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December 29, 2024 Holy Family

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SCHOOLS OFFICE HOURS

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am

Wednesday — 8:15 am

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day,
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day)

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday, 8:30 am —10:00 am,
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Daily, 5 am—9 pm

holy cross

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm by Josaph Paslinek ©°

circa 1820

U Closed Wednesday and Friday " NV
) SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE |
= Sunday, 830,11 am HoLYy DAY SCHEDULE (HC AND ICC)
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish Mary, Mother of God, January 1
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE Assumption, August 15
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish All Saints” Day, November 1

Immaculate Conception, December 8
Christmas, December 25

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near




sacraments

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS

The seven Sacraments of the Church
were instituted by Christ to confer grace.
Sacrament of Baptism. Call the office to register for
Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children
in our religious education program and school are
prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First
Communion preparation.

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our
religious education program and school are prepared
for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-
cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-
munion to the Sick, contact our parish office.

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults
seeking Confirmation should contact our
Religious Education Office.

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning
for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or
deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction.

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe
you have, or someone you know has, a vo-
cation to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please
contact one of our parish priests.

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family
member must make the request. Late night
requests may not be able to be answered
until the next day.

happenings

HOLY CROSS
MASS SCHEDULE

New Year’s Eve, December 31
5:00 pm Mass
7:00 pm Hispanic Mass

New Year’s Day, January 1, 2025
8:00 am Mass
10:00 am Mass

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MASS SCHEDULE

New Year’s Eve, December 31
5:30 pm Mass
7:00 pm Hispanic Mass

New Year’s Day, January 1, 2025
9:00 am Mass

Happy New Year
from the Priests, Clergy
and Staff of both
Holy Cross
and
Immaculate Conception
Parishes
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WEEKLY OFFERING (HC)
Ending December 15, 2024
OFFTE\‘(‘PTSRY RECEIVED BUNDE‘EETEED/ DIFFERENCE
Regular $28,712 $27,630 $1,082
YTD $624,083 | $647,096 | ($23,013)
Needs $1,546 $1,775 ($119)
WEEKLY OFFERING (ICC)
Ending December 15, 2024
%f]fEERTORY RECEIVED
Regular $5,151
2nd Collection $791

Thank you to all advertisers in
our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

If you know of someone who would
like to advertise in the bulletin,
please contact
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-
8200.
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Dear Parishioners,

This week, as we start 2025, the people of
America will celebrate New Year’s on January
1 for the 272nd time. “Hold your horses!” you
might say in equestrian bluster. “Wouldn’t that
only take you back to 1753? What about the
settlers who were here before that?” Good
question! The good answer to that good ques-
tion is this: prior to New Year’s 1753, the “New
Year” used to begin on a different date; it was
observed on March 25 (The Feast of the An-
nunciation of the Lord). “Hold your horses!”
you might say again, “Why did they do that?”
Another good question and long story fit for
this New Year’s Day Pastor’s Column, and so
with horses held — dare I say — I will pony up
the story.

Look Both Ways. Back in ancient times, you
know, before iPhones, TikTok, and Instagram,
the start of the New Year varied from culture
to culture, though most commonly in March
(i.e., the start of spring). In 153 BC, the then Ro-
man Republic decided to align the start of a
New Year to the start of the term of its Senators
(political legislative leaders), which was on
January 1. Relevant to that date, the Roman
God Janus, for who January is named, had two
faces, one looking back and one looking for-
ward. This is a good iconic image for the start
of any New Year. Thus, throughout the era of
Rome (and its later established empire), Janu-
ary 1 marked, at least in an official sense, the
New Year.

Forward, March! Now, for those who know
their Church history, you will remember that
the Church and the Roman Empire did not
have the best relationship from the time of
Christ through the early Fourth Century. How-
ever, in 313 A.D., Christianity became legal in
the Roman Empire, spreading and growing in
leaps and bounds. So much so that by the start
of the Fifth Century, it was the primary — and
indeed, the official — religion of the Empire. In
that span of time, accelerated by the fall of the
Empire in 476 A.D., many of the lingering ves-
tiges of the old Roman Imperial faith (with its
various gods and goddesses) started being
phased out. One of those vestiges being phased
out — along with toga parties at Caesar’s Pal-
ace — was the “New Year” being tied to the

old Roman government and its god Janus.
In 587 A.D., January 1, as the start of the
New Year, was officially moved from the
“in” list to the “out” list, as it was in that
year that the Church’s Council of Tours
banished January 1 as the date of the New
Year. What replaced it? Over the next 10
centuries, two dates led the pack: December
25 (Christmas) and March 25
(Annunciation); that latter date became the
most common date for the New Year
throughout Europe.

