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Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 9:30-12noon Fridays, Closed Wednesdays  

Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change.  It’s best to call first. 

December 25, 2016 – The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day 
 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Weekday Eucharist 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Holydays of Obligation 
As announced in the bulletin 

Reconciliation 
After the Sunday morning Masses, 

Thursday evening 6:30pm 
And by appointment at any reasonable time 

Pastoral Care and Liturgy 
Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor 
Rev. Michael Angeloni, Associate Pastor 

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr. 
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, III 

Christian Formation 

Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E. 
Hispanic Ministry 
Mrs. Arline Dosman 

If you or someone you know is in need of 
financial assistance, please call  

St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

   The Sacraments 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in 
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.  
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell III, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator, 
for details at 302-492-0753. 

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must 
participate in an orientation session.  Please call the parish office at 
410-482-8939 for details. 

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of 
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the 
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are 
considering.  Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for 
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health.  
When a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the 
Anointing here beforehand, if at all possible.  Our lay ministers to the 
sick bring Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any 
length of time.  Please call the parish office to arrange for these 
services. 

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to 
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained 
ministry or religious life. 

Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

I am going to start this Christmas column in an odd way: I am 

going to begin by talking about baseball and statistics. There’s 

not too much holly or jolly about that, but I’d ask you to 

follow me on this back road for a bit. 

Going Home. If someone asks the question to a baseball fan, 

“In major league baseball history, who had the best season for 

hitting home runs?” Now, if you take that question to mean 

“Who hit the most home runs in a season?” The answer in an 

absolute measurement would be Barry Bonds in 2003, with 73 

homers. Simple answer: just go to the largest number. But then 

some say, well, Barry Bonds may have used performance 

enhancing drugs, so that 73 doesn’t really count. Many folks 

would then go back to 1961, when Roger Maris hit 61 homers. 

However that was in a 162 game season; but Babe Ruth hit 59 

homers in 1921 in a 154 game season.  

Ah, thus is the conundrum on this Christmas Day: Who really 

holds that record for the best home run season? Was it Ruth 

with 59? Maris with 61? Bonds with 73? 

The Book of Ruth. I would tell you that I think all of those are 

wrong answers. The correct answer from my perspective 

comes from the year 1920. It was in 1920, when Babe Ruth hit 

54 home runs, but the second-place player on that home run 

list only hit 19. Ruth hit more than two-and-one-half times the 

home runs of his next nearest competitor. As a matter fact in 

1920 Babe Ruth hit 15% of all the home runs of that baseball 

season. The measure I use in my conclusion is a “comparative 

measure” — it deems success by looking comparatively at the 

larger picture. 

To put this in school terms: If you get a 98% on a test, and 

have the highest score in class, but the other 25 students in 

class each get 97%, your accomplishment isn’t such a big deal. 

True, in absolute measure, you had the highest grade, but, so 

what? However, if you got a 98% on that test and the next 



highest grade was a 63%, then you have done amazingly well 

in comparison to your classmates. 

Measuring Christmas. Absolute measures and comparative 

measurements, are of great use in debates of baseball statistics 

(which always gets a good family argument going at the dinner 

table), as well as in economics, finances, popularity, sales, etc. 

Sadly, these types of measures have become manners in which 

many people today measure Christmas. People have tried to 

quantify Christmas by absolute measures like: How many 

people visited at Christmas, how many gifts did I get, did I get 

more than I gave, and how much did I spend on gifts for 

others. While others use a relative measure: How did this 

Christmas compare to last Christmas, how did this Christmas 

stack up to my childhood Christmases, how was my Christmas 

compared to that of this relative or that relative? 

The problem with these measurements of Christmas is that 

they put oneself at the center of Christmas, rather than Christ. 

Let me tell you, from my heart and my faith, that if this is the 

way you seek to measure Christmas, then there is no “winner,” 

and no “success.”  

Christmas is precious and valuable not because of what we 

give or what we get, Christmas is not precious and valuable 

because we did better than our neighbors in some way. No! 

Christmas is precious and valuable because of what God has 

done for us.  

Redemption’s Center.  To appreciate the joy of Christmas, 

one has to see this not from the “selfie” perspective, but from 

the perspective of God’s relationship to mankind. It’s not 

about what gift you got for Christmas, rather it is about what 

mankind received as the ultimate gift 2016 years ago. On that 

first Christmas night God brought redemption into the world in 

the person of Jesus Christ, born for our salvation. To quote 

from “O Holy Night,” on that night in a stable in Bethlehem, 

after years of “sin and error pining,” mankind experienced “the 

thrill of hope” and “the weary world” rejoiced on that “night, 

Divine.” 

