Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

522 Main Street  P.O. Box 399 « Marydel, Maryland 21649-0399
Phone: 410-482-7687 « Fax: 410-482-7253

www.iccmarydel.org

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Friday 9:30-12noon, Closed Wednesdays
Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change. It’s best to call first.

December 30, 2018 — Feast of the Holy Family

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m. (in Spanish)
Weekday Eucharist
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Holydays of Obligation
As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation
After the Sunday morning Masses,
Thursday evening 6:30pm
And by appointment at any reasonable time

Pastoral Care and Liturgy

Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor
Rev. ldongesit A. Etim, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Timothy J. Brady, Parochial Vicar
Father Mano Salla, Parochial Vicar

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr.
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, Il

Christian Formation
Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E.
Hispanic Ministry

Mrs. Arline Dosman

If you or someone you know is in need of
financial assistance, please call
St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

The Sacraments

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell 1ll, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator,
for details at 302-492-0753.

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must
participate in an orientation session. Please call the parish office at 410-
482-8939 for details.

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are
considering. Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting.

Pastoral Care of the Sick: The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health. When
a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the Anointing
here beforehand, if at all possible. Our lay ministers to the sick bring
Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any length of
time. Please call the parish office to arrange for these services.

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained ministry
or religious life.

Dear Parishioners,

head. We never speak of Joseph, Mary and Jesus;
rather we speak of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. And the

This Sunday - the Sunday after Christmas - the
Church celebrates the feast of the Holy Family. This is
year marks the 125t anniversary of this feast honoring
Jesus, Mary and Joseph; it was added to the Church
calendar by Pope Leo XIII in 1893.

Family Matters. In our culture, when we speak about
a family, in terms of composition, we usually speak of
it being made up of father, mother and child. That
order of reference (father, mother, child) is pretty
common. Thus, for you Flintstones fan’s we speak of
Fred, Wilma and Pebbles; for you royal-watchers we
speak of Prince William, Kate and George; and of
course, there were Mike, Carol and the Brady kids. We
sometime hear the order amended as woman, man,
and child (for you I Love Lucy fans, Lucy, Ricky and
Little Ricky). However, when we speak of the Holy
Family, that entire order-of-reference is flipped on its

question to consider here is very much the same
question I asked when the movie Jaws 4 came out in
1987: Why? Well, while Jaws 4 still remains a mystery,
I have some thoughts on the unique manner in which
we refer to the Holy Family.

Son Shines. The Holy Family as Jesus, Mary and
Joseph demarcates three important distinctions for us.
First, it reminds us that Holy Family, while an exemplar
for all families, is unique as it marks that family which
embraced the new creation, and bringing forth of God
incarnate. Second, it reminds us that the Holy Family,
as a faithful family, put the Lord God first in their lives.
Third, in our Catholic faith we understand a child is a
gift from God, and thus we place God’s gift (Jesus -
son of Mary, Son of God) front-and-center... focusing
us on what God gave Mary (as mother) and Joseph (as
foster father): Jesus.



All families who seek to be holy families place Jesus
first in their faith, in their life and in their words and
deeds. On this topic of the special role and place of the
Holy Family in our Catholic faith, Pope Benedict XVI
wrote what I commend to you as one of the most
beautiful commentaries on the topic that I have ever
read, and on this Holy Family Sunday, I'd like to share
that reflection with you:

The Gospel according to Luke recounts that when the
shepherds of Bethlehem had received the Angel’s
announcement of the Messiah’s birth “they went with
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger” (2:16). The first eyewitnesses of Jesus’
birth therefore beheld a family scene: a mother, a
father and a newborn son. For this reason the Liturgy
has us celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on the
First Sunday after Christmas. This year it occurred the
very day after Christmas, and, taking precedence over
the Feast of St Stephen, invites us to contemplate this
“ijcon” in which the little Jesus appears at the center of
his parents’ affection and care.

In the poor grotto of Bethlehem — the Fathers of the
Church wrote — shines a very bright light, a reflection
of the profound mystery which envelopes that Child,
which Mary and Joseph cherish in their hearts and
which can be seen in their expression, in their actions,
and especially in their silence. Indeed, they preserve in
their inmost depths the words of the Angel’s
Annunciation to Mary: “"the Child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).

