
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am 

Wednesday – 8:15 am  

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 

Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

December  11 ,  2022  3rd Sunday of  Advent  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Thank you to all advertisers in our 
bulletin. 

We appreciate your support! 

If you know of someone who would 
like to advertise in the bulletin, 

please contact  
Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200. 

Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

Ending  Nov. 27, 2022 
 

  
Ending Nov. 27, 2022 

Christmas Schedule  
Holy Cross 

Saturday, Dec. 24 
4:00 pm Mass 
6:30 pm Mass 

9:00 Spanish Mass 
Midnight Mass 

 

Sunday, Dec. 25 
7:30 am Mass 
9:30 am Mass 

 

Saturday, Dec. 31 
5 pm Mass 

7 pm Spanish Mass 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
7:30 am Mass 
9:30 am Mass 

++++++++++++++++++ 
Immaculate Conception 

Saturday, Dec. 24 
5 pm Mass 

7 pm Spanish Mass 
Midnight (Latin Mass) 

 

Sunday, Dec. 25 
9:00 am  Mass 

 

Saturday, Dec. 31 
5 pm Mass 

9 pm Spanish Mass 
 

January 1, 2023 
9:00 am Mass 
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Regular $31,390 $28,000 $3,390 

YTD  $557,506 $596,500 ($38,994) 

Needs  $2,090 $1,604 $486 

Regular $5,150 

Second 

Collection 
$265 
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Dear Parishioners, 

This week, we had a triple-Marian celebration period, 

wherein we observed three special feast days dedicat-

ed to our Blessed Mother Mary. 

On December 8, we celebrated the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception. Celebrating Mary’s concep-

tion, without the stain of original sin, in the womb of 

St. Ann. Mary, the Immaculate Conception is the Pa-

tron Saint of the United States of America. 

On December 10, we celebrated the optional memorial 

of Our Lady of Loreto, which recalls the dedication of 

the home of Mary and Joseph, after the house was 

moved from Nazareth to Loreto, Italy. Mary under the 

title of Our Lady of Loreto is the patron saint of Air 

Forces. 

On December 12, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe. This feast celebrates the appearance of 

our Blessed Mother to Juan Diego in Mexico in 1531. It 

was the first apparition of Mary in the New World 

and marked the rise of Catholicism in Central and 

South America. Mary under the title of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe is the patron saint of the Americas. 

I’ve written about the Immaculate Conception many 

times, likewise about Our Lady of Guadalupe. But this 

go ‘round, I am going to write about Mary, under the 

title of Our Lady of Loreto, which is a fascinating his-

tory. 

House Things! In the realm of television and movie, 

there are many famous houses: the home of Addam’s 

Family; the split level groovy Brady Bunch home-

stead; the creepy home in Psycho inhabited by Nor-

man Bate and “mother;” the palatial Downton Abbey 

on the series of the same name; and of course, the 

Little House on Prairie. But in our Catholic faith, we 

also have a very famous house that has a strong foot-

hold in our devotional life: the home of the Holy Fam-

ily.  

An Italian Address. The home of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is still around today. Now, 

you might imagine it is located somewhere in the Ho-

ly Lands, or somewhere in greater Israel, but it is not. 

The home of the Holy Family — like Michelangelo’s 

David, Sofia Loren, and the leaning tower of Pisa — is 

located in nation of Italy, in a town called Loreto. 

Loreto is located on the Adriatic (eastern) coast of Ita-

ly near Ancona — about a three hour drive due east 

from Rome. 

Question. So, the question one may ask is this: What 

is the house of Jesus, Mary and Joseph — a house in 

which they lived in Nazareth — doing in Italy? Here’s 

the story: 

Angel in the House. Sacred tradition reminds us 

that our Blessed Mother Mary was raised in the 

town Nazareth. This was also St. Joseph’s home 

base. It was in the town of Nazareth that the An-

nunciation occurred (when Mary had an encoun-

ter with the Archangel Gabriel seeking her to 

bring the Messiah into the world). When Mary 

and Joseph were married, tradition tells that they 

moved into this home that belonged to Mary’s 

family. This house in Nazareth was the house in 

which Mary was raised, where she received 

the Annunciation, where she conceived Jesus 

through the Holy Spirit, and where she had lived 

during the childhood of Christ.  

