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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
School Year, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SCHOOLS OFFICE HOURS

School Year, Monday-Friday, 8 am-3:30 pm
Summer, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-1 pm

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Vigil, 5 pm
Sunday, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 8 am

Wednesday — 8:15 am

Federal Holidays, 9 am only (Presidents Day,
MLK Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day)

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday, 8:30 am —10:00 am,
Fridays in Lent, 5:30 pm

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Daily, 5 am—9 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 am-5 pm
Closed Wednesday and Friday

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, 8:30, 11 am
Sunday, 1 pm, Spanish

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Thursday, 6 pm, Spanish

522 Main Street
Marydel, Maryland

410 482 7687
iccmarydel.org

IMMACUIATE CONCEPTION

“I am the living

bread that came

down from

heaven; whoever

eats this bread

will live forever;

% %a and the bread that
' 1 will give is my
flesh for the life

of the world.”

John 6:51

ORDINARY
TIME

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE (HC AND ICC)
Mary, Mother of God, January 1

Assumption, August 15

All Saints” Day, November 1

Immaculate Conception, December 8

Christmas, December 25

Mass schedules for Holy Days of Obligation and other special days will be
printed in the bulletin as each one draws near



sacraments

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS

The seven Sacraments of the Church
were instituted by Christ to confer grace.
Sacrament of Baptism. Call the office to register for
Parent Pre-Baptismal Instruction. For adults seeking
to enter the Church and be Baptized, contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). Children
in our religious education program and school are
prepared for Confession at age seven as part of First
Communion preparation.

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Children in our
religious education program and school are prepared
for First Communion at age seven. Adults seeking
First Communion should contact our Religious Edu-
cation Office. To request a visitation for Holy Com-
munion to the Sick, contact our parish office.

Sacrament of Confirmation. Young people in our

parish are prepared for reception of Confir-
mation in the ninth grade (age 14). Adults
seeking Confirmation should contact our Re-
ligious Education Office.

Sacrament of Marriage. Couples planning
for Marriage are to contact a parish priest or
deacon one year in advance to set the wed-
ding date and plan for pre-Cana instruction.

Sacrament of Holy Orders. If you believe
you have, or someone you know has, a voca-
tion to the Priesthood or Diaconate, please
contact one of our parish priests.

Anointing of the Sick. For the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, which is administered
by a Priest, a person or an immediate family
member must make the request. Late night
requests may not be able to be answered un-
til the next day.

happenings

®
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation

Masses will be held at Holy Cross:
Wednesday August 14: 7:00 pm
Thursday, August 15: 8:00 am and
12:10 pm

Masses held at ICC
Thursday, August 15: 5:30 pm and
7:00 pm (Hispanic)

Summer Office Hours
Holy Cross is on Summer Office hours.
We will be open from 9 am to 1 pm
Monday through Thursday. Offices are
closed on Friday.
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WEEKLY OFFERING (HC)
Ending July 28, 2024
OF%PTEORY RECEIVED BI;I%?EEEDD/ DIFFERENCE
Regular $24,987 $26,370 ($1,383)
YTD $112,027 | $105,480 $6,547
Needs $1,904 $1,775 $129
WEEKLY OFFERING (ICC)
Ending July 28, 2024
%fPFEERTORY RECEIVED
Regular $4,175
2nd Col- 1 ¢706
lection

Thank you to all advertisers in
our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

If you know of someone who would
like to advertise in the bulletin,
please contact

Diocesan Publications at 800-233-8200.

dryspremass



Dear Parishioners,

Some debates yield no winners. For Italians, there is
the eternal question regarding what you call the to-
mato-based product you pour over pasta: Is it called

sauce or is it called gravy? It’s a heated topic for
some: “It’s thick and liquid and put on food for fla-
vor, thus it is a ‘sauce.”” vs. “It comes from the ‘meat’
of the tomato and often has meat in it, it is ‘gravy.’
Frankly, for me, you can just call it ‘red stuff,” so long

as it lands on my pasta, I'm okay with it.

Saucy Conversation. But regarding the ‘sauce’ vs.

‘gravy’ debate, let me say that there have been wars

between nations that have been less heated than this
gastronomic debate. But ultimately, the question of

whether what you put on pasta is called “sauce” or

“gravy,” yields lots of arguments with no winners.

Car Trouble. Similarly, there are other pointless but
heated debates. For music lovers, there is the eternal
question of “What is the best song about a car?”