An OK from the UK. In 1582, shortly after
the birth of Dick Van Dyke, Pope Gregory
XIII, with the full force of the Church, prom-
ulgated his aptly named Gregorian calen-
dar. This reform fixed many time-based
problems found in the old Julian calendar.
On this new calendar, the New Year ob-
servance was reset to January 1 — but this
time, the date had nothing to do with the
Roman Senate or the Roman god Janus.
Nope! Now, January 1 was the final day of
the Christmas Octave (i.e., the eighth day of
the solemn observance of the Birth of the
Lord begun on Christmas). Today, we cele-
brate that Octave day as the Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God (a holy day of obliga-
tion), but prior to 1970, January 1 — the Oc-
tave Day of Christmas — was observed as
the Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord.

Of Cassettes, Coke, and Calendars. Most
Catholic countries made this change imme-
diately, but some of the non-Catholic na-
tions resisted the change for a bit. Like the
folks in the 1980s who liked Betamax over
VHS Cassettes or who liked “New Coke”
over Classic Coke, these New Year holdouts
ultimately gave in. In 1600 A.D., an early
protestant-adopter of the new calendar, the
Kingdom of Scotland, daringly adopted it.
Surprisingly, the King got very little flak
from his people on this action (you might
say he got off Scot free in this matter). A
little over a century later, in 1707, England
and Scotland formed a “United Kingdom,”
and ideas flowed freely between these two
nations. One of the ideas from Scotland that
caught on in England was the adoption of
the Gregorian calendar. And so it came to

(Continued on page 10)
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connections

HC & ICC CLERGY

Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini, V. F.
Rev. John Enemuo
Rev. John Hynes

HC CLERGY

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
In Residence

Mr. Philip Belt Deacon
Mr. John Harvey Deacon
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon
Mr. Vincent Pisano Deacon
ICC CLERGY

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon
HC STAFF

Parish Office 302 674 5787
Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110
Diane Belt Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113
Kenneth Trojan Business Manager, ext. 119
Sharon Seelig Records Office, ext. 116

Arline Dosman
Tammy Korosec
Linda Darling
Justin Wurzel

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18
CRE Religious Ed, ext 122

Youth Ministry, ext. 123
Maintenance Director

Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302

MAILING ADDRESS
Church of the Holy Cross

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

ICC STAFF

Parish Office 410 482 7687
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed.
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper

Arline Dosman

MAILING ADDRESS
Immaculate Conception Church
P. O. Box 399

Marydel, MD 21649-0399

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL

Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8
302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org/school

Mallory O'Mara

MAILING ADDRESS
Holy Cross School

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

Principal, ext. 111
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EPIPHANY (JAN 5.)

FIRST READING: [SAIAH 60:1-6

The prophet is filled with joy as he sees all
creation rejoicing in the glory of God.
SECOND READING: 1EPHESIANS 3:2-3A, 5-6
Paul tells us that through Jesus the Spirit of
God has been given to the whole world.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:1-12

The wise men from the East come to worship
the child who is king.

SAMARITANS

The Samaritans are in need of to work our
outreach hotline. You work from your own
home to vet the calls coming in to the Samar-
itans for help. You do not use your own
phone number, rather a cell phone that is
connected to the Samaritans. If interested,
please call the Holy Cross Parish Office to
leave your name and contact information
please.

WEBSITE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!

In the weeks ahead, our parish representa-
tive from Solutio, Inc., will be setting up the
advertising for our website for the year.
Please consider participating in this effort
since the revenue from the ads is what
makes the website possible at no cost to the
parish. It's a great way to get your name in
front of the families in the parish. Advertise-
ments may be purchased for a business, fam-
ily memorial, or you can sponsor an ad sup-
porting Catholic Charities, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Vocations, etc.