Yet every child’s birth brings something of this mystery
with it! Parents who receive a child as a gift know this
well and often speak of it in this way. We have all
heard people say to a father and a mother: “this child
is a gift, a miracle!”. Indeed, human beings do not
experience procreation merely as a reproductive act
but perceive its richness and intuit that every human
creature who is born on earth is the “sign” par
excellence of the Creator and Father who is in Heaven.

How important it is, therefore, that every child coming
into the world be welcomed by the warmth of a family!

External comforts do not matter: Jesus was born in a
stable and had a manger as his first cradle, but the
love of Mary and of Joseph made him feel the
tenderness and beauty of being loved. Children need
this: the love of their father and mother. It is this that
gives them security and, as they grow, enables them
to discover the meaning of life. The Holy Family of
Nazareth went through many trials, such as the
“"massacre of the innocents” — as recounted in the
Gospel according to Matthew — which obliged Joseph
and Mary to flee to Egypt. Yet, trusting in divine
Providence, they found their stability and guaranteed
Jesus a serene childhood and a sound upbringing.

Dear friends, the Holy Family is of course unique and
unrepeatable, but at the same time it is a "model of

life” for every family because Jesus, true man, chose
to be born into a human family and thereby blessed

and consecrated it.

When March Comes in January. These words speak
clearly about the significance of the Holy Family and
the value of the family in our world. And so, for us in
faith and in life, we are called to honor this Holy Family
and we are called to protect the gift and the mystery
embodied in the person of each child born into the
families of our nation and world. One of the many
ways that we can do this is to attend the annual March
for Life in Washington, D.C. At that March, people of
different faiths and denominations gather to support
the basic idea that innocent human life should be
protected from the moment of conception to the
moment of natural death. This January, the March for
Life will be held on Wednesday, January 18th, 2019.
Folks from Holy Cross and Immaculate Conception,
and from many parishes throughout our diocese are
encouraged to attend and represent the values of our
Catholic faith. Check the parish bulletin over the next
few weeks for more information on this important
event.

May you and your family continue to be blessed as we
continue through this beautiful season of Christmas!

Yours in Christ, Fr. James Lentini, Pastor

MASS INTENTIONS:

Sunday, December 30

8:30 Tom & Doris Costello

11:00 Lynn Schepens

Misa en Espafiol 1pm For the People

New Year’s Eve: Solemnity of Mary
5:30pm: For the People
7:00pm: For the People

New Year’s Day: Solemnity of Mary
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
9:00am: For the People

Thursday, January 3
7pm Misa For the People

Sunday, January 6: Epiphany of the Lord
8:30 William F. & Ann R. Sullivan

11:00 Gene & Jean Wise

Misa en Espafiol 1pm

The Mass book for 2019 is open
Celebrating the

Feast of the Holy
Family




STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT
Altar Servers

December 30

8:30am Mass — Mikey Dixon, Anna Clancy

11am Mass — Vincent Haass, Joanna Santizo
Spanish Misa 1pm — ltzel Roblero, Justin Godinez

December 31-New Year’s Eve
5:30pm Mass — Needed
Spanish Misa 9pm — Needed

January 1- 9am Mass — needed

January 6

8:30am Mass — Avery Locke, Anna Clancy
11am Mass — Savannah Strauss, William Meyer
Spanish Misa 1pm — Yareli & Jose Ortiz

Lectors

December 30

8:30am Mass — Bill Thompson
11am Mass — Donna King
Spanish Misa 1pm — needed

December 31-New Year’s Eve
5:30pm Mass — Needed
Spanish Misa 9pm — Marcos Diaz, Ema Miguel

January 1- 9am Mass — Diane Smith

January 6

8:30am Mass — Marilyn Dixon

11am Mass — Alicia Poppiti

Spanish Misa 1pm — Olegario Cuin, Yorly Escalante

COLLECTION TOTALS:

Offertory: $ 4294.01
supplementary: $ 346.50
Christmas Offering: $ 4425.25

Second Collection Today: supplementary

Your continued support of the work of your Church
is much needed and appreciated.

