
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm 
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish  

Monday-Saturday, 8 am 
Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day, 

MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day, Columbus Day) 

Saturday, 8:30 am—10:00 am, 
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm 

Daily, 5 am—9 pm  

 

 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm 

Closed Wednesday and Friday 

Sunday, 8:30, 11 am 

Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish 

Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish 

Saturday, 9:30 am 

Thursday, 6:30 pm 

August  21 ,  2022  21st  Sunday Ordinary Time  

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be 
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near 

Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

Assumption, August 15 

All Saints’ Day, November 1 
Immaculate Conception, December 8 

Christmas, December 25 
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Receiving the Sacraments 
The seven Sacraments of the Church  

were instituted by Christ to confer grace. 

Sacrament of Baptism. Call the  office to regis-

ter for Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For 
adults seeking to enter the Church and be Bap-

tized, contact our Religious Education Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). 
Children in our religious education program 

and school are prepared for Confession at age 

seven as part of First Communion preparation. 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in 

our religious education program and school are 

prepared for First Communion at age seven. 
Adults seeking First Communion should contact 

our Religious Education Office. To request a 

visitation for Holy Communion to the Sick, con-

tact our parish office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our 
parish are prepared for reception of Confirmation 

in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults seeking Confir-

mation should contact our Religious Education 
Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning for 

Marriage are to contact a parish priest or deacon 
one year in advance to set the wedding date and 

plan for pre-Cana instruction. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe you 
have, or someone you know has, a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate, please contact one of our 

parish priests. 

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered by a 

Priest, a person or an immediate family member 

must make the request. Late night requests may 
not be able to be answered until the next day. 

August 7, 2022  
 

  
Ending August 7, 2022 

On Saturday, September 10, pro-life Americans 
throughout the country will gather at the 

gravesites of aborted babies and other memorial 

sites dedicated in their honor for the 9th annual 
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Chil-

dren. 
 

Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to com-

memorate the more than 60 million children who 

have lost their lives to legal abortion since 1973, 

and to remind our society of the humanity of the 
unborn child. Please join us for the memorial 

service in our community: 
 

We will begin with Mass at Holy Cross and then 

proceed to the Memorial of the Unborn in the 

Northwest corner of Holy Cross Cemetery for 
prayer service. 

Event:   National Day of Remembrance for 

Aborted Children 
When:   Saturday, September 10 

Where:  8:00 Mass followed by 9:15 prayer ser-

vice at Holy Cross Cemetery (NW Corner) 

weather permitting. 
More Info: Contact Donna Latteri  862-266-1099   

dlatteri86@gmail.com 
 

Together we remember those who were taken 
out of this world before they had a chance to 

live.  We also pray for the parents to repent and 

turn to God for Mercy. 
 

Abortion is a generational curse and God alone 
can heal the broken hearts and break the chain of 

death.   Please come to honor the lives of the in-

nocent babies. 
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Regular $24,040 $26,750 ($2,710) 

YTD  $150,252 $159,250 ($8,998) 

Needs  $1,757 $1,604 $153 

Regular $4,343 

Second 

Collection 
$538 

 
Online donations through Faith Direct help sustain 

our parish ministries and keep our offertory con-
sistent during the busy summer vacation months. 
If you make the switch today, you’ll be giving 
steady, consistent support to the parish ministries 

you care about most in the months ahead – even if 
you’re out of town during summer weekends. 
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Dear Parishioners,  

In 1970, the pop group Argent commended people to 

“Hold your head up, oh, hold your head up, oh, hold 

your head high.” In our Catholic faith, one of the holi-

est heads that we recall is the head of St. John the Bap-

tist; with the remains of that head still held up high in 

veneration to this very day.   

A Beheading on a Holy Day. On Monday, August 29, 

the Church will celebrate the holy day long-known as 

the Beheading of St. John the Baptist. In recent years, 

the feast has been renamed as The Passion of St. John 

the Baptist. While the name of the holy day has been 

tinkered a bit, the readings, prayers and status of the 

day (as a memorial on the Church calendar) remain 

untouched.  

