
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
522 Main Street • P.O. Box 399 • Marydel, Maryland 21649-0399 

Phone: 410-482-7687 • Fax: 410-482-7253 
www.iccmarydel.org  

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Friday 9:30-12noon, Closed Wednesdays 

Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change.  It’s best to call first. 

December 9, 2018 – Second Sunday of Advent 

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day 

 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 1:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Weekday Eucharist 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Holydays of Obligation 
As announced in the bulletin 

Reconciliation 
After the Sunday morning Masses, 

Thursday evening 6:30pm 
And by appointment at any reasonable time 

Pastoral Care and Liturgy 
Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor 
Rev. Idongesit A. Etim, Parochial Vicar  
Rev. Timothy J. Brady, Parochial Vicar 
Father Mano Salla, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr. 
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, III 

Christian Formation 
Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E. 
Hispanic Ministry 
Mrs. Arline Dosman 

If you or someone you know is in need of 
financial assistance, please call  

St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

   The Sacraments 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in 
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.  
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell III, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator, 
for details at 302-492-0753. 

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must 
participate in an orientation session.  Please call the parish office at 410-
482-8939 for details. 

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of 
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the 
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are 
considering.  Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for 
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health.  When 
a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the Anointing 
here beforehand, if at all possible.  Our lay ministers to the sick bring 
Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any length of 
time.  Please call the parish office to arrange for these services. 

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to 
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained ministry 
or religious life. 

Dear Parishioners, 

This Saturday, Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Marydel, will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary with 

a gala celebration started off by Mass with our Bishop. 
One hundred years ago, as a nation, we were just 
ending World War I, and heading into the roaring 20s. 

And in Marydel, parish life was just beginning at the 
newly constructed Immaculate Conception. With the 
help of some parishioners, old newspapers, and 
Diocesan records, I have been doing a good deal of 

primary source research for a book on the history of 
Immaculate Conception, entitled “A Church in Two 
States,” and have found some fascinating history. Here 
are some tidbits that will be noted in the book (which 
should be available around Christmastime): 

• About the Town. According to tradition, in 1877, 
Marydel (then called Halltown) was the site where 
two men, both angrier than mosquitos in a 

mannequin factory, fought the last duel in these 
United States, not far from where our Church 
stands today. 

• First Mass. Though the Church is named for the 
Immaculate Conception (and is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary on that patronal feast day), the Church 
was actually opened and dedicated at Midnight 
Mass on Christmas Eve, 1918. 

• First Collection. The first collection taken at that 
Mass yielded a whopping $3.80 (which would be 
$63.64 in 2018 dollars). 

• First Pastor. Its first pastor was from the Vincentian 
religious order: Fr. Maurice A. Cotter, who served 
there until 1920. 

• First Announcement. The first announcement of 
the intent to build a Church was made publicly in an 



article in the Denton Journal on May 19, 1917. It 
reads: “There are a number of the members of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the vicinity of Marydel. 
And a Church will soon be built there. Two lots on 
which the edifice will be erected, have been 
purchased recently from Mr. H. S. Dailey. Rev. M. A. 
Cotter, of Ridgely has charge of the work.” 

Happy 100th. Congratulations to the people of 
Immaculate Conception on the 100th Anniversary of 

the beautiful Church and the beautiful faith given them 
by their forebears from a different time, but with the 
same faith.  

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE.  

Here’s the Story of a Lovely Lady. And now, we 
move from Marydel to Mexico, as we jump back the 

year, not 1918, but 1531! That was so long ago that 
back then the “7-11” was only called the “2-5.” In any 
event, on December 9, 1531, in what its now Mexico, a 
young convert to Catholicism named Juan Diego was 
on his way to Mass. As he was passing a location called 
Tepeyac Hill, he saw a brilliant light at the peak. Much 

like any of us going through Camden-Wyoming in the 
25MPH speed zone, Juan Diego slowed down, and 
looked around. He heard a woman calling him to the 
top of the hill; and after climbing to the peak, he saw 
the Blessed Virgin Mary standing amidst divine 
illumination. Mary spoke to Juan Diego, identifying 
herself and saying:  

“I am your merciful Mother, to you and to all 
mankind who love me and trust in me and 
invoke my help. Therefore, go to the dwelling 

of the Bishop in Mexico City and say that the 
Virgin Mary sent you to make known to him 
her great desire.”  