The Best Christmas?  Thus, when asking the question: “What 

was the best Christmas ever,” the measure can’t be from us, 

personally. Like the Baseball measurement problem I noted at 

the outset, our answer has to come from us looking at the big 

picture, not the “selfie.” The measure must be from focusing 

on the hope of our salvation. With that in mind: What was the 

best Christmas ever? It was the first Christmas, when God 

became man, and the next Chapter in salvation history opened 

for us. When hope came into this world, when God came to 

dwell with his creation, and when God came to bring peace for 

man, and heal the rupture in that relationship caused by 

original sin.  

The joy of that first Christmas night experienced by Mary, 

Joseph, the Shepherds, and soon thereafter, the world, was so 

profound and so powerful, that we continue to celebrate it 

2016 years later. And so: 

• Regardless of how many Christmas lights we may put up in 

and on our homes, the light of Christ shines brighter. 

• Regardless of how many Christmas gifts we give or get, the 

gift of salvation born to us on that first Christmas remains 

the ultimate gift. 

• Regardless of how wonderfully we decorate, the beauty of 

that night in that small town, in that stable, in that manger, 

brought a beauty to this world still unequalled. 

• Regardless of the beautiful songs of Christmas we sing and 

hear this season, it was the song of the angels on that first 

Christmas that still rings in our hearts and is said at Mass on 

Sundays: “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth, peace 

to people of good will.” 

• Regardless of how we adore the things of Christmas, 

whether it be family, friends, hymns, or other parts of the 

Christmas tradition, we must adore Christ more. God must 

be first in our lives.  

A Christmas Home Run.  And so, on this Christmas, as on all 

Christmases, we celebrate the greatest Christmas ever: that 

first Christmas. There is no comparison. It was a Christmas 

that defies any standards of measurement; it was a Christmas 

that we should try to embrace, not out do; and it was a 

Christmas that was and is one for the record books. That first 

Christmas, was a game-winning home run, bringing victory 

over the forces of darkness and evil. And for us, here on this 

Christmas Day, whether in the box seats or in the bleachers, 

whether on the baseline or in the nosebleed section, we should 

be jumping for joy, heaping praise, and showing gratitude, as 

good beats evil in a shut out. And the winners are us. Thanks 

be to God! 

On behalf of myself, Fr.Angeloni, Msgr. McGlynn, our 

deacons and our entire parish staff, I want to wish you and 

your family a most joyful, happy and holy Christmas! 

Yours in Christ, Fr. James Lentini, Pastor 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Sun., Dec. 25       *9:00am: for the People 
Misa en Español  *10:30am: for the People 
Thu., Dec. 29      7pm  For the People 
Sat. Dec. 31     *5:30pm  For the People 
Misa en Español   7pm  For the People 
Sun., Jan. 1      8:30am : for the People 

11:00: for the People 
 

The Mass book for the 2017 year is now open. 

COLLECTION TOTALS: 

Regular Offertory:                      $ 2659.50 
Christmas Flower Offering   $   598.00 

Second Collection Today:  Supplementary Offertory 

 

Your continued support of the work of your Church is much 

needed, and appreciated.   



STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

Collection Counters 

Dec 25  Marge Messner & Alicia Poppiti 

Jan 1  Marge Messner & Alicia Poppiti 

Jan 8  Frank & Joyce Cristiano 

Church Cleaning Crew 

December 31, 2016  Grupo #6 

Anselmo Escalante, Adelaida Velásquez, Judith Ortiz, 

Cesario Escalante, Ada Escalante, Haylin Bartolón 

January 7, 2017  Grupo #7 

Celia Berduo, Lidia Fernández, Adrián Matías, Agurinda 

Santizo, Maricela Santizo, Patricia López 

January 7, 2017 Rectoría-Oficina 

Alfonso Perez, Oscas Roblero,  Orelia Berdugo,  

Carmen Gabriel, Susana Ortiz Morales 

Altar Servers 

Saturday, December 31 

5:30pm- needed 

7pm - Spanish Needed 

Sunday, Jan 1 

8:30am- needed 

11am- needed 

Lectors 

Saturday, December 31 

5:30pm- needed 

7pm - Spanish  

Sunday, Jan 1 

8:30am- Lani Small 

11am- Sherry Tucker 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday, December 31 

5:30pm- needed 

7pm - Spanish  

Sunday, Jan 1 

8:30am- Deacon Tormey, Tom & Elisa Costello 

11am- Deacon Mitchell, Judy Carrow, Jim Ward 

 

Marriage & Family Life Corner 

Marriage Moment –  

"In the beginning was the Word." (John 1:1) 

And the Word was made flesh. Words count. 