Always a Nazarene. This was the home of the 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (whom 

we celebrate during the Christmas season). After 

Jesus began his public ministry, at age 30, he 

moved on from Nazareth and traveled hither 

and yon, but was always associated with his 

hometown. We hear this in John 1:45-46: 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have 

found the one about whom Moses wrote in the 

law, and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph, 

from Nazareth.” But Nathanael said to him, 

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 

And in our own phraseology, though certainly in 

a more positive tone than Nathaniel, we call 

Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. That was his 

hometown, and it is where the house of his fami-

ly was located. In later years, when no longer 

occupied by the Holy Family, it was said to have 

been made into a Church or chapel.  

This Old House. In any event, that house was 

certainly a Christian site through and into the 

seventh century, that I would imagine was visit-

ed by Christians on pilgrimage. But in 637, the 

rising forces of Islam capture Jerusalem and the 

Holy Land, making visitations there difficult. 

But, in 1099, the Christian forces of the First Cru-

sade liberated the Holy Land, and established 

Nazareth a the capital. An Italian family named 

Angeli had a keen interest in the home of the 

Holy Family, and made their way to Nazareth 

and began the process of reconstructing — fixing 

up — the house which had fallen into disrepair.  

A Moving Experience. In course of this project, 

in 1187, the forces of Islam won a battle in the 

area around Nazareth causing an exodus of 

(continued on page 10) 
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Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini , V. F. Pastor 
Msgr. Daniel McGlynn Pastor Emeritus 
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Mr. Philip Belt  Deacon 
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Church of the Holy Cross 
631 S. State St. 
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Parish Office 410 482 7687 
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager 
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry 

Immaculate Conception Church 
P. O. Box 399 
Marydel, MD 21649-0399 
 
 

   
 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Linda Pollitt Principal, ext. 111 

Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
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We will hold an Advent Reconciliation ser-
vice at Holy Cross on Thursday, December 
15, beginning at 7 pm.  Visiting priests will 
also be available to hear confessions.  Make 

plans now to prepare yourself for Christmas.  

The pre-Christmas clean-up is scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec. 11th.  This includes the remov-
al of Halloween and Thanksgiving decora-
tive items as well as anything in violation of 

the cemetery’s Rules and Regulations.  If you 
wish to reclaim your decorations for reuse, 
please do so by then.  Your assistance in dis-
posing of decorations at home will help re-

duce our clean up time and costs.  
 
Christmas decorations (such as wreaths, 
poinsettias, blankets, etc.) are permitted from 

December 1st until March 1st.  As always, 
thank you for your understanding and coop-
eration in maintaining our sacred grounds.  
For more information, contact Len Dorn-

berger at 674-5787 x135 
 

We welcome our newly registered parishion-
ers: 
• Richard and Kathleen Kashmar 
• Michael, Heather, Aiden and Aurora 

Graham 
 

Condolences to the families of those who 

have recently died:  
• John Coury 
• Walter J. Pereira 
 

The people should not put God to the test, 

but they will be given a miraculous sign.   

The promise of God is revealed in God’s Son 
and it is his Good News that the 

faithful are to take out to the 
world.   

The world is turned upside 
down but we need not be fear-
ful.  
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It’s time to start again asking for help with food 
items for our Christmas baskets.  We are also col-

lecting hams for these baskets.  Items can be left 

inside the door by the Samaritan doorway.  There 
is a freezer there to put the meat into.   

 

The next Sodality meeting will take place on Sun-

day, December 11, at 12:30 pm on the second 
floor of the Early Learning Center.  New mem-

bers are always welcome.  Stop by to see what we 

have to offer.   
 