Whose Wife is it Anyway? The story of St. John the 

Baptist’s death by beheading is well known to the 

faithful: Herod Antipas (better known as Herod the 

Tetrarch) was a local king, and ruler of the areas of 

Galilee and Perea. During a visit to Rome to his half-

brother Herod II (aka Herod Phillip) he became 

smitten with Herod Phillip’s wife Herodias. Yadda, 

yadda, yadda… Herod Antipas (who was already 

married) tossed away his wife like a cheap detective 

novel, divorcing her (which later caused a war, but 

that’s another story). Herod Phillip likewise divorced 

his own wife, Herodias, thus freeing her to marry Her-

od Antipas, which he did.  

Note: Okay, from here on in, I’m referring to Herod 

Antipas as plain ol’ Herod, as Antipas is reminding me 

of antipasto, and making me hungry.  

Grudge Dread. So, when Herod shows up back home 

married to his brother’s wife, this becomes the gossip 

of the kingdom. If Twitter was around back then, the 

Twitter-verse would have been abuzz. St. John the 

Baptist learned of Herod’s marriage and told Herod, 

“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 

Because of this statement Herod’s wife, Herodias, held 

a grudge against St. John the Baptist for his criticizing 

her marriage as unlawful. And that dreadful grudge 

would prove significant to St. John the Baptist’s mar-

tyrdom. 

A Historian’s Observation. Meanwhile, according to 

the first century Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, in 

his writing “ Antiquities of the Jews”, Herod feared St. 

John the Baptist because he had so many followers 

(not the Twitter kind, but actual real people). He 

feared St. John the Baptist would have those people 

overthrow him. As Josephus wrote, “[Herod] feared 

[that] the great influence John had over the people might… 

[incline them] to raise a rebellion —for they seemed ready 

to do any thing he should advise.” Joseph noted that 

Herod, “thought it best, to put him [St. John the Bap-

tist] to death, to prevent any mischief he might 

cause.” So, now all Herod needed was an excuse 

to off St. John the Baptist — and that excuse 

danced up to him one evening. 

An Odd Request. At a grand royal banquet one 

night, Herodias’ daughter, a beautiful young 

woman named Salome, dances for Herod, her 

step-father. Herod is so taken with Salome, that 

he says that he will grant any wish for her.  Salo-

me turns to her mother, Herodias, ands inquires, 

“What shall I ask for?” Herodias, who was bear-

ing a grudge against John and who knew well of 

her husband’s desire to have St. John the Baptist 

killed, tells Salome to ask for “The head of John 

the Baptist.”  Salome, accessorizes her mother’s 

wish with dinnerware, and tells Herod, “I want 

you to give me at once, on a platter, the head of 

John the Baptist.” 

A Roller Coaster of Emotions. Scripture says the 

Herod was distressed by this request — which 

might seem confusing, as he wanted to have St. 

John the Baptist killed. But I reckon Herod’s 

emotion to being similar to when you go on a 

roller coaster. When you go on a roller coaster 

you look forward to the ride, until you get to the 

very top and are about to plummet, and then the 

reality of it all hits you. I think that was what 

Herod felt when he finally got the opening to kill 

St. John the Baptist. And distressed or not, he 

honored the request. He ordered St. John the 

Baptist to be beheaded. The executioner brought 

John’s head back to Salome, as requested, on a 

silver platter. Of note, Salome rejected the grue-

some gift, and gave it to her mother Herodias, 

instead. That whole scene must have brought a 

quick end to that royal banquet that evening. 

Scripture and Tradition. The story of John’s be-

heading ends with these words in scripture, 

“When his disciples heard about it, they came 

and took his body and laid it in a tomb.” But 

that’s not where the story ends amidst sacred 

tradition. What happens to St. John the Baptist’s 

head after this harrowing event, is an even more 

amazing tale which comes to us, primarily, from 

the East.   