Please give these ideas some thought. We
need and appreciate your help! If you are
interested or just curious as to prices and
want more information, please contact (302)
865-7153 or Sponsor-
ship@SolutioSoftware.com.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be
held the weekend of May 2-4, 2025. This re-
treat offers emotional and spiritual healing
for anyone who has struggled with grief and
loss from abortion. Whether you are post-
abortive or know someone who is, freedom
awaits. Contact Nan Bernardo-Freeman at
302-463-7711 (call or text)

or lucyminn929@gmail.com by April 18.
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YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS

As the year draws to a close, we invite you
to recommit your donation to the parish
offertory collection, or consider an increase
in your giving. Perhaps an additional gift
to your parish over the holidays. Contribu-
tions received by December 31 will qualify
as a 2024 tax deduction. Thank you for be-
ing part of our mission of hope and ser-
vice.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Bishop William E. Koenig invites all married
couples in the Diocese of Wilmington to the
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass on World
Marriage Sunday, February 9, 2025, at 1:00pm
at St. Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark,
DE. Those celebrating significant anniversaries
(5-year increments) - 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40,
45, 50, or any anniversary beyond 50, will re-
ceive a special certificate from the Bishop. Res-
ervations are needed, no matter what the anni-
versary year. Reservations are required by Feb-
ruary 4, 2025.

Bishop Koenig will be available for photos with
interested couples beginning at 12:00 pm and
again after the Mass. If you would like to have a
photo taken with Bishop Koenig, please arrive
at 12:00 pm or plan to stay after
Mass. Questions may be referred to the Office
for Marriage and Family Life at 302-295-0657 or
by emailing OMFL@cdow.org. Registration
can be completed by using the following link —
https://cdowcym.wufoo.com/forms/
zdx6q1g0hx3jsm/

PRO LIFE INFORMATION

Dr. Bernard Nathanson's - 8-point Strate-

gy (Taken from the book FACT CHECK by
Terry Beatley) (con’t from last week)

Point #3 Manipulate and Use the Media

"The manipulation of the media was crucial..."
Bernard N Nathanson, MD, The Hand of God
Because Dr. Nathanson was such an accom-
plished medical doctor, he was considered a
voice of authority. The media trusted him and
accepted whatever he told them as true. Re-
porters rarely scrutinized his facts and figures;
Dr Nathanson had that much influence. His
lies were used to manipulate the media to NA-
RAL's advantage.
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MASS INTENTION

DECEMBER/JANUARY
30 MONDAY
HC 8:00 am Evelyn Bonac
31 TUESDAY
HC 8:00 am Belt and Deighton Families
HC5:00 pm  For the People
ICC5:30 pm  For the People
HC7:00 pm  For the People
ICC7:00 pm  For the People

1 WEDNESDAY

uonoe Ut yjre;

HC 8:00 am Msgr. Daniel McGlynn
ICC9:00am  For the People

HC 10:00 am  For the People

2 THURSDAY

HC 8:00 am Dennis Dickerson
HC7:00 pm  For the People

3 FRIDAY

HC 8:00 am Gary Hartman

4 SATURDAY

HC 8:00 am DM Hennessey/Pritchett Families
HC5:00 pm  Donald & Steven Peer

5 SUNDAY

HC 7:30 am Shawn Hammer
ICC8:30am  Jerry and Gerry Bevenour
HC 9:30 am Lanoue Family
ICC11:00am  Edward Hobbs

HC11:30 am  Domingo Figuera
ICC1:00 pm  For the People

Dec. 29 — Jan. 4 Sanctuary Candle in Church is for Jay
Little.

Dec. 29—]Jan. 4 Sanctuary Candle in the Adoration
Chapel is for the Deceased Members of Durk and Kerr
Families. .

Dr. Nathanson knew the media would spread what-
ever message he told them like wildfire!

"...it was necessary to enlist the fourth estate (the me-
dia) in the cause in order to assure its success...Young
women reporters, newly graduated from college and
attractively radicalized in the campus tumults of the
late 1960s, were assigned to cover the abortion issue,
and we recruited them happily." Bernard N Na-
thanson, MD - The Abortion Papers

PURSE BINGO:

Save the Date! March 22, 2025 for our
fundraiser to assist our teens attending
Catholic Heart Work Camp in June. More
details to follow.



faith in action

JANUARY 4/5, 2025

EMHC SERVERS
C. Bugglin J. Clendaniel J. Cutrona
5:00 M. Casey D. Field
PM
LECTORS
F. Urick
7:30 C.Brown J. Denney J. Shevock
AM J. Chandler M. Jacobs S. Shevock
LECTORS
J.Davis
9:30 T.Arndt K. Boyer J. Beugre
AM D. Banach S. Cordie C. Beugre
LECTORS
J. Amoako
J. Coffield
11:30 A.Cisneros B. Guzman TBD
AM C. Garcia
LECTORS
TBD
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
E. Costello
8:30
LECTORS
AM
B. Thompson
M. Soule
11:00
AM LECTORS

Lausten Family

EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY
COMMUNION

We are in need of more volunteers to help
with taking Holy Communion to our sick and
homebound, visit the hospital, and to help at
our Masses in the Church.