Songs like “Little Deuce Coupe” and “Fun, Fun,
Fun” (by the Beach Boys), “Mustang Sally” (Wilson
Pickett) or “G.T.O.” (by Ronnie and the Daytonas),

yields arguments with no winners. Likewise: Which

is better: Adam West’s Batman or Christian Bale’s

Batman (FYI: Adam West’s Batman, of course); Pepsi
or Coke (well, Coke, of course); Paul McCartney or
John Lennon (McCartney, of course); does Pineapple
belong on pizza (of course not); etc. But in truth,
these are all debate questions without definitive an-
swers.

Views Quite Contrary about Mary. There is a theo-
logical debate that seemingly traipses on that same
type of split-viewpoint argument. It concerns the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which we
celebrate this coming Thursday.

Different Assumptions. There was for many years a
great unanswered theological debate regarding the
end of the Blessed Virgin Mary's life, relating to her
Assumption into Heaven. Some theologians made
the claim, that, at the end of her life, Mary died, and
was then assumed into Heaven. Others claimed that
Mary didn’t die, but slept (entered a “Dormition”),
and was then taken into Heaven. From the Fourth
Century through the 20th Century, the debate raged.
But, in 1950, that debate came to its conclusion
which, as with the debates I mentioned above, saw
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neither side win; more about that at the end of
this column. First, I want to present some
background about the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary which we celebrate on August 15.

Traditional Values. There were from the fourth
century (or perhaps earlier) writings about Ma-
ry's young life, death (or Dormition), and As-
sumption. These events, while not explicitly
found in Scripture, are nonetheless part of the

Divine Revelation that we call “sacred tradition.”

The Other Visitation. Tradition regarding the
Assumption tells us that Jesus appeared to Mary,
visiting her in her house in Jerusalem where she
lived since Pentecost. Her Son tells her that she
will soon pass from this life. Soon afterwards, the
Apostles, who had travelled hither and yon to
spread the Gospel, journeyed back to Judah to
gather together with Mary and bid her farewell.
In the fifth century, a chap named John the Theo-
logian (fun fact, he was a theologian) wrote a text

entitled, “Concerning the Falling Asleep of the
Mother of God,” which stated, in part:

Stretching out his hands, the Lord received
her holy soul. And when her soul departed,
the place was filled with a sweet smell and
bright light... Peter and John, Paul and
Thomas, ran to embrace her feet and receive
her holiness; and the twelve apostles laid her
holy body on a bier and bore it forth... and
laid down her precious and holy body in
Gethsemane in a new tomb... for three days
the voices of invisible angels were heard glo-
rifying Christ our God, who had been born of
her. And when the third day was ended, the
voices were no longer heard; and from that
time forth all knew that her spotless and pre-
cious body had been transferred to paradise.

Counting the Days. Similarly, St. Theodosius of
Alexandria, one of the Eastern Patriarch of Chris-
tianity back in the day, related the scene of the
Assumption, with the notable difference being
that there were 206 days from Mary’s entomb-

ment to her Assumption; he wrote, in part:

[Christ said to his Apostles] “There are two
hundred and six days from her death unto
her holy assumption... [when] I will trans-
late her up to the heavens to be with My Fa-
ther and the Holy Ghost, that she may con-
tinue praying for you all.” ... And it came to

Continued on page 10
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connections

HC & ICC CLERGY

Vy. Rev. James S. Lentini, V. F.
Rev. Brennan Ferris
Rev. John Hynes

HC CLERGY

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
In Residence

Mr. Philip Belt Deacon
Mr. John Harvey Deacon
Mr. Richard Kosior Deacon
Mr. Robert McMullen Deacon
Mr. Vincent Pisano Deacon
ICC CLERGY

Mr. Sherman Mitchell Deacon
HC STAFF

Parish Office 302 674 5787
Jane Green Receptionist, ext. 110
Diane Belt Assistant to the Pastor, ext. 113
Kenneth Trojan Business Manager, ext. 119
Michele Dornberger Records/Asst. Bus. Mgr., ext. 116

Arline Dosman
Tammy Korosec
Linda Darling
Justin Wurzel

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry, ext. I18
CRE Religious Ed, ext 122

Youth Ministry, ext. 123
Maintenance Director

Len Dornberger Cemetery Administrator, ext. 135
Michael Perza Dir. of Music Ministry, 302 698 9302