You Dig? Tradition tells us, following St. John’s 

the Baptist’s beheading, the omni-nasty Herodias 

prevented his head from being buried with his 

body. She took his head and buried it near her 

(continued on page 10) 
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Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini , V. F. Pastor 
Msgr. Daniel McGlynn Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Brennan Ferris Parochial Vicar 

Mr. Philip Belt  Deacon 
Mr. John Harvey  Deacon 
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon 
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon 
Mr. Vincent Pisano  Deacon 

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon 
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Diane Belt  Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113 
Kenneth Trojan  Business Manager, ext. 119 
Michele Dornberger Records/Asst. Bus. Mgr., ext. 116 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18 
Tammy Korosec CRE Religious Ed, ext 122 
Linda Darling Youth Ministry, ext. 123 
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Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135 
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302 

Church of the Holy Cross 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
 
 

 

Parish Office 410 482 7687 
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager 
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed. 
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper 
Arline Dosman Dir. of Hispanic Ministry 

Immaculate Conception Church 
P. O. Box 399 
Marydel, MD 21649-0399 
 
 

   
 Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8 
 302 674 5787 
 holycrossdover.org/school 

Linda Pollitt Principal, ext. 111 

Holy Cross School 
631 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
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When Jesus was approached by those who 
wished to become disciples, he invited them 
to “…come and see,” that is to come and be 
with me and my disciples for a while.  Walk 

with us – learn who we are.  Then make your 
decision to become a disciple. 
 

Pope St. John Paul II said, “It is not enough 
to discover Christ – you must bring him to 
others!”  The words of our Holy Father 
should encourage us to reach out to a neigh-

bor, friend, relative and co-worker.  If they 
do not have a church home, invite them to 
consider Holy Cross. 
 

We are already making contact and respond-

ing to those who are interested in  journey-
ing with us to discover more about the Cath-
olic Christian experience.  Even if you have 
asked someone before they have passed up 

the opportunity, today may be the time that 
the Holy Spirit has chosen for them.  Invite 
them to discover at no obligation what the 
Catholic Church is really all about.  For more 

information, contact the Parish Office, 674-
5787 extension 110 or 113.    
 
 

 

We are asking for the following foods 
to continue providing balanced meals to 
families needing assistance: 
(small packs of ground beef, tray pack or 

whole chicken, small beef or pork roasts) 
We have a freezer and drop box inside the 
left door in the building behind the Rectory. 
(unlocked 6 AM to 6 PM) 

Thank you for your donations. 
 

Greatness and humility should walk togeth-
er.  

We are called to a heavenly kingdom, not an 
earthly one.  

We are blessed if we are prepared to look 

after the needs of those who are unable to 
repay us.   
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We will resume our meetings on September 12, 
2022 at 11:00 a.m. in the ELC Matthew/Mark 

room. Dr. Joe O’Donnell will be the speaker. The 

topic “Oliver Wendell Homes”. Bring your own 
lunch. We will supply water, individual bags of 

chips and dessert. There is no charge.  

Our prayers shawl ministry continues to meet 

each Tuesday morning from 10 am to 12 noon in 

the St. Luke Room on the second floor of the Ear-
ly Learning Center Building.  Newcomers are 

welcome.  If you know someone who could use a 

prayer shawl or if you would like one yourself, 
please call the parish office and we can pass along 

the message to the group.   

Sometimes our deficiencies can show the power 
of God working in us. How does your beloved lift 

you up when you feel low? 

 

As children grow older they often balk at doing 
"religious" stuff with their family. Be creative 

about inviting your children into faith experienc-

es. Ask what THEY think would be a meaningful 
way to "serve the Lord." It might seem crazy, but 

try it once. 

 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their 

marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Ret-

ro-vy).  If you know anyone who could benefit 
from this program, please pass this on.  Couples 

learn to build communication skills.  It provides 

help for marriage problems, difficulties or cri-
ses.  Upcoming weekend programs will be held 

August 19 - 21 and October 14 - 16 at the Family 

Life Center in Malvern, PA. To register, vis-
it  www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-

3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly 

confidential. 