Learn tools to revitalize romance and deepen 

communication in your marriage!!  Get away for 

an intimate weekend – no group sharing re-
quired.  We would love more couples to attend 

the next weekend.  For information or to register, 

visit our website http://www.wwme.org or call 

Tony and Linda Massino at 302-648-2228.  

 

The Diocese of Wilmington will present The Mag-

ic of Christmas with the world-famous New York 
Tenors at 4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11, at Salesianum 

High School in Wilmington. Event proceeds will 

support the work of Catholic Charities.  
 

The public is invited to experience memorable 

music, moments and magic through the vocal 
artistry of the New York Tenors, Andy Cooney, 

Daniel Rodriguez and Christopher Macchio, as 

they take audiences on a truly entertaining holi-
day journey. 

 

A meet-and-greet with Wilmington’s Bishop Wil-

liam E. Koenig and the New York Tenors will be 
held after the show. For show tickets, sponsor-

ship information, and meet-and-greet tickets, con-

tact Andrea Rotsch at 302-573-3120 
or arotsch@cdow.org. Tickets may be purchased 

online at WilmingtonDiocese.simpletix.com. 

 

“Be patient, brothers and sisters…Do not 
complain about one another.” (James 5:7-9) 
In marriage we know all too well each oth-

er’s faults. When tempted to complain, per-
haps match your complaint, whether spoken 
or thought, with some genuine praise. 
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HC 8:00 am Teri DuPuis 

HC 7:00 pm Angela Dosman 

 

HC 8:00 am Theresa DuPuis 
  

HC 8:15 am John Rigo 

     
 

HC 8:00 am  Thomas Joseph McEvilly 

ICC 7:00 pm  For the People  
 

HC 8:00 am      Jean Papiez 

    

HC 8 am Brooke Catalina Aurori 

HC 5 pm LudwigKosior & DM Kosior Fam. 
                              

HC 7:30 am  Rafael Zaragosa 
ICC 8:30 am Smith & Sullivan Families  

HC 9:30 am  Michael McLaughlin 

ICC 11 am Rosemary Vasquez  
HC 11:30 am Glendaly Torrales 

ICC 1 pm For the People 

 

As we approach the longest night of the year 
(Dec. 21) ponder the growing darkness. Be-
ing in the dark can be scary, but a little can-

dlelight can make it enchanting (and also 
save electricity). Turn off unneeded lights in 
your home for an evening. Talk, tell stories. 
No TV.  

 

The Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 
held on World Marriage Sunday, February 12, 

2023, at 1 pm at Saint Margaret of Scotland 

Church in Newark, Delaware.  The Mass coin-
cides with National Marriage Week, February 7 

through 12.  For more information, please contact 

the Office for Marriage and Family Life 302-295-
0657 or egaus@cdow.org 
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Can you spare an hour to spend with Jesus?  Our 

Adoration Chapel is open from 5 am to 9 pm 
Monday through Sunday  We have openings 

where you can spend quality time with Our 

Lord.  Call Joann Pate today at  
674-4496 to reserve a time for you.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

We will offer a Mass on 
Monday, December 12, at 7 
pm at Holy Cross Church in 
honor of the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.  After 
mass, there will be a proces-
sion to the gymnasium 
where we will host a fiesta to 
celebrate the day.  All are 
welcome to attend the Mass and fiesta.   

 

The Catechism in a Year 
With Fr. Mike Schmitz 
Coming Jan. 1, 2023 
 
In English: 
Father Mike Schmitz  

https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-
a-year-episodes/ 
 
In Spanish: 
Fray Sergio Serrano 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-espanol-
registration 
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 6 am, 4 pm, 5pm,  6 pm, 8 pm 

5 am, 5 pm 

5 am, 12 Noon, 8 pm 

1 pm 

 12 pm, 1 pm,  
2 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm 

 

