
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
522 Main Street • P.O. Box 399 • Marydel, Maryland 21649-0399 

Phone: 410-482-7687 • Fax: 410-482-7253 
www.iccmarydel.org  

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Fridays 9:30-Noon, Closed Wednesdays.  

Because of the limited size of our staff, hours are subject to change.  It’s best to call first. 

December 24, 2017 – Fourth Week of Advent

Eucharist of the Lord’s Day 
 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 1:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Weekday Eucharist 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish) 

Holydays of Obligation 
As announced in the bulletin 

Reconciliation 
After the Sunday morning Masses, 

Thursday evening 6:30pm 
And by appointment at any reasonable time 

Pastoral Care and Liturgy 
Very Rev. James S. Lentini, V.F., Pastor 
Rev. Idongesit A. Etim, Parochial Vicar  
Rev. John T. Solomon, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon James M. Tormey, Sr. 
Deacon Sherman Mitchell, III 

Christian Formation 
Mrs. Alicia Poppiti, D.R.E. 
Hispanic Ministry 
Mrs. Arline Dosman 

If you or someone you know is in need of 
financial assistance, please call  

St Vincent DePaul (302) 670-6702

   The Sacraments 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in 
which adults and children of catechetical age join the Catholic Church.  
Please contact Deacon Sherman Mitchell III, our R.C.I.A. Coordinator, 
for details at 302-492-0753. 

Parents wishing to present their children for Infant Baptism must 
participate in an orientation session.  Please call the parish office at 
410-482-8939 for details. 

Please contact Alicia Poppiti at 410-482-8939 about the preparation of 
young people for Confirmation, or about children’s first reception of 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

Couples planning Matrimony meet with the Pastor or one of the 
Deacons at least one year in advance of the wedding date they are 
considering.  Please call the parish office to arrange for this meeting. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick:  The Anointing of the Sick is appropriate for 
anyone faced with hospitalization or a serious challenge to health.  
When a hospital admission is planned, please arrange to receive the 
Anointing here beforehand, if at all possible.  Our lay ministers to the 
sick bring Holy Communion to those unable to come to Mass for any 
length of time.  Please call the parish office to arrange for these 
services. 

Your Pastor, Deacons and parish staff members are always happy to 
speak in confidence with anyone who senses a call to ordained 
ministry or religious life. 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I am sure if you have celebrated Christmas with various 
family members over the years, you remember 
different things about those celebrations than other 
members in your family may remember. I remember my 
grandmother cooking for about 15 people in tiny 
kitchen in her fifth-story New York apartment– and that 
kitchen was always, amazingly spotless. I remember my 
grandfather, who was on a restricted diet later in his 
life, quietly grabbing various things he wasn’t supposed 
to eat, and my grandmother rightly reproving him. He 
would reply, “But, Anna, it’s Christmas!” She’d roll her 
eyes, say some colorful Italian comment to him, and 
then let him have his desired food of choice.  
 
 

 
 
The Way We Were. I remember my mother and my 
aunt asking my grandmother if she needed “help in the 
kitchen.” In most families that would be a nice offer of  
assistance. But in an Italian family where cooking is only 
second to Christ at Christmas, that’s was a challenge. 
Thus, at that moment the annual mother-in-law / 
daughter-in-law, culinary grudge-match would begin. 
My grandmother would say, “Oh, no, you go enjoy 
yourself, I’ll take care of everything.” It was clever: guilt 
wrapped in bacon-strip of kindness. The food was 
amazing: lamb, lasagna, meatballs, turkey, roast beef, 
soups, bread, and array of desserts – it was enough to 
feed a small nation. 
Things we remember. Our Gospel writers also have 
different memories when speaking about Christmas, 
and so at Christmas Masses we get a mélange of 



different views of the Christmas story. Listening to the 
Gospels of Ss. Matthew, Luke and John (alas St. Mark 
doesn’t relate the Christmas story; somewhat off the 
“mark” for a Gospel writer, I’d say) we hear various 
pieces of the story of the Incarnation of God, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, in three different forms, to wit: 
 