 

Looking for an in-person or virtual experience 

getting closer to your spouse?  Learn tools to revi-
talize romance and deepen communication in 

your marriage!!  Many options for virtual events 

can be found on our website www.wwme-
delmar.org.  For additional information please 

call Tony and Linda Massino at 302-648-2228. 
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HC 8:00 am Cua It Yao 

 

HC 8:00 am Virginia Greiner   

    

HC 8:00 am Edward V. Dodd, Jr.  

     
 

HC 8:00 am  Katie Fortier 

ICC 6:00 pm  For the People 

   

HC 8:00 am  Edward Quinn 
    

HC 8 am Charles Smith 

HC 5 pm Jensen Reed 

                              

HC 7:30 am  Darlene Thompson 

ICC 8:30 am Bill Thompson   
HC 9:30 am  Joseph Hlafka, Jr. 

ICC 11 am Laura Soule 

HC 11:30 am Mayla Feliu 
ICC 1 pm For the People 

 

St. Vincent de Paul meeting the 2nd Mon. of the 
month at 5 pm, in the office meeting room. 
 

Next meeting is Monday, September 12, 2022, at 5 
pm. 

 

Listen to Catholic Forum each 

week.  Next Saturday, August 27th, we get ready 

to go back to school when Diocese of Wilmington 
School Superintendent, Dr. Lou De Angelo, is the 

guest.  Catholic Forum airs 

on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 
640. You can listen online anytime at cdow.org/

CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Fo-

rum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon 
Music podcasts.   
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Open to all HC graduates and guest 
Friday, August 26           

6:30—10 pm                                                                                                              

at HC Gymnasium, 
Live entertainment, 

snacks and beverages 

Pay at door:  $10 per per-
son 

Saturday, August 27           

4:00 – 11:00 pm                                                                                                                            
at Dover Elks Lodge, Saulsbury Rd 

Dinner, beverages, dj  -music   (cash bar for 

somebeverages) 
Advance registration and payment required.  

 $35 per person,                                                                                                                                                            

REGISTER/PAY at                         
HOLYCROSSDOVER.COM 

Website has more details and hotel information 

Also visit Holy Cross Dover on Facebook 
Inquiries to bwinters@mitten-winters.com or 

cpedrotty@mitten-winters.com 

 

It's a question every Catholic man needs to ask - 

and answer.  God calls you to lead with faith in 

all you do. The Knights of Columbus is here to 
help.  We offer the Catholic faith formation, fi-

nancial protection, and family resources that can 

help you grow as a father, husband, and lead-
er.  With the Knights, you can become the man 

you want to be - and your family needs.  Learn 

more at KofC.org and find out how you can 
make a difference and enjoy the benefits of be-

coming a Knight.  Lead, they'll follow.  
 
 

Can you spare an hour to spend with Jesus?  

Our Adoration Chapel is open from 5 am to 
9 pm Monday through Sunday  We have 
openings where you can spend quality time 
with Our Lord.  Call Joann Pate today at 674

-4496 to reserve a time for you.   

th
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 6 am, 10 am, 5 pm,  8 pm 

6 am, 3 pm 

11 am 

12 pm 

 12 pm, 1 pm,  
2 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm 

 

M. Caccese 
J. Clendanial 

R. Pritchett A. Torbert 
B. Torbert 
C. Torbert 

D Dixon 
V. Viddy 

A. Fischer 
J. Fischer 

R Fritzche 
M. Thompson 

E. Bydlon 
S. Shevock 
C. Wilk 

 

G. Richards 
C. Robinson 

G. Wessel 
M. Wesssel 

G. Maddalena 
M. Milligan 
J. Seeney  

S. Ford 
C. Petka  

 
TBD  K. Espinosa 

C. Geronimo 

A. Luna 

 

 
A. Smith   

 

B. Thompson 

G. Taraila   

L. Soule 

To be deter-
mined 

  

TBD 

Are YOU interested in becoming an altar server, Lec-

tor, or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion at 

Holy Cross?? 