Knights of Columbus

Next meeting

Tues, January 8

6:30pm Rosary

7pm Meeting

in the Knights Hall

All members are encouraged to attend. Membership
is open to men 18 years of age or older who are
practicing Catholics. For more info, contact Grand
Knight, Bruce Kelley (302) 502-6040 or
kelley29@comcast.net. Follow us on Facebook @
Knights of Columbus Council 12509

Eucharistic Ministers

December 30

8:30am Mass — Tom & Elisa Costello
11am Mass — Jim Ward, Laura Schlaupitz
Spanish Misa 1pm — Needed

December 31-New Year’s Eve
5:30pm Mass — 2 needed
Spanish Misa 9pm — needed

January 1- 9am Mass — Alan Smith, 1 needed

January 6

8:30am Mass — Brenda Lawson, Greg Taraila

11am Mass — Judy Carrow, Paul Lardizzone

Spanish Misa 1pm — O. Roblero, N. Capistran, Salome
Morales, Anselmo Escalante, Veronica Bravo

Collection Counters

Dec 30 Ann Lawson & Julia Moore
Jan 6 Frank & Joyce Cristiano
Jan 13 Robin & Paul Engstenberg

Church Cleaning Crew

Enero 4, 2019 Grupo # 4
Marinda Escalante, Elias Gonzalez, Alfonso, Perez, Oscas
Roblero, Edgar Velasquez, Rubelina Ortiz

Enero 11, 2019 Grupo #5
Olegario Cuin, Enma Rojas, Egidio Macario,
Brendi Macario, Idalinda Pérez, Bersy Pérez

SCHEDULED EVENTS

Dec. 30-Jan. 2 — office closed
Sun., Dec. 30 4pm- Convalidation
Thu, Jan 3 7pm - Misa

Thu, Jan 3 8pm - Directiva

Fri, Jan 4 7pm — Band Practice-cc
Fri, Jan 4 7pm — RCIA-office
Sat, Jan 5 6:30pm — Culto

Marriage & Family Life Corner
Parenting Pointer -

After the hubbub dies down, pause as a family
not only to thank each other, but to be thankful
that you have the resources to give gifts and that
you have a family to share this time with. Don't
let the day slip slide away without this pause.

Marriage Moment -

Jan. 1 is the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God. In
these days of the "Me Too" movement, regaining
respect for women is getting a lot of attention.
This is good, but healthy marriages already
exhibit this. Husbands, tomorrow honor your
wife's unconditional "yes" to love you. The love
will be returned to you.


mailto:kelley29@comcast.net

FROM THE DRE’S DESK

School of Religious Education

December 30" — NO Classes
January 6" — Classes Resume 9:40-10:50am
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Sacramental Prep:
First Reconciliation: Saturday, January 12" at 9
and 11 am at Holy Cross in Dover.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Feast of the Holy Family

Theme: Jesus establishes his obedience to and
relationship with God the Father.

Question for Children: Why is it important to obey our
parents? Why is it important to obey God?

Question for Youth: Jesus was obedient to his parents,
even though he was the Son of God. Why is obedience
so important? Is it something you struggle with?
Question for Adults: How are you, too, called to our
Father’s house?

Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia

Tema: JesUs establece su obediencia a y su relacion con

Dios el Padre.

Pregunta para los nifios: ¢Por qué es importante
obedecer a sus padres? ¢Por qué es importante obedecer
a Dios?

Pregunta para los jovenes: Jesus, aunque era el Hijo de
Dios, era obediente con sus padres. ;Por qué es tan
importante la obediencia? ¢ Te cuesta ser obediente?
Pregunta para los adultos: ;Coémo a ustedes también se
les llama a la casa del Padre?

Saint Thomas More Academy is
accepting applications for the
2019-2020 school year.

Happy New Year!

From Saint Thomas More...