F. Ernst 
D. Field 

C. Helwig 
F. Hettinger 

G. Coyle 
M. Coyle 
S. Murawski 

D. Kilby 
F. Urick 

S. Gede 
R. O’Neill 

R. Pritchett 
P. Sheldon 

A. Costa 
E. Costa 
M .Costa 

J. Davis 

P. Ford 
S. Ford 

C. Jones 
K. Kelly 

M. Milligan 
J. Seeney 
R.  Willemin 

S. Crossen 
J. Coffield  

 
T. Hernan-
dez 

E. Patoriza 

M. Richard 

K. Espinosa 
C. Geronimo 

A. Luna 

 

 
K. Durham   

 

J. Tormey, Jr.  

M. Soule    

L. Soule 

To be deter-
mined 

  

Thank you to all who help with our various  

ministries at Holy Cross and Immaculate Con-

ception.   We are truly grateful for your service 

to your parishes.   

 

We are always in need of more Lectors, Extra-

Ordinary Ministers of Communion, and Altar 

Servers.   

Please call your parish offices if you would be 

interested in joining in with those who already 

serve.   
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Hoy  domingo, 11 de diciembre de 10 de la noche en adelante tendremos las mañanitas y el Santo Rosario 
Infantil.  

 

Mañana lunes ,12 de diciembre  la santa Misa a las 7:00 de la noche, seguida por la procesión al gimnasio 
con los Mariachis  donde tendremos la cena y serenatas a nuestra virgen de Guadalupe. Todos están invita-

dos a participar a venir y a celebrar esta fiesta parroquial en honor a nuestra madre bajo la advocación de 

nuestra Sra. María  de Guadalupe. 
 

 Las POSADAS inician el Viernes  16, de Diciembre: 

Anfitriones: Parroquia 
Dirección: La Iglesia, Cafetería, 

 631 South State St. Dover DE 19901 

Sábado 17, de Diciembre:  

Anfitriones: Mejía Betancourt-Cortes 
Dirección: 2411 White Oak Road. Dover, DE 19901  

Domingo 18, de Diciembre:  

Anfitriones: Familia Gerónimo- Ramírez 
Dirección: 139 Carnation Dr. Magnolia, DE 19962 

Lunes 19, de Diciembre:  

Anfitriones: Familias González -Pitti, Gómez. Guzmán 
Dirección: 1002 Quial Run,  

Camden DE 9934 

Martes 20, de Diciembre 
Anfitriones: Familias Ruiz Rangel ,De Luna 

Dirección: 35 Hickory Dale 

Dover, De 19901  
Miércoles  21, de Diciembre 

Anfitriones: Familia  Sarabia y Arreguin  

Dirección:_389 Mannering Dr. 
 Dover 19901 

Jueves  22, de Diciembre:    

      Anfitriones: Familias Espinosa Hernández, Méndez, Pérez Rodríguez, Oviedo, Rivera,   
  Cardona, Vásquez, Rivas, De la Rosa, Torres…. 

Dirección:1244 East Division St. 

Dover, DE 19901 
Viernes  23, de Diciembre:  

Anfitriones Nombre: Familia Serrano 

Dirección: 66 Roberts Dr.  

Dover DE 19901 
Sábado  24, de Diciembre: La Santa Misa de Nochebuena 8:45 PM 

 

Nuestro sincero agradecimiento a las familias que nos acogen en sus hogares.  Que Dios los Bendiga! 
“Participemos con alegría compartiendo con FE el Nacimiento de Nuestro Salvador Que ésta Navidad nos 

enseñe a      vivir  en Unidad, Amor y Paz.” 

  

PRIMERA RECONCILIACION: 6 Sesión para niños es el martes  13  de diciembre, a las 6:30pm en el salón, 
la clase termina a las 7:30pm. Se su hijo no está inscrito por favor comuníquese con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti 

 

Retiro para la Primera Reconciliación:  es el sábado 7 de Enero, 2023 de 9:00 AM - 12 mediodía en el Salon 
Parroquial. Esto es solo para los niños   

 

CONFIRMACION DE JOVENES: Tercera Sesión es hoy domingo,18 de diciembre. a las 2:30 – 5:00 pm en el 

salón. 
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Class 12/18/2022 at 3:00pm-5:00pm  

Interested in enrolling a student in Religious 
Education?  Registration forms available at 
https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-
faith/christian-formation/k-8-formation 

If you have any questions contact Tammy 
Korosec Early L either 302-674-5787 x122 or 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org 
************************************************* 

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catech-

esis) 

Next class January 1, 2023 at 10:30 am in the 

Matthew/Mark Room in the Early Learning 

Center.   Interested in enrolling a student in 

LAFF?  Contact Tammy Korosec.   
 