Training sessions for each of these Ministries will take 

place this FALL.  Please call the Parish Office and leave 

your name and phone number so we can reach you 

once we have the dates for these training sessions.  

Watch the bulletin for exact dates of these training 

sessions.  We’d love to have YOU step forward to 

serve in one of these ministries!!! 
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 Respondiendo al  llamado de la Iglesia a un 
Renacimiento Eucarístico, este septiembre, 

Holy Cross celebrará su fiesta Patronal  (14 

de septiembre - Fiesta de la Exaltación de la 
Santa Cruz) de una manera diferente a la 

habitual. 

 
 A partir del martes, 6 de septiembre, de 2022 

y continuando todas las noches hasta el 

miércoles 14 de septiembre de 2022, habrá 
Novena de la Santa Cruz (nueve días) de 

oración. Esto tomará la forma de una Hora 

Santa, centrada en la exposición del Santísi-

mo Sacramento, todas las noches a las 7:00 p. 
m. Cada noche, la Hora Santa será presidida 

por uno de nuestros Sacerdotes o Diáconos, 

excepto el miércoles 7 de septiembre, cuando 
el Obispo Koenig presidirá la Hora Santa. 

Cada Hora Santa consistirá en Exposición 

del Santísimo Sacramento, escritura, homilía, 
recitación de las Letanías de la Santa Cruz, 

tiempo de silencio en oración, Bendición, 

recitación de las Divinas Alabanzas y re-
posición del Santísimo Sacramento. Aseg-

úrese de unirse a nosotros algunas noches o 

todas las noches de esta novena de ora-
ciones, del 6 al 14 de septiembre. 

 

 Para cerrar con broche de oro El domingo 18 
de septiembre tendremos un Kermes y un  

torneo de Futbol y venta de comida, nece-

sitamos voluntarios que nos ayuden con 
donaciones, a preparar, vender y limpiar. 

Todos están invitados a participar de este 

evento que es la culminación de nuestras 
fiestas patronales y celebrando Nuestra Her-

encia Hispana. 

 

 Se necesitan voluntarios y donantes. 
 

  Es muy importante inscribir a sus hijos a 

tiempo para la Educación Religiosa. Las In-
scripciones para la Educación Religiosa y  

Preparación para la Confirmación (HC - 

2023) Las aplicaciones para inscribirse para 
la Preparación para la Confirmación 2023 se 

pueden encontrar en el sitio web de la par-

roquia en holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-
faith/christianformation/k-8-formation.   

 

 Si tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud, no 
dude en comunicarse con Tammy Korosec 

en tkorosec@holycrossdover.org o llame al 

(302) 674-5787 X 122  
 

 Si usted está interesado en participar y com-

partir sus talentos como lector, ministerio de 

música, ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la 
Comunión, Arte y Ambientación, dar Clases 

Pre - bautismales. Por favor hable con los 

coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la 
oficina al 302-674-5787 ext. 118 

 

  La virgen peregrina está  visitando casas, si 
usted desea tener la virgen en su casa por 

una semana por favor hable con la Sra. Mar-

ta Espinosa. 
 

 

 SE NECESITAN CATEQUISTAS PARA  

KINDER, QUINTO  Y SEPTIMO GRADOS. 

 
 La inscripción para el año escolar 2022-2023 

está abierta, las inscripciones están disponi-

bles para todas las familias y aún se aceptan. 
Debe inscribir a sus hijos cada año. Vuelva a 

Alicia Poppiti ahora, para que podamos es-

tar seguros de tener suficientes maestros, 
libros y espacio en las aulas. 