St. Matthew: Of Isaiah and Elvis. At the Christmas Vigil, 
we hear St. Matthew relate the Christmas story 
beginning with the genealogy of Jesus. He lists Jesus’ 
family tree all the way back to Abraham to relate to the 
people of Israel (to whom he was writing) that Jesus 
traces his roots all the way back to Abraham, the father 
of Judaism (therefore to the lineage of King David). 
These speaks to Christ’s relationship to the Jewish 
people and kingship – two key aspects for long-awaited 
Messiah! Likewise, St. Matthew quotes Isaiah. Isaiah 
was the like the Elvis Presley of Prophets for the Jewish 
people (focusing on a different idea of Grace-land), he 
had written, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.” So, when 
this Prophecy of Isaiah came to pass, it weighed 
mightily on Matthew’s version of the Christmas story as 
it was written. 
St. Matthew heard the story of Christmas – and what he 
remembered, was how all of this came to pass to fulfill 
the prophecies of the Jewish prophets, and this was 
therefore the Messiah of Israel, and that’s what he 
wrote. 
 
St. Luke: Reading Between the Linus:  At Midnight and 
early morning Masses one hears from St. Luke. He tells 
the version of the Christmas story with which we are 
most familiar. In “A Charlie Brown Christmas” when 
Linus quotes St. Luke when he commends Charlie 
Brown and his friends “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David, a savior, tis 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you. You 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in 
a manger.” Now unlike Matthew, Luke was writing for 
the non-Jewish audience. Thus he isn’t concerned about 
Jewish identity, lineage, etc. He lays the story out as a 
narrative of events, and there is a focus on Mary, rather 
than Joseph. At Midnight Mass, we hear of Mary and 
Joseph and going to Bethlehem to partake in the Roman 
Census; Mary giving birth; and angels singing Glory to 
God in the highest. At morning Mass, the shepherds 
come to see Jesus lying in the manger; they go out and 
glorify God because of the events of that Christmas 
night. 
 

St. Luke heard the story of Christmas – and what he 
remembered, was that God came into the world in the 
flesh -- for the salvation of the world -- as the son of 
Mary, and that’s what he wrote. 
 
St. John: Poetry in Motion. Do you remember the old 
TV show “Laugh-In”? On it, a man named Henry Gibson 
would walk out on stage, holding a sunflower in one 
hand, and acclaiming “A poem, by Henry Gibson.” He 
would then relate a poem as his way of telling a joke. It 
was different from what the rest of the comedians on 
the show did, but it was funny nonetheless. St. John is 
the poet, of sort, amongst the Gospel writers; his prose 
are beautifully crafted and they weave a poetic telling 
of the Christmas story. I can almost hear his version of 
Christmas story beginning with the word “A poem, by 
St. John.” At last Masses of Christmas day, one hears St. 
John’s version of the story of Christ coming into the 
world; he focuses on neither Mary nor Joseph, but on 
Jesus as the Incarnate (in the flesh) Word of God. This 
reading, John 1:1-18, is one of my favorite, and in part it 
reads thus: “And the Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of 
the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” I 
remember a parishioner at a former Parish who 
attended the Christmas day Mass and complained to 
me, “Why didn’t today’s Gospel tell the Christmas 
story?” I told him, “It did, but it told it poetically.” He 
then told me what he thought of poetry… in very un-
Christmas-ey language.  
St. John heard the story of Christmas – and what he 
remembered, was the beauty of what God did for 
mankind, and that’s what he wrote. 
 