"The Eucharist in Scripture" with Scott Hahn 

“In The Eucharist in Scripture, discover God’s 
plan as it is expressed through the Bible and 
the Mass. This six-lesson study, presented 
by Dr. Scott Hahn, will unlock the meaning 

of covenant, sacrifice, and sacrament as un-
derstood in the Bible, from Genesis through 
Revelation. 
 

Built around three of Dr. Hahn’s founda-
tional talks: “The Lamb’s Supper,” “The 
Fourth Cup,” and “Consuming the 
Word,” The Eucharist in Scripture examines 

the biblical foundations of the Eucharist and 
explores the Church’s liturgy as the original 
context for the books of the Bible.” 
 

Classes begin January 10th at either 9AM or 
7PM in the Matthew/Mark Room in the Par-
ish Office. This will be a free class.  No 
workbooks will be provided.  If you are in-

terested contact Tammy Korosec at either 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 
674-5787 X 122 
 

 
Confirmation Class: 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:30 pm 
and Wednesday, December 14 at 6 pm 
 

Please join us Sunday, December 18 after the 
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7:30 am and 9:30 am Masses for a delicious 
breakfast of pancakes and sausage in the 

school cafeteria.  Cost is $3 for children ages 
2-8 and $5 ages 9 and above.   Crafts and a 
visit with Santa included. 

We have 2 spots left for Mount 2000 retreat 
February 3-5, 2023 at Mt. St. Mary's Univer-
sity. 

Cost is $100 per teen - open to any high 
school teen interested in joining us. 
Please contact Mrs. Darling for a link to reg-
ister. 

We will be traveling to Drexel Hill, PA June 

25 to June 30 for a week of service, faith and 
fun.  Please consider joining us - spots avail-
able.  See Mrs. Darling. 

Religious Education classes run Sunday 
mornings until May 7th, 9:40 am-10:50 am. If 
you have any questions or concerns, do not 

hesitate to contact Alicia Poppiti @410-482-
8939 or dre@iccmarydel.org for more infor-
mation.  Also, If you have any difficulty 
with affording RE, please call Alicia Poppiti, 

and the office can assist you.      
 

First Reconciliation Immaculate Concep-

tion:  
Session 6  for children is on Tuesday, De-
cember 13th beginning promptly at 6:30pm 
in the Church Hall, class ends at 7:30pm.  

 
Retreat for 1st Reconciliation is on Saturday, 
January 7th, 9am-12noon in the Parish 
Hall.  This is for the children only. 

  
Youth Confirmation for Immaculate Con-
ception: 
Third Session is Sunday, December 18, at 

2:30-5pm in the Parish hall. 



 

 9 

 

 

 

 

 

h
o

ly
 cro

ss sch
o

o
l 

“In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.” I will go on record and say that no one was ready for the 
great sound that emanated from the priest on the altar.  Speaking only for myself, I attest to the momentary widening of my eyes.  
With the utterance of the first word, he instantly had my undivided attention.    

It was our first day back to school following the Thanksgiving holiday.  One more day at home for the children.  The faculty and 
staff, on the other hand were in retreat for the day, and our day was starting with the 8:00 morning Mass.  Father Timothy Nolan 

was the celebrant of the Mass.  Never had I ever heard a more resonating, deep, and commanding voice.  One of my initial 
thoughts, as I listened, was of his singing voice.  Saying to myself…”Boy, would I love to hear him sing….!” 