 

 Las Clases de Educación Religiosa son los 
domingos por la mañana, comenzando 25 de 

septiembre hasta el 7 de mayo, de 9:40 a 

10:50 a.m. Póngase en contacto con Alicia 
Poppiti @ 410-482-8939 o dre@iccmarydel.org 

para obtener más información. 

 

 Las inscripciones ya están disponibles.  
 

 Nuevos Inscribiéndose: https://

www.iccmarydel.org/
uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/

new_sre_registration_form_2021.pdf 

 Retornando Inscribiendise: https://
www.iccmarydel.org/

uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/

sre_registration_form_2021.pdf 
 Forma A en Ingles: https://

www.iccmarydel.org/

uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/form_a_-
_new.pdf   

 Forma A en Español https://

www.iccmarydel.org/
uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/form_a-

spanish1_.pdf 

co
m

u
n

id
ad

 h
isp

an
a 



 

 8 

Interested in enrolling a student in Religious Ed-

ucation?   
Registration forms available at https://

holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/
christian-formation/k-8-formation 
If you have any questions contact Tammy 
Korosec at either 

tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302)
674-5787 X 122 
************************************************* 
LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith) Catech-

esis 
Interested in enrolling a student in LAFF? 
Registration forms available at https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/

christian-formation/k-8-formation 
If you have any questions please contact 
Tammy Korosec at either 
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 

674-5787  
 

ADULT FORMATION  

In English: 

Father Mike Schmitz 

tinyurl.com/yknnjyc7 

 

In Spanish: 

Fray Sergio Serrano 

tinyurl.com/3dfwydt7 
 

 

REMINDER - Registration for Confirmation 
Preparation may be found on the Parish 

Website under Teaching the Faith.  Any teen 
entering 
9th Grade to 12th Grade is invited to join us 
for Preparation for the Sacrament of Confir-

mation in the spring. 
 
Parent Meeting - for teens begin-
ning Confirmation Preparation 

Sunday, August 28 at 5 pm OR Monday, 
August 29 at 7 pm in the Parish Hall.  Please 
mark your calendar. 
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Immaculate Conception: Religious Education 

registration for the 2022- 2023 school year are 
available to all families registered in the parish, 

and are stilling being accepted.   

 
Please get them back or come register as soon as 

you can, so we can have enough teachers, books 

and materials for your children. 
. 

Religious Education classes run Sunday morn-

ings from September 25th thru May 7th, 9:40am

-10:50am. 
 

Please return to Alicia Poppiti at the ICC Reli-

gious Education office. You can also download 
and print from our website at:   

New Registrants https://www.iccmarydel.org/

uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/
new_sre_registration_form_2021.pdf 

Renewal Registrants https://

www.iccmarydel.org/uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/
sre_registration_form_2021.pdf 

 Form A in English: https://www.iccmarydel.org/

uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/form_a_-_new.pdf   
Form A in Spanish; https://www.iccmarydel.org/

uploads/6/9/0/4/69049539/form_a_-

_spanish__1_.pdf 
 

Your Assistance is requested for our School 

Year Religious Education: Wanted, to share 
faith and knowledge, as we are in need of Cate-

chists, Assistants, substitutes and helpers for 

next year for Religious Education on Sunday 
mornings, from September 25th until May 7th, 

9:40-10:50am. Contact Alicia Poppiti @410-482- 

8939 or dre@iccmarydel.org for more infor-

mation. We offer wonderful and faith filled for-
mation days for you as well.  

 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

10:30 am September 1, 2022 at Tuckahoe State 

Park Lake Pavilion.  

 
Bring your own lunch and stay afterwards to 

meet the families and learn more about our 

monthly homeschool support group. For more 
information, contact Jill King 410-556-6222 or 

Carm Powell 410-200-1346 
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New Year’s Eve falls on a Sunday this year.  Following due course, New Year’s Day falls on Monday.  Typically, there is great 

festivity and much celebration as one bids adieu to the old and resolves to make some changes for the better in the new. New 

Year’s Day, typically is a little more subdued, less celebratory.  It’s always nice to have a family gathering, go to Mass, reflect on 

what’s past and set goals for the new.  Some people make firm resolutions, some don’t.  Some are able to keep to their promises 

and some don’t.  
 