Have YOU ever considered becoming an ex-
tra-ordinary minister? WE NEED YOUR
HELP!! Please consider this important minis-
try. Thank you. Call the Parish Office if
needed.

B2 e S
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ADORATION CHAPEL

Adorers needed! Do you have an hour a week to
spend with our Lord in he Adoration Chapel? We
are so blessed at Holy Cross to have the ability to
spend time with Christ in the Eucharist. If you
look at other parishes in our Diocese, they may
have an hour a week, or a day a week to Adore
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Here at Holy
Cross, we have 16 hours a day, seven days a
week. Unfortunately, we are not filling all these
hours.

If you are able to, get another parishioner, to fill a
time with you, or you can join someone who has
an hour, we can give Glory to God in the Eucha-
rist. We should never leave our Lord alone...Most
Saints spent an hour or hours a day

in Adoration. Please consider your time. An hour
a week. Is this too much? For more information,
call, text or email John Murphy for a time conven-
ient for you. 302-233-1779, jkm2015@verizon.net

QUOTE: “Each time you approach the Blessed Sacra-
ment remember that Jesus has been waiting for you for
twenty centuries for this personal visit from you.” (St.
Josemaria Escriva, founder of Opus Dei)

SUNDAY 7 am, 4 pm, 5pm
MONDAY 5pm
TUESDAY 4 pm
SATURDAY 5am, 9 am, 10 am, 11 am,
12 pm, 1 pm,2 pm 7 pm, 8
pm
CATHOLIC FORUM

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. This week,
tune in to learn about the life and spirituality of
Servant of God, Nicholas Black Elk when Deacon
Bill White, local postulator for the Nicholas Black
Elk Cause is the guest. The Catholic Fo-

rum podcast on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Am-
azon Music podcasts and

DioceseofWilm debuts every Wednesday at 12:00
p-m.; and on Relevant Radio 640 every Saturday
afternoon at 1:30.

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE AT HOLY CROSS
LADIES: Would you like to give a gift of prayer
for our Priest, specifically Fr. John Enoumu? We
are still in need of additional sisters to give:

One Holy Hour One Day a Week

One Priest One Heart of Prayer
MEN are welcome and encouraged to join this
ministry as substitutes.

PICK UP A PAMPHLET IN THE GATHERING

SPACE AND contact: Delizabeth Diaz-Martinez --
email: 7sistersapostolate2023@gmail.com
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Gracias: Nuestro mas sincero agradecimiento a todos los que nos acogieron y nos die-
ron posada en sus hogares. Tanto los hermanos de la parroquia de Holy Cross como la
de la Inmaculada Concepcion es una verdadera bendicion poder compartir nuestras tra-
diciones navidenas

Dia de Precepto: El 31 de diciembre celebraremos la vigilia de la solemnidad de Maria
Madre de Dios, nuestra santa Misa en espanol, a las 7:00 de la noche en la parroquia de
la Santa Cruz en Dover, también a las 7:00 de la noche en la parroquia de la Inmaculada
Concepcion en Marydel. Es dia de precepto y tenemos la obligacion de asistir a misa.

Feliz Afio Nuevo 2025: Que este nuevo ano nos llene de esperanza, buena salud,paz en
nuestras familias y en nuestro mundo, amor, prosperidad y abundantes bendiciones.

Dia de Reyes: El domingo,5 de enero, 2025 celebraremos la Epifania del Sefior, conoci-
do come dia de Reyes, tendremos nuestra tradicional Rosca de Reyes. Los reyes llegaran
para adorar al Nifio y darles aguinaldo a nuestros nifios. Si usted desea colaborar con
una Rosca o con una olla de atole o champurrado hable con la Sra. Arline Dosman.

Foro Cristiano: Reanudaremos nuestro Foro Cristiano “ Santos y Camino a la Santidad”
el viernes,10 de enero 2025 de 6-8 de la noche, en el ELC. Quedan todos cordialmente
invitados.