Several weeks previous to this day Mrs. White and I had taken a road trip to historic New Castle to visit with our retreat master, 
Father Timothy Nolan.  Father Nolan is the pastor of St. Peter the Apostle and Holy Spirit parishes in New Castle.  He and our 
Pastor, Father Lentini had made an agreement of reciprocity.  On the schedule retreat day, Father Lentini would provide a day in 
retreat for Fr. Nolan’s faculty and Father Nolan would visit Holy Cross.  And so, Mrs. White and I drove north to meet and dis-
cuss options for the day.  Mrs. White was prepared with some suggestions for Father Nolan’s consideration, the one common 
theme being the onset of the Advent season. 

Father greeted us at the door and showed us to his office.  I was immediately taken by the beautiful pieces of art that adorn his 

walls.  It was difficult to concentrate at first because my eyes were constantly drawn to the magnificent artistic rendering of the 
statue of the Blessed Mother that looms large over all those who visit Holy Spirit parish, or who drive down 295 from the New 
Jersey area.  Our Lady serves as the perfect welcome ambassador to all out-of-staters.   

Our conversation took on a different direction when Father mentioned a certain set of prints he had stored away for safe keeping 
in the old gift shop at Holy Spirit.  These prints were of wood carvings created by a nun Father had met when the order took up 
residency at Holy Spirit some years back.  Her name is Sr. Mary Grace Thul, O.P. and she is a contemporary artist.  She has been a 
Dominican num for over forty years and has produced incredible pieces of spiritual and sacred art including sculpture, painting, 
woodcarving and printmaking.  I try to share different websites with our readers from time to time for your edification, some 
have been found useful.  But this site, you simply must visit.  Familiarize yourself with the extraordinary talent of this gifted 

woman. The detail found in her woodcarvings is unbelievable.  I find her work truly inspiring. 

http://www.ahealingrosary.com/about-the-illustrator---sr-mary-grace-thul.html 

https://www.river-gallery.com/artist/sister-mary-grace-thul 

Anyway…back to the retreat.  Father mentioned to Mrs. White and me that Sr. Mary Grace had carved detailed images of the 
ancestry of Christ. Neither of us were familiar with the Stations, Father went on to explain and offered to lend us the prints of the 
images carved by Sr. Mary Grace.  There were eight carved images reproduced on a rather sophisticated photocopier that almost 
looked to me as if they were pen and ink drawings.  I include the titles of each station, once again for your information in the 
event you would like to research and share with your family. 

Advent Stations: 
Office of the Ancestors of Christ 

Father James Sullivan, OP Father Ambrose Eckinger, OP Sister Mary Grace Thul, OP 
The FIRST STATION—The Creation of Adam and Eve: 

The SECOND STATION: The Covenant Begins: 
The Promise of a Son to Abraham and Sarah 

The THIRD STATION -The Angelic Announcement to Manoah and His Wife 
The FOURTH STATION -The Destiny of Bethlehem Revealed in Ruth and Boaz 

The FIFTH STATION—The Song of Praise of Hannah and Elkanah 

The SIXTH STATION—David’s Promise to Bathsheba “Your son shall reign after me” 
The SEVENTH STATION—The Birth of the Virgin Mary: 

The Fidelity of Israel in Ann and Joachim. 
 

Father’s deep baritone voice led us through the prayers, scripture readings and meditation for each of the seven stations, as the 
faculty filed past each corresponding image.     
 

Our retreat day continued with a “make and take” activity time coordinated by Mrs. White. She presented us with two different 

designs for creating our own Advent calendar.  Ribbons, paper of all sorts sizes and colors, scissors, glue sticks; all the trappings 
and trimmings for an enjoyable craft session followed.  Each of us walked away with an Advent calendar for our own use.  Very 
attractive finished products of our crafty efforts are on proud display in our classrooms.   
 

In her research for the planning of our retreat day Mrs. White found information on what is known as a Shepard’s Meal, also 
known as a Bethlehem Meal.  The meal is served most often on a charcuterie board and includes foods typical of biblical time.  
Our meal included cheeses, meats, dried fruits, rustic crackers, grapes, hummus, and veggies.  Sparkling apple juice rounded out 
our meal.   
 