New Year’s Eve will not call for breaking out the party hats and champagne this year. There will be no dancing in the streets or 

falling crystal ball; although that would be fun!    No, I would suspect that New Year’s Eve, this year will indeed be filled with 

expectation and excitement, may be a few nerves and butterflies but not so much the festive celebrations.   New Year’s Day, on 

the other hand will bring old friends and new together for the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.  New faces, new teachers, new shoes, 

sharpened pencils, new backpack, new lunch box, and new crayons of every color imaginable!   
 

Let’s take a quick look at some of the new our students will experience in the New Year. 

 We are so excited to welcome our new classes of Pre-K 3’s and 4’s where everything in their little world will be new---but all 

are in excellent hands with their new teachers, Mrs. Allen, Miss Traynor, and Mrs. Wegemer. 

 Our precious Kindergarten students will be wearing their brand-new uniforms and having lunch every day in the school 

cafeteria! 
 

Talk about all things new…. 

 Sixth graders will definitely be bringing their butterflies with them on New Year’s Day.  The girls have said good-bye to the 

old jumpers; they look so nice in the new kilt. 

 Sixth graders will also be spending time arranging their new lockers.   It has to be perfect; you know.  Calendars, reminder 

post-its, mirrors, and symbols of favorite sports teams all help to personalize student locker.  

 No more just walking across the hall for a change of class.  There’s a whole new building for them to navigate---upstairs 

and downstairs.  Multiple teachers, new class schedules, chosen electives, and school sports teams, just to name a few of the 

changes awaiting our new and very grown up sixth graders. 

 Our sweet little first graders, they’re no longer the big kids in the building. They’ll be so proud sporting new backpacks as 

they walk down the long hallway to their new classroom, in their great big new building on New Year’s Day.   All of their 

little concerns will melt like snow on a sunny day as soon as they see their friends from Kindergarten and meet their loving 

teachers Mrs. Borden and Mrs. Knox.    
 

It has been said that a new year stands before us like a chapter in a book waiting to be written. 

I pose the question.  What will you write in your chapter?  What resolutions will you bring to a new school year?  What resolu-

tions will our students bring?  May I be so bold as to offer a couple of suggestions?  
 

May I ask that our families resolve to avoid tardy arrivals?  We understand the need for morning appointments; however, fre-

quent tardy arrivals are difficult for the children as they launch the beginning of a new day.  Remember how you felt the last 

time you were late for a meeting?   Frequent tardy arrivals pose a disturbance for classmates and the classroom teacher, as 

well.  
 

May I also ask that in your arrival on to school property that drivers make a concerted effort to STOP at the stop sign?  You 

might not see anyone in your path, but the STOP sign is not intended as a mere suggestion.  Operating the vehicle at a safe 

speed on school property is another resolution you may give serious consideration to. 
 

For our families who have provided cell phones for their children; may I once again propose the recommendation I have made 

in the past?  Parents, be strong in your New Year’s resolution to  take the phone away during the evening and through the over-

night.  It is a tremendous source of worry for us as faculty the manner in which many of our students misuse the device causing 

great hurt and ill-feelings among peers.  This is not to even mention the horrible websites, pictures, and video games the stu-

dents have access to, on their phones!  I know it’s a tough thing to do.  But, could we try a device free family dinner hour and a 

device free evening when homework can be completed without social media interruption?  Parents, be strong! 
 

May I suggest that our students make a conscious effort to make use of a planner?  Our youngest Crusaders begin their day by 

copying down their homework.  But, as they grow older those habits seem to go by the wayside especially when they have 

more than one teacher. Focus on organization.  
 