Run for the Roses. Juan Diego went to the Bishop 

and related this incident to him, but the Bishop didn’t 
believe his story. He asked Juan to seek a sign to bear 
out his claim. On December 12, Juan Diego 
encountered our Blessed Mother on a road near 
Tepeyac Hill. He asked her for a sign he could take to 
the Bishop. Mary told him to climb to the hilltop, pick 

the flowers there and bring them to her. This seemed 

odd to him, as no flowers bloomed at this time of the 
year, and certainly not on a stony summit. But more 
stunned than a vegetarian at a pig roast, Juan Diego 
did find flowers – roses – there. He cut them, put them 

in his tilma (cloak) and brought them to Mary who 
arranged them; she then sent Juan Diego to the 
Bishop with this sign to persuade him. 

Cloak and Stagger. Juan Diego assumed that the 
“sign” that Mary put forth was these beautiful roses he 
found at a place and in a season when they shouldn’t 
be blooming.  So, he went to the Bishop, and opened 

his tilma to show forth the sign. The as a the roses fell 
onto the floor, the two men saw a staggering sight. To 
the amazement of Juan Diego and the Bishop, the 
inside of the tilma now bore an intricate colored 
portrait of the Blessed Virgin, just as Juan Diego had 
previously described her. In a later apparition Mary 

made known that the image on that tilma was be 
known as "Santa Maria de Guadalupe " (or in common 
parlance, Our Lady of Guadalupe). Thus, on December 

12, 1531, the Church confirmed Mary’s first apparition 
in the New World. Soon thereafter, 8,000,000 natives 
converted to Catholicism, and from then on, the 
Church in Mexico thrived and grew. Mary, Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, was declared Patroness of the America by 
Pope Pius XII; her feast day is December 12 (with St. 
Juan Diego’s feast day on December 9). 

Looking Sharp. Much like Ginsu Knives advertised on 
TV infomercials, the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
has never dulled. As a matter of fact, in defiance of 
science and age, the image of Our Lady on that cloak 

has miraculously remained crisp, sharp, and brilliant 
for 483 years. The cloak and its image are on display 
at Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City 
where it hangs reverently behind the main altar.  

Celebrating Our Lady. On December 12, in the 
evening, we will have a Mass at 7pm, followed Fiesta, 

at Holy Cross Parish, while there will be devotions to 
Our Lady at Immaculate Conception Parish. In this 
Holy Season of Advent in which we prepare for the 
Birth of our Savior, it is right that we pause on these 
two very significant holy days to remember his Mother, 
and our Mother, Mary most holy.  

Yours in Christ, Fr. James Lentini, Pastor 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Sunday, December 9 

8:30  James & Elizabeth Griffith 

11:00 Bruce Schepens 

Misa en Español   1pm   For the People 

Thursday, December 13 

7pm Misa For the People 

 

Sunday, December 16 

8:30  Andrea Nagyiski 

11:00 Charles McCurdy 

Misa en Español   1pm   For the People 

COLLECTION TOTALS: 

Offertory: $ 6174.00 
supplementary: $512.00 

 

Second Collection Today:   Retirement for the 

Religious 

Your continued support of the work of your Church 
is much needed and appreciated. 

 

The Mass book for 2019 is open 
 



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

Collection Counters 

Dec  9 Vicky Strauss & Karen Cabaud 

Dec 16  Elisa & Tom Costello  

Dec 23  Marilyn Dixon & Maurilio Gabriel   

Church Cleaning Crew 

Deciembre 14, 2018 Grupo # 4 

Marinda Escalante, Elías González, Alfonso, Perez,  

Oscar Roblero, Edgar Velásquez, Rubelina Ortiz 

Altar Servers 

December16 

8:30am Mass – Anna Clancy & Averi Locke 

11am Mass – Isaac Meyer & Sherlin Santizo 

Spanish Misa 1pm – Darly Ortega & Brittany Cuin 

Lectors 

December 16 

8:30am Mass – Terry Thompson 

11am Mass – Laura Schlaupitz 

Spanish Misa 1pm – Levin Ramírez, Darío Ortega 

Eucharistic Ministers 

December 16 

8:30am Mass – Karen Durham & Sarah Bell 

11am Mass – Alicia Poppiti & Joan Stewart 

Spanish Misa 1pm – Alberto Morales, Carlos Miguel, 

Flora Pérez, Miguel López, Antonio Pérez 

LECTOR BOOKS are in the office.  

Please pick up your copy today. 

 
Are you being called to the priesthood 

or religious life? 
Find out more about the priesthood at 
www.diocesanpriest.com 
Find out more about the religious 
life: religiouslife.com. Let us help you 
to discover God’s plan for your life. 