What about us? When we come to Mass at Christmas, 
listen to the Word of God, hear the story of the coming 
of our Savior into the world. While different Gospel 
writers remembered and wrote different aspects of that 
same story, the key point is the same: On Christmas 
morning, all those years ago, God so loved the world 
that he gave us our Savior. And if, amidst the gift giving, 
the food, and the family-frenetics, you remember 
nothing else from the Christmas reading, remember 
that, and thank God everyday for what he did for all us 
on that Christmas day.  
On behalf of all of the priests, deacons and staff at Holy 
Cross and Immaculate Conception parishes, I wish you 
the happiest, most joyful, and holiest Christmas you will 
ever remember! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. James Lentini 
Pastor 



MASS INTENTIONS:  

Sunday, Dec. 24 
8:30am:  John Hafycz 

Misa en Español  11:00am  For the People 
 

Christmas Eve:  

5:00pm:  For the People 

7:00pm: For the People 

12:00 Midnight:    For the People 

Christmas Day:  

Monday, December 25 

9:00am: For the People 

Misa en Español  10:30am  For the People 
 

Sunday, Dec. 31: Holy Family of Jesus 
8:30am:  Lilly Herin 

11:00am: For the People 

Misa en Español  1:00pm  For the People 
 

New Year’s Eve: Solemnity of Mary 

5:00pm:  For the People 

7:00pm: For the People 
 

New Year’s Day: Solemnity of Mary 

Monday, January 1, 2018 

9:00am: For the People 

 

All Christmas Mass intentions are For the People. 

Please hold all those you know who need prayers, and 

those that have passed in prayer during the 

Christmas Holiday.    

 

2018 Mass book is open. To request a Mass, please 

contact the Office. 

 

COLLECTION TOTALS: 
 

Regular Offertory:  $ 3576.81 
Christmas Flower Offering:   $ 643.94 
 

Second Collection Today: Christmas offering 

Your continued support of the work of your Church is 
much needed, and appreciated 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 

 

Sun, Dec 24 – 7 pm Posadas 

Mon, Dec 25- Christmas Day 

Mon, Dec 25-Jan 1- Offices closed 

Thur, Dec 28– 7pm Misa 

Fri, Dec 29 – 8pm Vigilia 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENT 

Collection Counters 

Jan 7   Frank & Joyce Cristiano 

Jan 14   Robin & Paul Engstenberg 

Jan 21   Tom & Mary McGowan 

 

Church Cleaning Crew 

Diciembre 29, 2017 Grupo #5 

Olegario Cuin, Enma Rojas, Egidio Macario,  

Brendi Macario, Idalinda Pérez, Bersy Pérez  

Enero 5, 2018  Grupo #6 

 Santos Juárez, Arturo Ramírez, Eva Bravo,  

Herminda Bravo, Paulina Morales, Silvia Ramírez 

Altar Servers 

December 31-morning 

8:30am Mass –servers needed 

11:00am Mass – servers needed 

1 pm - Spanish Misa- servers needed 

 

New Years Eve 

5:00pm- servers needed 

9:00pm- Spanish Misa-servers needed 

 

New Years Day 

9:00am- servers needed 

Lectors 

December 31-morning 

8:30am Mass –Lani Small 

11:00am Mass – needed 

1 pm - Spanish Misa- Ángela Córdova, Javier Carreto 

 

New Years Eve 

5:00pm- Karen Kairns 

9:00pm- Spanish Misa- Haydi Fuentes, Fausto Ortiz 

 

New Years Day 

9:00am- Barbara Thompson 

Eucharistic Ministers 

December 31-morning 

8:30am Mass –servers needed 

11:00am Mass – servers needed 

1 pm - Spanish Misa- Alberto Morales, Carlos Miguel, 

Flora Pérez, Miguel López, Antonio Pérez 

New Years Eve 

5:00pm- servers needed 

9:00pm- Spanish Misa- Dolores Cuin, Carlos Miguel, 

Flora Pérez, Genaro Pérez, Antonio Pérez 

 

New Years Day 

9:00am- servers needed 

 

 



FROM THE DRE’S DESK 

School of Religious Education 

September 24, 2017-May 6, 2018 
9:40am-10:50am 

 
 No classes on December 24th or December 31st.        
       Classes will resume on Sunday, January 7th.   