As a new year resolution, I hope our students come to realize the value in neatly completing assignments.  The assignment that 

is haphazardly and sloppily completed makes a statement about the student.  No matter the age or grade level, resolve to take 

pride in your work, no matter the age or grade level.  Focus on work ethic in this new school year. 

And finally, may I ask that our students resolve to be kind to one another and consider the pain caused by the callous, often 

times vicious remark? 
 

We all look forward to the New Year. I know our students are counting the days….  As a reminder; NEW YEARS’S EVE IS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2022.  NEW YEAR’S DAY IS MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2022.   

“What the New Year brings to you will depend a great deal on what you bring to the New Year.” 

Vernon McLellen, Pastor and Author 
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palace. One of her servants dug up the head and re-buried it in a more appropriately sacred site on the 

Mount of Olives. It scared the bejesus (how appropriate) out of Herodias when she later went to uncover the 

head and found it gone.  

The First Finding of the Head of St. John the Baptist. Fast forward nearly 300 years. Two monks from 

Rome, on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, have a vision of St. John the Baptist in a dream that leads them to 

where his head is buried at the Mount of Olives. They dig up his head and take it with them. Along the way 

meet a poor man who is fellow traveler; they ask the man to carry this sacred relic for a while, but ultimate-

ly, they got separated from him. St. John the Baptist then appears to the poor man and tells him to forget 

about the monks and make his way home.  He did just that. And for many years following, the man rever-

ently cared for the sacred remains of this great saint in his home. As thanks for his care, God blessed the 

poor man’s home with many wonderful things. After the man died, the head of St. John the Baptist was 

passed on to different Christians for care. Ultimately the head was buried in a cave in the town of Emesa. A 

monastery soon grew around this site.  

The Second Finding of the Head of St. John the Baptist. Fast forward 100 years. On February 18, 452, ac-

cording Archimandrite Marcellus, the big mahoff of the monastery in Emesa, the head of John the Baptist 

was unexpectedly uncovered, for the second time. It was taken and reverently placed in a nearby Church 

that was dedicated to this Saint. But not for long. The head of St. John the Baptist was taken to Constantino-

ple, the seat of Eastern Catholicism. It rested safely there until the late seventh and early eighth centuries, 

when a terrible heresy erupted in the East, called Iconoclasm, led by the Iconoclasts. The iconoclasts, as they 

were called, rejected the use of images, statues, and even relics: they set out to destroy these things. Thus, 

Churches found statues and windows smashed, art work destroyed, and relics (remains of saints) defiled. 

To protect the remains of St. John the Baptist, his head was hidden safely in a town nearly 1,000 miles east of 

Constantinople, known as Comona, in Abkhazia (modern day of Georgia, just south of Russia).  

The Third Finding of the Head of St. John the Baptist. Fast forward to the year 850. The Iconoclast move-

ment is crushed, and things return to normal. Images and statues are brought back into Churches, and the 

faithful seek out and manage to find the head of John and bring it back to Constantinople. (Note that in the 

Eastern Orthodox faith, these events of the “finding of the head of the John the Baptist” are each celebrated 

with a high holy day).  

A Seinfeldian Ending. Now, while St. John the Baptist’s story usually ends there, there is actually more – 

more than I can fit in this column. So, I will abbreviate the rest of the story by once again using the Seinfeld 

terminology: yadda, yadda, yadda. In 1204, Crusaders pillage Constantinople and seize the head of St. John 

the Baptist. Yadda, yadda, yadda: The remains of the head of St. John the Baptist now reside, even today, in 

the Cathedral in Amiens, France (with a portion reserved in the Church of St. Sylvester in Rome). Thus, 

there, the remains of precious head of St. John the Baptist – the first among martyrs in grace – rest peacefully 

and are venerated by visitors from the world over.  

Invoking the lyrics of the hard-rocking band Foreigner, as regards St. John the Baptist’s remains now at final 

rest, we can hope that there are “no more head games” to endure for this great saint who we remember 

prayerfully on August 29. St. John the Baptist, pray for us!  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Lentini 

Pastor 
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