Voluntarios: Si usted esta interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector,
ministerio de musica, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la Comunion, Arte y Ambienta-
cion, dar Clases Pre-bautismales. Por favor hable con los coordinadores de los ministe-
rios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118

Peregrinos de Esperanza: El proximo Ao del Jubileo sera en 2025 y el tema escogido
por el Santo Padre es “Peregrinos de Esperanza El Afio Jubilar dard inicio con la gran
tradicion de abrir la Puerta Santa comenzara cuando el Papa Francisco abra la Puerta
Santa de la Basilica de San Pedro el 24 de diciembre de 2024. Somos Iglesia, Somos pa-
rroquia, somos comunidad, somos familia en camino al jubileo. Como comunidad ore-
mos y seamos peregrinos de esperanza para el projimo.

ICC- EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

No habra clases el 26 de diciembre ni el 2 de enero 2022. Se reanudaran el dia 9 de enero
2022.

Retiro para candidatos a la Primera Reconciliacion - proxima sesion es el Retiro sabado,
8 de enero,2022 en el salon, 2022 @9am-12mediodia.

Sacramento Primera Reconciliacion: sabado, 22 de enero, 2022 a las 11:00am at Holy
Cross, Dover.

Formacién para los candidatos a la Confirmacion — proximo domingo 16 de enero, 2022
a las 2:30-5pm en el saldn.
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faith formation

RELIGIOUS ED AT HOLY CROSS

“God, thank you for a new year. May everyone
in our family be willing to begin anew with a
clean slate. We know that you are always ready
to forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive
ourselves and to forgive one another.

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest
values and our deepest desires. Help us to live in
the goodness that comes from doing what you
want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about
the future and the past, so that we might live in
peace with you now, one day at a

time.” (Loyola Press) Happy New Year! -
Tammy K. CRE

Next class: January 5, 2025!

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith)

Class : January 12, 2025 Matthew/Mark
room in the Parish office, 2nd floor building
C. This program engages the family, wheth-
er it be parents with K-8 children, or a fami-
ly who wants to enter the Catholic church
and receive the sacraments of initiation to-
gether hand in hand. Come out and join us;
families gathering for prayer, communion
with one another, and sharing our Faith Life
experiences. Registration forms can be
found at: https://holycrossdover.org/
teaching-the-faith/christian-formation/k-8-
formation

Deacon Bob’s Adult Education — Coming
January 7th! “The Wild Goose Series””.

This series is an invitation for Catholics to
make a more profound, life-giving relation-
ship with the Holy Spirit.” “The gift of the
Holy Spirit is not merely something re-
served for Confirmation. The Spirit desires
a relationship with us that will take us on
the greatest adventure imaginable: a journey
to the very heart of God. The Holy Spirit
desires to be present to us in a manner that
brings light out of darkness, freedom out of
bondage, order out of chaos and life out of
death. Come Holy Spirit!” Classes Tuesday
at either 9:00am or 7:00pm in the Matthew/
Mark room of the Parish Office, 2nd Floor,
Building C. All are welcome, this is a free
class. No workbooks are available for this
series. If you have any questions, please con-
tact tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call
(302)674-5787 X 122 for Tammy.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

The Office of Youth Ministry wishes all
our families a very Happy and Healthy
New Year.

CONFIRMATION MAKE UP CILASS:

A reminder to our Confirmation candidates
who have missed class on November 17 (20),
December 1 (4) , or December 15 (18),
makeup class will take place on January 5
from 3-5 pm in the Luke room, 2nd floor
ELC Building C.

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

Rosary in a Year by Ascension Press

If you've ever struggled to build a habit of

prayer, this podcast is for you. In Ascen-

sion’s Rosary in a Year podcast, Fr. Mark-

Mary Ames, CFR, guides listeners in a step-

by-step journey that will change the way

you pray — no matter where you are in your

spiritual life. By starting small and adding

on over time, listeners will find themselves

falling more in love with this powerful Mar-

ian devotion, becoming a source of grace for

the whole world.

Listen to discover....

e How to build a daily habit of prayer

e How to form a relationship with Jesus and
Mary

o The Biblical foundations of the Rosary

e How to meditate with sacred art (visio
divina), saint writings, and scripture (lectio
divina)

e The power of Mary’s influence in your life

o ...and more.