MAILING ADDRESS
Church of the Holy Cross

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

ICC STAFF

Parish Office 410 482 7687
Marilyn Dixon Office Manager
Alicia Poppiti DRE Religious Ed.
Susan Venezia Bookkeeper

Arline Dosman

MAILING ADDRESS
Immaculate Conception Church
P. O. Box 399

Marydel, MD 21649-0399

Dir. of Hispanic Ministry

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL

Catholic Education Pre-K3 to Grade 8
302 674 5787
holycrossdover.org/school

Mallory O’Mara

MAILING ADDRESS
Holy Cross School

631 S. State St.

Dover, DE 19901

Principal, ext. 111
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20TH SUNDAY ORD TIME (AUG 18)
FIRST READING: PROVERBS 9:106

Wisdom, personified in the feminine, invites all
to partake of a rich feast in a lavish or sacred
setting which leads to a life of worth

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 5:15--20

A prudent Christian should model their life
here and now on the life to come and not be
tempted by worldly charms.

GOSPEL: JOHN 6:51-58

Jesus promises eternal life to those who eat his
body and drink his blood in the eucharist.

HOW CAN SOMEONE WHO IS NOT
CATHOLIC LEARN ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC FAITH?

A. By attending the OCIA (Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults) INFORMATION
NIGHT on Tuesday, August 27, at 7 PM,
in the 2nd floor conference room in the
Early Learning Center

B. Join us on a journey of discovery to learn
about and to experience the Catholic faith.
All Inquirers and potential Sponsors are
welcome. Attending these sessions does
not commit you to becoming Catholic.
Please call 302-674-5787 x 110 to express an
interest.

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS INVITATION
FROM BISHOP KOENIG:

Registration is now open for Eucharistic Con-
gress, October 5, 2024 Join us for the Diocese of
Wilmington's Eucha-

ristic Congress, <<,\) H ,q

which will take place < &Y \i}\
October 5, 2024, L 2\ N

on October s ’4\' &

at the Ocean City
Convention Center.
The theme, "The Eu-
charist: The Source
and Summit," invites SQURCE ¢ SUMMIT
us to deepen our :
understanding and
appreciation of the
Eucharist. The day
will include a key-
note address by Bishop Richard Henning of the
Diocese of Providence, faith-based vendors, a
ministry fair, and breakout sessions tailored to
various interests and age groups. There will
also be opportunities for Adoration and Recon-
ciliation. Register now for this spiritually en-
riching event! For additional information and
registration, visit cdow.org/
EucharisticCongress.

,; i \-'
\(?ll/l/nn\\&;/l
AL 4

Catholic Diocese of Wi{mington
2024 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
OCT.5,2024 OCEAN CITY, MD
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RESPECT LIFE GROUP

Sidewalk Advocates for Life: Please join us at
the sidewalk of the Planned Parenthood in Do-
ver Thursday 9-11, to pray and intercede for
babies and their moms. Just be a witness for
life! 0. Call Donna Latteri for more details.

Join us for the National Day of Remembrance
for Aborted Children

September 14, 2024

10:00 am At Holy Cross Cemetery ‘s Memorial
for The unborn . If you would like to remem-
ber a child by name, please contact Donna. 862-
266-1099

WOMEN'S RETREAT

We wish to invite the women of Holy Cross,
their daughters and friends to a weekend re-
treat with Jesus and his mother Mary, Our La-
dy of Peace.

The retreat will be held at the Malvern Retreat
House in Malvern, PA September 13-15, 2024.
You can register by calling the retreat house
610-644-0400 or email at

http:// www.malvernretreat.com/events/
midseptember-2024

For more information you may call Claire
Sheppard at 302-598-4922 or email Claire

at plazaire@verizon.net. Cost is $275 for the
weekend retreat or $75. If you wish to attend
virtually.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

The Office for Marriage and Family Life is
working to grow the lay ministers who are
willing to facilitate the Life Skills for Couples
Pre-Cana Program. There are no more than
two classes per month, the sessions are strictly
online via Zoom and last about 90

minutes. Please contact the Office for Marriage
and Family Life if you are interested in becom-
ing a mentor couple. The Office for Marriage
and Family Life will be hosting a training
session for all those who might be interested
in becoming a mentor couple on August 27th
- 6:30pm-8:00pm - via ZOOM. Any questions
can be directed to Dr. MaryAnn Wallen
(Director) - mwallen@cdow.org or Mrs. Tara
Riddell (Pre-Cana Coordinator) —
triddell@cdow.org.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be held
the weekend of September 20-22, 2024. This
retreat offers emotional and spiritual healing
for anyone who has struggled with grief and

loss from abortion. Contact Nan Bernardo-
Freeman at 302-463-7711 (call or text)