May today there be peace within. May you trust
that you are exactly where you are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that
are born of faith in yourself and others. May you
use the gifts that you have received, and pass on
the love that has been given to you. May you be
content with yourself just the way you are. Let
this knowledge settle into your bones, and allow
your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and
love. It is there for each and every one of us.
~Saint Terese of Liseaux.

Are you being called to the
priesthood or religious
life?

Find out more about the

priesthood at

www.diocesanpriest.com

Find out more about the religious

life: religiouslife.com. Let us

help you to discover God’s plan for your life.
E-mail: vocations@cdow.or

Call us: (302) 573-3113 today!

End of Diocesan Sesquicentennial celebration
sellout of Catholic Priests of the Diocese of
Wilmington, on the 150th Anniversary of its
founding. A great gift for Christmas or birthdays in
the New Year. On sale now for $15 (included S&H)
Available at Angel Crossing Store in Elsmere(302-
654-3232) or by

contacting petermanpublication@gmail.com or 302-
225-7498.

Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of

. volunteer couples who can help a couple
( re-awaken the love, trust and commitment
O.J that originally brought them together, just

as they have done in their own marriages.
Retrouvaille can help heal a marriage, as it has for tens of
thousands of couples throughout the world. The next
program begins on the weekend of February 8-10 at the
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. Additional weekends
will be held in April and August. For more information, or
to register for one of our weekends, visit our web site
at: www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 1-800-470-2230. All

inquiries are kept strictly confidential.
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COLUMNA DEL PARROCO PADRE
JAMES LENTINI 30 DE DICIEMBRE,
2018.

Queridos feligreses,

Este domingo, el domingo después de la Navidad,
la Iglesia celebra la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia.
Este aflo marca el aniversario 125 de esta fiesta en
honor a Jesus, Maria y José; Fue agregado al
calendario de la Iglesia por el Papa Leon Xlll en
1893.

Asuntos de Familia En nuestra cultura, cuando
hablamos de una familia, en términos de
composicion, generalmente hablamos de padre,
madre e hijo. Ese orden de referencia (padre, madre,
hijo) es bastante comun. Asi, para ustedes, fanaticos
de los Picapiedra, hablamos de Fred, Wilma'y
Pebbles; para ustedes, observadores reales,
hablamos del Principe William, Kate y George; y
por supuesto, estaban Mike, Carol y los nifios
Brady. A veces escuchamos revertido el orden de
una mujer, un hombre y un nifio (para los fanaticos
de Yo amo a Lucy, Lucy, Ricky y Pequefio Ricky).
Sin embargo, cuando hablamos de la Sagrada
Familia, el orden de referencia se invierte
completamente . Nunca hablamos de José, Maria y
Jesus; mas bien hablamos de Jesus, Maria y José. Y
la pregunta a considerar aqui es muy similar a la
pregunta que hice cuando salio la pelicula Jaws 4 en
1987: ¢Por qué? Bueno, aunque Jaws sigue siendo
un misterio, tenemos algunas ideas sobre la Sagrada
Familia.

El Hijo Brilla La Sagrada Familia como Jesus,
Maria y José delimitan tres distinciones importantes
para nosotros. Primero, nos recuerda que la Sagrada
Familia, aunque es un ejemplo para todas las
familias, es Unica porque marca el comienzo de la
encarnacion de Dios. Segundo, nos recuerda que la
Sagrada Familia, tiene una familia fiel, pone al
Sefior Dios primero en sus vidas. Tercero, en
nuestra fe catdlica, un hijo es un regalo de Dios, y
asi colocamos el regalo de Dios (Jesus, el hijo de
Maria, el Hijo de Dios) al frente y en el centro...
enfocandonos en lo que Dios le dio a Maria (como
madre) y José (como padre adoptivo): Jesus.