E-mail: vocations@cdow.org  or 
Call us: (302) 573-3113  today! 

 
John the Baptist went through the whole region of the 

Jordan, proclaiming “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  Is 

God calling you to help prepare His way by serving as a 

priest or as a religious brother or sister?  Call or write Fr. 

Norm Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly and 

Religious Vocations (302-573-3113; 

vocations@cdow.org).  And check out our website: 

www.cdow.org/vocations  

 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Sun, Dec 9 9:40am – SRE Classes in Classroom 
Sun, Dec 9  3pm- Eagle Scout Court -hall 
Mon, Dec 10- decorate hall for Guadalupe 
Tues, Dec 11 7pm – Juan XXIII 
Tues, Dec 11 6:30pm 1st Reconciliation prep-hall 
Tues, Dec 11 8:30pm – Feast of Guadalupe-Hall 
Fri, Dec 14 7pm – Band Practice-cc 
Fri, Dec 14 7pm – RCIA-office 
Sat, Dec 15  9am – 12 noon Reconciliation Retreat-hall 
Sat, Dec 15 - 6:30pm – Culto 
Sun, Dec 16 9:40am – SRE Classes in Classroom  
Sun, Dec 16  11am -1pm Confirmation Prep- hall 
Sun, Dec 16  12 noon Confirmation Sponsor Meeting-cc 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Next meeting  

Tues, December 11 

6:30pm Rosary 

7pm Meeting 

in the Knights Hall 

All members are encouraged to attend.  Membership 

is open to men 18 years of age or older who are 

practicing Catholics.  For more info, contact Grand 

Knight, Bruce Kelley (302) 502-6040 or 

kelley29@comcast.net.  Follow us on Facebook @ 

Knights of Columbus Council 12509 

Immaculate 
Conception Church 

Giving Wreath 

This year we are going to 

try something a little 

different.  The tags on the 

wreath will be for the 

children of the families we 

are helping.  There will be a toy item and a 

clothing need for each child.  The rest of the 

family can be helped by anyone donating a 

container of cookies, a comfort throw, or 

household items (toilet paper, tissues, shampoo, 

soap, tooth paste, lotion, razors, laundry 

detergent, towels, or any type cleaning items).  

All wrapped presents and items should be given 

to Marilyn Dixon in the hall between the 8:30 AM 

and 11:00 AM mass on Sunday morning, or the 

office, before Thursday, Dec. 20, 2018.   

If you have someone in need have them call 302-

670-6702. 

  

mailto:jcocucci@cdow.org
http://www.cdow.org/vocations
mailto:kelley29@comcast.net


FROM THE DRE’S DESK 

School of Religious Education 

9:40am-10:50am 
 

We welcome parents to help and share their faith 
by helping during Religious Education. Please see 
Alicia Poppiti with questions and to register to 

help out.   

 

Sacramental Prep: 
First Reconciliation Prep:  Next session is on 
Tuesday, December 11th from 6:30-7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall.  If you missed the any session please 
see Alicia Poppiti as soon as possible. 

Reconciliation Retreat: Saturday, December 15th, 
9am-12noon in the hall. 

Confirmation:  Next session will be on Sunday, 
December 16th from 11am-1pm in the parish hall. 

Sponsor meeting for Confirmation: Sunday, 
December 16th at 12noon in the computer center. 

Marriage & Family Life Corner 

Parenting Pointer – 

There are usually many preparations to make for 

Christmas. Help your child focus on preparing 

and wait for the celebration.  

Marriage Moment – 

Marital arguments sometimes go round in circles 

with each spouse trying to prove they were right. 

Sometimes you are right, but that's not the 

point. If you can recognize part of the argument 

that you were wrong in, simply saying "I was 

wrong." can help. Resist following it with, "But..." 

Saint Thomas More Academy 

is accepting applications for 

the 2019-2020 school year. 

Financial Aid Application 

Deadline: Jan 14, 2019 A 

Catholic high school education at 

St. Thomas More Academy does not have to be 

out of reach solely for financial reasons. STMA 

families are eligible for both local and diocesan 

needs-based financial aid. Apply for aid online 

at:  https://factsmgt.com/parent-

resources/grant-and-aid/  If you are interested in 

spending a day at STMA or learning more about 

STMA, we encourage you to visit us in person or 

through our website www.saintmore.org 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

The General Directory for Catechesis reminds us that faith is 
both a gift from God and an ongoing call to a process of 
continuing conversion.  Sacred Scripture holds a pre-eminent 
position in catechesis that needs to include opportunities for 
reflection where the disciple can be shaped by the Word of 
God. 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Theme: We are getting ready to welcome Christ into our 

hearts. 