It was a retreat day filled with learning new things, and enjoyable fellowship. We are grateful to Mrs. White for her detailed plan-
ning and seeing to every need for the day.  
 

Our thanks to Father Timothy Nolan for introducing us to the beautiful works of Sr. Mary Grace Thul, the Advent Stations, and 

for sharing his day with us providing us with a great springboard into the season of purple.    
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Christians from there. Control of the area in and around the Holy Lands went back and forth between the 

forces of Christianity and Islam until final defeat of the Crusader forces in 1291. Seeing this circumstance 

arising, the Angelis family decided that they needed to do something to protect the Holy Family’s home. 

What did they do? They deconstructed the house — stone by stone, likely using local help from the region. 

Then over a period of many year, they shipped the house, in pieces, to Italy.  

Touch by an Angelis. With the stones and parts of the house brought to Loreto, Italy during the last dec-

ade of the 13th century, the house was reassembled. The good work of the Angelis family — and meaning 

of their family name “of the Angels” — gave rise to the pious tradition that Angels carried the home of the 

Holy Family from Nazareth to Loretto. Though, I have no doubt God’s holy angels protected this family in 

their good work. A side note: the imagery in art showing angels carrying the house to Loreto, is what led 

to Our Lady of Loreto being made the patron saint of Air Forces.  

Safe House. In any event, as time went the small stone house that was the home of the Holy Family was 

further protected. How? A house was built around the house. A huge marble enclosure was built around 

the house and that enclosure was built within a Basilica Church. So the small stone house of the Holy Fam-

ily is still in Loreto, within a large “house,” within a Basilica. I’d say it is pretty ding-dong safe! That Basili-

ca of Our Lady of Loreto is a popular pilgrimages site for the faithful who share a grand devotion to our 

Blessed Mother.  

Another Question. “But, wait!” you may say. When we talk about “Our Lady of Loreto” isn’t that like 

“Our Lady of Guadeloupe,” or “Our Lady of Fatima” — didn’t Mary appear there to the people in Loreto? 

The answer to that is: No. In the house, added at some point perhaps during the Angelis family’s recon-

struction or, more likely, in years thereafter, was a statue of a blackened Virgin. This statue was given the 

title “Our Lady of Loreto.” The title came from this image, and the fact that this house was Mary’s home — 

and both were now Loreto. 

A Litany of Prayer. The Litany of the Loreto, which honors Mary under her many titles was established 

with formal approbation of Pope Sixtus V in 1587. It was first publicly prayed at the site of the home of the 

Holy Family at the Shrine of Our Lady of Loreto (Italy). The Litany of Loreto remains a popular Catholic 

devotion today. 

Round Trip. In 1797, the statue of Our Lady of Loreto was stolen by Napoleon’s troops and taken to Paris. 

Eventually, by an 1801 treaty agreement, the statue was returned. It was sent to Rome. From there the stat-

ue made its journey back to Loreto; it arrived there on December 9, with visitation of the faithful beginning 

in earnest the next day. 

Rising from the Flames. In 1921, a fire destroyed the statue of Our Lady of Loreto. Upset by its loss, Pope 

Pius XI, commissioned a new image replicating the original to be carved. The statue was carved from the 

wood of a cedar of Lebanon tree housed in the Vatican Gar-

dens. In 1922, the statue was crowned in St. Peter's Basilica 

and then brought to Loreto. 

Recent Developments. In fall of 2019, the Holy Father, 

Pope Francis visited the Shrine at Loreto and announced 

the addition of the optional memorial of Our Lady of Lore-

to (December 10) on the Church’s universal calendar.  

And that brings us these days of three Marian feasts, where 

devotion to Our Lady blooms amidst the prayerful time of 

Advent. And so in a trifecta of prayer we say: Mary, the 

Immaculate Conception; Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe; 

and Mary, Our Lady of Loreto, pray for us. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini, 

Pastor 

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE:  
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