They structure our relationship with each 

other. They are a promise, a sign of love. What 

is the first (or best) word you will say to your 

beloved today? 

Parenting Pointer –  

Christmas is here. How many generations of 

your family will be present during your 

holidays? Listen to each other's stories. Learn 

about the past and future. 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Sun, Dec 25  NO SRE 

OFFICE CLOSED CHRISTMAS WEEK 

Mon, Dec 27  7pm RCIA Office 

Thu,  Dec 29 7pm Misa 

Fri,  Dec 30  1pm Wedding 

Fri, Dec 30   7pm Vigilia Church 

Fri, Dec 30  2pm Reception- hall 

Sat, Dec 31  5:30pm Mass 

Sat  Dec 31 7pm Misa en Español  

Sun Jan 1, 2017  NO SRE 

 

Knights of Columbus 

We meet the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each 

month at 6:30pm.  Come join us!  For 

more info, contact Grand Knight, Harry 

Brown 302-233-8336 or 

daddyofone12307@gmail.com  

Follow us on Facebook @ 

Knights of Columbus Council 12509  

 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Giving Wreath  

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

Thanks to your generosity, this 

Christmas, we could provide 

food and Christmas gifts for 

twenty families here in our 

community.    

YOUR involvement is such an amazing gift!! 

 

 

 St. Thomas More Academy 

133 Thomas More Drive, Magnolia, DE 19962 

St. Thomas More Academy is a Catholic College Preparatory School 

located in Kent County. St. Thomas More is Faith Focused, Teacher 
Connected, 

Arts Inspired, College Centered and Honor Guided. 

 

The Saint Thomas More Family would like to wish 
everyone a faith-filled, joyful Christmas Season 

and  

a peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

 



FROM THE DRE’S DESK 
School of Religious Education 

No Religious Education for next 2 weeks, December 

25
th

 and January 1
st
.   

 

 
 

May the Peace, Joy and Love of the Christ Child be with 

you and your families this Christmas Season.   

Have a Merry Christmas and safe and Happy new year 

from all of us in Religious Education. 
 
ADULT FORMATION: 

 Psalms II: “Praying with Jesus”   Will start up on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 6:30pm in the office 

meeting room.  If you are interested, please contact the 

office.  Session will run for 6 weeks. 

 

 

Joy to the world the Lord has come!!! John’s gospel is 
the only one that does not have a birth narrative yet it 
relays one of the greatest truths that Christ has, and is, 
always present. Jesus is the second part of the Trinity 
so as we celebrate his birth take a moment to meditate 
on that fact. How is your relationship with Jesus? 
While he came to die for us he also was born to show 
us how to live. We are called to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus, how strong is this relationship 
in your life? The wonderful thing about this 
relationship is that it can always get grow stronger. 
Are you open to a deeper relationship? How are you 
showing Him that you are?   

 

 

 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Theme: We honor the relationships of parents and 
children. 
Question for Children: When is it the hardest for you to 
obey your parents? 
Question for Youth: In Colossians, St. Paul lays out a way of 
life for the followers of Christ. As you read through this list, 
which one of these is most difficult for you to follow? 
Which one is easiest? 
Question for Adults: We are invited to let the word of 
Christ dwell within us and direct our daily lives. Which one 
of the lifestyle suggestions in this reading speaks most 
loudly to you? 
 

Festejo de la Sagrada Familia 
Tema: Honramos las relaciones de los padres y los hijos. 
Pregunta para los niños: ¿Cuándo es más difícil obedecer a 
tus padres? 
Pregunta para los jóvenes: En los Colosenses, San Pablo 
expone una forma de vida para los seguidores de Cristo. Al 
leer esta lista, ¿para ti cuál es la más difícil de seguir? ¿Cuál 
es la más fácil? 
Pregunta para los adultos: Estamos invitados a que la 
palabra de Cristo habite entre nosotros y directamente en 
nuestras vidas diarias. ¿Cuál de las sugerencias de estilo de 
vida en esta lectura le habla más fuerte? 

 
Are you being called to the 

priesthood or religious life? 
25 December 2016 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of 

the Lord (Christmas) 

At the birth of the Lord, angels proclaimed the 

good tidings of God’s marvelous work.  Every 
day, religious sisters and brothers, priests and 
deacons proclaim God’s good tidings too.  Have 

you ever wondered what it would be like to join in 
their work?  Let’s talk.  Call or write Father Norm 

Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly and Religious 
Vocations (302-573-3113, vocations@cdow.org).  
Be sure to visit our website: 

www.cdow.org/vocations! 