Question for Children: What things do you do to get 

ready for a big event or celebration? 

Question for Youth: How do you share the Good News 

of Jesus with others? 

Question for Adults: Name one thing you can do to 

help “prepare the way of the Lord?” 

2o domingo de adviento 

Tema: Nos estamos preparando para recibir a 

Cristo en nuestros corazones. 

Pregunta para los niños: ¿Qué hacen para 

prepararse para un gran evento o celebración? 

Pregunta para los jóvenes: ¿Cómo compartes la 

Buena Nueva de Jesús con los demás? 

Pregunta para los adultos: Nombren algo que 

puedan hacer para ayudar a “preparar el camino del 

Señor.” 

 

Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples 

who can help a couple re-awaken the love, trust and 

commitment that originally brought them 

together, just as they have done in their own 

marriages.  Retrouvaille can help heal a 

marriage, as it has for tens of thousands of 

couples throughout the world.  The next program begins 

on the weekend of February 8-10 at the Family Life 

Center in Malvern, PA.  Additional weekends will be held 

in April and August.  For more information, or to register 

for one of our weekends, visit our web site 

at:  www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 1-800-470-2230.  

All inquiries are kept strictly confidential. 

  

Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, and 
Lectors are still needed for Masses on 
Christmas and New Years.  Please call 
office to when you can help. 

  

https://factsmgt.com/parent-resources/grant-and-aid/
https://factsmgt.com/parent-resources/grant-and-aid/
http://www.saintmore.org/


Columna del párroco padre 
James Lentini  9 de DECIEMBRE, 
2018. 
Queridos feligreses, 

 

Este sábado, la parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción 

en Marydel, celebrará su centenario con una celebración 

de gala iniciada por la santa Misa con nuestro Obispo. 

Hace cien años, como nación, acabábamos de terminar la 

Primera Guerra Mundial y nos dirigíamos a los años 

1920’s. Y en Marydel, la vida parroquial apenas estaba 

comenzando en la Inmaculada Concepción recién 

construida. Con la ayuda de algunos feligreses, 

periódicos viejos y registros diocesanos, he estado 

haciendo una gran cantidad de investigaciones de fuentes 

fidedignas  para un libro sobre la historia de la 

Inmaculada Concepción, titulado "Una Iglesia en Dos 

Estados", y he encontrado una historia fascinante. . Aquí 

hay algunos datos que se anotarán en el libro (que 

debería estar disponible para la Navidad): 

 

• Sobre la Pueblo. Según la tradición, en 1877, Marydel 

(entonces llamada Halltown) era el sitio donde dos 

hombres, ambos muy enojados más que  mosquitos en 

una fábrica de maniquíes, se enfrentaron en el último 

duelo en estos Estados Unidos, ese duele no fue muy 

lejos de donde se encuentra nuestra Iglesia hoy. 

• Primera Misa. Aunque la Iglesia lleva el nombre de la 

Inmaculada Concepción (y celebra su centenario en esa 

fiesta patronal), la Iglesia fue inaugurada y dedicada en 

la Misa de medianoche en la Nochebuena de 1918. 

• Primera  Colecta. La primera colecta tomada en esa 

Misa arrojó la friolera de $ 3.80 (que sería de $ 63.64 en 

2018 dólares). 

• Primer Párroco. Su primer párroco fue de la orden 

religiosa Vicentino: el padre. Maurice A. Cotter, quien 

sirvió allí hasta 1920. 

• Primer Anuncio. El primer anuncio de la intención de 

construir una Iglesia se hizo público en un artículo 

publicado en el Denton Journal el 19 de mayo de 1917. 

Se lee: “Hay varios miembros de la Iglesia Católica 

Romana en las cercanías de Marydel. Y una iglesia 

pronto será construida allí. Dos lotes en los que se 

erigirá el edificio, se compraron recientemente al Sr. H. 

S. Dailey. El Reverendo M. A. Cotter, de Ridgely, se 

encargaran de la obra ”.  

Feliz Centenario. Felicitaciones a los feligreses  de la 

Inmaculada Concepción por el centenario de su hermosa 

Iglesia y la hermosa fe que les dieron sus antepasados de 

tiempos diferentes, pero con la misma fe.  

NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE.  

