. Les pido que apoyen a STMA como nuestra
escuela secundaria de Holy Cross, tal como lo hicieron con la
vieja Escuela Secundaria de Holy Cross. Y yo, por supuesto,
doy la bienvenida a nuestra parroquia hermana, Inmaculada
Concepcion para compartir en este momento de alegria!

Y asi, con gran alegria y emocién, con motivo de la semana de
las Escuelas Catdlicas, me complace decirles que nuestra
parroquia tiene la bendicion de haber recuperado lo perdido en
1987, una escuela secundaria parroquial. No podria pedir un
mejor regalo para Santa Cruz que esto. Doy las gracias a la
Didcesis por todo su trabajo en hacer esto posible, y la
cooperacion de tanta gente aqui y en la escuela secundaria por
su ayuda en hacer esto una realidad.

iuUn nuevo dia ha comenzado! jFeliz Semana de Escuelas
Catélicas! Suyo en Cristo, Fr. James Lentini, Parroco

Una nota de Gracias Navidefios

He sido negligente en dar las gracias a los muchos
feligreses que enviaron tarjetas y regalos este pasado
tiempo de Navidad. Por favor, sepa que su generosidad y
amabilidad es muy apreciada. Permitame aprovechar esta
oportunidad para agradecer a todos ustedes, tanto, por esos
regalos como por susy tarjetas. jPara los que dieron el
pastel, las galletas y el caramelo como regalo, usted notara
que los estoy llevando ahoral

Alegria y gracias a usted ya sus familias. jDios te bendiga!