Todas las familias que buscan ser una familia santa
ponen a Jesus primero en sus vidas y sus obras. El
Papa Benedicto X V1 escribi6 sobre este tema del
papel especial y el lugar que tiene de la Sagrada

Familia en nuestra fe catdlica, y que es uno de los
comentarios mas hermosos sobre el tema. Me
gustaria compartir esa reflexion con ustedes:

El Evangelio segin Lucas nos dice que cuando los
pastores de Belén recibieron la bendicién anuncio
del nacimiento del Mesias, "se apresuraron y
encontraron a Maria, a José y al bebé que yacia en
un pesebre™ (2:16). Los primeros testigos oculares
del nacimiento de Jesus es una escena familiar: una
madre, un padre y un hijo recién nacido. Por esta
razon, la liturgia tiene la fiesta de la Sagrada
Familia el primer domingo después de Navidad.
Este afio ocurrio después de Navidad y, teniendo
prioridad sobre la Fiesta de San Esteban, nos invita
a contemplar este "icono™ en el que el pequefio
Jesus aparece en el centro del afecto y el cuidado
de sus padres.

En la pobre gruta de Belén, escribieron los Padres
de la Iglesia, brilla una luz resplandeciente, un
reflejo del profundo misterio que envuelve a ese
nifio, que Maria y José guardan con amor en sus
corazones y que se puede ver en sus expresiones, en
sus acciones, y sobre todo en su silencio. De hecho,
conservan en lo mas profundo las palabras de la
Anunciacion del angel a Maria: "El nifio que
nacera sera llamado santo, el Hijo de Dios" (Lucas
1:35).

iSin embargo, cada nifio trae algo de este misterio
consigo! Padres que reciben un nifio como regalo
conocen esto muy bien y muchas veces hablan de
ello de esta manera . Todos hemos escuchado a
personas decir a un padre ya una madre: "jeste nifio
es un regalo, un milagro!" De hecho, los seres
humanos no experimentan la procreacién
simplemente como un acto reproductivo, sino su
riqueza e intuicién de que cada criatura humana que
nace en la tierra es el "signo™ por excelencia del
Creador y Padre que esta en el Cielo.

iQué importante es, por lo tanto, que cada nifio que
venga al mundo sea bienvenido por el calor de una
familia! Las cosas exteriores no importan: Jesus
nacid en un establo y tuvo un pesebre como su
primera cuna, pero el amor de Maria y de Joseé lo
hizo sentir la ternura y la belleza de ser amado. Los
nifios necesitan esto: el amor de su padre y de su
madre. Esto es lo que les da seguridad, al crecer
esto, les permiten descubrir el significado de la
vida. La Sagrada Familia de Nazaret pasé por



muchas pruebas, como la "masacre de los
inocentes", como se relata en el Evangelio segun
Mateo, que obligd a José y Maria a huir a Egipto.
Sin embargo, al confiar en la Divina Providencia,
encontraron su estabilidad y garantizaron la infancia
de Jesus y un crecimiento solida.

Queridos amigos, La Sagrada Familia es por
supuesto Unica e irrepetible, pero al mismo tiempo
es un "modelo de vida™ para cada familia gracias a
Jesus, verdadero hombre, que quiso nace en una
familia humana, y por eso lo bendijo y lo consagro.

Cuando Marzo Llega en Enero. Estas palabras
hablan claramente sobre el significado de la
Sagrada Familia y el valor de la familia en nuestro
mundo. Y asi, para nosotros en fey en vida,
estamos llamados a honrar a esta Sagrada Familia y
estamos llamados a proteger el don y el misterio
encarnado en la familia del mundo. Una de las
muchas maneras en que podemos hacer esto es
asistiendo a la Marcha anual por la Vida en
Washington, DC En esa Marcha, personas de
diferentes credos y denominaciones se retnen para
apoyar la idea béasica de que la inocente vida
humana debe protegerse desde el momento de la
concepcidn hasta el momento de la muerte natural.
Este enero, la Marcha por la Vida se llevaré a cabo
el miércoles, 18 de enero de 2019. Se les invita a las
personas de Holy Cross y Inmaculada Concepcidn,
y de muchas parroquias de nuestra diocesis a asistir
y representar los valores de nuestra fe catolica.
Revise el boletin parroquial en las proximas
semanas para detalles de este evento importante.

iQue usted y su familia continten siendo
bendecidos mientras pasamos por esta hermoso
Tiempo de Navidad!

Tuyo en cristo
James Lentini
Parroco