 Find out more about the 
priesthood: diocesanpriest.com 

 Find out more about the religious 
life: religiouslife.com 

 Let us help you to discover God’s plan 
for your life. 

 



Columna del párroco padre 
James Lentini  25 de diciembre, 
2016.  
Estimados feligreses, 
 
Voy a comenzar esta columna de Navidad de una 
manera extraña: voy a empezar hablando de 
béisbol y estadísticas. No hay mucho sagrado o 
alegre sobre eso, pero te pediría que me siguieras 
un poco en este camino trasero. 

 
 Jonrones. Si alguien hace la pregunta a un 

fanático del béisbol, "¿En la historia del béisbol de 
las Grandes Ligas, quien tuvo la mejor temporada 
en jonrones?" Ahora, si usted toma esa pregunta 
literalmente "¿Quién pegó la mayoría de los 
jonrones en una temporada? La respuesta en una 
medida absoluta sería Barry Bonds en 2003, con 
73 jonrones. Respuesta sencilla: simplemente vaya 
al número más grande. Pero entonces algunos 
dicen, bueno, Barry Bonds puede haber usado 
drogas para mejor rendimiento atlético, que de 
modo que ese 73 no cuenta realmente. Mucha 
gente entonces volverían a 1961, cuando Roger 
Maris bateó 61 jonrones. Sin embargo, eso fue en 
una temporada de 162 juegos; Pero Babe Ruth 
conectó 59 jonrones en 1921 en una temporada de 
154 juegos. 
 
Ah, así mismo es el enigma en este día de 
Navidad: ¿Quién realmente tiene ese récord de la 
mejor  temporada en jonrones? ¿Era Ruth con 59? 
¿Maris con 61? ¿Bonds con 73? 
 

El Libro de Ruth. Les diría que pienso que todas 

esas respuestas son incorrectas. La respuesta 
correcta desde mi perspectiva viene del año 1920. 
Fue en 1920, cuando Babe Ruth bateó 54 
jonrones, pero el jugador de segundo lugar en esa 
lista de jonrones sólo bateeó 19. Ruth bateó más 
de dos y medio- La mitad de los cuadrangulares de 
su próximo competidor más cercano. De hecho en 
1920 Babe Ruth bateó el 15% de todos los 
jonrones de ese béisbol esa temporada. La medida 
que utilizo en mi conclusión es una "medida 
comparativa" - que considera el éxito mirando 
comparativamente en un panorama más amplio. 
 
Para poner esto en términos escolar: Si usted 
consigue un 98% en un examen, y tiene la 
calificación  más alta en clase, pero los otros 25 
estudiantes en clase cada uno sacaron el 97%, su 
éxito no es una cosa tan grande. Es cierto, en 
medida, absoluta que tenías el grado más alto, 

pero, ¿y qué? Sin embargo, si obtuviste un 98% en 
ese examen  y el siguiente grado más alto fue un 
63%, entonces sí ha hecho increíblemente bien en 
comparación con tus compañeros de clase. 

 
Midiendo la Navidad. Las medidas absolutas y 

las medidas comparativas, son una gran manera 
de usar en los debates en las estadísticas de 
béisbol (que siempre obtienen un buen argumento 
familiar en la mesa), así como en economía, 
finanzas, popularidad, ventas, etc.  Tristemente, las 
medidas se han convertido en modelos en los que 
muchas personas miden hoy la Navidad. La gente 
ha tratado de cuantificar la Navidad con medidas 
absolutas como: ¿Cuántas personas me visitaron 
en Navidad, cuántos regalos recibí, si obtuve más 
de lo que di, y cuánto gasté en regalos para otros. 
Mientras que otros usan una medida relativa: 
¿Cómo se compara  esta Navidad con la Navidad 
pasada, cómo esta Navidad se mide con las 
Navidades de mi infancia, cómo fue mi Navidad en 
comparación con la de este pariente o aquel  
pariente? 
 
 
El problema con estas medidas de Navidad es que 
ponen estos cálculos  en el centro de la Navidad, 
en lugar de Cristo. Déjenme decirles, desde mi 
corazón y mi fe, que si esta es la forma en que 
ustedes buscan medir la Navidad, entonces no hay 
"ganador", ni "éxito". 
 
La Navidad es preciosa y valiosa no por lo que 
damos o lo que recibimos, la Navidad no es 
preciosa y valiosa porque de alguna manera lo 
hicimos mejor que nuestros vecinos. ¡No! La 
Navidad es preciosa y valiosa por lo que Dios ha 
hecho por nosotros. 
 