MASS INTENTION

AUGUST
12 MONDAY
HC 8:00 am Dorothy Dittmeyer
13 TUESDAY
HC 8:00 am Len and Marie Dornberger (LI)

14 WEDNESDAY
HC 8:15 am Robert M. Sadusky, Jr.
HC7:00 pm  Msgr. Daniel McGlynn

15 THURSDAY

HC 8:00 am Gloria Lentini
HC12:10 pm  Kenneth Shouldis
ICC5:30 pm  For the People
ICC7:00 pm  For the People

16 FRIDAY

HC 8:00 am Alice Harris (LI)

17 SATURDAY

HC 8:00 am Soladad and Martin Banez
HC5:00 pm  Joseph Casey, Jr.

18 SUNDAY

HC 7:30 am Richard Latsko
ICC8:30am  Arthur & Cletis Thompson
HC 9:30 am Richard Mokoski
ICC11:00am  Crumlish & Brady Families
HC11:30 am  For the People

ICC1:00 pm  For the People

or lucyminn929@gmail.com by Sept. 6.

SPEND A SATURDAY WITH YOUR MOTHER:
Attend the Diocesan Marian Pilgrimage in New
Castle

You are invited to join Bishop Koenig and parishion-
ers from across Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern
Shore at the annual Diocese of Wilmington Marian
Pilgrimage on Saturday, September 28, 2024 begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. at Holy Spirit Church, 12 Winder
Road, New Castle, Delaware. Come and hear key-
note speaker, Father Sabastian White, O.P., Editor-in-
Chief of Magnificat Magazine. The day includes
morning Mass, Rosary, Confessions, Eucharistic Ad-
oration and Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. Visit the over two-
story tall stainless steel Our Lady Queen of Peace
statue created by master sculptor Charles Parks,
which is located next to the church. For more infor-
mation, contact (insert the name, phone number, and
email address of your parish liaison here) or vis-

it cdow.org/MarianPilgrimage or facebook.com/
CDOWMarianPilgrimage. A great way to prepare
your heart for the October 5th Eucharistic Congress
in Ocean City!
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faith in action

AUGUST 17/18, 2024

EMHC SERVERS
J. Bieker M. Miller N. Klaus
5:00 D.Kaltenbaugh M. Phillips Z. Klaus
PM
LECTORS
L. Christiansen
7:30  A.Fischer L. Luckett J. Shevock
AM J. Fischer R. O’Neill S. Shevock
LECTORS
J. Davis
9:30  D. McGinnis V. Pepper L. Boggs
AM L. Olmstead C. Robinson G. Maddalena
LECTORS
C. Parks
M. Sherlock
11:30 A.Cisneroa B. Guzman TBD
AM C. Garcia
LECTORS
TBD
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
TBD
8:30
AM LECTORS
E. Cramer
TBF
11:00
LECTORS
AM
S. Tucker
1:00 TBD
PM

Have YOU ever thought of becoming a Lector, an
Extra-Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion for
Mass or to the homebound? We would love to
have you join our other volunteers in these vari-

ous ministries.

Please all Holy Cross Parish Office or Immaculate
Conception Parish Office if you would like to sign
up for any of these ministries. We certainly can
use your help and would love to have you join
your fellow parishioners in these areas. We pray
you will consider God’s calling for you to help

out.
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ADORATION CHAPEL

Can you spare an hour to spend with
Jesus? Our Adoration Chapel is open
from 5 am to 9 pm Monday through
Sunday. We have openings. Call or
text John Murphy at 302-233-1779 or email him at
jkm2015@verizon.net to schedule.

SUNDAY 7 am, 4 pm, 5pm
MONDAY 5pm
WEDNESDAY 4Ppm
SATURDAY 2 am, 9am, 10 am, 11 am,

12 pm, 1 pm, 2 pm 7 pm,
8 pm

PARISHIONERS OF ICC

The once a month, fellowship of donuts and

coffee, during the time of the School of Religious

Education. 9:30 AM to 10:45 AM, was enjoyed by

many this past 23/24 SRE season.

We would like to keep this going into the next

24/25 season. Please think about committing your-

self to help at least one of the months of October

2024, until April 2025.