Aquí está la Historia de una Hermosa Señora. Y 

ahora, nos mudamos de Marydel a México, ya que 

retrocedemos el año, ¡no en 1918, sino en 1531! Eso fue 

hace tanto tiempo que en aquel entonces el "7-11" solo 

se llamaba el "2-5". En cualquier caso, el 9 de diciembre 

de 1531, en lo que ahora es México, un joven convertido 

al catolicismo llamado Juan Diego estaba en camino a la 

misa. Al pasar por un lugar llamado el Cerro del 

Tepeyac, vio una luz brillante en la cima. Al igual que 

cualquiera de nosotros que está pasando por Camden-

Wyoming en la zona de velocidad de 25 MPH, Juan 

Diego disminuyó la velocidad y miró a su alrededor. 

Oyó que una mujer lo llamaba a la cima de la colina; y 

después de subir a la cima, vio a la Santísima Virgen 

María de pie en medio de la iluminación divina. María le 

habló a Juan Diego, se identificó y le dijo: 

“Soy tu madre misericordiosa, para ti y para toda la 

humanidad que me ama y confía en mí e invoca mi 

ayuda. Por lo tanto, vaya a la casa del obispo en la 

Ciudad de México y diga que la Virgen María te envió  

para que le haga saber su gran deseo”. 

 Corre por las Rosas. Juan Diego fue al obispo y le 

relató este incidente, pero el obispo no creyó su historia. 

Le pidió a Juan que buscara una señal para confirmar su 

reclamo. El 12 de diciembre, Juan Diego se encontró con 

nuestra Santísima Madre en una carretera cerca de la 

colina del Tepeyac. Le pidió una señal que pudiera llevar 

al obispo. María le dijo que subiera a la cima de la 

colina, que recogiera las flores y se las trajera. Esto le 

parecía extraño, ya que no florecían flores en esta época 

del año, y ciertamente no en una cima pedregosa. Pero 

más aturdido que un vegetariano en un asado de cerdo, 

Juan Diego encontró flores - rosas, allí. Los cortó, los 

puso en su tilma (capa) y los llevó a María, quien los 

arregló; luego envió a Juan Diego al obispo con esta 

señal para persuadirlo. 

Tilma y  Sorpresa. Juan Diego asumió que la "señal" 

que María puso fueron las hermosas rosas que encontró 

en un lugar y en una estación en la que no debería estar 

floreciendo. Entonces, fue al obispo y abrió su tilma para 

mostrar la señal. Cuando las rosas cayeron al suelo, los 

dos hombres vieron una vista asombrosa. Para asombro 

de Juan Diego y el obispo, el interior de la tilma ahora 

mostraba un intrincado retrato en color de la Santísima 

Virgen, tal como Juan Diego la había descrito 

anteriormente. En una aparición posterior, María dio a 

conocer que la imagen de esa tilma se conocía como 

"Santa María de Guadalupe" (o en el lenguaje común, 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe). Así, el 12 de diciembre 

de 1531, la Iglesia confirmó la primera aparición de 

María en el Nuevo Mundo. Poco después, 8,000,000 

nativos se convirtieron al catolicismo, y de ahí en 

adelante, la Iglesia en México prosperó y creció. María, 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, fue declarada Patrona de 

América por el Papa Pío XII; su fiesta es el 12 de 

diciembre (con la fiesta de San Juan Diego el 9 de 

diciembre). 



Esplendida Imagen. Al igual que Ginsu Knives se 

anunciaba en los infomerciales de televisión, la imagen 

de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe nunca se ha embotado. 

De hecho, desafiando a la ciencia y la edad, la imagen de 

Nuestra Señora en esa Tilma  ha permanecido 

milagrosamente nítida, nítida y brillante durante 483 

años. La Tilma y su imagen se exhiben en la Basílica de 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en la Ciudad de México, 

donde cuelga reverentemente detrás del altar mayor.  

Celebrando a Nuestra Señora. El 12 de diciembre, por 

la noche, tendremos una Misa a las 7 pm, seguida por 

una gran  Fiesta, en la parroquia de la Santa Cruz, 

mientras que habrá devociones a la Virgen en la 

parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción. En este santo 

tiempo de Adviento, en la que nos preparamos para el 

nacimiento de nuestro Salvador, es correcto que 

hagamos una pausa en estos dos días santos muy 

importantes para recordar a su Madre y a nuestra Madre, 

María santísima. 

 Tuyo en Cristo,   

P. James Lentini,  Párroco 

 

  