      Have safe and blessed Christmas and New Year. 

 

Sacrament of 1
st
 Reconciliation:  

Saturday, January 13, at 9am or 11am, at 

Holy Cross in Dover. 
 

 

 

BRINGING IT HOME- This week, on the eve of 
Christmas, we are presented with the beautiful 
Gospel message that reminds us that, “The Lord is 
with you.” This message is central to our faith, and 
one that should bring us comfort. The Lord is with 
all of us, always and forever. Today’s message also 
reminds us to not be afraid. When Gabriel visited 
Mary it was to provide comfort and joy, a joy that is 
for the whole world. Tomorrow, as we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, reflect on this joy. Remember that 
Christmas is not just a day we receive presents, but 
it is a day that the world received Christ. Christ is 
the greatest gift that anyone can receive, and it is a 
gift that we should share with joy. Christmas day 
can be hectic, but remember to take a moment to 
reflect on its true meaning. Do not allow Christ to 
be taken out of Christmas, and take comfort in 
knowing that the Lord is with you always.  

 
 

Marriage & Family Life Corner 
Marriage Moment – 

Christmas Eve. The birth of a baby reminds us of 

the past and makes us think of the future. Today, 

ponder the lives of your ancestors and your 

unknown future together. 

Parenting Pointer – 

How many generations of your family will be 

present during your holidays? Listen to each other's 

stories. Learn about the past and future. 

 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Theme: God's Spirit comes to us in ways we least 
expect. 
Question for Children: If you were to tell someone one 
thing about Jesus’ mother, Mary, what would you say? 
Question for Youth: Gabriel's greeting to Mary was, 
"Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." This is God's 
greeting to each of us – he loves us just as we are. What 
are some of your personal strengths that God rejoices 
in? 
Question for Adults: Name one area of your life where 
God has surprised you with love, abilities, or even a 
pregnancy. How is God’s Spirit upon you in this 
dimension of life? 
 

4o domingo de Adviento 
Tema: El Espíritu de Dios viene a nosotros en las formas 
en que menos nos lo esperamos. 
Pregunta para los niños: Si tuvieras que contar a 
alguien algo sobre María, la madre de Jesús, ¿qué le 
dirías? 
Pregunta para los jóvenes: El saludo del ángel Gabriel a 
María fue, “Alégrate, llena de gracia, el Señor está 
contigo. Éste es el saludo de Dios para cada uno de 
nosotros también: Dios nos ama tal como somos. 
¿Cuáles son algunas de tus fortalezas personales por las 
que Dios se regocija? 
Pregunta para los adultos: Mencione un área de su vida 
en la que Dios le haya sorprendido con amor, 
capacidades, inclusive con un hijo/a. ¿Cómo ha obrado 
el Espíritu de Dios en usted en esta dimensión de su 
vida? 

Knights of Columbus 

Membership is open to men 18 years of 
age or older who are practicing 
Catholics.  For more info, contact Grand 
Knight, Bruce Kelley (302) 502-6040 or 
kelley29@comcast.net 
Follow us on Facebook @ Knights of 

Columbus Council 12509 

 

 

Our Annual Giving Wreath   
The tags pinned to the wreath each 
request a Christmas gift for one of the 
needy in our community. THANKS so 
much for your ongoing generosity! 