People needed:

e Early in morning to pick up donuts from Do-
ver and bring to the church hall by 8 AM.

e  Start coffee in hall, so there are at least 7 pots
ready when fellowship starts.

¢ Maintain window to sell coffee and donuts
during fellowship.

e Sweep and cleanup during and after in hall.

The dates for donuts and fellowship will be Sun-

day: Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 15, Jan. 19, Feb. 9,

March 9, and April 13.

Please call Marilyn Dixon in the office and let her

know when you could help. 410-482-7687

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

THE BIBLE
LA In English:

Father Mike Schmitz
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-
year-episodes/

LA BIBLIA |8
EN UN ANO

In Spanish:

Fray Sergio Serrano
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-espanol-
registration

Jeu} 3 SIy}



¢ Conquistando Las Naciones para Cristo,Retiro de Jovenes,de 14 a 17 afios de edad
17 y 18 de Agosto, 2024 en la parroquia de Holy Cross 631 South St. St. Dover, DE
19901 de 7:00 AM -8:00 PM . Costo: $100. Hay que inscribirse llame a la hermana
Amarilys Limpieza General el viernes 16 de Agosto, 2024 a las 7:30 de la manana .
Traiga sus herramientas de limpieza. Si desea ayudar con el Mulch o las plantas hable con el Sr.
Jose Cruz Perez. Todos estan invitados a participar.

e Educacién Religiosa: Las inscripciones para la Educacion Religiosa estan abiertas, las aplicaciones
estan en linea o vaya a la oficina de Educacion Religiosa. Tiempo para inscribir a su hijo(a) para las
clases de Educacion Religiosa para el Afio Escolar 2024-2025! (K-8 ONLY) Para candidatos a la
Confirmacion tienen que estar en el novena grado o mas alto para inscribirse vaya al link: https://
holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/sacramental-preparation/confirmation.

o Fiestas Patronales dela Santa Cruz: La Novena comienza el 5 de septiembre a las 7:00 PM con la
Hora Santa, venga y pase una hora con Jestis Sacramentado. El domingo 8 de septiembre sera des-
pués de nuestra Santa Misa con exposicion del Santisimo.

e El domingo 15 tendremos nuestra tradicional Festival, Con un partido de futbol y venta de comida
todo sera después de la Santa Misa.

e Necesitamos la colaboracion de toda la Feligresia.

e Congreso Eucaristico El Reverendisimo William E. Koenig, Obispo de Wilmington. Invita a todos
a que se unan a a nuestra celebracion de fe y comunidad". “La Eucaristia: Fuente y Cumbre” tiene
como objetivo profundizar la fe y el companerismo entre la comunidad catdlica en Delaware y la
costa este de Maryland. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Catolica (CIC 2011) nombra a la Eucaristia como
“fuente y cumbre de la vida cristiana”. (parrafo 1324)Congreso Eucaristico 2024 Ocean City, MD
el sabado, 5 de octubre de 2024 de 8:00 Am a 4:00 Pm La Santa Misa. Hay que inscribirse el boleto
es de $35 por persona incluye discurso de apertura, sesiones paralelas en inglés o en espanol y al-
muerzo". Los talleres en espafiol seran facilitadas por el obispo Bruce Lewandowski y Dexter Ale-
jandro Reyes.

e Confirmacién para Adultos: Si usted es mayor de 18afios de edad y no se ha recibido su sacra-
mento de la Confirmacion las clases de preparacion empezaran pronto. Habra Confirmaciones de
Adultos Hispano el domingo 13 de octubre en espafol. Para mas informacion hable con La Sra.
Arline Dosman o el Sr. Antonio Luna o llame a la oficina de la parroquia al 302-674-5787 ext. 118.

e Siusted estd interesado en participar y compartir sus talentos como lector, ministerio de musica,
ujier, ministros Extraordinario de la Comunion, Arte y Ambientacion, dar Clases Pre - bautisma-
les. Por favor hable con los coordinadores de los ministerios o llame a la oficina al 302-674-5787
ext. 118

ICC

Clases de Preparacion Sacramental:

Proximo Afo. Las inscripciones para el proximo afio escolar 2024-2025 estan abiertas, Inscripciones
estaran abiertas hasta el 30 de agosto. Puede tomar una aplicacion en el salon o en puede bajar la en
linea.www.iccmarydel.org o visite la oficina parroquial. Se necesitan Catequistas y voluntarios. Si
usted desea ser catequista o ayudar hable con la Sra. Alicia Poppiti

Escuela Biblica de Verano en la Inmaculada Concepcion: ! Escuela Biblica de
Verano Gracias en primer lugar a Dios, a todos los voluntarios, nifios, adoles-
centes por otra maravillosa semana de Estudio Bilico de Verano. Nos vemos el
proéximo afo.