 

 Centro de Redención. Para apreciar la alegría 

de la Navidad, uno tiene que ver esto no desde la 
perspectiva de "selfie", sino desde la perspectiva 
de la relación de Dios con la humanidad. No se 
trata de lo que conseguí  para  la Navidad, sino de 
lo que la humanidad recibió como el  mayor regalo 
de 2,016 años atrás. En esa primera noche de 
Navidad, Dios trajo la redención al mundo en la 
persona de Jesucristo, nacido para nuestra 
salvación. Para citar "Oh Noche Santa", en  esa 
noche en un establo en Belén, “después de mucho 
tiempo estuvo el mundo abatido en pecados y 

errores”,hasta que Él apareció y el espíritu conoció 
su valor un estremecimiento de esperanza, la 
humanidad experimentó "la emoción de la 



esperanza" y "el mundo cansado" se regocijó en 
esa "noche Divina. " 
 

¿La Mejor Navidad?  Por lo tanto, al hacer la 

pregunta: "¿Cuál fue la mejor Navidad de la 
historia", la medida no puede ser de nosotros, 
personalmente. como el dilema de cómo se mide el 
béisbol, nuestra respuesta tiene que venir de 
nosotros mirando el cuadro grande, no al "selfie." 
La medida debe ser de centrar la esperanza de 
nuestra salvación. Con eso en mente: ¿Cuál fue la 
mejor Navidad de todos los tiempos? Fue la 
primera Navidad, cuando Dios se hizo hombre, y el 
próximo capítulo en la historia de la salvación se 
abrió para nosotros. Cuando la esperanza vino a 
este mundo, cuando Dios vino a morar con su 
creación, y cuando Dios vino a traer la paz para el 
hombre, y sanar la ruptura en esa relación causada 
por el pecado original 
 
El gozo de aquella primera noche de Navidad 
experimentada por María, José, los Pastores, y 
pronto después, el mundo, fue tan profunda y tan 
poderosa, que seguimos celebrándola 2,016 años 
después. Y entonces: 
 
• Independientemente de cuántas luces de Navidad 
podamos poner en y alrededor de nuestros 
hogares, la luz de Cristo es la más brillante. 
 
• Independientemente de cuántos regalos de 
Navidad damos u obtengamos, el don de la 
salvación nacido para nosotros en esa primera 
Navidad sigue siendo el regalo más valioso. 
 
• Independientemente de lo maravillosamente que 
decoramos, la belleza de esa noche en esa 
pequeña ciudad, en ese establo, en ese pesebre, 
trajo una belleza a este mundo todavía sin igual. 
 
• Independientemente de las hermosas canciones 
de la Navidad que cantamos y escuchamos en este 

tiempo, fue la canción de los ángeles en esa 
primera Navidad que todavía resuena en nuestros 
corazones y se dice en la misa los domingos: 
"Gloria a Dios en las alturas, y en la Tierra, paz a la 
gente de buena voluntad ". 
 
• Independientemente de cómo adoremos las 
cosas de la Navidad, ya sean familiares, amigos, 
himnos u otras partes de la tradición navideña, 
debemos adorar a Cristo más. Dios debe ser el 
primero en nuestras vidas. 
 

Una Navidad de Jonrones. Y así, en esta 

Navidad, como en todas las Navidades, 
celebramos la Navidad más grande de la historia: 
la primera Navidad. No hay comparación. Fue una 
Navidad que desafía los estándares de medidas; 
Es  una Navidad que deberíamos tratar de abrazar, 
no recrear; una Navidad que era y es una para los 
libros de la historia. Esa primera Navidad, fue un 
jonrón que ganó el juego, llevando la victoria sobre 
las fuerzas de la oscuridad y el mal. Y para 
nosotros, aquí en este día de Navidad, ya sea en 
los asientos de una caja o en las gradas, ya sea en 
la línea de base o en la sección de un sangrado de 
nariz, deberíamos estar saltando de gozo, 
amontonando la alabanza y mostrando gratitud,  al 
triunfar el bien sobre el mal sin permitir  ni una 
carrera. Y los ganadores somos nosotros. ¡Gracias 
a Dios! 
 
En nombre del Padre Angeloni, Mons. McGlynn, el 
Padre Emerson, nuestros diáconos, todos nuestro 
personal que labora en la parroquia, y en el mío 
propio quiero desearles a usted ya su familia  la 
más  Alegre, Feliz y Santa Navidad! 
 
Suyo en Cristo, 
 Fr. James Lentini 
Párroco 

 

 