 



Queridos feligreses, 

Estoy seguro que si ha celebrado la Navidad con 

varios miembros de la familia a lo largo de los 

años, recordarás cosas diferentes sobre esas 

celebraciones de las que puedan recordar otros 

miembros de tu familia. Recuerdo que mi abuela 

cocinaba para unas 15 personas en la pequeña 

cocina de su quinto piso en el apartamento de 

Nueva York, y esa cocina siempre estaba 

increíblemente impecable. Recuerdo a mi abuelo, 

que tenía una dieta restringida más tarde en su 

vida, agarrando silenciosamente varias cosas que 

se suponía que no debía comer, y mi abuela 

correctamente lo reprobaba. Él contestaba: 

"¡Pero, Anna, es Navidad!". Ella le cortaba  los 

ojos, hacia algunos comentarios italianos 

coloridos, y luego dejaba que comiera su comida  

favorita. 

 De La Manera Que Somos. Recuerdo 

que mi madre y mi tía le preguntaban a mi 

abuela si necesitaba "ayuda en la cocina". En la 

mayoría de las familias eso sería una buena 

oferta de ayuda. Pero en una familia italiana 

donde cocinar solo es segundo después de Cristo 

en Navidad, era un desafío. Por lo tanto, en ese 

momento comenzaría la discordia anual entre 

suegra / nuera, el resentimiento culinario. Mi 

abuela solía decir: "Oh, no, vete a divertirte, yo 

me ocuparé de todo". Era inteligente: 

culpabilidad  envuelta en una franja de tocino. La 

comida era increíble: cordero, lasaña, albóndigas, 

pavo, carne asada, sopas, pan y una gran 

variedad de postres, era suficiente para alimentar 

a una pequeña nación. 

Cosas que recordamos Nuestros escritores de los 

Evangelios también tienen diferentes recuerdos 

cuando hablan de la Navidad, y por eso en las 

Misas Navideñas obtenemos una mezcla de 

diferentes puntos de vista sobre la historia de la 

Navidad. Escuchando los Evangelios de san 

Mateo, san Lucas y  san Juan 

(desafortunadamente, San Marcos no relata la 

historia de la Navidad, algo fuera de la "marca" 

para un escritor del Evangelio, yo diría) 

escuchamos varias partes de la historia de la 

Encarnación de Dios, en la persona de Jesucristo, 

en tres formas diferentes, a saber: 

San Mateo: de Isaías y Elvis. En la 

Vigilia de Navidad, escuchamos a San Mateo 

relatar la historia de Navidad que comienza con 

la genealogía de Jesús. Él enumera el árbol 

genealógico de Jesús todo el camino de regreso a 

Abraham para relacionarse con el pueblo de 

Israel (a quien estaba escribiendo) que Jesús 

remonta sus raíces hasta Abraham, el padre del 

judaísmo (por lo tanto, al linaje del rey David) 

Esto habla de la relación de Cristo con el pueblo 

judío y  el reinado, ¡dos aspectos clave del tan 

esperado Mesías! Del mismo modo, San Mateo 

cita a Isaías. Isaías era como el Elvis Presley de 

los Profetas para el pueblo judío (enfocándose en 

una idea diferente de la Tierra de Gracia), él 

había escrito, "He aquí, la virgen concebirá y 

dará a luz un hijo, y le pondrán por nombre 

Emmanuel". Cuando esta Profecía de Isaías se 

cumplió, impactó poderosamente en la versión de 

Mateo de la historia de la Navidad tal como fue 

escrita. 

San Mateo escuchó la historia de la Navidad, y lo 

que él recordó, fue cómo todo esto sucedió para 

cumplir las profecías de los profetas judíos, y 

este fue, por lo tanto, el Mesías de Israel, y eso 

es lo que escribió. 

San Lucas: Lectura entre los Linus: A 

medianoche  en la misa de Gallo y temprano en 

la mañana, las Misas, uno escucha de San Lucas. 