PAGE 7
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faith formation

ITS TIME TO REGIS-
TER!!!

Go to https:/
holycrossdover.org/
teaching-the-faith/
christian-formation/k-8-formation to register
for the upcoming Religious Education school
year so your child may continue their K-8 faith
journey and beyond!

For more information regarding the 2024-25
Program year contact Tammy Korosec at either
(302) 674-5787 X 122 or email
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org

Is God calling you to be a Catechist?

Do you love God and want to know Him better?
Do you love children and enjoy working with
them?

Do you want to share God’s love with others?
Do you want to be a good role model for chil-
dren?

Do you
want to
help chil-

dren de- VQL ’T . EDED
velop a ST e T T e

relation-
ship with
God?

We have an AMAZING team of Catechists who
have volunteered to share their faith and to teach
the Truth of the Real Presence of the Eucharist.
However, we need additional volunteers!

Please prayerfully consider volunteering to be a
teacher or teachers assistant for the Holy Cross
Religious Education Program. If you are inter-
ested, please email Tammy Korosec at
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org so we may discuss
how your gifts may be used!

LAFF (Living as a Family of Faith Catechesis)

Is your family interested in either starting or con-
tinuing their life-long faith journey together?
Would you as parents like to be active partici-
pants in the faith formation of your children?
Deacon Vince Pisano has the perfect Religious
Education program for you and your family!

This program engages the family, whether it be
parents with K-8 children, or a family who wants
to enter the Catholic church and receive the sac-
raments of initiation together hand in hand.

Come out and join us; families gathering for
prayer, communion with one another, and shar-
ing our Faith Life experiences.

Registration forms can be found at:
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https://holycrossdover.org/teaching-the-faith/
christian-formation/k-8-formation

Contact Tammy Korosec at either
tkorosec@holycrossdover.org or call (302) 674-
5787 X 122 for further information.

YOUTH MINISTRY

The Holy Cross Golf League will host a golf
tournament Wednesday, September 4 benefitting
the Catholic Heart Work Camp. We're looking
for sponsors and golfers to help raise money to
get more Catholic teens involved in making a
positive contribution to our community. If you
are interested in

helping, contact Phil at 302-382-2979, Wes at 302-
270-8111 or Greg at 302-883-4000.

Confirmation: Please return your application for
Confirmation Preparation if you plan on having
your child prepare for the Sacrament in the

spring.

Parent Meeting for Confirmation Preparation:
Parent meeting will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8 OR Monday, September 9 at 7 pm in
the Parish Hall. Please have at least 1 parent at-
tend this meeting. Teens are welcome to accom-
pany their parents.

Youth Group: Teens are invited to come help
pack backpacks on Sunday, August 18 at 5 pm in
the Matthew Mark room of the ELC. Come re-
connect with friends and enjoy food and make
new friends.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT IMMACU-
LATE CONCEPTION:

SRE Classes begin again in September. Be sure
to register now.

Next Year: Registration for Religious Education
2024-2025 school year is open. Registrations will
be taken from March 1st to August

30th. Registrations in the parish office. Drop in
and visit and register today! Catechists are al-
ways needed and helpers always welcome!! We
are in need of a 5th grade Catechist. Please con-
tact Alicia Poppiti for more information.

Vacation Bible School at
Immaculate Conception:
Thank you to all our Vol-
unteers, kids, teens and
especially, Thank you
God for another great
week and Vacation Bible School! See you next
year!




Dear Holy Cross Community,

In closing out this week, we have wrapped up our hiring for the upcoming school year. Many new fac-
ulty and staff members are eager to join our Holy Cross community. This includes new teachers, build-
ing coordinators, and individuals to support our before and aftercare programs. It has been a great
feeling to complete this process, during which I have had the opportunity to meet, talk with, and get to
know various people who have a deep interest in our school and helping us live out our mission.