Follow this link for more information:

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/riy-signup

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ICC
Sacraments:
First Reconciliation:
Retreat: Saturday, January 11, 2025 @ ICC,
9am-12noon in Hall, children only.
Sacrament: Saturday, January 18 @ Holy
Cross, Dover at 10:30am
Confirmation Preparation: #4,
Sunday, January 12th at 3pm-5:30 in the Par-
ish hall.

Happy New Year from All At Immaculate
Conception’s Religious Ed Program!!



As we enter this blessed holiday season, Holy Cross Catholic School
has been filled with excitement, joy, and gratitude. From our festive
holiday concerts and plays to the Secret Santa Workshop hosted by
our wonderful Home and School Association, this time of year has
brought so many opportunities to celebrate together as a community.
Yet, amidst the busyness, we have taken time each day to reflect on the
true reason for the season —the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Through daily prayer and reflection, we have worked to ensure that
the love of Christ is felt in every corner of our school.

This past week, we celebrated the birth of Jesus with joy in our hearts.
As a child, I remember that on Christmas morning, my parents would
gather my siblings and me around the nativity.in our home. Before we
could look at the gifts under-the tree from-Santa;, my sisters and I had
the special job of placing the baby Jesus in the nianger. This simple but
powerful tradition instilled in\us the trueredson for Christmas —the
incredible gift of God’s love. It is ourhope at Holy Cross Catholic
School that we deliver that same message to our students with joy
and help them embrace the miracle of Christ’s birth as the heart of this
holy season.

As we look ahead to the new year, we are eager to welcome our stu-
dents back to campus and embark on the many blessings and opportu-
nities that 2025 will bring. Together, we will continue to create lasting
memories, grow in faith, and nurture the gifts God has given each of
us.

On behalf of everyone at Holy Cross Catholic School, 1 wish all of our
Crusader families a blessed and joyful Christmas season. May the
love of Christ fill your hearts and homes, and may the new year bring
you abundant peace and happiness.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Mrs. O’Mara, Principal

PAGE 9

[OOUDS SSOID AJOY



pastor’s column continued

pass that in 1752, the Gregorian calendar was formally adopted, and England moved the ob-
servance of New Year from March to January 1; thus, 1753 marked the first year in Britain and
in its American colonies that New Years Day was celebrated officially on January 1.

Only the Beginning, Only just the start! This brings us back to the present. And though the
Church starts the liturgical year in late November/early December with the beginning of Ad-
vent, it recognizes the start of the civil year on January 1. However, the Church sees January 1
not just as a New Year’s Day observed through the world, but instead, it sees it primarily as the
final day of the Christmas Octave. As noted earlier, the Church designates January 1 as the So-
lemnity of Mary, Mother of God. The spiritual reasoning of the Church gives a powerful basis
for this: After having spent seven days (December 25-31) reckoning the beginning of the new
creation and redemption wrought by Christ’s birth, we now take a day (January 1) to recognize
the start of that new creation, which was built on Mary’s “Yes” to God and her giving birth to
Jesus Christ. And so, as the world welcomes the New Year, we remind ourselves of the new be-
ginning given to mankind by Christ.

Something New Under the Son. And so, for us, as Catholics, while January 1 is New Year’s
Day, there needs to be a difference in emphasis as to how we observe this day. We are to begin
the New Year not just by celebrating the mere changing of a number (2024 to 2025) but rather by
looking back on what God has done for us and looking ahead to the blessed Heaven that, in
hope, awaits us. We have to consider not just the New Year that’s beginning, but more im-
portantly, we have to pray in thanksgiving for the new life, the new beginning, the new hope,
and the New Covenant given to us by Christ. We have to place our hearts and our minds at that
manger scene; we have to contemplate and envision ourselves kneeling beside Mary, Mother of
God, adoring our Savior and abounding in gratitude.

And so, on this New Year’s Day,
this Octave Day of Christmas,
this Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God, we should strive to be
faithful like Mary, open our
hearts to Christ, and welcome
our redeemer as the center of
our life. This January 1, let’s cele-
brate the New Year, of course,
but more so, let us celebrate Our
Lord Jesus Christ, who makes all
things new again, including
time.

And so, in Christ, I wish
you a joyful New Year
and a new beginning —
a new time — to serve
Him in all that we do =,
during this new year and Z// 8
in the man new years to 15
come.
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Yours in Christ,
Fr. James Lentini
Pastor

PAGE 10