Él cuenta la versión de la historia de Navidad con 

la que estamos más familiarizados. En " Una 

Navidad de Charlie Brown ", cuando Linus cita a 

San Lucas cuando le dice a Charlie Brown y a sus 

amigos  "No teman. Les traigo una buena noticia, 

que causará gran alegría a todo el pueblo: hoy 

les ha nacido, en la ciudad de David, un 

Salvador, que es el Mesías, el Señor. Esto les 

servirá de señal: encontrarán al niño envuelto en 

pañales y recostado en un pesebre". Ahora, a 

diferencia de Mateo, Lucas estaba escribiendo 

para una audiencia no judía. Por lo tanto, no está 

preocupado por la identidad judía, el linaje, etc. 

Él presenta la historia como una narración de 

eventos, y hay un enfoque en María, en lugar de 

en José. En la Misa de medianoche, escuchamos 

hablar de María y José y van a Belén para 

participar en el Censo Romano; María dando a 

luz; y ángeles cantando Gloria a Dios en lo más 

alto. En la misa de la mañana, los pastores 

vienen a ver a Jesús acostado en el pesebre; 

salen y glorifican a Dios por los eventos de esa 

noche de Navidad. 

San Lucas escuchó la historia de la Navidad, y lo 

que él recordó, fue que Dios vino al mundo en 

carne y para la salvación del mundo, como el hijo 

de María, y eso es lo que escribió. 

St. John: Poesía en Movimiento. 
¿Recuerdas el viejo programa de televisión 

"Laugh-In"? En él, un hombre llamado Henry 

Gibson salía al escenario, con un girasol en una 

mano y aclamando "Un poema, de Henry 

Gibson". Luego relataba un poema como su 

forma de contar una broma. Era diferente de lo 

que hacían el resto de los comediantes en el 

programa, pero fue gracioso, no obstante. San 



Juan es el poeta, de género, entre los escritores 

de los Evangelios; su prosa está bellamente 

elaborada y tejen un relato poético de la historia 

de Navidad. Casi puedo escuchar su versión de la 

historia de Navidad comenzando con la palabra 

"Un poema, por San Juan". En las últimas misas 

del día de Navidad, uno escucha la versión de 

San Juan de la historia de Cristo que viene al 

mundo; él no se enfoca en María ni en José, sino 

en Jesús como la Palabra de Dios encarnada (en 

la carne). Esta lectura, Juan 1: 1-18, es una de 

mis favoritas, y en parte dice así: " Y el Verbo se 

hizo carne y habitó entre nosotros, y vimos su 

gloria, la gloria como del único Hijo del Padre, 

lleno de gracia y de verdad. "Recuerdo a un 

feligrés de una antigua parroquia que asistió a la 

misa del día de Navidad y se quejaba:" ¿Por qué 

el Evangelio de hoy no cuenta la historia de 

Navidad? "Le respondí:" Sí, pero lo dijo 

poéticamente. "Luego me dijo lo que pensaba de 

la poesía... en un lenguaje muy poco navideño. 

San Juan escuchó la historia de la 

Navidad, y lo que él recordó, fue la belleza de 

lo que Dios hizo por la humanidad, y eso es lo 

que escribió. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¿Y Qué Pasa Con Nosotros? Cuando 

venimos a Misa en Navidad, escucha la Palabra 

de Dios, escucha la historia de la venida de 

nuestro Salvador al mundo. Mientras que los 

diferentes escritores de los Evangelios 

recordaban y escribían diferentes aspectos de la 

misma historia, el punto clave es el mismo: la 

mañana de Navidad, hace tantos años, Dios amó 

tanto al mundo que nos dio a nuestro Salvador. Y 

si, en medio de los regalos, la comida y– el 

ajetreo de la familia, si no recuerdas nada más 

de la lectura navideña, recuerda y agradezca a 

Dios todos los días por lo que hizo por todos 

nosotros en ese día de Navidad. 

¡En nombre de todos los sacerdotes, diáconos y 

personal que labora en las parroquias de la Santa 

Cruz y la Inmaculada Concepción, les deseo la 

Navidad más feliz, alegre y santa que siempre 

recordarán! 

Tuyo en Cristo, 

P. James Lentini 

Párroco 

 

 

 

 