As an educator, I have always found it exciting to meet the new people who will help bring our school
to life. These individuals contribute to making the school such a special place. The students light up
when they see their teachers and school personnel. It is always heartwarming to watch teachers find
their place within the school community. Additionally, several staff members have moved into new
positions that they feel will help them grow and be challenged as educators, further enhancing our
school environment.

The diverse personalities and strengths of our educators coming together is what helps our school
thrive. Collaboration is a crucial part of an effective school environment, and our faculty and staff have
an amazing sense of community that allows for seamless collaboration. I have already seen many of
our current teachers reach out to welcome our new members, and our new members have expressed
that they feel they have found their home within Holy Cross. I have no doubt that our community will
make all new members feel welcome and supported.

Over the next few weeks, we are finalizing plans to bring teachers back, followed by our students. In
doing so, we are working to ensure we have an effective plan for our teachers and students to continue
to grow. We are setting goals so that everyone within our school buildings can challenge themselves
and encourage one another to be the best they can be. In all of this, we are entrusting in the Lord to
guide us with His wisdom and to follow His plan.

Our commitment to providing a nurturing and supportive environment is reflected in our hiring choic-
es. Each new faculty and staff member brings a unique set of skills and perspectives that will enrich
our community. The new building coordinators will help streamline our operations and ensure that
our facilities run smoothly, contributing to a positive learning environment for our students. The new
staff for our before and aftercare programs will provide additional support to families, ensuring that
students have a safe and engaging place to be outside of regular school hours.

This year promises to be one of growth and opportunity for everyone at Holy Cross. Our dedicated
team is focused on creating a dynamic and inspiring educational experience for our students. We are
excited about the possibilities that lie ahead and are confident that with the combined efforts of our
seasoned and new staff members, we will continue to uphold the high standards of excellence that de-
fine our school.

In conclusion, as we prepare to embark on a new school year, I am filled with optimism and gratitude.
The energy and enthusiasm of our new hires, combined with the experience and dedication of our ex-
isting staff, position us well for a successful year ahead. I look forward to witnessing the positive im-
pact our new team members will have on our school and am grateful for the continued support of our
community as we strive to provide the best possible education for our students. We trust in the Lord's
guidance as we move forward, confident that together, we will achieve great things.

Mallory O’'Mara
Principal
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pastor’s column continued

pass when the two hundred and six days were fulfilled... on the evening of the fifteenth of Mesore... the body of the
honorable Virgin arose, and embraced its own soul.

It's a Date. Okay, so this happened on the 15th of Mesore? What is Mesore? It was the twelfth month on the
old Egyptian (Coptic) calendar and equates to our month of August. This how we come to observe the So-
lemnity of the Assumption on the 15th of August.

Go West! By 600 A.D., a feast called the Dormition of Mary, on August 15, honoring Mary’s Assumption
into heaven, was celebrated in Jerusalem and in all of the Churches of the East. Some centuries later, this
observance would take strong root in the West under the title, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Big Sleep? However, one question remained: In the tomb, was Mary in Dormition (i.e., profound

sleep), or did she experience death? Those who claim Mary merely had a “dormition” (sleep) say that since
Mary was without sin, and as it is “the wages of sin” that yield death, therefore Mary could not experience
death, but rather “rested in peace” during her Dormition. Those who claim that Mary died, say that

“Dormition” is merely a way of expressing death — hence when the priest prays at Mass during the Roman

Canon, “May all those who sleep in Christ, find a place of refreshment, light and peace,” he is speaking of those

who have died.

Some Pius Thoughts. Who wins this debate? Well, in 1950 Pope Pius XII, in Munificentissimus Deus (say that
three times fast while eating crackers), stated infallibly that the Assumption is to be held as part of the
Deposit of Faith and must be believed by all the faithful. However, regarding the question of Dormition, he
defined the Assumption as follows:

"Mary, the immaculate perpetually Virgin Mother of God, after the completion of her earthly life, was assumed body
and soul into the glory of heaven.”

A Clarification (Kind of). So, Pope Pius XII clarified the matter by, in fact, not clarifying the matter. Rather,
regarding the significance of the Assumption, he made that point, implicitly, that it has nothing to do with
whether Mary slept or died. The key point of the Assumption has to do with the fact that Mary was as-
sumed body and soul into Heaven, and that, therefore, we too, can share that hope of Heaven. Moreover, it
tells us that after death, and after the final judgment, we too can hope to experience what Mary has already
experienced: having body and soul reunited for eternity. And, importantly, for us, this is more than just an

Assumption —it’s a blessed hope.
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